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Needs You! 


SCSP (Scarborough Campus Student 
Press) is currently looking for new 
members for it's Board of Directors. 
Anyone who is interested should con- 
tact the Underground for further details. 


phone: 416.287.7054 
fax: 416.287.7055 
email: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


SCSP is currently looking for people to fill the following positions: 


2 Full-time student members 
1 Part-time student member 
1 member of the faculty, staff, or alumni of UTSC 


Anyone who Is interested in starting up another publication 
under SCSP may also apply 
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Three, Three, Three 
Times The Fun 


(or ennui) 


What with the influx of three-part movies 
lately, we thought it appropriate to examine 
one of the more curious phenomena being 
abused in our culture today, the movie tril- 
ogy. Originally birthed by movies like Star 
Wars and The Godfather, these series were 
landmarks that shaped American cinema 


with their impact. 
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Quarantine 


Not the Glamorous Trip to the 


Oscars you thought it was 


I’m sure everyone remembers that old saying 
‘You don’t know what you have until it’s gone.’ 
However, I’m willing to bet that not many of 
you can actually appreciate the meaning 
behind this proverb like | now can. A little over 
three weeks ago, | found myself under vol- 
untary house arrest, more commonly known 
in the media and current conversation as 


quarantine. 
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Submission (BDSM) Policy 


At The Underground we love unsolicited material, 
especially letters and opinion pieces. Should such 
material be typed or printed and delivered to The 
Underground's snazzy portable by or before noon 
on the Friday prior to the desired publication date, 
we will more than likely print it. We kindly ask that 
submissions be of 800 words or less and that they 
include the writer’s name and student number. 


Submissions become the property of The 
Underground and may or may not be published at 
the whim of The Editorial Board. The Board reserves 
the right to poke fun at submissions, post them on 
the wall in The Underground's snazzy portable (for 
the enjoyment of our staff and guests) or alter them 
in print in any way provided it is so acknowledged. 
By submission, authors implicitly bow down to the 
total editorial control of The Editorial Board and freely 
consent to the addition witty comments and criticisms 
(especially in the case of libelous or malicious 
submissions) courtesy of the snarky editors. 


For a more official-sounding Letters and Opinions 
Policy contact undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


The Underground 
is published by the 
Scarborough Campus 
Student Press, a non- 
profit corporation. It 
is funded by way of a 
direct levy to students 
of the University of 
Toronto Scarborough 
Campus, and through 
local and national 
advertising. The 
Underground is a 
member of Canadian 


University Press 
(CUP). 
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...And Editor cc 


| read the article “Paying the Price for Textbooks” in volume #3 and found it very 


Mi a k e Ss Th r e e interesting. | must point out, however, an error in the article found in the fourth para- 
graph: 


“However, UTPress is not owned by the university - it is a separate entity, a corpo- 
ration that deals solely with manufacturing and publishing.” 
Contrary to that statement, the UofT Press, which runs the bookstores, is in fact 


When | first joined the Underground, | signed on as the Graphics wholly owned by the University of Toronto. You see, the UofT Press, along with all the 
Editor. | figured | had a copy of Photoshop and loads of plug-ins that uoft bookstores, were a division of the university up until 1992 when it made the Press 
| was learning to use, so why not give it a try? After all, they were into a separate corporation and, thus, a separate entity from the university, as stated 
better off with me as opposed to nobody. At first it was pretty simple. in the aforementioned article. (This was done for financial reasons--i.e., making it a 
Select the background, then run a plug-in. Type in the banner text, more viable operation.) The UTP, nonetheless, is still wholly owned and controlled by 
then run a filter. But it wasn’t long before | realised that | could, and the university, albeit a separate corporation with more autonomy. 
should, try to do more. | learned more about different programs, and In fact, if you were to go to the utsc bookstore website ( http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/ 
started coming up with things that pushed me beyond the standard ~bookstore/ ), it’s right there at the bottom paragraph: 

Photoshop trend-whoring that | relied on. 

About a month or so into things, | started hanging around for | The UTSC Bookstore is owned and operated by the University of Toronto 
Production nights. | helped out here and there, and since | had Bookstores, a division of the University of Toronto Press, Inc., a not-for-profit 
used PageMaker back in high school, | was surprisingly better than | company wholly owned by the University of Toronto. 
useless for a rookie. But one night, halfway through the year, Dave | 
Zolis, the Production Manager at the time, got into an argument | Take care and all the best. 
with our Editor, Tim Soucie. He decided it was best for him toleave. | 
Permanently. So, based almost entirely on who was left in the office Mike Wallace 
at the time, | became the Underground’s new Production Manager. | Purchasing Coordinator/Supervisor 
It was surprisingly easy at first, but the following year we underwent | University of Toronto Press (Varsity) 


a major overhaul in the look of the paper - one that forced me to 
think more critically of how each page looked. Once again | found 
myself in a position where | was forced to grow to suit the needs of 


the Underground. mailto: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 
Flash forward a few years to the end of last year’s publishing “ 
schedule. | found myself in an interesting yet familiar situation - The subject: letters 


Underground needed an Editor-in-Chief, yet no one was willing to 
take the position. Meanwhile, | was making plans to put off join- 
ing the workforce for another year to pursue an education in, of 
all things, digital media. So, realizing that | was going to have a 


relatively loose schedule, and that | once again volunteered to fill some say that today’s supreme court decision is a victory for gay people...does 
the void. For the third time, I’m not exactly sure if I’m cut out for this ANYONE care what God’s Word says?.....Christ did not allow Himself to be scourged 
job, but hopefully I'll adapt to best suit this paper, this staff, and this & nailed to a cross so that we can continue to ignore God’s Word....He died for us b/c 
campus. If not... well... I'ma smart kid. I'll figure something out. He loves us. He knows that if we continue to prefer sin rather than God, the conse- 


quences on our soul will be tragic...very soon, The ‘antichrist’ will be revealed...i heard 
al franken on c-span this morning making jokes about the antichrist... you can laugh 
all you want or you can read 2 thessalonians,ch.2 in the N.T. unless the world repents, 


Greg Br own ‘Many’ will perish...don’t let it happen to you. the time for worldwide repentance has 
A : come! 
Graph ics Edito lr, PLEASE REPENT! we can no longer be neutral. Jesus said,”The things the world 
: values are an Abomination to God!” james(Jesus’ brother) said, “You adulterous 
Production Manager, generation.Don’t you know that ANYONE Who Chooses to be a friend of the world 
: - BECOMES AN ENEMY OF GOD?” james 4:4 remember the dylan song ‘you gotta 
Editor-| n-Chief serve somebody’ ‘it might be the devil or it might be The Lord...but you gotta serve 


somebody...’ most people don’t realize that unless you TAKE A STAND FOR CHRIST 
& GOD against the Immorality of the World, you are God’s Enemy...He wants you to 
REPENT, believe on His Son Jesus & Follow Him. 

It's Time For Everyone To Decide-including members of the media & Even 
politicians!..are you going to STAND W/ CHRIST against the IMMORALITY OF THE 


There are three kinds of lies: lies, WORLD? or are you -by saying nothing-going to encourage behavior that will poten- 
: eas tially lead to a person’s DAMNATION? are you going to fight for a person’s ‘rights’ to do 
damned lies, and statistics certain behavior or are you going to ignore possibly angry outcries of certain groups & 


try to warn people about their behavior & hopefully snatch them from the fires of hell?! 
do you choose to be a friend of the world or A FRIEND OF GOD? 

Jesus loved/loves these people enough to die for them. do YOU love them enough 
to tell them their behavior can have terrible eternal consequences? holly keely/usa 

to ‘gay’ people & others...Jesus LOVES YOU! His love really is better than anything 
else-including sin....i’m not ‘holier than thou.’ i've possibly sinned more than anyone 
reading this letter...the ‘Good News’ is that Jesus was willing to save me...& He’s 
willing to save you as well. He'll forgive your sins & guarantee you a spot in heaven. 
it's not about ‘church’...it's not about ‘Christianity’...it’s about Jesus Christ...find Him 


Now... 
\ tows A / you have my permission to print & distribute this letter. hk 
% ee feivig 
{o> a Se 4 VA Editor’s Note: Please don’t be too offended by the words of the esteemed Ms. 
fe, Beringer A Kelly. | just ran her letter for a laugh. 
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Christian Lucier 
News Editor 


Over the last year or so, trimestering 
has become a familiar word in the UTSC 
lexicon. The majority of students have 
heard about it, read about it, and for the 
most part have forgotten about it. At first 
glance, it appears as though the affects of 
a trimestering system at UTSC will have 
little to no effect on how daily operations 
are carried out. Instead of there being 
two semesters, we now have three, so 
what's the big deal? The real deal is that 
trimestering will have a drastic effect on 
how UTSC operates, and furthermore 
serves you as a University. 

Trimestering came to UTSC for a 
number of reasons. For starters, the 
majority of universities follow a trimes- 
tering system. Not only is this type of 
system practical, but it is more efficient 
as well. Trimestering provides more flex- 
ibility for the average student; through 
allowing him or her to schedule his or her 
classes throughout the whole year, which 
provides more time for work or other non- 
academic responsibilities. Trimestering 
also helps with co-op programs, because 
it allows for a wider range of course 
selections and class times, making it 
easier to schedule desirable classes 
around a co-op placement period. 
Another benefit with trimestering is limit- 
ing registrations that go above 2.5 F.C.E 
(Full Course Equivalency) per term. This 
isn’t to say that a student cannot register 
for more 2.5 F.C.E; this can be done by 


http:/Awww.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 


getting permission from the registrar's 
office. But more importantly, a move like 
this ensures that students do not enroll 
in more then 5 F.C.E, and th 
the classes they don’t want be 
semester starts. Believe me, this it 
stuff actually happens. How selfish can 
you get? 

Even with all these benefits, trimes- 
tering has its setbacks, and what pains- 
taking setbacks they are. The one that 
stings the most is the removal of prac- 
tically all full-year courses. Full-year 
courses were awesome, because they 
made scheduling simple. Students would 
ofen take one or two full-year courses 
that took up a large portion of schedule 
space and class time. With the absence 
of these courses comes great complexity. 
The average student likes to do about 
5.0 F.C.E a school year (when the school 
year was comprised of a fall and spring 
semester), which ends up being roughly 
about 7 to 8 classes a year pending on 
how many full-year courses the student 
in question enrolls in. However, with the 
removal of full-year courses, the average 
student (5 F.C.E a year) has to worry 
about 5 different classes each semester, 
which can be a bit trying. (Keep in mind; 
this is assuming that the average stu- 
dent attends UTSC for only the fall and 
spring semesters.) Half-year courses 
also mean more exams. In most cases, 
a full-year course will have one midterm 


and one final, with various assignments/ 
projects in between. Half-year courses 
also usually have one midterm and one 
final, so expect to be writing more exams 
overall.. There is also another concern 
brought on by the dominance of half-year 
courses - will the increase in the number 
of courses a student has to take cause 
an increase in the amount of money 
the average student spends on books? 
Going back to the example of the student 
who takes 5 F.C.E a year, this student 
could only keep this pace by taking 10 
different classes a year, which translates 
into a ton of books. Poor English Majors, 
and | use the word “poor’ literally. 

So far, trimestering at UTSC has had 
afew bumps. The faculty of Management 
has the majority of it's course selections 
spread throughout the year, while other 
fields are still trying to catch up. Having 
spoken to a few students attending 
classes in the newly appointed summer 
semester, it would appear as though 
trimestering has not reared its head yet. 
When asked whether trimestering has 
had any effect on how classes are car- 
ried out, most students replied the they 
hadn't noticed any changes. Only time 
will tell, but the effects of trimestering will 
become much more apparent in the fall 
and spring semesters, a time when the 
population at UTSC is at its peak. We 
will just have to wait and see. 


Going back to the 
example of the 
student who takes 
5 F.C.E a year, this 
student could only 
keep this pace by 
taking 10 different 
classes a year, 
which translates 
into a ton of books. 
Poor English Majors, 
and | use the word 
“poor” literally. 
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What with the influx of three-part movies lately, 
we thought it appropriate to examine one of the more 
curious phenomena being abused in our culture today, 
the movie trilogy. Originally birthed by movies like 
Star Wars and The Godfather, these series were land- 
marks that shaped American cinema with their impact. 
Usually the forming of a trilogy was of an almost inci- 
dental nature. The popularity of the first movie would 
lead filmmakers to make two sequels to expand the 
story. The second movie was usually as good as, if 
not better than, the first and then, for some reason, 
the third would be distinctly worse. Still, the creation 
of the movie trilogy created the notion that a movie 
can tell larger story, one that spans years instead of 
hours, and which creates not just a cult following, but 
permanent niche in our culture. 

Today, the trilogy is back with a vengeance. But 
the approaches to making a trilogy are now more 
diverse. We're going to take a look at how three dif- 
ferent moviemakers are formulating their trilogies, just 
to see if there isn’t some discrepancy between intent 
and product. And surely a good amount of hypercriti- 
cal fault-finding will make everything that much more 
enjoyable along the way. 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


Star Wars - The Whore 


There were long-standing whispers about the additional Star Wars trilogies meant 
to be added on to the classic defining sci-fi trilogy of our generation. Originally, the 
rumour was that two more trilogies were being made: the prequel trilogy that we are 
being subjected to right now, and a sequel trilogy that would later tell the story fol- 
lowing the end of the series. Many wondered how filmmakers would tackle such an 
ambitious project, but most felt reassured that if anyone could properly handle the 
responsibility it was the people who fathered the original. 

Certainly the addition of so much story before and after the existing series, a 
series that had already built for itself such a large mythos of background information, 
would be a hugely organized writing effort. How would they create fully shaped, rich 
and complete story that would bring nine movies into one cohesive whole. This would 
take great thought, planning and brilliance. 

But so far, none of these have figured into the further development of the series. If 
anything, we can say that the marketing of lunchboxes, PS2 games and action figures 
has been the leading controlling force behind the development of the Star Wars plot. 
It has been realized that what the masses really want to see is Yoda doing kung-fu 
and Natalie Portman in a halter-top. Thus, the story has stagnated, relying on a weak 
romantic sub-plot and kooky CGI characters (like that CG manifestation of annoy- 
ance, Jar-Jar Binks) to keep people distracted between action scenes. 

Here we see one new approach to the making of a trilogy: the marketing whore. 
The making of these movies are meant to attract the public eye and shape a story 
pleasing to the box office while attempting to show how grand-scale and flashy 
modern cinema can be (to say nothing of content). 


If Geroge Lucas was a Star Wars Character he’d be: Emperor Palpatine - 
involved in every movie, the dark overlord sits in the shadows, spreading discontent 
over the universe. 
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The Matrix - The Youth 


The Matrix trilogy seems to most closely resemble the trilogy of old in that it is 
being built upon the success of a single original movie, and in doing so risks falling 
into a great number of pitfalls. Whether or not you like it, one has to admit that The 
Matrix made a big impact upon our society in the last few years. Along with being 
an exciting and stimulating action movie it captured and mixed together so many 
themes of modern story telling - amongst them fear of technology, conflict of authority, 
metaphysical philosophy, potential of the individual - that it completely captured the 
imagination of the current youth generation. This creates a very big responsibility for 
its makers in continuing the project. 

The brothers Wachowski realize this responsibility and approach it with a serious 
attitude. They realize they have not only the attention of a generation but the opportu- 
nity to create a whole new world for their story, as grand and fleshed out as the great- 
est sci-fi backdrops. And they want to cover all fronts. So what do they do? Cover 
all mediums. As The Matrix Reloaded hit theatres this summer there were already 
two other projects waiting in the wings to be released: The Animatrix, a DVD release 
of animated shorts fleshing out the back story of the series, and Enter The Matrix, a 
videogame that expands on the new movies plot. Also, the following the success of 
the Lord of the Rings movies (which will be discussed later) the third movie was filmed 
at the same time as the second and will soon be released. The makers of The Matrix 
want your attention and are doing everything they can to earn it. 

But there’s a problem. The level of quality for all these recent projects has been 
notably lesser than the original film it was based on. In fact, some would argue that 
The Matrix has flopped this summer. The movie met mixed reviews, the DVD didn’t 
sell very well and the videogame plain sucks. And the third movie is already made, 
which means its too late to take any feedback into consideration. The story is set and 
now there will be no second chances for the makers. 

The Matrix is the excited youth of movies today. Anxious to be taken seriously it 
approaches its job with a serious demeanor, runs in too fast, bites off more than it can 
chew and is overwhelmed. The problem with the new Matrix products is simply that 
they lack the elegance of the original movie. They are less effective because they are 
overly complicated and the product suffers. Hopefully when people look back at The 
Matrix trilogy years from now they won't think, “The first one was sooo good...” 


If the Wachowski brothers were a Matrix character they’d be: The Twins, a 
couple of confused white guys trapped in a world they didn’t make. 


ORD RINGS 
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The Lord of the Rings - The Artist 


The making of the Lord of the Rings movies is interesting in that it is trying to 
capture the creativity of another person’s work, the father of modern fantasy J.R.R. 
Tolkien. This makes it a very different kind of challenge. Adapting novels into film is 
always a tricky subject, perhaps more so in the case of a fantasy series, where the 
imagination of individual readers plays such an important role. So here we have a film 
maker with a story already made for him and a crowd of thousands who could each be 
looking for something different in the movie. Being true not only to the original work 
and their own personal creative vision, the makers of such a movie have to be careful 
to appease a large (and traditionally anal) fan base. 

From this predicament sprang Peter Jackson’s method of making a trilogy as 
mentioned earlier, filming all of them simultaneously. Nothing assures a cohesive 
and static level of performance from everyone involved like making one large project 
out of the entire series. Of course there’s a number of reasons why this is easier for 
a series like LotR, the main one being a complete plot going into development. This 
is probably why it wasn’t a good idea for The Matrix to try to imitate this technique. 
There was no rush to produce a complete story in time to film such a large conjoined 
project in LotR’s case. 

The important thing about this technique however is that the creators of the series 
had a clear vision going into the production and a pressing desire to make a tribute 
to the works of the author and their own imaginations and they came out with the 
superior piece of cinema. | guess what I’m trying to say is, everyone knows Lucas is 
a whore and that the new Star Wars movies are two-hour long toy commercials, but 
what really separates the makers of Lord of the Rings from those of The Matrix is a 
level-headedness in approaching their project with a dedication to an artistic vision 
instead of some high, wild-eyed expectation of the impact they needed to make on 
everyone. 


If Peter Jackson was a Lord of the Rings character he’d be: Gimli, but mostly 
because of the beard. 


OOOOOU 
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| Film: Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines 
- Producers: C-2 Pictures, Intermedia 
Director: Jonathan Mostow 
| Starring: Arnold Schwarzenegger, 

Clarie Danes, Nick Stahl, Kristanna Loken 


Rating: 


Greg Brown 
Editor-In-Chief 


reviews 


For ten years, John Connor (Nick Stahl) 
has lived in fear. Although the date he knew as 
Judgement Day had come and gone with little 
event he could never let himself believe that his 
actions from a decade ago could truly prevent 
the destruction of mankind. To that end, he lived 
his life “off the grid”. With no credits cards, no 
job, and no home, he made himself impossible 
to trace, in the event that Skynet, the highly 
advanced network of machines that once tried to 
kill him, would send another machine after him. 

Unfortunately, John’s instincts are correct, 
and Skynet still lives. Unable to find John, it 
instead sends it’s most sophisticated Terminator 
model, the T-X, back in time with a new mission 
- to eliminate John’s future generals. Due to an 
unfortunate twist of fate, John is once again 
caught in the fray, along with childhood crush 
Kate Brewster (Claire Danes), and the repro- 
grammed Terminator sent back to protect them 
both. By piecing together bits of information 
about the future and present, the trio devises a 
new plan to destroy Skynet once and for all, and 
ensure that Judgement Day never comes. 

As in the previous Terminator movies, the 
action starts off very early in the show. The 
fight scenes are much more fierce this time 
around, with both one or both terminators 
taking some serious blows in every encounter. 
Schwarzenegger reprises his role as the pro- 
tective T-101 (for some unknown reason, he’s 
no longer called a T-800) without missing step, 
but his new adversary, played by the stunning 
Kristanna Loken, offers something a little new to 
the series. Similar to Terminator 2’s T-1000, the 


T-X’s cold, calculating demeanour makes her a 
thing to be feared, but this time it’s coupled with 
a more tangible sense of cruelty. She actually 
seems to enjoy her mission, and is noticeably 
“elevated” from an unyielding killing machine to 
a being of pure evil. 

Another thing that really sets this movie 
apart from the others is the lighting. The harsh, 
high contrast look from the last movie, has given 
way to a softer, more conventional look. In addi- 
tion, more of the scenes take place in natural 
environments, so it’s not just sterile research 
labs and bustling construction sites. It’s almost 
bizarre seeing scenes with lots of lush greenery, 
although, ironically, most of them take place in 
a graveyard. There’s a also a lot more humour 
in this movie, and although most of it centres on 
the T-101, they actually seem more fitting than 
those in the Hulk. In one scene, the T-101 is 

One thing die-hard fanbs will like is the 
way the installment solves a possible hole in 
the ongoing plotline involving the cration of 
the terminators and the cause of Judgement 
Day. However, the idea of an unalterable future 
becomes one of the cornerstones in this movie, 
which is it’s main technical flaw. Based on infor- 
mation given by the Terminator, the future has in 
fact changed in a number of ways; future allies 
are killed by the T-X, and Judgement Day has 
been delayed by a few years. 

Overall, Terminator 3 is a great movie. 
Probably not the best of the three, but definitely 
a worthy chapter in tihs widely popular series, 
which, thanks to an unexpected twist at the end, 
is presumably far from over. 
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Lisa Endersby 
Staff Writer 


I’m sure everyone remembers that old saying ‘You 
don’t know what you have until it's gone.’ However, I’m 
willing to bet that not many of you can actually appreci- 
ate the meaning behind this proverb like | now can. A 
little over three weeks ago, | found myself under volun- 
tary house arrest, more commonly known in the media 
and current conversation as quarantine. 

My mom had been sick for a while and ended up 
in the hospital on the Monday 
of the May 24 long weekend. 
During her week-long stay, my 
dad and | visited her almost 
vey, oe going through the 


various as features set up in response to the ongo- 
ing SARS scare. Before you could even get through the 
doors of the hospital, you had to check in with a security 
| use that funny-smelling hand sanitizer (is that 
spell it?) That same liquid was also avail- 
abl for use when you signed the visitors log, as well as 
u answered the same questions that millions of 
h residents have had read to them at some 


reathing?) Even though these 
t really seem to do much in the way of 
protecting patients and visitors from illness, it was still 
reassuring to know that precautions of any kind were 
being taken. 

The last time | went to visit my mom was probably 
the Saturday before she came home. The minute | 
walked into the hospital you could tell things were differ- 
ent, though why | didn’t just hightail it out of there when 
| had the chance is beyond me. Due to recent reports in 
the media of new SARS cases, everyone working in the 
hospital was shrouded behind a mask, those blue and 
pink ones with the little metal strips at the nose. While | 
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was visiting my mom, a nurse came around and handed 
me a mask to wear, so for my entire two hour visit | was 
unable to breathe normally or to be fully understood 
without repeating myself at least twice. That following 
Monday, my dad phoned me from work to say he had 
read in the paper that all visitors to the Scarborough 
General Hospital between what | think was May 9 
through the 25th were being told to go into ‘voluntary 


QUARANTINE 


Not the Glamorous Trip to the Oscars You Think It Is 


quarantine’ for the next 10 days. 

Having lost any semblance of freedom, | found 
myself utterly terrified of having to spend the next 10 
days stuck in our small home with my mom, who was 
still recovering, my dad and my extremely hyper and 
easily irritated younger brother. Luckily for me | have 
incredible self- control or | don’t think anyone else in this 
family would be breathing today. The first couple of days 
were spent pretty much asleep and phoning people with 
whom | had previously made plans to let them know | 
was temporarily out of action. | also had to field millions 
of questions from my friends who were nice enough to 
offer me such nuggets of wisdom as ‘Stay away from 
me, you have SARS!’ or the ever-popular ‘Sucks to be 
you’. The phone, the Internet and | formed a special 
bond over those 10 days, as | was never without either 
one of them so | could satisfy my curiosity as to how 
the outside world was managing without me (answer: 
just fine). As much as | love my family, | will admit there 
were times the house was just too small and everyone 
was just too noisy. All | wanted was some time to myself, 
even if that meant going down to the basement and flop- 


ping in front of the TV while chaos reigned above my 
head. Even though spending time in closed quarters did 
bring us closer, | know for sure now that absence, and 
not forced confinement, makes the heart grow fonder. 
Of course, being in quarantine wasn’t all that bad. 
| had time to sleep, which was great, and more time 
to actually stop and think about things that were going 
on in my life instead of just going through the motions 
of my daily routine. | got to work on things | had put off 
during the school year and had then just forgot about 
once exams ended, including finally being able to walk 
around my room without stepping on or tripping over 
various possessions. Even though | have likely made 


my friends out to be uncaring and oddly hostile, | had 
friends to whom | barely get a chance to talk, call me 
almost daily just to see how | was doing. This was a 
welcome change from my brother constantly asking if 
he could go to this place and buy this toy now because 
he just couldn’t grasp the whole ‘waiting’ concept. 

In all, while | wouldn’t wish 10 days confinement in 
anyone’s house, especially mine, on anyone, having 
been given an opportunity to slow down and sometimes 
even stop running around and simply ‘be’ is in fact a 
blessing. Don’t get me wrong, I’m certainly not eager to 
repeat the experience, especially now that my summer 
has just started to get really busy, but if being in quaran- 
tine has taught me anything it would be this: 

ONE: Taking time to stop and think is vital in main- 
taining a sense of balance in your life; just going from 
one task to another turns everything into another item 
on a to-do list that has no actual meaning aside from 
another chore and, 

TWO: No matter what anybody says, there is such 
thing as spending too much time with the same people. 
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Stones SARS Benefit Concert 
Shadows Toronto Health Risks 


Christian Lucier 
News Editor 


a 
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word of the week! 


Weekly Haiku 
by Sachin Hingoo 


Sorry Scarborough 
This issue is so half-assed 
Blame Ricky Martin. 


don’t you know I’m LOCO?? 


1. Government by triumvirs (One 
of three people sharing public 
administration or civil authority). 
2. The office or term of a triumvir. 
3. A body or group of triumvirs. 
4. An association or a group of three. 
Also called troika. 


Finally, after a long period of chilly, windy, rain 
soaked days, summer is upon us. Last week was 
beautiful! Hot and sunny, which is the ideal tempera- 
ture for sitting back and having a few beers on the patio. 
However, even when taking into consideration the gift 
of a nice few days of weather, everything is not all fine 
and dandy in Toronto and at UTSC for that matter. The 
city is still at war with the ever-dreaded SARS, and a 
new seasonal perpetrator is at it again, Mr. West Nile 
himself (or Ms. West Nile for those sensitive few out 
there). Now is it just me or are these two viruses playing 
monkey in the middle with the people of Toronto, and 
the object to which these two feared viruses are keeping 
from us is our “Summer Time Fun.” The effect of these 
two viruses is perplexing to the students at UTSC in so 
many ways. When we read the paper, watch the news, 
and listen to the radio, various health officials advise us 
to avoid large public gatherings due to the possibility of 
being infected with the SARS virus. Fair enough, let’s 
all go camping and seclude ourselves from any SARS 
related health risks. But, we aren't in the clear yet. Just 
when we sit down by the fire to roast some marshmal- 
lows and pick up the guitar, a ferocious army of West 
Nile infected mosquitoes may descend upon us with the 
wrath of all their fallen brothers throughout the previ- 
ous years (I told you not to squish ‘em!). So now that 
our ever-beloved health officials have advised us to 1) 
avoid any large public gatherings, and 2) not linger by 


pe 


any stagnant water in the outdoors or near any heavily 
infested mosquito areas, what ever do we do?!? Go to 
the July 30" Stones SARS Benefit Concert!!! This par- 
ticular event is rumored to be attracting at least 300,000 
people all cramming together in order to catch a glimpse 
of the legendary Mick Jagger, not to mention the fact 
that the venue (Downsview Park) is a large open field, 
the same kind of field where insects love to breed and 
fly around looking for chow. 

Now don’t get me wrong, | am not a party pooper by 
any means. | just like to look at the facts once in awhile, 
and these details bring questions to one’s mind. Is this 
the best idea the City of Toronto has come up with? 
Well...at $21.50 for an opportunity to see the Stones, 
AC/DC, and the Guess Who, this is a stroke of bloody 
genius! Needless to say, | have my ticket resting in my 
back pocket. Health clearances aside, a show like this 
comes only once in a lifetime, and for that price it’s ano 
brainer. 

An event like this is good for more reasons then just 
tourism and an increase of funds into the commercial 
districts of Toronto. It gets people off their butts and out 
the door to take in this recently glorious summer. The 
Stones SARS Benefit Concert also promotes a sense of 
unity and hope in the community. In a way, going to this 
concert is like saying, “Let’s get on with life, and come 
what may, we are going to enjoy this summer and one 
hell of a show!” Hope to see you out there! 
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On Hygiene and Summer Jobs 


Sachin Hingoo 
Associate Editor 


There’s this woman named Debbie at my office who smells like pee. 
She was here last summer when | started working here, and | can assure 
you that it’s gotten worse. | don’t even know how one can smell like pee in 
this day and age, what with modern innovations like the motion-detecting, 
swivelling showerhead, the loofah, and the ever-mysterious ‘bath bomb’, 
which I’m told doesn’t look dissimilar to a real bomb. Besides, the logistics 
of pee stink dictate that you would either have to a) piss yourself, or b) get 
pissed ON, in order to smell like this. 

But the stench of urine lingers, despite protests from her co-workers and 
even my boss. The situation is exacerbated by the fact that she’s a ‘close 
talker’ - right in your face - and she has this habit of leaning into your cubicle 
and barking inane, insipid comments like ‘TGIF!’ or ‘hot enough for ya?” 

I'd be lying if | told you that | haven’t thought about killing this woman, 
that I’m not thinking about it right this minute, that | don’t fantasize about 
brandishing a sharpened, bent, and rusty coat hanger and... 

Okay, this is not appropriate for a student newspaper, even by our stan- 
dards. But it should give you an idea of how important hygiene can be, 
doesn’t it? Go to class one day without showering after a night of whiskey 
and Steel Door Challenge (see a previous issue if you don’t know what this 
is), and you'll get looks from your classmates. And if your classmates are 
anything like me, your life may be in real danger. You may be walking back 
to your pigsty of a residence, stinking up the campus, and someone will 
come up behind you brandishing a sharpened, bent, and rusty coat hanger 
and... 

Sorry. All I’m saying is that it’s not all about you, okay? | realize that we 
don’t go to York, that you don’t have to get gino’ed up to go the bathroom, 
and that some people just have more B.O than others. But for crying out 
loud, people: have some fucking courtesy. | don’t have to be privy to your 
penetrating stink as | walk to my Economics lecture, and, let’s face it, with 
the double cohort looming on the horizon, it’s not going to get any better. 

Hygene is important, especially if you're trying to get, or in my case, 
keep a job. Unless you’re working in a slaughterhouse or Arby's, it is very 
important that you wash your hands after using the bathroom. There was 
a time... 

As | speak, the pee woman draws closer, unabashedly squealing as 
she shows my co-workers some oh-so-clever website she’s just found, or 
the new Dilbert or Ziggy or (ugh) Cathy cartoon that she’s clipped out of the 
newspaper. And the most infuriating thing about this woman, more than the 
stench, more than her grating, high-pitched whine that | can hear coming 
from a mile around the corner, is that this woman, this fucking harbinger of 
stink and the bane of my existence, is actually doing less work than me. 


Got a bad case 
of the 
Mondays, huh? 


X 


DEBBIE 
“THE PEE 
LADY" 


Editor’s Note: Normally | wouldn't condone directly insult- 
ing people in the Underground, but, dammit, there’s just 
no excuse for going. to. work smelling like pee.. Besides, 
I'm sure Debbie isn't even her real name. 


P.S. | added some extra stink lines. 
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There are positions open in nearly every 
facet of the newspaper experience for 

next year. You can even be Editor In- 
Chief, and be the proud owner of your own 
personal fiefdom! So here's a rundown 

of the positions that you may want to fill. 
Sometimes, they pay you. 


e Life Editor 
e Graphics Editor 
and Staff Writers of every type! 


If you're interested, please e-mail us at 
undergnd@scar. utoronto.ca® You may 
be asked to submit a writing sample/ 
resume or some other expression of your 
competence as a writer/editor/manager. 


Waraek ear 


Not quite error-free since 1980 


Needs You! 


SCSP (Scarborough Campus Student 
Press) is currently looking for new 
members for it's Board of Directors. 
Anyone who is interested should con- 
tact the Underground for further details. 


phone: 416.287.7054 
fax: 416.287.7055 
email: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


SCSP is currently looking for people to fill the following positions: 


2 Full-time student members 
1 Part-time student member 
1 member of the faculty, staff, or alumni of UTSC 


Anyone who is interested in starting up another publication 
under SCSP may also apply 
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cantents 


Construction or 


destruction at UTSC... 


Before all the mass-construction on campus, 
UTSC did resemble the college in Leacock’s 
quote. We were secluded, isolated, and very 
unique. Amongst a wide variety of strong old 
trees laid a campus hidden from the outside 
world. This type of isolation played a very 
strong role in how UTSC operated. 


p.5 


The follies of the 
game makers: 


Do videogames make people stupid, or 
is it the other way around? 


The videogame industry is a funny little 
mess of ups and downs. It makes sense 
that a business based upon cutting edge 
technology and the whims and fancies of 
young adults, two of the most fluctuating 
elements one could ever try to predict, 
would be a tumultuously difficult one in 


which to stay afloat. 
p.8 
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Submission (BDSM) Policy 


At The Underground we love unsolicited material, 
especially letters and opinion pieces. Should such 
material be typed or printed and delivered to The 
Underground's snazzy portable by or before noon 
on the Friday prior to the desired publication date, 


The Underground 
is published by the 


we will more than likely print it. We kindly ask that 
submissions be of 800 words or less and that they 
include the writer’s name and student number. 


Submissions become the property of The 
Underground and may or may not be published at 
the whim of The Editorial Board. The Board reserves 
the right to poke fun at submissions, post them on 
the wall in The Underground's snazzy portable (for 
the enjoyment of our staff and guests) or alter them 
in print in any way provided it is so acknowledged. 
By submission, authors implicitly bow down to the 
total editorial control of The Editorial Board and freely 
consent to the addition witty comments and criticisms 
(especially in the case of libelous or malicious 
submissions) courtesy of the snarky editors. 


For a more official-sounding Letters and Opinions 
Policy contact undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


Scarborough Campus 
Student Press, a non- 
profit corporation. It 
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of the University of 
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University Press 
(CUP). 
RSA ER 


Editorial | Letters 


letters 


The Underground 


In Defense of Miss Kelly 


(Volume 23, Issue 1, July 9, 2003) 


It could have 


been worse... 


A funny thing happened when | was working on the last issue. If 
you read issue one of the Underground, you probably noticed that 
there were a few mistakes here and there. Normally this wouldn't 
bother me too much, but this time things were different. You see, 
what you saw last week was only a partially-edited copy of the paper. 
| finished putting the issue together kinda late that Monday night, and 
made a .pdf of it so that | could take it home to read and further edit. 
| made a point of doing so because | knew that everything that | had 
written was completely unedited, and after the long day | just went 
through, | really didn’t feel like spending any more time in the office. 
When | came back in on Tuesday morning to apply the final changes, 
| saved the new, up-to-date .pdf to a new location. But when | went 
to upload the new version of the issue to the printing company’s 
machines, | accidentally went back to the original version from the 
night before. D’oh. 

To make matters worse, after I’d already left for work, something 
inside me kept saying that I'd made a mistake somewhere. So, 
later that night, | dropped by the office again, found out what | had 
done wrong, and, after adding a few graphical changes throughout 
the issue, sent an even further revised copy of the paper to the 
presses. 

Unfortunately, when | sent the revised issue to the printers, | was 
already too late. Apparently, they moved the first copy to another 
computer from which the prints could be made, leaving the newer 
version unused. Double d’oh. 

As bad as it seemed at the time, | guess it could have been worse. 
After all, accidents happen everyday, mistakes are just a part of life, 
and Murphy's Law rules over all others. Entertainment companies 
blow millions on the “next hottest thing” that really isn’t, valuable con- 
struction plans cause unanticipated turmoil, benefit concerts bring 
on such ills as dehydration, unwieldy crowds and Justin Timberlake, 
and sport stars videotape themselves having sex with minors. In the 
wake of all this, my problems don’t seem so terrible after all. 


Greg Brown 
Editor-in-Chief 


Hey Youll! 


Want to see what Issue 1 was should have looked 
like? Just visit our website at: 


www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd 


and download a copy of the Underground in all it’s 
sweet, beautiful .pdf glory. But you better hurry, 
because we can only keep the .pdf versions 
online one at a time right now. 


Dear Editor, 


| find your paper very interesting and somewhat informative. | just had 
to bitch about something you may or may not appreciate. In the July issue, 
Holly Keily (from USA) wrote to the Underground expressing her views about 
christianity, the antichrist and the new gay marriage law. She poured out all 
of emotions in the letter and yes, one might think that she was very extreme. 
| also appreciated you printing her letter; but your intent for publishing that 
letter was fucked up. You said “Editor's Note: Please don’t be too offended 
by the words of the esteemed Ms. Kelly. | JUST RAN HER LETTER FOR 
A LAUGH". | just wanted to say that no matter how extreme her views are, 
you (being the “editor”) should still respect them. Its people like you who 
influence racism and genocide (in some way or another), where people are 
mocked for their opinions. Remember, a billion droplets of water form a sea. 
And thats exactly what your reply was, a droplet of mockery. Sarcasm is 
funny, but it should also have its limits. 

| am not defending her in anyway whatsoever. | am not a christian either, 
nor am | religious. But YOU NEED TO RESPECT PEOPLE’S OPINIONS, 
rather than just laugh at them (and laugh in your head if you want, don’t fuck- 
ing publish it). give respect and your’ll get respect back. 


Sal 


p.s. you can publish this letter if you want (and if you are publishing it, i 
would love to read your reply) 


Dear Sal 


As much as | agree with your sentiment regarding how we treat other 
people’s opinions in the Underground, | should say something to clarify 
things here - | wasn't actually laughing at Ms. Kelly’s opinion. You see, while — 
| was reading Ms. Kelly’s letter, it occured to me that it didn’t make her seem 
very bright. Not because her opinion didn’t agree with mine, but just based 
on the crude way in which it was written. What makes this truly amusing, to 
me, anyway, is this: Ms. Kelly is the only person who voiced an opinion that 
opposed the gay marriage law, but she does so in a letter that seemed like 
it was written by someone with the mentallity of a 12-year-old, and that this 
letter is then going to be read by a community of presumably well-educated 
individuals, most of whom | assume would be in favour of the law. She’s 
hardly the best person to convince us of her opinion, but she’s also the only 
person trying to. So it wasn’t her opinion that made me laugh, but the whole 
situation that is implied by her submitting it to us. | apologize for not making 
that more clear. 


Greg Brown 
Editor-In-Chief 


mailto: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 
subject: letters 


Explanations exist; they have existed for all F 
times, for there is always an easy solution — 
to every human problem - neat, plausible, — 


and wrong. 
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Wednesday, August 6, 2003 


Construction or 
destruction at UT 


Christian Lucier 
News Editor 


Recent changes around campus, 
like the new residence building, 
are definitely a plus, but are we 

losing something (more tthan 
parking space) in return? 


| On the front page of the 2000-2001 Course 
__ Calendar, there is a quote that | always thought 
captured the essence of UTSC. Former 
University of Toronto graduate and well-known 
humorist/educator Stephen Leacock states, 


a 


“If somebody would give me about two 
dozen very old elm trees and about fifty acres 
of wooded ground and lawn --- not too near 
anywhere and not too far from anywhere --- | 
think | could set up a college that would put all 
the big universities in the shade.” 


Leacock passed away in 1944. While it is 
highly unlikely that he was referring to UTSC, 
but | think his words played a strong role in the 
development of this campus. 

Before all the mass-construction on 
campus, UTSC did resemble the college in 
Leacock’s quote. We were secluded, isolated, 
and very unique. Amongst a wide variety of 
strong old trees laid a campus hidden from the 
outside world. This type of isolation played a 
very strong role in how UTSC operated. Many 
may argue, but | believe that because of our 
seclusion, we were a more intimate educational 
establishment: professors knew your name, 
the academic staff had time for each student’s 


Opinions 


concerns, and gigantic queues for the book- 
store and registrar’s office were a rare occur- 
rence. Even though UTSC is affiliated with the 
University of Toronto, our architectural design 
and setup made us stand out, or “put all the big 
universities in the shade,” as Leacock points 
out. However, a new era is about to begin for 
UTSC. 

In a nutshell, UTSC looks nothing like it did 
three years ago. Currently there are five major 
projects on the go: 1) new Outer Parking Lots, 
2) the ARC (Academic Resource Center), 3) a 
new Student Residence, 4) anew Management 
Building, and 5) a new Student Center. | don’t 
even know if we should be calling these proj- 
ects additions anymore, because it seems 
like we are building more then we had in the 
first place, which brings to mind a key ques- 
tion. Will all these new buildings and parking 
lots better UTSC or take away from what we 
already have? 

Presently, the construction on campus has 
made life at UTSC a living hell. Inner parking 
lots have been downsized so much that they 
are almost nonexistent, and with the outer park- 
ing lots being repaired, staff and students have 
to park in a grass field and then hike for more 
then 10 minutes just to get to the front door. 


Yet, there are no discounts on parking for the 
inconvenience. Whoever thought up this great 
idea, my hat goes off to you. Even after all the 
changes are complete, we'll end up with more 
people being relegated to the outer parking 
lot, which is already a big complaint about our 
campus. On another note, the construction of 
the ARC has caused a severe downscale of our 
library. Shoot, the waiting room in an auto shop 
has more books then this place. The bottom 
line is that the building going on at UTSC right 
now is sucking the life out of our campus. It 
may have been more efficient to just shut down 
the campus and haul ass on the construction. 

But then again, maybe once all the smoke 
clears UTSC will be a better place. We will 
have the facilities that are in high demand, and 
there will certainly be more space for the double 
cohort. However, for whatever we do gain, we 
will lose in terms of our isolation and privacy. 
UTSC will join ranks with other large cam- 
puses, and we will no longer have what makes 
us unique. Large sections of our trees are 
being cut down, and giant buildings are being 
erected. Sooner or later, there will be nothing 
left to distinguish us from all the other schools, 
an unpleasant thought to say the least. 


Guest Haiku 
by Greg Brown 


Leave Kobe alone. 
There’s no way that he’s guilty 


Because “we know him”. 
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UTSC looses highly valued 
Grounds/Parking Manager... 


After a very successful twenty years with the University of Toronto, 
Gord Van Dyk moves on to bigger and better things. Gord was best 
known for his valiant efforts in maintaining a healthy student staff on the 
grounds and parking divisions at UTSC. Most students who worked for 
Gord viewed him more as a friend then a boss, for he was always kind 
and considerate to various student needs. It will be interesting to see 
how UTSC will continue on without Gord, considering he was a man who 
took pride in his work and made personal efforts to see that the outside 
appearance of UTSC was nothing more then exemplary, even if it meant 
coming in on his own time. Good luck on your future endeavors Gord, 
and thanks for all your hard work and dedication! 


Student center construction 
finally underway... 


At last, the students of UTSC have to no longer look at the future 
construction site sign for the new student center. Construction has 
begun on the Student Center and is in full swing. Presently, the site has 
been cleared of trees and other obstacles, and a foundation is being laid. 
There will be more information to follow. 


The News 


In Brief... 


Flower thief strikes again! 


Believe it or not, but there is a flower burglar alive and present at 
UTSC. Various gardens are missing patches of flowers, where a once full 
and lush garden lay. Reports from the gardeners at UTSC indicate that 
patches of both geraniums and marigolds have been plucked from their 
gardens. H-Wing gardens have been hit pretty hard, and a few B-Wing 
gardens were pillaged in various spots as well. Word to the wise, if ye 
be caught Flower Burglar, be prepared to suffer the wrath of angry and 
frustrated gardeners. 


Need for more road 
awareness on campus... 


With all the construction on campus, and the new projects underway 
(Student Center), there is a need for more road awareness from com- 
muters. Recently, there have been new stop signs placed on the main 
campus roads. Be advised, these stop signs have been placed in places 
where accidents are very likely. | am sure the campus police do not want 
to be pealing anyone off the side of a Mac Truck, so heads up. 


The News In Brief is compiled by Christian Lucier, News Editor 


http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/. 
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SARS: 


The Aftermath 


Mario Kangeswaren 
Online Editor 


Rouge Valley Cenentenary 
Health Site 


After four months of being on high-level infection 
control, Rouge Valley Centenary Health Site, the clos- 
est hospital to UTSC, Is back to a “level 0” state of alert, 
and will be opening its doors to its volunteer staff. 

People entering the hospital will still be required 
to go through a screening process, which involves a 
questionnaire sheet and temperature check. Breathing 
masks are still mandatory for anyone inside the build- 


ing. 


Rolling Stones Benefit Concert 


To raise funds for Toronto’s damaged economy, 
the Rolling Stones held the second “SARS benefit 
concert”, dubbed SARS-Stock, which headlined such 
musicians as: AC/DC, The Guess Who, Rush, Sam 
Roberts, Justin Timberlake, the Tea Party, and more. 
Tickets were extremely reasonable at $21.50, and a 
large potion of the proceeds went directly towards 
helping hospital workers. 

Touted as the biggest concert in Canadian history, 
the concert took place on July 30" at Downsview Park, 
with an attendance of 450,000 people, which is almost 
reminiscent of last summer’s Papal visit. 


2003/2004 
Resurgence? 


Winter SARS 


Scientists are still debating whether or not a reoc- 
currence of SARS will begin once the Fall/Winter 
season begins. One argument is that SARS will be 
eradicated by the end of this summer as the number of 
cases is on the decline and as there have been only a 
few recently reported cases of the virus being transmit- 
ted. The other major argument is that SARS maybe 
“laying low” like the common cold during the summer, 
and will resurge once the colder seasons begin. 

Currently none of the levels of government have 
prepared themselves, or the economy, for a resur- 
gence of SARS, and we may expect similar, if not 
worse, economic problems to occur. Further damage 
to a recovering economy is something the government 
has to address immediately. 


http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 


A Search For A Cure/Vaccine 


It has been announced by World Health 
Organization officials that a cure for SARS will most 
likely not be found in the near future due to a lack of 
infected people to test, as the number of SARS cases 
are diminishing. 

A Hong Kong microbiologist, Dr Yuen Kwok-yung 
has reported, that 130 Hong Kong infected patients 
receiving kaletra (a protease inhibitor) and ribavirin (an 
antiviral drug) have exhibited approximately double the 
survival rate compared to other patients. 

One thing that we now know is that SARS is spread 
as droplets. It has also been reported that the virus is 
able to survive on the surface of objects for approxi- 
mately four days. For example, suppose a SARS 
patient were to sneeze on a table, and although the 
patient was removed, the table was left unsanitized for 
3 days. If you were to touch the surface of the table 
and rub your eyes, there is a high probability that you 
would contract the virus. The importance of this is that 
a breathing mask is not necessarily helpful in such 
cases. One of the most effective methods of protect- 
ing yourself is to wash your hands thoroughly several 
times throughout the day, especially before eating, and 
try to refrain from placing your hands in your mouth, or 
touching your nose or eyes. 


The Aftermath 


According to the World Health Organization, to 
date, more than 8,400 people world-wide have been 
infected by the virus, with 438 of them living in Canada. 
There have also been over 812 reported deaths since 
it first originated, as many scientists believe, some- 
where in the Guangdong province of China. 

The industries that have sustained the most eco- 
nomical damage are the tourism industry, airline indus- 
try, and oriental-based food businesses. Air Canada, 
which filed for bankruptcy protection last month, esti- 
mated that SARS had cost the company $125 million in 
April alone, and Hong Kong’s airport authorities report 
that its passenger numbers have declined by 68% in 
April. 

Considering that the virus has originated from an 
unknown source in nature, there are concerns that the 
virus will continue to find its way into the human popu- 
lation if the source is not found soon. 


The Underground Arts 


The follies of the game makers: 


Do videogames make people stupid, or is it the other way around? 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


The videogame industry is a funny little 
mess of ups and downs. It makes sense 
that a business based upon cutting edge 
technology and the whims and fancies of 
young adults, two of the most fluctuating 
elements one could ever try to predict, 
would be a tumultuously difficult one in 
which to stay afloat. Looking back over 
the growing history of the videogame and 
the corporations that have risen and fallen 
in its presence, it is clear that success can 
be tenuous, trends can fade quickly - and 
that people can be extremely stupid when 
given the chance. 


REMEMBER THIS THING? If not, we're aren't 
surprised. Atari's Jaguar system was in and out of 
the console race faster than it took to build one. 


Atari 


As far as cultural symbols go, our general readership may be too 
young to put much stock in the name Atari, but the fact remains that 
everyone has heard of the progenitor of the home videogame con- 
sole. As the current big names in consoles like Sony and Nintendo 
continue to thrive after several generations of technology and sys- 
tems, one might wonder how it is that a company that began and 

dominated videogames in the early 80s disappeared so 

suddenly. Like most business tragedies, their story is 

one of poor decision making and missed opportuni- 

ties. 

By 1982 Atari was on top of the videogame 

industry, and as a result of their unprecedented 

success they began to make very sloppy deci- 

sions about how they distributed new games. 

They would often blow their budgets mass- 

producing more copies of software then they 

could possibly hope to sell, leading to ware- 

houses stocked with extra, useless merchan- 

dise. The most telling example of this poor busi- 

ness practice followed Atari's securing the rights 

to make a videogame of E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial. 

In their blind rush to profit from the movie’s popularity, 

they rushed production, forcing a single programmer 

to create the entire game in just over a month. The result 

was five million copies of a game no one wanted. Atari posted 

a record-breaking loss in profits the following year and began their 
sudden fall into oblivion. 

Atari's dynasty was declared truly dead when it failed to obtain 
the American distributing rights for Nintendo’s new entertainment 
system as a result of a game of broken telephone, which ended with 
the Atari Chairmen in charge of the deal threatening to sue Nintendo 
for no reason what so ever. Nintendo finally decided to handle their 
own distribution in America, and as the new juggernaut in video- 
games came over from Japan, the old one slipped into extinction, 
the company being sold off in parts. It’s last hurrah in the ‘90s would 
be a sad little system called the Jaguar, which, despite being the first 
64-bit console, sold poorly due to it’s lack-luster library. 
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Acclaim was a name synonymous with success. Now 
however, the name is most likely to be related with the 
words sensationalism and tastelessness. 


Acclaim 


During the older days of video- 
games there was a period when a 
game developing company called 
Acclaim seemed to be on top of the 
world. Behind incredibly popular 
arcade titles such as Double Dragon, 
Mortal Kombat and NBA Jam, and 
making a small fortune bringing these 
games to the household systems, Acclaim 
was a name synonymous with success. 

Now however, the name is most likely to be 
related with the words sensationalism and taste- 
lessness. 

It seems that sometime in the past few years some changes 
must have happened in the management of Acclaim, because it 
almost seems as if the company has lost its mind. Or perhaps just 
it's soul. Perhaps due to lagging profits and popularity in its more 
recent titles, Acclaim has begun to launch a number of bizarre and 
questionable advertising campaigns. Horrible to be subjected to, 
these way out and just plain wrong ads are amusing to consider 
from a safe distance. They include: advertising for videogames 
on people’s tombstones, offering a cash prize to the first couple in 
America to name their child after one of their franchises, and making 
the first American console game based on an extreme sport, but also 
includes frontal nudity as an aspect of game play (which nearly led to 
a law suit by BMX biker Dave Mirra). 

Acclaim’s popularity continues to slide as they make themselves 
the Jerry Springer of the videogame industry. Still, they continue to 
amaze and entertain by showing just how inventive their depravity 
can be. 


lon Storm 


When one of the co-creators of DOOM and Quake, two games 
that revolutionized computer gaming by birthing the first-person 
shooter and bringing it online, decided to start his own company, 
he did it with all the maturity of an eight year old who just won the 
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lottery. One is given the feeling that John Romero is an odd man 
just by looking at him. A bulky computer nerd with long hair and a 
pompous expression, he gives the impression that he might be a 
little vain. But he pretty much removed all doubt when he moved into 
his company’s brand new Dallas-based office, a top the city’s tallest 
skyscraper, and revealed what appeared to be more like an amuse- 
ment park then a place of business. 

Complete with private movie theatres, game centers, a gym and 
dojo and a cathedral ceiling, the office was obviously very condu- 
cive to creating a working environment. Perhaps this helps explain 
the second part of our story. Romero then proceeded to call the 

gaming community his bitch... literally. In advertising for his 
next big project, lon Storm released magazine ads 
that simply stated on blank pages ‘John Romero’s 
About To Make You His Bitch.’ Focusing on 
this one project, an ambiguous game called 
Daikatana, Romero and lon Storm continued 

to proclaim their approaching domination of 
the industry. 

Time passed and Daikatana remained 
in development. The proclamations faded 
and after years of staff firings, hirings and 
software rewrites, the game was released 
to less than mediocre reviews. The final 

price tag of the long standing project mea- 
sured in the tens of millions - with little return 
from retail sales. While lon Storm survived 
on the success of some minor projects from its 
smaller departments, the image of the long-haired 
messiah in his crystal palace was forever ruined. And 
Romero has remained quiet, bitch-comments and all. 


That wraps it up for this short review of incompetence. There 
are, of course, countless other mistakes, poor decisions and gener- 
ally laughable anecdotes to be highlighted and mocked in the history 
of videogames and there will always be new ones as time goes on. 
If you’d like to learn more about the many and varied flaws of the 
industry, feel free to bug The Underground to write another one of 
these fun little articles. 


When one of the co-creators of DOOM and Quake 
decided to start his own company, he did it with all the 
maturity of an eight year old who just won the lottery. 
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Reviews 


reviews 


No Trouble At All ceirincniet 


— ' | Album: Macy Gray; The Trouble 
With Being Myself 

Artist: Macy Gray 

Producer: Epic Records 
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Macy Gray’s latest album, The Trouble With Being Myself, runs 
very much like a collection of short stories put to music. Throughout 
the album, Gray’s words spin tales of love and hate, humour and 
sorrow and even life and death, but with her own unique lyrics and 
voice, she is able to pour new life into these time-honoured standards. 
Harkening back to same technique that first helped he win audiences 
over, the opening track, “When | See You”, blends a melancholy 
message with a relatively cheerful and buoyant beat. It also shows 
off her trademark raspy, but nonetheless seductive, voice, although 
she does seem to swerve a little more to the scratchy side on some 
of the higher notes. This pattern is also mirrored in “Happiness”, in 
which it seems like Macy is just singing about having a moment of 
true happiness, but after a closer listen, it actually seems more like 
the prophetic words of an addict expecting to die. 

Of course, there are songs in which Gray s a little more direct in 
expressing her sorrows. In “She Ain’t Right For You”, she bares her 
soul about watching the man she loves, but regretfully let go of, waste 
his time with another woman. A similar sentiment arises in the song 
“She Don’t write Songs For You”, another tale of love gone wrong, in 
which she strives to show her lover that no one can love him like she 
does, by using the purest gift she can offer — song. Despite its playful 
music and easy-going lyrics, Macy can still effortlessly slip in charac- 
teristically bold lines like “She'll give you good head, and she'll make 
up your bed, but she don’t write songs about you.” 

As a stark contrast to the general tone in this album, The Trouble 
With Being Myself also includes the songs “Speechless” and 
“Screamin”, the only songs that seem truly uplifting and avoid focus- 
ing on life’s more gritty or unhappy side. It’s here that Macy explains 
what it feels like to be truly loved, and the importance of showing 
others that you love them. 

If this album says anything about Macy, it’s that she’s a woman 
whose life was wrought with many challenges and regrets, but also 
that she has been able to rise above them, emerging ever stronger. 
Despite the many troubles that come with being Macy Gray, in the 
end, it’s no trouble at all. 


Coming soon to 


word of the week! 


1. A nonstandard usage or 
grammatical construction. 

2. A violation of etiquette. 

3. An impropriety, mistake, or 

incongruity. 
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Extreme Fatigue, Excessive Thirst, 
Elevated Temperature, and a Persistent 


Cough — Diagnosis: 


SARS:-stock...... 


They started arriving on the scene just as the sun 
was, joining the dedicated few who had been camped 
for days. Armed with their officially approved SARS- 
stock gear - disposable cameras, snacks, beach towels, 
blankets, sunscreen, and soft sided coolers filed with no 
more than two factory-sealed 500m! plastic bottles of 
non-alcoholic beverages, they were ready for what was 
being billed as ‘the concert of the century’. 

That familiar feeling of being a walking pocketbook 
began almost immediately, as concertgoers ran a gaunt- 
let of peddler-lined streets en route to Downsview Park. 
Their wares included Stones paraphernalia, sarongs, 
beaded jewelry, sunscreen, water, disposable cameras, 
you name it - the one feature they all shared was the 
shamelessly inflated pricing. 

The first obstacle encountered after entering the 
park grounds was the security checkpoint. The line-up 
wasn't as long as most had feared, as there were sev- 
eral guards on hand to rifle through our belongings. After 
passing the barrels of confiscated fruit, sandwiches and 
bottled water, the rush to get a prime location to see the 
show began. 

While we waited for the pre-show to begin, music 
videos were being shown to us on the big screens to 
keep us semi-entertained. Several people in the crowd 
decided to seize the opportunity to engage in their own 
form of entertainment, and openly test our new, more 
relaxed pot laws. Others were left to inhale second 
hand smoke of all varieties. At some points, the lack of 
wind made breathing rather difficult as smoke began to 
linger. For an event to herald the end of the SARS crisis, 
there sure was a lot of coughing going on. 

By the time the music started it was midday, and the 
blazing sun had already prompted most to finish what- 
ever liquids they had brought with them. It was also at 
this point that the fatigue started setting in. Several of 
the revelers had been up all night pre-partying or camp- 
ing out, while the majority of us had at least gotten up 
early. After 6-8 hours in the hot sun several blankets 
were occupied by a napping fan or two. 

Initially, the organization committee had promised 
that there would be free water refill stations on site to 
supplement the inadequate supply that they allowed 
fans to bring in. Apparently, that plan was scrapped 
at the last minute leaving thousands of hot and sweaty 
people to trek across miles in search of water - a task 
made more difficult by the throngs of people moving 
one inch at atime. Just to give you some sense of how 
densely packed the crowd could be, picture the most 
jam-packed subway car you’ve ever been in, and then 
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throw in thirty extra people. Maneuvering through this 
crowd was about four times worse. 

There was water on sale for 3 bucks per (500ml) 
bottle, or 2 for 5 bucks. However, trying to find the free 
water stations was another chore in itself. They kept 
changing the locations throughout the day, and not even 
the staff, police, and emergency medical service work- 
ers seemed to know what was going on (which was all 
the more frustrating since concert goers had been told 
to see each of these people for water at various points in 
the day). For many, the roundtrip journey to get water, 
and food, (or let them out) took upwards of an hour. | 
for one envied Justin Timberlake, the concert’s only pop 
act, for the bottles of water some less-than impressed 
audience members started throwing at him. 

The steadily growing crowd reached its peak of 
about 450,000 people at about early evening. The 
crowd itself was a spectacle to behold. Stretching past 
as far as the eye could see, was a sea of heads and 
waving hands trailing off into the horizon. The grass 
at Downsview Park had been replaced by a field of 
strange wildflowers, bobbing and swaying to the tumul- 
tuous winds of sound. 

Despite all of the annoyances, it was mostly a well- 
behaved crowd. The only glimpse of any kind of the 
danger that media had been predicting for weeks prior 
to the show, occurred during AC/DC’s performance. As 
people moved forward to get a closer view, those at the 
front were forced a bit too close to the stage for comfort. 
Everyone was warned to move back, some people were 
pulled over barricades, and the show went on. 

Over all, it was definitely worth all of the fuss. The 
show was amazing. The line-up included a little some- 
thing for everyone. The acts were: Dan Akroyd and Jim 
Belushi’s “Have Love Will Travel Revue”, Sam Roberts, 
Kathleen Edwards, the French Canadian group La 
Chicane, The Tea Party, Sass Jordan, The Isley 
Brothers, Blue Rodeo, The Guess Who, Rush, AC/DC, 
and of course, The Rolling Stones. Jan Arden sang the 
national anthem, and Mike Bullard took on the lion’s 
share of the hosting duties. The only real complaint with 
the performances was that several of the opening sets 
were (understandably) short. The Stones’ set capped off 
the night with every bit of energy and excitement that we 
could have anticipated. 

The ticket price of 21.50 would have been a steal to 
see any one of these groups alone. But in terms of the 
concert going experience, you definitely get what you 
pay for. 
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There are positions open in nearly every 
facet of the newspaper experience for next 
year. So here’s a rundown of the positions 
that you may want to fill. Sometimes, 
they pay you. 


e Sports Editor 

e Life Editor 

e Graphics Editor oth 
and Staff Writers of every ty 


pe! 


If you're interested, please"e-mail us at 
undergnd@scar utoronto.ca. You may 
be asked to submit a writing sample/ 
resume or some other expression of your 
competence as a writer/editor/manager. 
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Needs You! 


SCSP (Scarborough Campus Student 
Press) is currently looking for new 
members for it's Board of Directors. 
Anyone who is interested should con- 
tact the Underground for further details. 


phone: 416.287.7054 
fax: 416.287.7055 
email: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


SCSP is currently looking for people to fill the following positions: 


2 Full-time student members 
1 Part-time student member 
1 member of the faculty, staff, or alumni of UTSC 


Anyone who is interested in starting up another publication 
under SCSP may also apply 


Wednesday, August 27, 2003 


cantents 


Student Mentorship 
Program Flourishes 


at UTSC 


There are a large number of first year students 
gearing up to begin their university careers in 
a week. However, starting on the right foot is 
not as simple as just showing up. Making the 
right course selections, properly exercising 
time management, and understanding one’s 
program requirements are difficult tasks to 
master, which is exactly why UTSC imple- 
mented a student mentorship program in the 


2000 school year. p. 5 


A Head Start In 
The Game 


If everything goes according to plan, second- 
year business student Lesley Scorgie says 
she'll be a millionaire in eight years. 

But the Calgary-born Scorgie isn’t just 
dreaming big—she has an investment port- 
folio behind her to prove it. Since the age of 
ten, she’s built up investments that will put 
her at a million dollars at the age of 27, if 
the market and her tuition costs continue the 


way they are. p. 1 0 
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Submission Policy 


At The Underground we love unsolicited material, 
especially letters and opinion pieces. Should such 
material be typed or printed and delivered to The 
Underground’s snazzy portable by or before noon 


The Underground 


on the Friday prior to the desired publication date, 
we will more than likely print it. We kindly ask that 
submissions be of 800 words or less and that they 
include the writer’s name and student number. 


Submissions become the property of The Under- 
ground and may or may not be published at the whim 
of The Editorial Board. The Board reserves the right to 
poke fun at submissions, post them on the wall in The 
Underground's snazzy portable (for the enjoyment 
of our staff and guests) or alter them in print in any 
way provided it is so acknowledged. By submission, 
authors implicitly bow down to the total editorial control 
of The Editorial Board and freely consent to the addi- 
tion witty comments and criticisms (especially in the 
case of libelous or malicious submissions) courtesy 
of the snarky editors. 


For a more official-sounding Letters and Opinions 
Policy contact undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 
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Editorial | Letters 


It's The Beginning 
Of The End, Kids 


As the new school year draws closer, a new chapter begins in the 
lives of the many young people who join our campus. It’s during this 
time, and the years ahead, that we make the change from young men 
and women to full adults. Gone are the days of youthful innocence, 
carefree attitudes, and joyous laughter... or are they? 

For those of you who are just starting here at UTSC, and | suppose 
some of you who aren't, you have to keep in mind that this is just the 
beginning of the end - you’re not quite there yet. There will definitely be 
new responsibilities and more demanding.work-loads ahead, but there’s 

, still time to enjoy your life, try new things, and learn more about who 


you are, and what you want to be. That's what these a Pomning years are 


) 


really for. / 

To help give you a sense of what this part of your life has in store 
for you, or, in some cases,-can have, look no further than this issue 
of The Underground. Read about the mentorship program, a valuable 


resource for anyone might want a little help getting to know the ropes _ 


around Here. Draw inspiration from the story of Lesley Scorgie, your 
average university student, who also happens to be developing a mil- 
lion-dollar investment portfolio. And find out just how much the works of 
Shakespeare can ae tie into your life, mere aes these ever-changing 
times. 

This is more than a stage Agee you’re expected to grow up. It’s a 
period in which you can grow as a person. Just remember that, and life 
after highschool won’t seem so bad. 


Greg Brown 
Editor-in-Chief 


Hey You!!! 


Did you miss out on Issue 2 of The Underground? 
Just visit our website at: 


www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd 


and download a copy of The Underground in 
all it's sweet, beautiful .pdf glory. But you better 
hurry, because we can only keep the .pdf versions 
online one at a time right now. 


To the Editor, 


| would like to bring to your attention the concern for Human Rights and 
the safety of human beings worldwide and to set right the truth of Falun 
Dafa. There has always been chaos between good and evil wouldn't you 
agree? 

As of 1999 the Chinese Communist Party, (the former leader Jiang 
Zemin) formed a Falun Dafa control office known as 6/10, in order to 
denounce Falun Dafa and its students in any possible way that can be 
imagined. Through media and radio he announced that Falun Dafa was 
an evil cult to deceive the people. By Zemin’s hands, over 100,000 Dafa 
Practioners have been arrested, beaten, tortured, raped, and sent to 
mental institutions to be drugged and brainwashed, and even murdered, 
then blaming their deaths on suicide, detained and sent to detention with 
out council. The ban on Falun Dafa in China doesn’t stop there. Citizens of 
over 60 Countries outside of China that visit family and friends back home 
are persecuted at the mention of this righteous teaching, even in the pri- 
vacy of their own homes. Zemin even went as far as employing henchmen 


* outside of China. There was an incident in NewYork in June of 2003, were 


a practioner was beaten at a practice.site. Zemin rewards and encourages 
whistle blowers so he can wreak havoc on innocent people that study this 
peaceful practice. “On October 18, 2002, a group of Falun Dafa Practioners 
filed a class action lawsuit in the United States against Jiang Zemin and 
the Falun Dafa control office 6/10. Charges include torture, genocide, 
denial of the right to life, denial of the rights to liberty:and security of the 
person, denial of the right to be free from arbitrary arrest and imprisonment, 
and more,” (for @ full text of the complaint, please visit www.figjustice.org. 
Falun Dafa, also known as Falun Gong, is a self-cultivation practice to improve 
body, mind and spirit, based on Truthfulness-Compassion-Forbearance. It is 
an ancient Chinese practice introduced to the public in 1992 by Mr. Li Hongzhi. 
Mr. Hongzhi has received numerous awards and honors from all around the 
world, including China and was also nominated for the Nobel Peace prize 
in 2000 and 2002. Falun Dafa is practiced in more then 60 countries and 
over 100million plus people benefit from the results. People practicing this 
magnificent teaching and the five gentle exercises have improved their 
moral character and physical health through the teachings. Wouldn't this 
create a positive energy towards world peace? Do you think this would be 
a good thing? 

Justice will prevail. Thank you for your time. For more information about 
the truth of Falun Dafa visit: http:/Awww.clearwisdom.net. 


Yours Sincerely 


Aconcerned citizen and Falun Dafa practioner 
Sue Kinnaird 
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Youth is a disease from which we 
all recover. 


= Dororinyy FUlelnainn 


-http://www.utsc.utoronto. ca/~undergnd/ ites 


oP Oa. wae wed. aT Ae Ay die cee 


ee se 


“ 
~ 


News 


Wednesday, August 27, 2003 


Your comMecion i Sinn: 


Ss 3 We OS 


SPR boo chye SME. 
Spomsored by che Qfice 


There are a large number of first year 
students gearing up to begin their university 
careers in a week. However, starting on the 
right foot is not as simple as just showing up. 
Making the right course selections, properly 
exercising time management, and under- 
standing one’s program requirements are 
difficult tasks to master, which is exactly why 
UTSC implemented a student mentorship 
program in the 2000 school year. 

The student mentorship program 
was created by the Office of Student Affairs 
and is designed to make the arrival of first 
year students into university life as smooth 
as possible. The role of a student mentor 
is to refer and direct first year students on a 
straight path to academic success. Often, the 
role of a student mentor is misunderstood. 
They are not teachers, tutors, or shoulders for 
emotional support. One way to comprehend 
the role of a student mentor is to think of them 
as “academic guides.” 

During the first two weeks of the fall 
semester, the student mentorship program 
has a booth setup in the Meeting Place. The 
Meeting Place will be a zoo at this time of 
year, but student mentors wear t-shirts that 
make them easy to spot. First year students 
can come to this booth for all sorts of general 
information about the campus and for infor- 
mation relating to the student mentorship 
program. 

The student mentorship program is simple 
and organized very efficiently. Basically, each 
student mentor is assigned ten students who 
are in the same program as him or her. So 
for example, ten first year humanities stu- 
dents would be assigned to a student mentor 


* 


who is in the humanities program as well. 
Throughout the school year, the student 
mentor’s role is to provide answers to the 
questions of his or her “mentees.” For each 
program, there are also drop-in study groups 
arranged by the student mentor. However, 
the student mentor does not act as a tutor 
during these study groups, but more of an 
organizer. Private tutoring can be arranged 
outside of the student mentorship program. 

Surprisingly, the majority of first 
year students attending UTSC this fall will 
not swamp the student mentorship program. 
Currently, they have 65 student mentors and 
can take on as many as 750 first year stu- 
dents. 

The process to becoming a student 
mentor beings in January. A minimum GPA of 
3.0 is required to become a student mentor, 
as well as an interview, and a training ses- 
sion. There is a recognition night that takes 
place for student mentors, which takes place 
in March, around the time of the spring formal. 
Student mentors also receive a recommenda- 
tion letter for their efforts from Tom Nowers, 
Associate Principal of Student Affairs. 

Unfortunately, registration for the 
student mentorship program ended August 
7", which seems a bit early in this reporter’s 
opinion, but hopefully a few exceptions can 
be made. UTSC has always been a place not 
uncommon with extending dates - just 
take a look at those construction deadlines. 
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Student Mentorship 
Program Flourishes 
at UTSC 


Christian Lucier 
News Editor 


Guest Haiku 
by Greg Brown 


If | were a kid, 
but still knew what | now know... 
| would still be dumb 
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Annual UTSC movie night 
goes on despite blackout 


One would have thought that with all the rolling blackout 
warnings, the free movie night would have been canceled, but 
it still went on without a hitch. The two movies playing this year 
were “Shrek” and “Wayne’s World.” From the appearance of the 
S-Wing field the day after, it lboked as though there was an open 
bar out in the field. Looks like some moviegoers really take 
Wayne Campbell's slogan, “Party Time!” to heart. 


Summer exams breath life 
into campus 


The campus around this time of year usually resembles a 
ghost town, but this was not the case last week. Due to the 
summer exam period, the campus hallways, Meeting Place, and 
patio were flooded with student bodies, covered in books and 
papers, cramming for exams. Hopefully everyone passed... 
right. 


The News 
In Brief... 


Outer parking lot permits 
go on sale September 2"¢ 


There was a time when inner parking lot permits were 
actually available to students, but those days are long gone. 
Students can only purchase outer lot permits now and for a hefty 
price, but hey, we are talking about UTSC here - the word cheap 
doesn’t even exist in its dictionary. This year, outer annual park- 
ing permits run for $359.38! For that price, it makes one wonder 
if they are paving these lots with gold. All other prices can be 
found posted outside the parking office or on their website at 
http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~parking/allrates.html. 


The News In Brief is compiled by Christian Lucier, News Editor 


http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ . 
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Forest fires devastate 


B.C. communities 


Stephen Hui 


Flammable conditions could spark new blazes, officials warn 


KAMLOOPS, B.C. — After forest fires in British 
Columbia’s Interior forced thousands out of their com- 
munities this summer, most evacuees have returned 
home. 

As authorities lifted evacuation orders, many evacu- 
ees discovered that fire fighters’ efforts had spared their 
residences. Others were not so lucky. 

The McLure-Barriere fire wiped out the town of Louis 
Creek, north of Kamloops. It destroyed 67 homes and 
caused damages estimated at more than $8.2 million. 
A volunteer fire fighter’s carelessly discarded cigarette 
sparked that blaze, which now covers over 19,000 hect- 
ares and is 50 per cent contained. 

Two other major fires in the Kamloops area — the 
Cedar and Strawberry hill blazes — are completely 
behind fire control lines. 

Although forest fires currently do not pose an imme- 
diate threat to communities, lives, or homes, authorities 
are cautioning that the level of danger remains high. 
There are still almost 900 active fires in B.C. and light- 
ning strikes continue to ignite more every day. 

“We need to all recognize that severe drought and 
fuel dryness is here and it will be with us well into the 
fall,” Denis Gaudry, manager of the Kamloops Fire 
Centre, told McLure-Barriere evacuees gathered for a 
town hall meeting. “With that — if we get increases in 
temperature, if we get low relative humidities again, and 
we get wind — we can be back at what we've just come 
through.” 

Lots of hot spots and trees with damaged root sys- 
tems mean that even fires in the mop up stage could 
prove hazardous for some time to come. 

“It could burn underground for a long time and that’s 
why we’re going to be here until October,” Garry Horley, 
a fire information officer with the B.C. Forest Service, 
said during a media tour of the Strawberry Hill fire. 

Earlier this month, the B.C. government declared a 


Coming soon to 


No Cover. 4576 Kingston Rd. (just east of Morningside) 
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province-wide state of emergency to support the intense 
fire fighting effort. About 2,000 fire fighters are battling 
blazes across the province. Canadian troops are also 
engaged in fire control operations. 

Fire fighters saved Annette Devich’s home. The 
Rayleigh resident evacuated her house the afternoon of 
August 1 and stayed with relatives in Kamloops. 

“Just ahead of the whole evacuation of Rayleigh, the 
fire department came up here and got me out of here in 
a hurry,” Devich said. “I didn’t have any time to get any- 
thing together. | grabbed the dogs and things as | was 
literally flying out the door.” 

Devich said she considers herself lucky to still have 
a home and plans to call fire fighters to thank them for 
their work. 

“Fifty feet from my backyard’s pretty close,” she said, 
looking at the blackened landscape behind her home. “I 
lost one shed. And the shed closest to my house — if it 
had gone up | wouldn’t have a house.” 


ward of the week! 


juvefiescencé 


into a youth 


British Columbia Bureau 
Published: Fri, 15 Aug, 2003 


\Ju ve*nes”cence\, 
1.n. A growing young. 
2.n: the process of growing 
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Reviews 


Shakespeare’s Growing Pains 


Culture is rife with depictions of the 
youthful struggles of growing up. It’s 
a popular topic heavily reflected upon 
in all mediums of entertainment. Teen 
movies, angsty music, the many drama- 
tizations of typical teenaged and twenty- 
something dilemmas are dissected all 
around us. As such a prevalent topic 
in modern culture, it isn’t surprising that 
few people seek out the classical arts for 
illumination on such trials. However, this 
summer at Stratford the works of William 
Shakespeare are giving far greater con- 
sideration to growing up than any movie 
starring Mandy Moore. 

Closing this Stratford season and 
playing through until the beginning of 
November, director Antoni Cimolino’s 
faithful presentation of Love’s Labour’s 
Lost brings out the important moral of 
one of Shakespeare’s more raucous 
comedies. Filled with sharp and clever 

wordplay and more than a 
few bawdy and 
absurd 


jokes, this is the bard’s blithe look at 
love during the maturation of youth into 
adulthood. 
In Love’s Labour’s Lost the King of 
Navarre, a young man named Ferdinand 
and his three friends sign a pact that they 
will spend three years in the solitude 
of their own company so that they can 
pursue their intellectual studies undis- 
tracted by the world. However, amongst 
the many restrictions they create from 
themselves is a rule denying them the 
company of ladies. Their high ideals are 
quickly compromised when the lovely 
Princess of France, and her three female 
companions, arrives that very day for 
an audience with Ferdinand. From 
this quickly established basis the play 
launches in to a hilarious chain of scenes 
in which the friends struggle with their 
emotions, betray their oaths and chastise 
one another. 
Comedic relief is provided by 
the misled antics of Don Adriano de 
Armado, an aged Spanish gentlemen 
who has joined the King and his friends 
in their oath but is really kept around 
for amusement. Played whimsically by 
Brian Bedford, a veteran Stratford actor, 
the sauntering and foggy minded Don 
Adriano is paired with a sharp witted 
young squire named Moth. Watching 
Don Adriano, whose English is often 
misused, struggle with the quick 
wordplay of his squirrelly coun- 
terpart provides many hilarious 

scenes throughout the play. While 
largely playing a less informative 
fool, Don Adriano helps set the 
pace for the main story. 


Play: 


Love’s 


As the conflict between the young 
gentlemen and the young women, who 
seek to frustrate their romantic attempts 
as punishment for their boastful oath, 
reaches a climax, so too does the 
comedy. Especially effective is the per- 
formance of Graham Abbey as Berowne, 
the most sensible and yet confounded 
of the young lovers, whose natural and 
lively presence animates the scenes 
around him. However in a most uncom- 
mon twist for a Shakespearean comedy, 
which classically ends in marriage 
and happiness, the mood is suddenly 
reversed when the Princess of France is 
informed of the death of her father. This 
leads to a change in movement for the 
characters where the struggle between 
ambition and love that has characterized 
their maturing growth is replaced by a 
need to actually act like men and comfort 
the women they care for. 

Noted as Shakespeare's only comedy 
with a sad ending, Love’s Labour’s Lost 
manipulates the atmosphere of the play 
so that amongst the animated humour, 
with each joke falling upon the heels of 
the last, suddenly a very serious empha- 
sis is put on the important conflict of the 
characters. It is very effective and very 
unusual for this kind of play, but the 
end result is a very funny story with a 
very clear image on the confusion and 
importance of growth during the cusp 
of adulthood. By remaining loyal to 
these strengths, Antoni Cimolino has 
put together a play worthy of the bard. If 
ever you have an opportunity to attend a 
Stratford play, this would be an excellent 
choice. 


Labour’s’ Lost 


(William Shakespeare) 
Director: Antoni Cimolino 


Playing: Until Nov. 2 at the Festival 
Theatre, Stratford 


Rating: KkekkwYy 


http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 
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Lesley Scorgie, successful investor 
and second-year U of A business 
student (Photo: Shawn Benbow) 


EDMONTON (CUP)—If everything 
goes according to plan, second-year 
business student Lesley Scorgie says 
she'll be a millionaire in eight years. 

But the Calgary-born Scorgie isn't just 
dreaming big—she has an investment 
portfolio behind her to prove it. Since the 
age of ten, she’s built up investments that 
will put her at a million dollars at the age 
of 27, if the market and her tuition costs 
continue the way they are. 

It all started when ten-year-old 
Scorgie, an avid reader, began picking 
up books that inspired her to invest. 

“| was just bored when | was young, 
so | read financial magazines. | found 
books by Jeffrey Archer very inspiring. 
Jeffrey Archer was more along the lines 
of what | do. He wrote rags to riches sto- 
ries, how ordinary people literally pick up 
and move and re-adjust their lives. And 
they do become financially independent 
and financially wealthy,” she said. 

Seeing a Canada Savings Bond com- 
mercial on TV, Scorgie asked her mother 
about buying one. She kept buying them 
after that, realising it was a safe way to 
earn money without working at it. Then, 
after getting a job at the public library at 
age 14, Scorgie found herself with more 
money to branch out with her invest- 
ments, and mutual funds became her 
vehicles. Stocks later entered the picture 
once she turned 18 and could legally 
trade them herself. 

But nobody in her family really thought 
much of Scorgie’s investment hobby until 
the Oprah Winfrey show called her house 
one day. Appearing on Oprah at the age 
of 17, Scorgie was described as a whiz 
kid investor who would be a millionaire 
by the time she reached 25. 

“That wasn’t even my claim!” she 
laughs. “I didn’t even know, and an 
expert looked over my documents and 
said, ‘You're going to be a millionaire!” 

Now, although Scorgie’s finances 
far outweigh those of her family mem- 


life 


A head start in the game 


A profile of second-year business student and investing ace Lesley Scorgie 


Jhenifer Pabillano 


CUP Alberta Bureau 
Published: Wed 12 Feb 2003 


bers, she says it hasn't really changed 
anything about how they treat her. She 
said the attention may have shocked her 
father the most, but for reasons other 
than you’d likely think. 

“We're totally at different ends of 
the spectrum,” said Scorgie. “Once in a 
newspaper article one of his quotes was 
‘| don’t know how a communist father 
raised a capitalist daughter.” 

“| didn’t care, | just said, ‘I’m not 
supporting you when you're old!” she 
laughed. 

The fire that keeps fueling Scorgie’s 
pursuit of investing is a simple idea from 
her childhood: she didn’t really want to 
work when she grew up. Investing could 
give her the option to relax if she wanted, 
when she wanted. 

“1am family-oriented, so | would like 
to have a family someday, and [investing] 
would provide me with the capital and the 
finances to just sit back and enjoy that 
part of life...l’m trying to build a better 
future for myself, and the future people 
in my life.” 

Looking ahead, Scorgie hopes to 
start her own company and work for 
herself, and perhaps use some of her 
money to pursue another love: singing. 
She’s been taking lessons for years, and 
wants to see where she can go. 

And despite what you’d think about 
someone with a million dollars growing 
quietly in her coffers, it’s not as exciting 
as it sounds. Scorgie still works at a job 
for 21 hours a week to pay for school, 
and won't touch her investments until 
she knows what she'll do further down 
the road. 

“| don’t even think about [the money], 
because it won’t even materialise for a 
few years. Quite a few years. Because 
of time: time value of money, it says you 
invest now and you'll get something later. 
But the later is still later, and | have quite 
a few years before | can kick back and 
get a Beamer.” 


Scorgie’s Student Investing Ideas 


If you’re a student, Lesley Scorgie says now just might 
be the time to invest. 

“Did you know that our age group, high-schoolers and 
first-year university, has more disposable income than our 
parents? Our parents’ money is tied up in bills, mortgage, 
cars, things like that,” she said. Deas 

“So if you’re wondering, ‘I do have a little left over, 
what can | do?’ your first step is to make sure you have a 
bank account. Pick up some information on mutual funds, 
GliCs (Guaranteed Investment Certificates), and RRSPs 
(Registered Retirement Savings Plans).” 

“The sooner you start an RRSP, the better. It’s a tax 
shelter from the government 'til you’re 65, or until you retire. 
You can start contributing to these things, and you can start 
[them] with not a lot of money.” 

“They've made it easy to just take what you've got in your 
bank account and invest on a monthly basis. Most people get 
a cheque every two weeks—| do at my job—so | make my 
account contributions around two specific dates in the month 
where | just got paid or I’m about to get paid." 

“So you can really fine tune it. And the good thing about 
the RRSP and the mutual funds or the GIC is that you don't 
have to make the decision. Someone is paid to make the 
investment decision. So for students, it's perfect. You don’t 
have to go out of your way to do your research because they 
are professionally managed and decisions are made.” 

Scorgie suggests that if you're a little more adventurous, 
you might want to try stock trading. 

“If you are a student and you have some time and some 
energy and cash and some risk in your personality, online 
trading, telephone trading or trading with a broker would be 
your other option. You can choose to do your own research, 
and that’s [best] for online and telephone [stock trading],” 
she said. Ay 

“If you hire a broker, they’re paid to do research for you; 
however, bear in mind brokers are on commission basis. The 
more stock they turn over the more commission they get. 
Ninety-five per cent of them are very honest, but there are 
some bad apples. So do your research on where to go and 
who to give your money to, | do all mine online because | do 


my own research. It’s a $30 fee every time | trade, but its — 


nothing compared to $300.” ; 
Scorgie offers financial advice through seminars sh 


gives to both kids and adults, and has appeared onthe Oprah 
Winfrey show and the Montel Williams show to discuss her 


investing strategies. She has worked for two years on a book 
on investing, and hopes to publish it next year. 


Life 
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Investing 101 for students 


Tips on how to set yourself up for a secure future 


Stephanie Walsh 


Brock Press 
Published: Wed, 15 Jan, 2003 


ST. CATHERINE’S, ON (CUP)—Investing isn’t easy. 
The threat of terrorist attacks and corporate account- 
ing scandals, such as Enron and the Martha Stewart/ 
ImClone case have led many potential investors, par- 
ticularly students with limited incomes, to be weary of 
where they put their money. 

More than ever, many of us are working towards 
graduate degrees in hopes of ensuring a successful 
and comfortable future. But will a fancy diploma alone 
ensure a secure financial nesting in the years to come? 

According to some researchers, by the time today’s 
college and university graduates are old enough to col- 
lect social security, the funds left will not be enough 
to support their lifestyle. While some students receive 
grants and scholarships, the majority of young adults 
working towards a post-secondary degree have taken 
on hefty loans in order to cover the rising cost of tuition 
and living expenses. 

Following graduation, these same individuals face 
the challenge of finding a job and paying off their stu- 
dent loans. The thought of investments and saving for 
retirement is not exactly at the top of everyone's list. 

Darryl D’sa, a financial investment consultant for the 
Royal Bank of Canada recommends that students get a 
head start on retirement while they're young, by trying to 
save a little into RRSPs, rather than relying on a savings 
account alone. 

“A typical savings account will only provide the stu- 
dent with interest rates of two or three per cent which 
can become overpowered by the student loans and 
visas that typically collect interest rates of seven, eight 
and even nine per cent — not to mention inflation, which 
almost wipes out all returns from a bank account. The 
result being that the student will pay over and above 
what they are getting in return,” said D’sa. 

For most students the thought of investing is a 
daunting task, strung with questions concerning how 


and where to begin investing? 

The first step is to.identify a strategy. This involves 
setting objectives that pinpoint when you wish to see a 
return and what.level of risk you are willing to take. As 
a young investor, you must also determine how much 
you can comfortably put into a savings or investment 
account on a monthly or quarterly basis. A simple solu- 
tion to the problem of saving up is to treat your invest- 
ment like a common bill received in the mail and allot a 
portion of your finances to potential growth. 

Upon devising a strategy, you must determine 
where you wish to invest your funds. Diversification is 
the important. By not putting all of your ‘eggs’ into a 
single basket, be it stocks, cash or bonds, you help to 
ensure smooth overall returns and reduce the impact of 
any one investment in your general portfolio. Short-term 
savings require a safer investment,.whereas long-term 
investments can be more risky as they. have a greater 
period of time to recover from unforeseen slumps. 

D’sa says he believes that students should take 
hold of the opportunity to invest now. Although some 
students may have fears about the effects of world 
events on the market, he encourages cautious investors 
to “take advantage of the market and purchase stocks 
while they are cheap, in order to stay ahead of the game 
and perhaps graduate debt-free.” 

The phrase ‘every little bit counts’ goes a long way 
according to D’sa who says “a small amount invested 
now could help your financial security ten or 20 years 
down the road.” D’sa said a 20 year-old student who 
invests $1000 into a mutual.fund that returns on aver- 
age 12 per cent a year, can expect her or his money to 
have grown to just over $35,000 by the time she or he 
reaches 50. However should that student wait until the 
age of 30 to begin investing, the result will only be a 
return of about $11,000. 

So what does your portfolio fook like? 


http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 
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There are positions open in nearly every 
facet of the newspaper experience for next 
year. So here’s a rundown of the positions 
that you may want to fill. Sometimes, 
they pay you. | 


e Sports Editor 
e Life Editor 
e Graphics Editor 


If you're nterestet™ Sere us at 
undergnd@scar.utoronto.ca. You may 
be asked to submit a writing sample/ 
resume or some other expression of your 
competence as a writer/editor/manager. 


Photo of Satan — ‘Frightened Frosh 


Wednesday; September 17, 2¢ 


Campus Police Problems — The ARC is ugly =-2/ Film Fest Woes 


Scooping your brains since 1980 Volume 23, Issues 


Needs You! 


SCSP (Scarborough Campus Student 
Press) is currently looking for new 
members for it's Board of Directors. 
Anyone who is interested should con- 
tact the Underground for further details. 


phone: 416.287.7054 
fax: 416.287.7055 
email: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


SCSP is currently looking for people to fill the following positions: 


2 Full-time student members 
1 Part-time student member 
1 member of the faculty, staff, or alumni of UTSC 


Anyone who is interested in starting up another publication 
under SCSP may also apply 


oy 
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Wednesday, September 17, 2003" 


contents 


A Few More Things You 


Should Know About 
Campus Police 


The following account is a true story that 
occurred on the morning of Sept. 4". Although 
quotes are not verbatim, an honest attempt 
has been made to duplicate what was said 
as accurately as possible. Although | had a 
companion with me during these events he 
will not be mentioned, as | wish to observe 
his right to privacy and | have had no further 
contact with him since these events. 
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To Be Frosh All 
Over Again 


To commemorate the start of the new 
school year and furthermore the consid- 
erably larger and even more diversified 
student body at UTSC, a few of us at the 
Underground thought it would be kind of 
fun to ask a couple of first year students 
to give us a glimpse of their first week on 
campus. Enjoy! 


p.16 
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Submission Policy 


At The Underground we love unsolicited material, 


especially letters and opinion pieces. Should such EEG 
material be typed or printed and delivered to The 
Underground's snazzy portable by or before noon The Underground 
on the Friday prior to the desired publication date, is published by the 
we will more than likely print it. We kindly ask that Scarborough Campus 
submissions be of 800 words or less and that they Student Press, a non- 
include the writer’s name and student number. profit corporation. It 
; is funded by way of a 
Submissions become the property of The Under- direct levy to students 
ground and may or may not be published at the whim of the University of 
of The Editorial Board. The Board reserves the right to Toronto Scarborough 
poke fun at submissions, post them on the wall in The Campus, and through 
Underground's snazzy portable (for the enjoyment local and national 
of our staff and guests) or alter them in print in any advertising. The 
way provided it is so acknowledged. By submission, Underground is a 
authors implicitly bow down to the total editorial control member of Canadian 
of The Editorial Board and freely consent to the addi- University Press 
tion witty comments and criticisms (especially in the (CUP). 


case of libelous or malicious submissions) courtesy 
of the snarky editors. 


For a more official-sounding Letters and Opinions 
Policy contact undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 
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Tales From The Prison Palace 


Welcome, 

It is my distinct pleasure to bring you the first 
Underground of the new year. This year the double 
cohort reared its ugly head and the halls are now 
more overcrowded than ever. As you traverse this 
construction site formerly known as UTSC, and 
make various forms of bodily contact with people 
you've never seen before | just want to give you a 
few things to ponder. 

UTSC prides itself on diversity. The campus has 
a dazzling array of clubs and events that capture 
the multi-ethic and multi-cultural elements that this 
campus holds so dear. The Policy and Procedures 
of the College are also in place to protect students 
from violence and discrimination. Essentially, what 
does this mean? It means that UTSC has a variety 
of policies and regulations that are there to protect 
students from other students. 

We are taught to fear each other. UTSC’s 
most well known graduate Paul Bernardo became 
famous through his ability to instill fear. As | write 
this | sit in the almost-built Foley Hall, the new resi- 
dence building that | have nicknamed The Prison 
Palace. While this is certainly the most luxurious 
student residence I’ve ever seen, the new security 
procedure calls for the main lobby to be locked to all 
non-residents, with no lobby buzzer system. That 
means no friends dropping by, you'll have to wait in 
the lobby for everyone, which pretty much makes 
a party unfeasible. They won't even let the pizza 
man come to your door. There’s nothing worse than 
being made to feel like you’re a prisoner. It’s a cold 
stifling feeling that comes over you when you aren't 
allowed to express yourself, to come out of your 
shell. Your thoughts aren’t important. No one wants 
to hear what you have to say. 

University is supposed to be a place of expres- 
sion and we have a ton of talented artists. Last year 
the Performance Arts class dazzled the meeting 
place, the Art Gallery had it’s biggest opening in 
years, and Leigha Lee Brown Theatre was host to 
theatre and beyond. You’d think at a campus full of 
crazy artists there’d be a little less repression. 

But UTSC has fully embraced the ideals of 
political correctness. Asystem of words and restric- 
tions meant to guard the University from appearing 
intolerant, or from being sued. The problem with 
this is that political correctness only makes things 
worse, especially at UTSC. The student body is 
told that they must be tolerant of every culture, 
sex/sexual preference, race, and so on, or face 
the consequences. However this is one of the 
most intolerant student bodies that I’ve ever seen. 
In the past 3 + years I’ve encountered countless 
instances of racism, homophobia, sexism, and gen- 
erally intolerant behaviour. But it’s all just beneath 
the surface, simmering. You can’t tell someone to 
be tolerant of others under fascist threats of expul- 
sion, tolerance has be earned. Last year the Varsity 
Christian Fellowship had a guest speaker come 
and address the Meeting Place with what many felt 
was bordering on propaganda. But at least it was 
an honest expression of opinion. No student could 
get away with saying the same things. It served as 
a reminder that no matter how politically correct 
people may be on the outside, it never represents 
their true feelings. Being P.C. is just a way of cloud- 
ing the truth. It’s acting like prejudice doesn’t exist, 
in an effort to see if the problem will go away if it’s 
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ignored. That’s how the KKK was formed. It grew 
in secret, with none of the members ever publicly 
stating their views. Racism and prejudice are much 
more dangerous if you can’t see them. That’s what 
the cover of this issue is about. It’s an attempt to 
show the UTSC that no one is supposed to see. 
A place where stereotypes and misconceptions 
abound, but are never talked about. Well now it’s 
time to start talking. 

We are told that we should celebrate our dif- 
ferences, but that’s the last thing anyone around 
here does. Last Thursday night while sitting in my 
English class in the Tayyeb Room, the handle of 
my chair broke off to reveal homophobic graffiti 
that had been written on the inside! Prejudice is 
so potent around here that it’s permeated through 
every crack. For a school that’s supposed to be 
sensitive to the problems of the student populous 
this can be a pretty cold place. This is why the 
Positive Space signs were once drilled into the 
wall. That kind of enforced tolerance doesn’t seem 
very positive, especially for queer students. No 
one wants to be forced to change his or her belief 
structure. We aren't educated about each other’s 
differences; we are forced to tolerate them through 
threats. 

Why is this the case? This year it's become 
more apparent to me. We are finally becoming 
cattle. After all the talk it finally happened. We are 
now students at Bovine University. It’s about pro- 
cessing the masses. We are so overloaded that our 
individuality doesn’t matter any more. This weeks 
issue features the stories of just two of our Frosh 
who have had dealings with this dehumanization. 
The bookstore line stretches past the CSCR studio, 
students wait to get into the registrar’s office for an 
hour only to find out that they need a form that they 
didn’t have to wait for, and Aramark serves us high- 
fat overpriced cattle feed making us more lethargic 
and ready for the slaughter. 

That's the beauty of the bureaucracy of UTSC. 
According to Code of Student Conduct, the school 
is subject to the Ontario Human Rights Code, which 
dictates the types of offenses that the University 
enforces. But UTSC is actually outside the law. 
Within the campus some students are subject to 
treatment that is purely against any kind of human 
rights. Take our Art Director John Loerchner. As 
you'll find out in this issue, John is one of many 
students, who are highly involved in the school, 
and yet get treated as second class citizens simply 
because of something frivolous like their appear- 
ance. When students are treated like they don’t 
matter, then they begin to treat everyone else that 
way. In an effort to bring everyone closer, we are 
driven apart, into the groups and social circles that 
we are supposed to be expanding from. 

All of this is an attempt to rule the students by 
fear. Although I’m sure that is not the intent, it is the 
reality. We wait in long lines until our enthusiasm is 
broken, we hold our tongue until we have nothing 
to say, and the Frosh are told to repeat so many 
Scarborough chants it’s almost like indoctrination. 
So we here at The Underground are proud not to 
be P.C. In this issue we'll attempt to show you why, 
because if we are all different, and if those differ- 
ences are supposed to celebrated, then why are 
we made to feel no more special than anyone else? 
It’s time for the inmates to take over the asylum. 


This is the infamous chair arm from the 
Tayyeb Room. We called Adam Zygmunt, who 
graduated in 2001 from UTSC in Computer 
Sciences, and asked him what he thought 
about school graffiti. Adam said that it was 
“offensive” and that it was “disrespectful to 
students”, and that it was wrong that UTSC 
would have to replace vandalised equipment. 


Well, we're doin’ mighty fine, | do 
suppose, 

In our streak of foninie: cars a 
fancy clothes, 

But just so we're reminded or the’ 
ones who are held back, 

Up front there oughta be « a cn 
In Black 


a JO Malny7 eegh 


mailto: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 
subject: letters 


| 


http:/Awww.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 


4 


Comments 


Wednesday, September 17, 2003 


Clubbing at UTSC 


Rob Chung 
Associate News Editor 


Another school year comes upon us as we all slowly 
shed the laziness that summer affords, and try as we 
might to return to the frightening, stress-filled world of 
~ academia. And with the beginning of a newborn school 
year comes the chaos that becomes the Meeting 
Place—the first few weeks of school gives birth to the 
massive maze of tables littering the center of our con- 
crete palace. Before us, creating this confusing, noisy, 
colourful labyrinth, are the clubs of UTSC—the organiza- 
tions, academic or otherwise, that seek to offer students 
a life outside their bulky textbooks and Quickquizzes. 
We all recognize that though we are all individuals very 
unique from each other, we often share the same values 
or interests as others who attend UTSC, and we natu- 
rally desire to associate ourselves with those similar to 
us. These similarities lie within not only our academic 
fields or our interests, but, most importantly, include our 
cultural backgrounds. 

The world of UTSC is said to display the greatest 
diversity of cultures of any university in Canada. If one 
looks around the Meeting Place this week, one will see 
that this claim is true. Almost every culture will be rep- 
resented by at least one club recognized by the SCSU 
(Scarborough Campus Students Union), the organiza- 
tion responsible for the clubs' approval and funding at 


UTSC. There are around 60 academic and non-aca- 
demic clubs recognized by the SCSU. The SCSU Clubs 
Handbook defines a club as "any individual or group of 
people that wish to promote the interests of undergradu- 
ate students on campus." In order to be recognized by 
the SCSU as an official club, the executives of the sup- 
posed group of students must submit a "University of 
Toronto at Scarborough Club Recognition form" along 
with an official club constitution and a list of executive 
members to the office of Student Affairs to be approved. 
In order to meet the criteria of the SCSU, the club must 
"be seen as attempting to contribute to the educational, 
recreational, social or cultural values of the University." 
It also must not pursue activities which are against the 
law, or which are commercial in nature. So far, the 
criteria sounds perfectly reasonable and | don't think 
any club at UTSC would have any trouble meeting the 
above expectations of the SCSU. 

Let us move on then. Looking at section C of the 
second article of the "Policy on the Recognition of 
Campus Groups", we see something that utterly con- 
fuses me. It says that: "Membership in groups should be 
open to all members of the University community with- 
out restriction on the grounds of national origin, race, 
religion, color, or sex." Does that mean that anyone or 


| for that matter cannot be refused membership into a 
club based on the above factors? If | want to join the 
Elephant Students Association or The Scarborough 
Campus Mullet Club, but I'm neither an elephant or 
have a mullet, will | be welcomed into the club as a 
valued member? Looking at the policy, it seems like 
the club is obliged to allow me to join them, regardless 
of the fact that | do not share their racial profile or their 
religious values. Or am | wrong? If we keep reading we 
encounter the following statement: "A recognized club 
must have a minimum of 15 members, while discrimina- 
tory membership practices are not allowed, it is recog- 
nized that certain groups can be homogenous in nature 
without being discriminatory." Homogenous means the 
same throughout. The SCSU recognizes that some 
clubs will always be made up of the same "group" of 
people, and implies that this will and must occur without 
denying memberships; that people will willingly choose 
to join clubs with other members that are alike. Even 
though it does not allow for discrimination in member- 
ship policies, it does allow for clubs to exist, which seg- 
regate one group from another based on race, religion, 
personal values, or sex. The implication of all this is that 
the SCSU is concerned only with the club's intent to 
discriminate when accepting membership, and not of 
the club's composition, regardless of the fact that some 
clubs are discriminatory by nature by presenting them- 
selves to be a haven for only one type of people. 

But aren't clubs discriminatory by nature? Isn't it 
the very nature of clubs to include some, while exclud- 
ing others? Could a club even exist or be defined as a 
club if it accepted everyone regardless of the factors 
we have discussed so far: race, religion, personal 
values, and sex? A club by definition has boundaries 
of those granted membership and those rejected. The 
Association of Ethiopian History Students would be for 
those who have studied or currently study in that field. 
Why would any business or biology student wish to join 
this club filled with people who they have academically 
very little in common with? Instead, they would go about 
creating their own clubs, thus separating themselves 
from the historians, while surrounding themselves with 
other business or biology students. This process of 
segregation occurs naturally and willingly and before 
you know it, 7000 people are slotted into different clubs 
based on race, religion and sex, much like different 
color pens are merchandised on different pegs at the 
local Business Depot. 

But there are some of us at UTSC who do not accept 
this segregation, this practice of established discrimina- 
tion. The diversity present at UTSC shouldn't serve to 
separate us; differences within others should be cel- 
ebrated and embraced. Clubs shouldn't exist in order to 
segregate, but to unite. There are clubs at UTSC, which 
welcome all people regardless of their race, religion or 
sex. There are clubs at UTSC, which are proud to have 
members that are NOT homogenous, clubs that truly 
represent the diversity at UTSC. There are clubs that 
do promote the interests of ALL students, and hopefully 
in the coming weeks their positive, inclusive attitude will 
inspire many to join them. One last thing: someone (the 
IACC maybe?) is hopefully organizing a damn good 
party because even though its only been a couple of 
weeks of school, I'm dying to drink some beers and 
have some fun. And who better to get stupidly drunk 
with than a few hundred very different, very diverse, 
UTSC students? 
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The ARC: 


Lucky Penny or Eyesore? 
Christian Lucier 


News Editor 


After nearly a year and a half of construction, the ARC 
opened this week. Frustratingly enough, it will not be opening 
fully. Throughout the next couple of weeks, various sections of 
the ARC will gradually open to the public. There have been a 
few setbacks, which caused the delay. For starters, the large 
lecture room could not be completed on the 5'" of September 
as planned, because the chairs for the room were delivered 
late. Classes that were supposed to be held in the room had to 
pretend the gym was a lecture hall. Welcome to UTSC. Some 
faculty members complained about the inconvenience, but now 
that the chairs are installed the large lecture room, and it opened 
Monday. 

Other factors hindering the opening of the ARC are a few 
issues concerning the building itself that need to be resolved 
in order to meet the building inspector's requirements. These 
building issues are as simple as doors not opening properly. 
Assistant Professor for Campus Development, Ted Relph, has 
assured this reporter that all parties involved in these building 
issues will have the ARC sorted out and ready for the new open- 
ing date. 

At present, there are a few areas of the ARC that are already 
open, such as the mufti-media room. Other areas are still in 
need of a lot of work. In particular, the renovations in some 
areas of the old V.W. Bladen library are going to take some time. 
Fortunately for students, work has already begun on this project 
so the renovations are expected to be complete by December if 
not earlier. 

The consensus of the student body regarding the aesthetic 
appearance of the ARC is dismal to say the least. Some stu- 
dents believe the building to be quite ugly, while others experi- 
ence difficulty in understanding the bright copper cladding. The 
best way to understand this aspect of the ARC is to think of an 
old copper penny. This copper cladding will eventually oxidize 
and turn a deep brown and then ultimately green, which could 
look quite nice in relation to the rest of campus. For right now 
though, most students want to throw this penny away. 
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P.R.A. Communique #1: 
The Time Is Ours 


Sent Anonymously 


Greetings students of UTSC this is the 1st of a 
series of monthly communiqués sent out by the P.R.A. 
Three weeks have gone by and things have remained 
fairly silent. The P.R.A. hopes this does not continue. 

What is the P.R.A. you say? We are an organization 
that exists and operates in just about every University 
and College in Ontario and we are growing rapidly. We 
have come to UTSC with the hope of uniting you the 
people in your struggle to cast down those Tyrants and 
Systems that chain you to a routine meager existence, 
and take away your Freedoms. 

This is your chance to realize a New Tomorrow. 
One where your actions can make a difference. The 
P.R.A. fight a constant battle against those Tyrants who 
would take away your Freedoms and who are corrupt. 
UTSC has been a breeding ground for these Tyrants 
for to long. There are many things wrong with UTSC 
and the P.R.A. are determined to right those wrongs. 
You can help by joining the P.R.A. and taking part in 
Assignments. 

Assignment #1 will be initiated immediately as it 
is a wrong that must be righted as soon as possible. 
Assignment #1 is for those students living inside the 
Apartment residences. The P.R.A. have checked out 
this new building and deemed it unfit for habitation by 
the people. Those of you unaware of the plight of those 
stuck in the Apartments we fill you in now. 

The Apartments are not yet finished, therefore con- 
struction begins at 7:30am every morning. The noise 
this creates is horrific making sleep all but impossible, 
this could have a potentially negative effect on your 
grades as the lack of sleep builds up and the strain 
takes its toll on your body. As well as the Apartments 
being unfinished construction continues next door on 
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the Business Management building this construction will 
last the entire year and also begins at 7:30am. Worse 
still the windows have been improperly installed with 
the reflective coating on the inside, allowing anyone to 
see clearly into your Apartment. Negating your right to 
Privacy. The P.R.A. also worries about the security in 
and around the Apartments, in order to enter you must 
have a residence keycard. Making it impossible for 
friends to visit those trapped inside. The P.R.A. have 
decreed inappropriate security presence, this is not your 
home but some sort of academic holding cell. There is 
always 3 security (U PO) personnel stationed around or 
within the building. Some prisoners enjoy more freedom 
in jail than those subsisting in the Apartments do. 

For those and many other reasons the P.R.A. have 
deemed the Apartments unfit for habitation by the 
people. We urge you to seek a refund of your residence 
deposit until these wrongs are righted and the construc- 
tion is moved to a later time of the day. In coming days 
a P.R.A. representative will be coming around to the 
Apartments with a Petition regarding this Assignment. 
We urge each and every “resident” of the Apartments 
to sign this and we will seek an end to this Injustice that 
has been thrust upon so many. 

If you are interested in joining the PR.A. and 
wish to partake in future Assignments to bring an end 
to Tyranny and Injustice send an e-mail to: PRA_ 
utsc@hotmail.com. You will be contacted. 

Help fight the Good Fight and remember the voice 
and the heart of the P.R.A. is in everyone, for Freedom 
from Tyranny is something everyone will fight for. 


From: the Peoples Revolutionary Army 


Weekly Haiku 
by Sachin Hingoo 


Look at that damn line 
All | want is a cookie. 
Fucking Tim Horton’s. 


Paid for by the Organization of 
Concerned Citizens for the Promotion Evil 
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feature 


A few 
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you should 
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John Loerchner 


_ Campus police ialmaiaas 


The following account is a true story that occurred 
on the morning of Sept.-4". Although quotes are not ver- 
batim, an honest attempt has been made to duplicate 
what was said as accurately as possible. Although | had 
a companion with me during these events he will not 
be mentioned, as | wish to observe his right to privacy 
and | have had no further contact with him since these 
events. If any party mentioned feels that | have misrep- 
resented them or their affiliates in any manner they are 
urged to respond with corrections which will be printed 
in the following issue. 


It was approximately 5:30 AM. | was standing (with 
a friend) outside of the SVC, smoking a cigarette. | 
had been up all night working on the “24 Hour Drama 
Challenge” (| am a third year student with a drama 
minor and a member of the Drama Council). The 
Drama Challenge is a Frosh event in which over a 24 
hour period 3 short plays are written, rehearsed, and 
then performed for the Frosh. | had received my script 
at around 2:30 AM. | walked around campus for most 
of time between 2:30 and 5:30 so as to not fall asleep, 
making preparations and contemplating just what it was 
| was going to do with this play. 

We were approached by a hired officer marked 
“POLICE” who had been stationed at the new phase 
four building. 

“Are you smoking pot?” he said in an accusatory 
manner quite unbecoming (but typical) of an officer. 

“I’m smoking a cigarette,” | replied. 

“Do you live on residence?” 

At this point he lifted his radio (or walkie-talkie) to his 
mouth and in a lowered voice...“Two suspicious sub- 
jects. Calling for backup.” He repeated this twice. 

With a grin on my face | responded, “No, | don’t live 
on residence.” 

“Can | have your |.D?” he asked. 

We both gave him our identification. He stepped 


back a few paces and began writing in his notebook. 
Before too long a campus police cruiser arrived with 
one officer. The “POLICE” officer joined him in his 
cruiser. My companion and | sat down and waited quite 
patiently for approximately 25 minutes. We were then 
approached by both officers. The “POLICE” officer took 
furious control of the situation. 

“Are you a student here?” he asked, with my student 
card and driver’s license in hand. 

“Yes.” 

“What is your major?” 

“I’m a New Media Design and Studio Art major with 
a Drama minor.” 

“What is your major?” he repeated, this with a 
greater amount of command in is voice; he was deter- 
mined to get the truth out of me. 

“I’m a New Media Design and Studio Art major with 
a Drama minor,” | repeated. 

“Who’s your Professor?” he demanded. 

| was actually optimistic enough to think that he 
might be joking. However, the expression of attempted 
control on his face and the desperate need for justice 
that was reflected in his voice informed me otherwise. 
The absurdity of this question and the situation as a 
whole was too much for me at this point. Against my 
better judgment (I try to be courteous when dealing with 
authority figures) | allowed a chuckle to escape. 

“You think this is funny? I’m not laughing!” 

| was imagining my Program Manager (whom | know 
quite well) groggily answering his phone at 6:00 AM, 
complete with a bath robe and tousled hair. 

‘Why are you calling me, what do | have to do with 
this?’ he would say. | brought myself back to the situa- 
tion: 

“What do you mean? | have lots of professors.” 

That insipidly grasping look of control that | men- 
tioned earlier dropped off of his face for a second as 
reality dawned on the mind behind it. ‘| don’t know what 
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I'm talking about’ he must have thought. But before [ “’?m a Now Media Design and S 


he was able to resume this idiotic dance the Campus | 
Police Officer stepped in and pertinent questions Art major with a Drama minor ed 
began to arise. P 
“What are you doing here?” he asked. — =. “ee “Sew — —= 
“I’m working on the 24 hour play. It's a Frosh ‘i : 
event put on by the drama society.” 
“I’ve never heard of it.” 
“It's real, over a 24 hour period we put together a 
play that’s performed in front of the Frosh.” 
“Is there somebody that can verify this?” 
“The Drama council President is in the phase four 
building right now. I'll take you to her if you'd like; she 
can give you all the facts.” 
“| wouldn't want to wake her up,” he finished. 
At this point the two officers went back to the 
cruiser. My companion and | waited once more. The 
officers returned and | was addressed again by the 
“POLICE?” officer. 
“We're giving you a one-month ban from resi- 
dence.” 
He stared blankly at my look of utter disbelief. 
| missed a beat; there was a moment of silence. | 
couldn't believe what he had just said. 
“This is ridiculous,” | stated. “I’m here on council 
business for a Frosh event. How am | supposed to 
direct this play if | can’t go on residence?” 
| don’t remember exactly what the response was 
to this, as | was lost in my own fury. It was something 
patronizing like “Sorry,” but it grated on my nerves like 
shark skin. = 
“| want to talk to your superior. This is unreal.” 7” Officer 
“He'll be in in about a half an hour,” the Campus 
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Officer informed me. 

“Do you have a ticket or something on paper?” | 
asked. 

What was my charge? What had | done wrong 
to deserve this penalty? Was it possible that being a 
‘suspicious’ person was a grave enough infraction to 
warrant a one-month ban from campus? | was deter- 
mined to find out. 

| met Darcy Griffith, Head of Police Services, in 
his office about a half hour later. The first part of our 
conversation was simply me repeating what | had said 
to the officers, outlining my responsibilities and par- 
ticipation in the “24 Hour Drama Challenge.” 

To this he responded, “But you were told to go 
back to your residence by an officer earlier in the night 
because you had a glass bottle.” 

This was simply not true, | must have been mis- 
taken for someone else earlier in the night. 

“No,” | said. 

“Oh,” he said. 

“Well,” he began, “your ban is pending R.A. 
approval. I'll let you Know what they decide on it, but | 
have a feeling it’s going to go through.” 

“O.K. Thanks for your time.” (I didn’t mean that, 
but like | said earlier | try to be as courteous as pos- 
sible when dealing with authorities. ) 

| returned on the 5" of September to pick up a key 
for The Underground office and bumped into Darcy. 

“| was going to call you today. We got a response 


ee bea from the R.A.’s and they said they would be happy to 
oe ee : “Thanks.” 
Officer 2 a Happy? | couldn’t believe he used that word. Oh 
es ay ane ie well, | thought...it makes for good copy. 
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Reviews 


The Toronto International 
Film Fest - 3 Perspectives 


A healthy mix of the rich 


and the ignorant 
Journal of a film fest yuppie 


Keith Friedlander 


After many months of waiting, 
ordering, standing in line-ups, and flip- 
ping through catalogues, the Toronto 
International Film Festival has finally 
come and gone. | approached this year’s 
festival with anxious excitement. For the 
first time | was going to be preordering 
my tickets and doing the festival right. 
In July the coupons were ordered. Ten 
movies for $116. The cost is painful, but it 
doesn’t matter. The waiting was horrible. 
Weeks passed waiting for the package to 
come in the mail with the order receipt 
and whatever other information they 
might throw in. Panic set in when others 
received their packages first, but at last 
it came. 

By now it was August and it was time 
to go down to the box office and pick up 
the movie catalogue and make our picks. 
Another thirty bucks is dished out and a 
monstrously large compendium of the 
films is handed over. Hundreds of movies 
to choose from, coming from all over the 
globe and ranging through all kinds of 
genres. Hunkered down at a table in the 
local food court we choose our movies 
carefully. The task is considerable. It 
is hard to stop from salivating over the 
sheer amount of options. Galas are 
immediately written off. Lists are formed 
of top choices. Decisions are made. 
Crappy Chinese food is eaten. Finally 
the form is filled out and dropped in a box 
marked three out of eighty. 

Next comes the lottery. Box thirty- 
seven is chosen. Horror. We might not 
get our picks. Everyone from the chosen 
box to the final eightieth box will get their 
choices before us. September comes 
and with it the pick-up day. A gigantic 
lineup twists all around the courtyard 
outside College Park. Hours pass and 
the familiar envelope containing our 
order form is handed back as we reach 
the head of the line. Joy. All tickets are 
accounted for. First choices, zero com- 
promise. The film fest is upon us. 

Aweek of rushing downtown to make 
show times and standing in yet more 
lineups to get good seats ensues. Once 
in the festival | am reminded of what | 
both love and hate about it. Everyone is 
excited and friendly, talking about what 
movies they’ve seen, helping people find 
what they need, being ridiculously polite. 
The movies are all strange and excellent. 
The Q and A’s with the filmmakers are 
all fun and informative. So much good 
cinema crammed into a week. 


But with it comes the drawbacks. 
While it may be nice to see everyone 
happy and talking, too many of the film 
fest patrons are pretentious blowhards 
trying to show off how intelligent they 
can be. Painfully planned out questions 
about themes and metaphors fetch glib 
replies from filmmakers. Loud conversa- 
tions about what was wrong with a movie 
fill the theatres and lineups with self- 
righteous tones. People are so eager 
to be polite that even this becomes a 
nuisance. | guess we are to assume 
that sophisticated moviegoers show their 
respect to the filmmakers by applauding 
at everything, and after a while it begins 
to wear on one’s patience. One crowd 
was So eager to applaud at every chance 
they got that they not only cheered when 
each name passed during the opening 
credits, but also began cheering before 
the movie was even over and interrupted 
the final scene. It never really threatens 
the enjoyment of the films, but bearing 
the hollow pretension of some of the 
crowd can be trying at times. 

| love the Toronto International Film 
Festival. This is my fourth year going 
there and | encourage everyone to go and 
take in the wide variety of movies being 
shown there. But this journal is meant to 
be an indication of what you may have 
to deal with. It is expensive. There are 
many long lines to wait through. People 
are annoying sometimes. But that will 
never disturb the enjoyment of the event. 
If you’re willing to order way in advance, 
spend lots of money all at once, stand in 
line for hours at a time and deal with the 
phony sophistication of some of the other 
moviegoers, it’s worth it. 

Here are some important things to 
keep in mind when you decide to preor- 
der your tickets for the film festival. Avoid 
gala events: they’re impossible for the 
public to get into. Avoid movies that will 
probably be out in theatres in a couple 
of months. There is so much to see at 
the festival, most of which you will never 
have another chance to see, it would be 
a waste to see something that will be 
playing at the Coliseum in a few weeks 
(i.e. Underworld). And bring a book, 
because no matter where you're going 
there will be a lineup to stand in. 


Suggested Movies: 

- The Ramones: End of the 
Century 

- Mayor of the Sunset Strip 

- Story of the Weeping Camel 
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All | remember is vodka 


and flaming dildos 


Sahin Hingoo 


| put out the cigarette after two 
drags because | can’t stand the taste 
of it. I’m trying to reflect on the past 
week in order to write this article, but 
my hangover is nothing if not persistent 
and my memory is fading fast. From 
the weird-ass art movies to the galas 
at Roy Thompson Hall to the parties oh 
god the parties, it’s getting a bit difficult 
to keep the days straight. 

Being a volunteer at the Film 
Festival has a number of perks. That 
number is three. 

The first, | suppose is the celebri- 
ties. If catching a glimpse of Nicole 
Kidman, Sir lan McLellan, or the 
chubby Irish guy from Deep Space 
Nine is your bag, then now is the time 
to do it. Just walk around the city and 
you can get your Woody on, or if you’re 
like me, sit next to that chick from 
Joydrop at a screening. People get off 
on stuff like this, I’m told. 

Of course, there’s the free movies. 
For every shift you work as a theatre 
usher, a ticket-taker, a box office rep, or 
in my case, a ‘marketing’ volunteer (the 
latter means someone who hands out 
flyers before a film), you get one free 
pass to a movie of your choice. When 
you consider that my average shift 
was twenty minutes, and that Festival 
movies range from $14.50 to $26.50, 
it's a pretty good deal. Of course there 
are ways to scam your way into movies 
without a ticket or a pass if you're a 
volunteer as well, but let's keep that 
between us, huh? | did get to see quite 
a few films, which I'll try to be brief in 
discussing. These are based on my 
mental notes during each film, so you'll 
have to excuse my hazy recollections: 


Bright Future ( ** ) - The best 
Japanese movie about jellyfish you'll 
ever see. Don’t ask me what it was 
about though. Jellyfish, presumably. 

Haute Tension ( *** ) - A French 
horror film with a cool subplot about 
lesbians. Homage is paid to Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre, Psycho, and 
others. Top notch, but not for the weak 
of heart. A seemingly shallow film until 
the eviscerated woman with her hand 
cut off croaks, “Why?” Creepy shit. 

Early Monthly Segments ( - ) 
- Okay, | walked out of this series of 
short films, and for me, that takes a lot. 
| mean, | sat through Double Dragon 
for fuck’s sake. Anyhow, after twenty 
minutes of watching a guy hitting a 
brick with a hammer, no music, no 
dialogue, | decided that my time could 
be better spent getting high and think- 
ing about how | can write better movies 
than this. 

The Grudge ( ***** ) - My personal 
highlight of the Festival. It’s the movie 


you were expecting to see when you 
saw The Ring. After the set of movies 
I’ve seen this year, there’s little doubt in 
my mind that Japanese cinema has the 
market cornered on scaring the living 
shit out of people. Watch for a Sam 
Raimi remake, filmed in Japan with the 
same director, probably next year. 

Code 46 ( **** ) - A science fiction 
love story starring Tim Robbins, that 
chick from Minority Report, and one of 
the coolest sex scenes I’ve ever seen. 
It should be of note that | attended this 
gala wearing no socks. Should be in 
wide-release pretty soon. Check it out 
if you like this sort of thing. 

Vibrator ( ** ) - | am fairly sick of 
reading subtitles at this point, and this 
Japanese road movie about a bulimic 
girl who goes to the store to buy some 
wine, and ends up road-tripping with a 
truck driver after going down on him, 
is not a worthy exception. What's up 
with movies that end abruptly, like the 
auteur just decided to stop writing? 

Save The Green Planet ( **** 1/2) - 
How do you describe this Korean mas- 
terpiece? Horror? Comedy? Romance? 
Action? It’s all of these things and none 
of them at the same time. A man thinks 
his former boss is an alien and does 
what any rational-minded person would 
do-locks him in the basement and tor- 
tures him with electrodes, sandpaper, 
and a dildo that shoots fire. 

Cremaster 3 ( *** 1/2 ) - The fifth 
in the Cremaster series. Again, don’t 
ask me what it was about, but it fea- 
tured some rotting racehorses, a giant, 
some elves, a punk band, no dialogue, 
and three hours of beautifully-crafted 
abstract madness. It’s the cinematic 
equivalent of a David Lynch masturba- 
tion session. Cremaster makes Lost 
Highway seem almost formulaic. 

Perhaps the best part of the volun- 
teer experience is the invitation to the 
staff party on the closing night of the 
festival. Held at the Liberty Grand, it 
featured an open bar, free food, and at 
least two midgets dancing to “Baby Got 
Back”. Good times all around. | don’t 
remember a whole lot of what hap- 
pened, but it was probably fun. | enjoy 
vodka so much. 

Would | recommend volunteering 
next year? Fuck yes. A little work 
translates to a whole lot of alcohol 
and free movies for a week, not to 
mention the countless opportunities 
to rub elbows with Nicole Kidman or 
Jann Arden (who, by the way, looks 
like a disgusting caricature of herself 
at this point). It's also a great way to 
see what goes on behind the scenes 
of a Festival of this size. It wouldn't be 
possible run such an event without the 
hard work of the Film Festival Group. 
Them’s good people. Now someone 
get me a fucking Advil. 


Worst festival ever! 


Kevin Pighin 


| have a love hate relationship with 
film. | love movies, but | hate the movie 
business. The many films that make 
up my collection move me to states 
of joy, rage, laughter and tears, but 
the business through which they were 
conceived moves me quite simply to 
wretch. Nowhere is this dichotomy 
more stressed than when a big fat 
throbbing international film festival 
comes sweeping through town. The 
Toronto International Film Festival, or 
TIFF, has grown from humble begin- 
nings to a state where critics are 
beginning to compare it to Cannes, 
another once great event turned sour 
by becoming more corporate shill than 
indie thrill. The very notion that these 
two events can be called ‘festivals’ 
boggles the mind. The idea of a festival 
has its roots in folk culture. Festivals 
in their purest form are gatherings of 
people celebrating and sharing in a 
cultural practice that acts as a con- 
necting thread for everyone who is 
involved. Necessarily, festivals must 
be inclusive in the sense that anyone 
who wants to participate, can. It is this 
grassroots consciousness that makes 
a festival resonate powerfully. If you 
mate these socially conscious ideals 
with the money driven machinery of 
big-business Hollywood you get a bas- 
tard child like TIFF or Cannes that sells 
the image of a true festival but which 
has none of the inclusiveness, access, 
or cultural value of the real thing. 

Firstly, trying to get tickets to par- 
ticipate in this mock fest is about as 
simple as advanced number theory is 
to an English major. Though it’s easy 
enough to get vouchers to exchange 
for tickets, getting tickets for the movies 
with any amount of buzz around them 
is next to impossible. Rush lines may 
sometimes work for smaller unknown 
films, but try to get into one that has 
had any ink spilled on it before coming 
to the fest. This exclusivity is rooted in 
the increasing level of fame and glam- 
our the ‘fest’ attracts which defeats the 
very essence of a true festival. With 
celebrities come entourages, agents, 
headhunters, and corporate big shots 
who will spend millions of dollars dis- 
tributing movies that cost millions to 
make, and which will make millions 
back for whomever signs the paycheck 
to its distribution rights. This process is 
at the core of my complaint. While the 
business of the industry is a necessary 
evil of moviemaking, and there simply 


would not be as many great movies 
out there if an economic side to the 
art form did not exist, | still insist that 
this element has no place in a festival. 
When you are dealing with a finite time 
period, like you are with any festival, 
you have a finite amount of space 
to perform whatever cultural practice 
you are celebrating and the art usually 
loses this space to the money. 

In the case of TIFF, this cultural 
practice is the ART and not the busi- 
ness of filmmaking. Too many big 
budget movies muscle time and space 
away from the independent filmmak- 
ers, who by their nature are required to 
be more innovative and impactful due 
to their lack of resources. What you 
end up with is a runaway freight train 
of fame trucking celebrities through the 
city who become the focal points of the 
fest and detract from the many great 
films and greatly un-famous people 
making them. Take for example movies 
like Underworld and Matchstick Men. 
The former is an invocation of many 
successful action-genre flicks like 
Blade and Matrix guaranteed to make 
millions of dollars its opening weekend 
despite reviews that expose its utter 
idiocy. The latter is a big name vehicle 
helmed by Ridley Scott also destined 
for fiscal fortitude. There is absolutely 
NO reason for these movies, WHICH 
OPEN MERE DAYS AFTER THE 
CLOSE OF THE FESTIVAL, to take 
up valuable resources and screen time 
which could be better used to screen 
movies by people who have been 
blessed with talent but not with connec- 
tions in the biz. You might be tempted 
to say at this point that those big budget 
superfluous movies bring in stars and 
therefore revenue to the fest, but let's 
not forget that it took a lot of that poten- 
tial revenue to get those stars there in 
the first place, and the money spent on 
those two gala presentations was prob- 
ably more than the National Film Board 
of Canada has seen in years. At the 
end of the day these big budget blas- 
phemes are best used in the capacity 
they were designed, to go forth and 
make money. But for god’s sake do so 
outside of the festival. While pretend- 
ing to be valid contributions to the art of 
film these bogus big budget pieces of 
crap are just interlopers attempting to 
further highjack some of the goodness 
and talent that radiates from so many 
unrecognized filmmakers. Proximity to 
greatness is not proof of greatness; 
don't be fooled by this set-up. 
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The Underground 


Reviews 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


Andrew W. K. Tears It Up 


| would like to tell you a story about a concert. In 
fact, | will be reviewing it for you because that’s what 
do. | have this girlfriend, yes? And she is pretty hip. 
What | mean by that is she makes me go places that 
| would normally not go to because !’d rather sit at 
home and play games on my computer and such. 
So one day she says to me “Hey, Keith. You know 
this guy Andrew W.K.?” And | says, “Sure. | know 
the guy. Why do you ask?” And she says “Well he’s 
coming to town and | was thinkin’ that if you wanted 
to, we should go and see what he’s all about.” And | 
says “Really? You like that guy?” And she says “Well, 
really I've only heard one of his songs but | think it 
rocks. Hard.” So | says “Alright cutesy-buttons. Let’s 
do this thing.” So she bought some tickets and then 
| forgot about it. And then one day she told me we 
had to go to the concert and | was like, “Alright. If we 
must. But you know concerts. They are pretty run-of- 
the-mill these days: Go in, crappy opening band, wait 
too long and get bitchy, then when you're about to 
hit the person standing right on top of you they burst 
out onto the stage, play for a moment and then leave 
and if you’re lucky you get an encore.” So you know, 
whatever. But this concert was so not like that. It was 
quite ridiculous. And | mean that in the best way pos- 
sible. We didn’t get to see the crappy opening band, 
so in all fairness they might have been good but you 
know as well as | do that they sucked. So we go to 
Lee’s Palace and got there in time to watch many 
roadies traipse across the stage doin’ the roadie 
thing which apparently involves lots of spitting, 
and soon afterward Andrew W.K. took the stage. 
And pretty much right away he was in ass-kicking 
mode. | mean, there was no build-up, the show kinda 
instantly started out at the climax and managed to 
sustain it the whole time. The energy was incredible. 
He has a new album out, so he was playing some 
new stuff as well as throwin’ down his old shit (old- 
school) and the audience LOVED him. | mean, these 
boys were crazy and go nuts from the very begin- 
ning. The coolest thing about this show, however, 
was not the music (although it was very loud and 
very good), but the way Andrew W.K. seemed to get 
off on the audience getting off on him. And he was 


just lovin’ the craziness. When kids started moshing 
and body surfing | thought, “Yeah this makes sense,’ 
but then they started goin’ up on the stage and rockin’ 
out with W.K. himself. They were dancing and grab- 
bin’ the mic and it was just nuts. | half expected a 
roadie to come out, (spit) and kick their asses off the 
stage, but there was none of that. At one point, early 
on in the concert, | counted 5 guys on stage, which 
for a small stage already crowded with musicians is a 
lot, but W.K. seemed to love it. He was putting guys 
up on his shoulders and giving them his mic so they 
could rock out a bit and there was quite a bit of hug- 
ging, which continued throughout the night (ohh-kay 
then). By the end of the concert the stage was a mob 
scene. | lost count after about two dozen kids rushed 
the stage but if you can picture it, and you probably 
can’t if you’re used to beefy security guards lining 
the stage, it was kind of a weird organized chaos. 
| mean, no one was getting in each other’s faces or 
anything, and while this was going on the show did 
indeed continue but it was wild, man. Totally unlike 
anything I’ve ever seen at a concert. Andrew W.K. 
isn’t too big but he is on his way up in the biz and | 
was surprised at how accessible he was to his fans. | 
guess he thinks his fans are basically good kids. And 
they were. Crazy metal-loving kids, but good kids. | 
mean, there was a wicked cool vibe happening and 
everyone was having an awesome time. His songs 
are about fun and partying and that’s what was goin’ 
on. It kicked so much ass, there wasn’t any need 
for an encore. Really, | think at that point, both W.K. 
and his audience were spent. So it was a forgivable 
offence. As for me and my lady friend, we totally dug 
it. After the concert ended we left Lee’s Palace only to 
find W.K. and his guitarist wandering out back of the 
concert place on their way to the tour bus and many 
anxiously awaiting fans. | don’t know how he does it, 
man. We didn’t stick around to see him get mobbed 
but no doubt he did. | guess there are still some per- 
formers out there who still really love their fans and 
want to be accessible to them. Which is really fucking 
cool. So my loyal readers, go out there and buy his 
CDs and get ready for the next concert. | will be there 
and ready to rock. Until next time... BOOYAH! 
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Bitter in Scarborough: 


Young Man Drowns himself in Political Quagmire 


Gordon Lane 


| found the flyer pasted next to a urinal. | was a bit 
past half drunk, ironically working on some strange sort 
of poetic dialogue with a friend concerning the danger- 
ous minds of our friendly neighbours to the south. | must 
note, however, that | say “our” meaning a nationalistic 
“your.” | myself am not that friendly, as some of you 
know, and have in fact been fathered by that strange 
country just a couple hours south of here. Having said 
that, I'll continue with my story, which | hope will not be 
too repetitive of the events of the past two years. 

As | said, | was a bit past half drunk, and as the bitter 
brown bubbles would have it, | can’t remember exactly 
what sort of propaganda was on the flyer. | do remem- 
ber a bit of excitement seeping into my embittered mind, 
and took the note: “9/11 Bloor Cin. 506 Bloor W. 9:15 
Aftermath.” 

| had seen most of the movie before at a Chautauqua 
in Maine this past summer, but | had missed the first ten 
minutes or so—a slothish morning resulting from bitter 
brown bubbles the night before. Normally | would have 
stayed in bed, but the themes of the Chautauqua were 
too important, and besides, | was on assignment for 


another newspaper. The Chautauqua was a day-long 
event, held in a small and extraordinarily rich town 
on the southern coast of Maine. For such a liberal 
and essentially anti-American event, | was surprised 
that that location was picked, with the stereotypical 
‘Anytown, USA’ feel. | was even more surprised by the 
number of respectable people who found the tiny town 
centre. Everyone was there, from teenage punks and 
Avril look-alikes to pungently pruned and perfumed 
grandmothers, from professors at the local University 
of New England to flannel-sporting Maine woodsmen. 
The classic American grange hall--nostalgically scented 
by exposed wooden ceiling beams and creaky wooden 
floors--was left with standing room only. 

That day was a fiesta of fear and anger, and 
not wholly devoid of a fair bit of propaganda. It was 
hosted by the Maine chapter of Indy Media, as well 
as CitizensWatch, a national organization centralized 
online. There were angry songs and stomping, para- 
noid conspiracy theorists, and a ninety-three-year-old 
speaker, Doris “Granny D” Haddock, known interna- 
tional for walking across the entire U.S. at ninety years 
old to raise awareness for campaign finance reform. All 
of this broadcasted a clear message: “Don't refer to me 
and these other attendees as ‘we’ when talking about 
the American government.” 

Don't refer to me as “you Americans.” 

The highlight of the event, a sort of infocasting 
political starting point, was the Guerrilla News Network’s 
documentary AfterMath: Unanswered Questions from 9/ 
11. That was then followed by most of the speakers’ and 
participants’ questions (| missed the speakers before 
the movie, of course). This is the movie that brought me 
to the Bloor Cinema on this past September 11, mark- 
ing the two-year anniversary of the strange events of, 
well, you know. As | watched the movie earlier this year 
among Americans, the mood was especially staid, and 
the clapping at the end deliberate and honest, yet obvi- 
ously subdued. Moving ahead and away, the Canadians 
were a bit more exuberant, cheering, whistling, and 
clapping voraciously. There was vivid head shaking. 
The rather nationalistic fear of America was obvious. 
Everyone was tickled to have their fears corroborated. 
It somehow disturbs me, however, that there can be so 
much anti-American hate mongered by those who hate 
the American hate mongering. 

The patriotic Americans sat in silent and stoic disbe- 
lief and confusion. The nationalist Canadians gave their 
obligatory moments of silence while the film ran through 
clips of rubble dredging firemen. The silence was fur- 
ther undermined by the traditional slurping of Pepsi and 
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crunching of popcorn. And with more smiles and snick- 
ers and shouts, the self-righteous zeal of the Canadian 
national identity was not hard to see. 

The line-up outside the cinema was enormous. You 
first had to wait in line for a ticket, and then get in a line 
three times as long to get inside. | was amused, thinking 
to myself, “Look at how many people hate me!” (As if | 
am a fair representation of an American, but, when in 
another country, if you have an American passport you 
are distinctively American.) 

The length of the line allowed for a few drinks, drinks 
that | would wager were an appropriately justified albeit 
subconscious drive to numb the hopelessness | was 
about to feel. For fellow Underground staff member 
John Loerchner, who excitedly accompanied me on the 
quest downtown, | think the drinks were of a more cel- 
ebratory kind, happily preparing for some good ol’ anti- 
Americanism. Maybe it was the same for me. Whatever 
the case, the not-too-surprising popularity of the event 
gave us enough time to take turns standing in line, while 
one of us quickly skipped away to a bar for a shot of 
tequila or whiskey, or a bottle of beer. 

Aside from our own alcoholically induced spirit, there 
were many more in line coming from the bars, and the 
sweet scent of Good Smoke wafted through the crowd. 
In other celebratory fashions we were greeted by a man 
masked as George W., handing out flyers and the now- 
classic 9/11 Deception Dollar, which were designed by 
a man from Calgary. 

“Happy 9/11!” the Bush-man proclaimed to me as | 
took what he had to give. | liked him and took his pic- 
ture. John, on the other hand, was a bit disturbed, and 
voiced his joyful fantasies of kicking the impersonator 
in the face. Who knew even a mask could invoke such 
fear and loathing? 

And in the fear and loathing-filled tradition, we 
stumbled in. The three tiers of seating were fairly well 
packed, and the movie's start time was delayed by a 
half hour or forty-five minutes as more people showed 
up. Finally, in the style that | have already mentioned, 
the host asked the crowd in a peculiarly sporting way, 
“Are you ready?!” and, of course, the crowd let out a 
boisterous affirmation. 

So the movie ran its course. The crowd was warm and 
smiling, laughing with ironic and paradoxical scoffs. The 
film was visually intense, pounding away images of the 
Twin Towers and rubble and smoke, diagrams of planes 
and their trajectories, words upon words in quotes and 
the sarcastically placed image of “Old Glory,” an ironic 
name in itself. Intensely urban instrumental beats made 
the soundtrack, underscoring the feelings of immediacy 


in this un-civilization, as faces indignantly flicked their 
words at the camera. The film asks nine people eleven 
questions, stirring up everything you've already heard: 
U.S. intelligence failures, suspicious security delays, 
military incompetence, resultant governmental attacks 
on the constitution such as the Patriot Act. And while 
most of the interviewees are distinguished lawyers, 
authors, and doctors, there was still the overwhelming 
disappointment that nothing in today’s political fights 
can be won without propaganda; the film ended with a 
radio personality, who hosts a liberal talk show, overin- 
dulgently exclaiming a call to action. Not surprisingly, 
amidst the American-bashing crowd, there was only 
the tiniest feeling that this was somehow wrong, that 
somewhere there needs to be a new political tactic, that 
loaded words and imagery is only bringing the seething 
mass of confusion and unanswered questions closer to 
the brim of this world’s ancient bowel, painted with pic- 
tures of glorified and tribal war. 

The movie finished and there was a panel discus- 
sion, which in turn was followed by audience questions. 
We stayed for the discussion only, hoping that some- 
thing new would arise. But alas, it was the same: angry 
participants in the new war on America regurgitating 
all the takes on the conspiracies and America’s raison 
d’étre. One theory | hadn't yet heard was that the towers 
fell due to strategically placed explosives, as can be 
seen by the controlled way the towers fell, much like the 
deliberate demolition of any other building. Apparently 
this theory is made further plausible by the fact that the 
metal from the buildings was quickly sold as scrap metal 
to underdeveloped countries, which was illegal due to 
studies that are supposed to be done on the rubble. As 
far as | know, none of this is true. As far as | know, all of 
this is true. The mass of fact and speculation in the 9/11 
case is so Antan that it seems it has as much chance of 
being explained as there is a chance of finding a math- 
ematical Theory of Everything. Yet these people go on, 
and on, and on... 

| hope | didn’t miss any illuminating questions from 
the audiences, but my guess is that | didn’t. It had been 
some time since my last shot of tequila, and | needed 
to replace my cynical bitterness with the bitterness of 
another kind. John and | headed to a nearby bar as | 
rather reflectively listened to John’s somewhat drunken 
tirade about the lack of true democracy in the world, 
that if this democracy wanted to vote in communism, it 
wouldn't be able to happen. My thoughts drifted in and 
out from him, thinking a bit on a man in line to get into 
the film. In response to John’s loving declaration, “We 
have an American here!” (pointing at me), the hippyish 


looking man had replied, “Welcome to democracy.” And 
we wonder exactly how true that is--what democracy 
means, and whether or not democracy is even right in 
the first place. Or, at least, is it right enough to drive it 
into every corner of the world? 

| wake in the morning with a thin layer of oily beer 
broth covering my skin. The smell of street sausage 
reaches my nose, and | have mild heart burn from mildly 
hot peppers. There is relish on my backpack, which | 
dripped from my bun while in that mentally necessary 
and numbed state. Now to class, to discuss the chang- 
ing world-view and literary techniques of post-modern- 
ism. 

| flip through the scads of ads and pamphlets | got 
at the cinema. My stack of papers from these events 
is growing quite large. The most recent issue of G/oba/ 
Outlook stares at me with smiling Arab girls behind 
the words “The Children of Irag,” and “Unseat the War 
Criminals,” and “Impeach Bush Now.” 

| spend the weekend sifting through the news, 
coming across articles about 9/11 memorials in NYC, 
where school children, not even old enough to under- 
stand what any of this means, are programmed to sing 
patriotic carols of good-will, written by slave owners 
and colonists decades upon decades ago. Two Muslim 
clerics from Toronto have been arrested and sent back 
to Canada by officials in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, with 
no charges being laid. The Patriot Act strikes again, 
firing at the two anti-fanatic leaders merely because 
their names and associations are mildly similar to the 
suspicious names and associations on some distant 
list, compiled by old rich men living in an all-white sub- 
urbia outside D.C.--a self-segregating natural human 
mindset written about in both the September issue of 
Atlantic Monthly and the most recent Saturday Star. Do 
you embrace diversity, any of you, really? | sit here and 
write this, unshowered, unamused, but find just a pinch 
of solace on the back of the program for last Thursday’s 
AfterMath screening. It quotes Edward Everett Hale, 
whoever he may be: 

“Lam only one 

But still | am one; 

| cannot do everything, 

But still | can do something; 

And because | cannot do everything 

| will not refuse to do the something | can do.” 

| hope this is something. Keep an eye to the back of 
this paper for the year, and you should find numerous 
events, political and otherwise. Go to these, share in 
the hate, propaganda, fear, and cynicism, and do that 
something that you can do. 
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To commemorate the start of the new 
school year and furthermore the con- 
siderably larger and even more diversi- 
fied student body at UTSC, a few of us 
at the Underground thought it would be 
kind of fun to ask a couple of first year 
students to give us a glimpse of their first 
week on campus. Enjoy! 


And She’s Buying a 
Parking Pass to Hell 


by Joseph Taylor 


Line ups, some more than two hours long were the fate that 
awaited any student trying to purchase a parking pass over the first 
week sales which commenced on September 2nd. But it seems that 
the first week of university is all one big line up. We line up at the 
Bookstore, the ATM, the Registrar, and even the Café. 

Undoubtedly the worst of these line ups had to be the parking 
pass line up. Although most of my experience as a frosh during the 
first week of University has been pleasant, there was one unforget- 
table event that has tainted my perception of the level of compassion 
that the administration has at this establishment. | waited for about 
fifteen minutes to purchase my parking pass in the debit/visa line 
before a student in front of me kindly warned me that the line we 
were in was only for debit and visa. |, of course, had cash on me, so | 
went across to the other side of the meeting place and lined up in the 
cash line. | waited there for about another hour and a half before | 
finally reached the pinnacle of the line up, where | could actually see 
inside the office where the parking passes were being sold. 

A girl beside me seemed to have a worrisome look upon her 
face. She had accidentally lined up in the debit/visa line, which 
was over two hours long, when she instead had cash on her. She 
politely asked me if | wouldn't mine letting her go in front of me, and 
| accepted, being fully aware that she had been waiting in line for far 
longer then | had. But when this girl went to the desk to purchase her 
pass, she was horrifyingly told that she could not buy her pass, and 
that she would have to go to the back of the line. | told the younger 
girl who was selling the passes, who looked to be a senior student at 
UTSC, that | gave permission for the girl to go in front of me. The girl 
who had exhaustedly waited for more than two hours had reached 
a level of stress she surely could no longer bare and began to cry. 
My heart wrenched; this was an outrage. My fears were further reaf- 
firmed when the person at the desk told the girl she felt bad for her 
and then throatfully barked out her command, “NEXT PLEASE.” 

This was the kind of faceless, uncompassionate treatment | 
would expect to see from my insurance company or maybe the GAP, 
but after dishing out $5000 in tuition and another $360 for a lousy 
parking pass I’m sure we all should be afforded at least a minute 
amount of kindness and compassion. That is what this school so 
exaggeratedly promotes. My condolences go out to the girl who had 
to go through the hell she did, and it hurts me to think her first memo- 
ries of this school and university in general will be of this terrible and 
deeply saddening moment. 


Mission Impossible: 
Surviving Week One 


by Aleks Szofinska 


As a victim of the double cohort, we've been told many things 
about university life that our first week at UTSC has probably proven 
wrong. We've been fed these misconceptions about university all the 
way through high school and they were particularly spiced up in our 
final year. 

The first thing they tell you is that it will be virtually impossible for 
you to get in to university since it will be double the people competing 
for the same amount of space. Even though they tell you on TV that 
universities are expanding to accommodate this huge graduating 
class, you aren’t sure because there is the unlikely possibility that the 
TV can lie (though you haven't caught it yet). So you study your little 
head off, and sure enough, for some miraculous reason, you get in! 

Once you do get here, realizing the TV has pulled through for you 
once again, you're still frightened by other things you were told. You 
arrive scared that within the first day of classes you will be so bogged 
down with work that you will be entirely cut off from the outside world 
and that the amassed total of your social activity will consist of you 
avoiding eye contact with the smelly pedophile that is sitting across 
from you on the bus. You are nervous of not being able to keep up 
with all your reading assignments, resulting in not understanding a 
word your professor says, which leads to not knowing how to tackle 
your assignments, ending in your ultimate failure! 

High school officials also tell you that University of Toronto is a 
cold-hearted university that considers you a number at best. You are 
told that everyone is a snob and that you will have to either rely on 
your parents to be your new posse or that you will have to settle for 
being an anti-social hermit for at least the next 4 years of your life. In 
your mind, life is coming to a halt. 

All of this is churning through your mind as you race down the 
busy halls of UTSC. You try to run as fast as you can, but the crowds 
aren't parting and you feel as if someone has just pressed the slow 
motion button. “Coffee, must have coffee,” is suddenly all your brain 
can register. So you run to Timmy’s only to find a crazy line up and 
you have no chance whatsoever of getting coffee and making it to 
class. You forget the coffee and glance at where there is suppose to 
be a library and wonder how the school is going to function without 
it. As you walk down the hall, you look at all the poor souls that are 
lining up to get in the bookstore and you think to yourself, “Ha hal | 
was smart enough to get my books two weeks ago” but feeling kind 
of sorry for them nonetheless. 

You somehow manage to get to class and think, “Ok, here it 
comes!” But before you know it, the week has gone by, you’ve made 
a bunch of new friends, met some old ones, enjoyed your lectures 
and reading, and have had enough time to yourself to complain 
about it all in this article. 
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Life 


The prospect of another long school 
year stretches before us and for some that 
also means another long year of life on rez. 
For those who are living on campus, it’s usu- 
ally easiest to depend on the university for 
sustenance. Why bother looking for food or 
worrying constantly about groceries when 
you can just count on ARAMARK to tell you 
what to eat? It’s definitely more convenient. 

But falling into this trend can have some 
drawbacks. Food on campus isn’t cheap, it 
isn’t the healthiest, and it certainly doesn’t 
provide much in the way of variety. It’s easy 
to get caught in a routine that will leave you 
broke, out of shape and sick of repetitive 
meals. 

Unfortunately, we're in Scarborough, 
and if you are looking for cheap and healthy 
alternatives, there isn’t much to find. If 
you really want to save money and stay in 
shape, my best advice to you is to try and 
find a way to keep up with your grocery 
shopping. However, if it's variety you want, 
that we can help with. 

Scarborough can be a_ bewildering 
place when you're looking for a place to 
eat. Its huge, its drab, and everything 
looks the same, especially the restaurants. 
With all the gigantic chain restaurants it’s 
difficult to find a respectable alternative to 
another McDeal in a town of divey-looking 
strip malls. So for those of you new to our 
infamous corner of Toronto, or for those who 
have lived here all your lives and are still 
clueless, here is a list of some of the best 
places to eat in the east side. 


Keith Friedlander 
and Katharine MacNevin 


Best Burgers 


Johnny’s Hamburgers 

416-491-7222 

2595 Victoria Park (at Sheppard) 

Too small to accommodate its diners, this is the best 
place in town to have a picnic on the hood of your car. 
Serving some of the best burgers in town, it’s a shame 
this place barely counts as a part of Scarborough, 
tucked away in the northwest corner. 


Food: eee! Price: $ 


Shamrock Burgers & Pizza 

416-282-0121 

6109 Kingston Road (next door to Purdy’s [see 
below]) 

Located close to campus, the Shamrock has locally 
famous burgers and fries for a reasonable price. Not as 
good as Johnny's but a hell of a lot more convenient. 


Food: t@!1@!| Price: $ 
Best Fish and Chips 


St. Andrews Fish & Chips 

416-431-6574 

1589 Ellesmere Road (west of McCowan) 

Nice and close to the Town Center, St. Andrews has 
good service and a calm atmosphere. A good alterna- 
tive to the loud crowd of the mall’s food court, this small 
restaurant can still catch some of the high school crowd 
around lunch. Excellent fish and chips. 


Food: tee! Price: $ 
Best Sushi 


Zen Japanese Restaurant 

416-265-7111 

2803 Eglinton Avenue East (near Danforth) 

It's best to call ahead and make reservations 
or order take-out due to the popularity of this small 
Japanese restaurant. Super friendly staff, reasonably 
priced sushi (although keep in mind cheap sushi isn’t 
really very cheap at all), very quiet atmosphere and be 
ready to take your shoes off if you get a booth. The 
spider rolls are expensive but are so good they can 
make your legs buckle. 


Food: t@ltel@te! Price: $$$ % 


Best Chinese food 


Federick Restaurant 

416-439-9234 

1920 Ellesmere Rd (near Bellamy) 

A very popular and busy dinner location, Federick’s 
gets a crowd most nights but has incredibly fast ser- 
vice to make up for it. Singapore rice noodles and 
Manchurian chow mien unleash the awesome power 
of noodle (especially when mixed together) and all for 
a moderate price when split with a friend. Remember 
when Homer ate the Guatemalan insanity peppers? 
Severe hallucinations due to spice? Try the chili 
chicken. 


Food: telteitel'e! Price: $$ 
Best Indian food 


Madras Palace 

416-759-5400 

1249 Ellesmere Road (west of Brimley) 

Also located close to the Town Center, their motto 
is a good south Indian restaurant is hard to find. It's 
true. Madras has an excellent variety of foods you've 
never heard of. Mildly spicy vegetable dishes that are 
reasonably priced. Get your daily intake of chick peas 
and lentils... and try the samosas. 


Food: teliete! Price: $$ 
Best Greek food 


Greek Odyssey 

416-750-0010 

1415 Kennedy Road (near Ellesmere) 

Most of the Greek restaurants in Scarborough not 
found on the Danforth are chain restaurants, except this 
one. Really good food, especially the lemon potatoes. 
Exceptional tzatziki but avoid the garlic bread. Friendly 
owner visits the customers, look for the women in 
sequins and a short skirt. Fun atmosphere and good 
patio. Live Greek music Friday and Saturday nights. 
Try the saganaki (a.k.a. flaming cheese. Opa!). Sadly, 
they only deliver as far as Markham road. 


Food: teelte! Price: $$ % 
Best Breakfast 


Villa Fish And Chips Restaurant 

416-281-1315 

515 East Avenue 

Technically | shouldn't even be telling you about this 
place. It is Scarborough’s best kept secret and it should 
stay that way. A small diner on the eastern edge of the 
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city, they have excellent breakfasts, accommodating 
servers and very reasonable prices. The highlight of 
this treasure are the hash browns which are specially 
seasoned to perfection. Tell no one. If | didn’t know 
how small our readership is | never would have added 
this. Closed on Sundays. 

Food: telteite! 1% Price: $ 

Ted’s Restaurant 

416-282-2204 

404 Old Kingston Road (across the street from 
Purdy’s [see below]) 

Legendary in the area, Amazing Ted’s is actually a 
rather average diner located near the campus. More 
expensive, more crowded and with poorer food than 
Villa, Ted’s is the only place nearby that you can get 
breakfast on a Sunday morning. Although the hash 
browns are barely edible and fighting for room with the 
morning church crowd can be a hassle, the rest of the 
breakfast menu is quite pretty good. 


Food: te! % Price: $$ 


Best Desserts 


Under The Sun Cafe 

416-269-6857 

2751 Eglinton Av E (at Danforth) 

Open really late (3 am on Friday and Saturday 
nights). Best selection of cheese cakes in town. Alittle 
pricey but good for taking home. Oh my God, | want the 


Bailey’s cheese cake right now. It’s styled after a café 
so there’s a light menu. Good espressos and cappuc- 
cino as well. Be aware that it attracts the high school 
crowd and can get pretty noisy at night. 


Food: teiteie! % Price: $$ % 


Where to get drunk near campus 


Fossil & Haggas Pub & Grub 

416-281-6959 

790 Military Trail (at Morningside) 

The more popular of the local watering holes, Fossil 
and Haggas will see many a social gathering this school 
year. A large tavern with some sofas for lounging and 
pool tables. Average pub grub at average prices, the 
Fossil is more about the local social scene and the com- 
fortable atmosphere than anything. Beware watered 
down beer. It’s just a rumour but you'll be surprised 
how much money you spend to how drunk you get. 
Good music. 

Food & Drink: ele! Price: $$$ 

Purdy’s Restaurant & Pub 

416-281-3680 

6091 Kingston Road (just south of campus) 

Purdy’s is where the local kids’ parents go to get 
drunk. Excellent pub food and a more warm and inti- 
mate atmosphere than Fossil, Purdy’s is the place to go 
for a civilized night of excess. Beware surly Irish owner 
and horrible canned music that could make you think 
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you're in an elevator. Pleasant patio and some friendly 
staff. 


Food & Drink: tel1e!1e! Price: $$$ 
Where to go after last call 


Markham Station 

416-299-4141 

5117 Sheppard Ave E (at Markham) 

It's 3 am and you're feeling like a hearty breakfast to 
cap off your night. Head to Markham Station where the 
crowd doesn’t even form until after midnight. Open 24 
hours, this restaurant isn’t the best, but its always there 
for you. Good garlic bread, fries, wings and fajitas, the 
rest of the menu is lackluster. Kind but incompetent 
staff. Sometimes you get to watch soft core porn on the 
television when no one is paying attention. What else 
can be said? It’s Markham Station. 

Food: te! '% Price: $$ 

NOTE: We recognize that we have not listed an 
Italian, Mexican or Pizza place amongst our selections. 
The truth is, we don’t know a good place in Scarborough 
to find such food. These topics will likely appear in a 
future downtown eating guide (if we ever get around to 
writing one), but don’t wait for us to tell you where to go. 
Tell us instead! If you know a good Italian or Mexican 
restaurant in Scarborough, write to the Underground 
and tell us. We may even review it after we check it 
out. 


eee aT 
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The Underground Obituary 


In Memorial 


Johnny Cash 
1932-2003 


Last Friday country legend Johnny Cash lost his battle with diabetes and passed away 
at Baptist Hospital in Nashville. He was 71 years old. Cash was the most acclaimed 
musician in country music history. Songs like “| Walk The Line” and “Ring Of Fire” 
became classics that defined the genre. The latter was penned with his late second wife 
June Carter Cash, who was a brilliant musician in her own right, recording and releasing 
many records. Recently Cash’s music had been rediscovered by younger generations 
through his collaboration with rap and metal producer Rick Rubin. Cash had been 
planning to attend the MTV Video Music Awards where his video for “Hurt”, a song by 
Ee Nine Inch Nails, had been nominated for six awards. But he fell ill and was hospitalized 
2 until his death. 


Cash was nicknamed The Man In Black, after a song he wrote explaining his motivation 
for life and music. We here at The Underground wish to pay tribute to the life of a brilliant 
artist and performer. May you rest in peace, and may the light greet you at the end. 


: Andrew C. Epstein 
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Events Listing 


Wednesday, September si 2003 


If you know of an event that might benefit from a little bit of buzz (i.e. Ticketmaster is not involved) 
let us know by sending an email with “EVENTS” in the subject line to: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 

The Underground and its staff do not guarantee any information printed in this listing. Do to the 
often sketchy nature of such events, the details are liable to change, or be outright false. Make use of 
any contact information provided beforehand.... and otherwise, have fun! 


MUSIQ 


Sept 19 - SMERK presents HARDKORE 
v.5 - Industrial, noise, breakcore with The 
Eventualists, Unitus, Czechoslovakian 
Cock, Neckbeerd, etc. $5, 19+, Ania’s 
(627 Queen St. W.) 9pm-??? 


Sept 20 - Harvest FestivAL - Watch 
ravers and hippies mingle, dance, get 
high, and leave no trace. Aldida Organic 
Farms. $38. www.harvestfestival.org 


Sept 21 - klez-more: Morris winchevsky 
school 75th reunion with the klezmer 
swingtet, dave wall & marilyn lerner, 
batsheva and sharon hampson. Isabel 
Bader Theatre (93 Charles West), 
7:30 pm, $25-$35. 416-789-5502. 
www.winchevskycentre.org 


Sept. 26 - animal lovers music festival 
with neveroddoreven, psychopathos, 
ton of bricks, ruined by reason, g-men, 
the class assassins, chrome, bassment 
and more Rockit (120 Church), $10. 


www.psychopathos.com/ALMF 
main.htm 


Sept 27 - enTRANCE - OD4J’s 
Styles, Mobius, Eso, etc. Volume 
Lounge (577 King Street W), 


416-280-6436. 19+, Free. 
POLITIK 


Sept 17 - Managing an International 
Development Project: A Nicaraguan 
Model. Lecture by U of T grad, Amanda 
Proctor. 12-1:30pm, Room 305, York 
Lanes, York University. Free. 


Sept 18 - Video screening and discussion 
on the political situation in Afghanistan. 7 
pm. $2 sugg. Socialist Action/OCAP Hall, 
517 College. 416-535-8779. 


Sept 18 - Find out where the mayoral 


candidates stand on heritage issues. 7: 
30 pm. Free. St Lawrence Hall, 157 King 
E. 416-761-9007. 


Sept 18 - Anti-poverty groups “evict” 
Ernie Eves at a rally for affordable 
housing. 11:30 am. Free. 777 Bay. 416- 
599-6195. 


Sept 18 - Community forum with wind 
energy expert Paul Gipe. 7 pm. Free. 
Queen Elizabeth Bldg, Exhibition Place. 
www.ontario-sea.org 


Sept 23 - The Landless Rural Workers 
Movement and the Construction of 
Another Brazil. Lecture by Leandro 
Vergara (PhD Candidate from York). 1- 
3:30pm, Room 278A, York Lanes, York 
University, Free. 


LITERATI 


Sept 17 - Harbourfront Reading Series 
featuring George Elliott Clarke, Cary 
Fagan, John Bemrose, etc. $8, 7:30pm, 
York Quay Centre, Brigantine Room (235 
Queens Quay W.) 416-973-4000. 


Sept 23 - This Is Not A Reading Series 
featuring Douglas Coupland. 7pm, 
Berkeley Church (315 Queen Street 
East). $5 in advance at Pages, no 
reserves 


Sept 25-29 - 12th Annual Victoria 
College Book Sale. 91 Charles Street 
West. (Sept. 25th: 59m - 10pm, Sept. 
26th: 10am - 8pm, Sept. 27th: 11am - 
5pm, Sept. 28th: noon - 5pm, Sept. 29th: 
10am - 8pm). 416-585-4471 Sept. 25th: 
$3, other days: free. Proceeds support 
Victoria University Library. 


Sept 28 - Word on the Street Book 
and Magazine Fair, Queen W between 
University and Spadina, 11am-6pm. 
Free. 


UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 
Buying something? 
Selling something? 
Massaging something? 
UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 


Starting in our next issue, the Underground will 


be running classified ads as a service to UTSC 
students, for the low low price of nothing*. That’s 
right, nothing*. Please submit your classifieds to 


ug_classys@hotmail.com. Please, be reasonable. 


We can only print messages that are short, sweet, and 
interesting. 


*The Underground reserves the right to refuse to print a 
classified ad for whatever reason we want. 


GrlwA S25 cl-E ISE DS 


Luxury brand new 2 _ bedroom 
basement apartment 

Bright, close to UTSC, furnished, 
laundry parking, satelite TV 

No smoking 

Call Kevin at (416) 208-3404 

$850 inclusive 


Omnipotent demigoddess 
with fondness for fondue 
and White Water Rafting 
seeks compliant carbon 
blobs to worship her in 

all her splendor. Bow 
down before me! 

Visit me at www.dugg.ca 


Hockey Players Wanted 

Men’s League 

C Calibre or better 

non-contact Tuesday nights, referees 
(416) 208-3404 


Next Issue of the Underground: Coming October ‘1st 


The Underground Online... it’s almost better 


http ://www.utse.utoronto.ca/~un 
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Needs You! 


SCSP (Scarborough Campus Student 
Press) is currently looking for new 
members for its Board of Directors. 
Anyone who Is interested should con- 
tact the Underground for further details. 


phone: 416.287./054 
fax: 416.287.7055 
email: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


SCSP is currently looking for people to fill the following positions: 


2 Full-time student members 
1 Part-time student member 
1 member of the faculty, staff, or alumni of UTSC 


Anyone who is interested in starting up another publication 
under SCSP may also apply 


Wednesday, October 1, 2003 


Election Day 


Tomorrow - Vote and 
save the puppies! 


The disillusioned enfranchised young people 
of our province have a chance tomorrow to 
have their voices heard through the some- 
what democratic voting process instituted in 
order to have “elected representatives” of the 
population run our provincial government. But 
recently, it seems as though the democratic 
process disillusions voters, especially young 


voters. 
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Editorial p.4 
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Got Kink? 


Kink. 

How should | put it? Should | even put it 
here? Isn’t that a taboo subject? Perhaps 
you wouldn't want to know? 

Everyone gets turned on by something 
- the little nibble on the ear that he does, 
that specific outfit that she wears. How 
different is that from getting turned on by 
tying someone up, whipping someone or 
by getting whipped? 
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Submission Policy 


At The Underground we love unsolicited material, 
especially letters and opinion pieces. Should such 
material be typed or printed and delivered to The 
Underground's snazzy portable by or before noon 
on the Friday prior to the desired publication date, 
we will more than likely print it. We kindly ask that 
submissions be of 800 words or less and that they 
include the writer's name and student number. 


Submissions become the property of The Under- 
ground and may or may not be published at the whim 
of The Editorial Board. The Board reserves the right to 
poke fun at submissions, post them on the wall in The 
Underground's snazzy portable (for the enjoyment 
of our staff and guests) or alter them in print in any 
way provided it is so acknowledged. By submission, 
authors implicitly bow down to the total editorial control 
of The Editorial Board and freely consent to the addi- 
tion witty comments and criticisms (especially in the 
case of libelous or malicious submissions) courtesy 
of the snarky editors. 


For a more official-sounding Letters and Opinions 
Policy contact undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


The Underground 
is published by the 
Scarborough Campus 
Student Press, a non- 
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Androgyny U. 


UTSC Has Been Rendered Sexless 


Although it occurred at some point during the Cretaceous Period, | 
remember my Frosh pretty well. One of the things that stuck out in my 
mind was the rather large amount of condoms that | found in my frosh kit. 
| was impressed to say the least. “Wow,” | thought to myself, “UTSC really 
believes in promoting safe sex.” Then walking into the Health Centre for the 
first time, | was again confronted with condoms out in the open, and this 
seemed to pacify me. 

But to be honest, | can’t say that | remember any instances of sex or 
sexuality that were presented out in the open here on campus. So | figured 
that meant that most of UTSC doesn’t like sex. However, as | was to learn 
over the course of my time spent on these grounds, UTSC indeed does 
have a libido, it just doesn’t like to admit it. 

You see, UTSC has been de-sexed, neutered, vasectomized. Its been 
given a pat on the back then told to walk it off. This stems from the fact 
that UTSC has a very deep religious presence on campus. Freedom of 
religion is taken very seriously on campus and rightly so, but | believe that 
there is an unfortunate side effect. For many religious students, the idea of 
pre-marital sex is blasphemous, and the college is very sensitive to this. 
Presenting sex or sex education in a more public way (beyond pamphlets 
and free condoms), might offend some students in a religious context. 

As |’ve said before, the school seems to live in fear of offending stu- 
dents for various reasons, and it is here that the sex has been removed. 
This puts many people at risk. The most that’s been dragged up is the 
horrid “Ask First” campaign. That's right, if the rapist sees a button that 
reads “Sex Needs Consent,” he’s going to undergo a magical change. A 
man who is going to sexually assault someone has no interest in asking, 
that’s not what makes it for him. We live in a country that has the second 
highest amount of reported rapes in the world next to America. How quickly 
do people try to forget that the Scarborough Rapist graduated from this 
school? The buttons are a lethargic attempt to bury the past in a cloud of 
slogans. If you really want a more likeable sexual symbol for the school, | 
suggest our majestic smokestacks that jut out into the sky like phallic mis- 
siles of industry, spewing forth their white puffs of reproduction. 

Believe it or not, many students don’t seem to be aware of their sexual 
choices. In fact, most people in general aren’t.. | remember a story that a 
highschool sex educator told me. He told me he had met some guys that 
thought they could have unprotected sex with their girlfriend and not get 
them pregnant if the girl was on top. We can’t always assume that people 
are going to use common sense, it’s just not the reality. They're flying 
blind so-to-speak. They have an objective but have no clue how to reach 
it. Without an open invitation to some sort of sexual knowledge, they are 
lost. 

So it is to you my fellow students that | send an appeal. For those of 
you that enjoy having and talking about sexual activities, this is your time 
to shine. | know you're out there. After all, we’ve had rumours of students 
“fraternizing” with their profs, we've had crazed kinky residence parties, 
and everyday we have men and women dressed up in their latest ready-to- 
go outfits on the lookout for other men and women who are just as ready as 
they are. It is you, my frisky friends, that need to get people talking. 

There are so many voices shouting at young people about sex. It almost 
seems like they want to prepare kids for war. Alarms go off, the air-raid 
sirens are sounded and blitzkrieg rains fire over the wasteland of sexuality. 
All some people get out of it is that sex is dirty, scary, and evil. This pushes 
them into silence, and it is in this silence that sexual ignorance is bred. 

If the dialogue won't begin out of fear, then we must begin it ourselves. 
Sex should never be feared. Yes there are risks, but there are risks in every 
aspect of life. Our time at University is supposed to spent getting prepared 
to face those risks. This is not a time to be silent. This is a time to be open, 
to ask questions, and to examine our choices. In this issue we will attempt 
to do just that, because The Underground is ready-to-go, and looking for a 
good time... with you. 


Hungrily yours, 

Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 
metalresidue@hotmail.com 


An Open Letter to the 
University Community 


On Oct. 2 you will vote for your candidate of choice for a wide variety of reasons. 
However, there is one issue that is fundamental to all Ontarians and that underlies our 
social, economic and physical well-being - the proper funding of our universities. 

Party leaders and candidates are working hard to persuade voters that they will be 
able to deliver on a platform of promises. As a result, we are told that after the election 
there will be more doctors and nurses, smaller elementary school class sizes, cleaner 
air and water, greater economic productivity, more lawyers for a beleaguered justice 
system and better care for those with special needs. 

We are being asked to assure a future that depends on skilled professionals: doc- 
tors, nurses, teachers, early childhood educators, social workers, lawyers, entrepre- 
neurs, business leaders, scientists and engineers. Ontario’s universities will be called 
on to play a vital part in educating these people, a role that we are proud to fulfil. 

However, we cannot do this without significant help. Improved university funding is 
the critical enabling factor for virtually all of the province's political agenda. 

We are asking for one single promise: An absolute commitment from each political 
leader that university funding in Ontario will be brought up to the national average within 
the next five years. 

At the present time, Ontario ranks 10" and last among the provinces in university 
funding when measured by the amount provided per student, per capita, or by any other 
measure. Ontario deserves better. We are not asking to be at the top, although that 
should be our long-term goal. A realistic short-term goal would be to bring our funding 
up to the national average. 

Few, if any, of the campaign promises can be delivered without recognition that 
improved support for our universities is essential. Universities are, and will continue to 
be, key partners with government in ensuring Ontario’s future. We cannot afford to be 
a silent partner. 

| am asking you to make university funding a priority in your conversations about the 
election. Send an e-mail to your candidate. Engage your politicians at the door. Raise 
the question at candidates’ debates and in any discussion about the issues. Insist that 
student support be front and centre on the political agenda. Make this one promise 
- bringing Ontario university funding up to the national average - a condition of your 
vote. 


Yours sincerely, 


Robert J. Birgeneau 
President 
University of Toronto 
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Election Day Tomorrow - 
Vote and save the puppies! 


Rob Chung 
Associate News Editor 


The disillusioned enfranchised young people 
of our province have a chance tomorrow to have 
their voices heard through the somewhat demo- 
cratic voting process instituted in order to have 
“elected representatives” of the population run 
our provincial government. But recently, it seems 
as though the democratic process disillusions 
voters, especially young voters. Voter turnout has 
decreased since the early 90’s, with only around 
60% of eligible voters participating in the election 
process here in Ontario, many of those declining 
to vote being young people. The choice not to vote 
seems to stem from a few main factors, with the 
most common reactions to voting being variations 
of the following comments: “How can one vote 
make any difference?” or, “Politicians are all liars, 
and nothing is going to change anyway, so why 
bother?” and finally, “I don’t know anything about 
anything, so why would | waste my time?” Indeed 
it does seem as though the world of politics is no 
place for young people since there are so many 
more important and interesting things with which 
to be occupied. Life would have to degrade signifi- 
cantly for most young people to contemplate initi- 
ating political change through the voting process 
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- the party in power would have to outlaw beer 
and sex and eat puppies before many would even 
consider reading about politics. 

The Progressive Conservatives first led by 
Mike Harris, and now Ernie Eves, have not out- 
lawed beer or sex, or eaten puppies for brunch in 
the past eight years that they have been in power. 
But life for some has deteriorated greatly since 
they instituted their “Common Sense Revolution,” 
or the systematic flushing of funding to every social 
program in order to pay down the provincial debt, 
which was spiraling out of control due to massive 
spending by those previously in power. Today, our 
public systems of education and health care, are 
threatened by massive under funding. We have 
an energy shortage and a shortage of ways in 
which to bring in dependable sources of energy. 
Corporations making millions are paying fewer 
and fewer taxes while the burden to fund social 
programs is left on the backs of the lower and 
middle classes. While it is true that puppies are 
not being charbroiled (at least not yet) and beer 
flows freely, many feel that the time for change is 
now, and that this change is necessary. 

This change will only occur if people vote 


for change. And people will only vote if they are 
informed about the different choices that are avail- 
able to them. So, as one who believes that Ontario 
desperately needs a change for the better, and as 
an attempt to try and get some of you out to the 
voting stations tomorrow, here are the three main 
parties and some of their policies regarding health 
care, education, and taxes. 


The Progressive Conservatives 

On Health Care: They plan to build more hospi- 
tals through private partnerships, hire 8000 more 
nurses, provide every nurse with a full time position 
ifhe/she wants one, hire more family doctors, spend 
$100 million on West Nile Virus, create a $1 billion 
cancer center, and expand the TeleHealth Ontario 
call service to accept complaints and suggestions. 
Comments: Private hospitals are scary. In Canada 
we don't pay for basic medical services and never 
have, but the Conservatives seem to be moving 
to a more private system like that of our south- 
ern neighbors. Scary. $100 million on West Nile? 


continued on next page 6) 
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Mosquitoes won't die just because the Tories want 
them to. And who really uses TeleHealth? It’s a 
cheap, irresponsible replacement for the doctors 
and nurses the Conservatives had to let go when 
they cut funding. Bring back real doctors! 


On Education: They want to ban teacher 
strikes, lockouts and work to rule campaigns 
during the school year. Allow non-teachers to lead 
extra-curricular activities, supplementing the work 
of “real” teachers. Guarantee a place in a post 
secondary institution for every willing and qualified 
student. Provide $400 million (additional to current 
funding) for student assistance helping 40 000 
more students a year for the next 10 years. 

Comments: Banning teacher strikes, or any 
strike for that matter seems anti-democratic. 
Workers should be allowed to voice their dis- 
pleasure through strikes or lockouts. The Tories 
are just trying to make teachers look lazy and 
greedy, even though Ernie Eves insists that his 
government has treated teachers with nothing but 
respect for the last two years. Yeah right. 


On Taxes: They will cut corporate taxes by 
10% for 2004; reduce small business taxes to 5% 
and cut employer tax rates by 10%. Implement a 
tax credit for private school tuition and complete 
the 20% cut to income tax. 

Comments: The rich get richer, and the poor 
get poorer. And those in the middle eventually get 
poorer too. 


The Liberals 

On Health Care: They will make a two-tiered 
health care system illegal (“Commitment to 
Medicare Act”), ban ER closures, open 1600 new 
beds, hire 8000 nurses with 70% working full-time. 
Guarantee multi-year funding for hospitals, and 
make medical tuition more affordable. 

Comments: The banning of a two-tiered system 
is what separates the Liberals (and NDP) from the 
PC. We want a Canadian health care system, not 


an American one. But like a lot of things in the 
Liberal platform, the policies sound great, but are 
also very vague and don’t tell us how much things 
will cost. 


On Education: They will make a max capac- 
ity of 20 students for all classes between JK and 
Grade 3, immediately stop the closures of rural 
schools, raise the legal drop out age to 18, imme- 
diately freeze college and university tuition for 2 
years, provide tuition waivers for the most needy 
10% of students, and create room for 50 000 more 
students over the next 5 years 

Comments: Education is the core of the Liberal 
platform. They not only focus on early learning, but 
also try and make post-secondary education more 
affordable for those less well off. 


On Taxes: McGuinty has been quoted in his 
campaign ads as saying that he will not raise 
taxes, but he will not lower them either. 

Comments: A somewhat dangerous admission 
because people are lured by tax cuts. This attempt 
at honesty might crumble and eventually backfire 
if they do in fact raise taxes to fund their plans for 
health and education. The Liberals will lose their 
last bit of credibility if this happens. 


The NDP 

On Health Care: They will stop the privatization 
of all health services, and the private partnerships 
used to build hospitals. Create 100 new commu- 
nity health centers, allowing qualified physicians 
from other countries to gain accreditation more 
easily. Create a Patient’s Bill of Rights and employ 
a Health Care Standards Commissioner to ensure 
that health money is spent on patients. 

Comments: Public power is the motto of the 
NDP and their focus with health care is to keep 
it in public hands, meaning it will be entirely paid 
for by public tax money. The question always rises 
with the NDP: how high are taxes going to be in 
order to implement all of their plans? 


Steve Gilchrist Skips A Beat 


Scarborough East MPP Mistakes UTSC For York 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 


During the SCSU forum, current MPP for 
Scarborough East, Steve Gilchrist (PC), remarked that 
Ontario Universities handled the double-cohort “without 
skipping a beat.” Up to that point Gilchrist had basically 
taken control of the crowd. Through charisma and supe- 
rior oratory skills Gilchrist managed to present himself 
as a focused politician, passionate about his party and 
the future. Mary-Anne Chambers (L) seemed nervous 
and seemed to focus on her past at UTSC to sway the 
audience in her favour. Gary Dale (NDP) was certainly 
sure of himself and raised a number of important issues, 
but spent too much time making clever insults about his 
opponents to seem likeable. __ 

Gilchrist on the other hand handled himself really 


well, focussing on the idea that the major newspapers — 


(particularly the Toronto Star) had failed to report all 
the good things accomplished by the PC party in the 
last eight years (I’m not even going to touch that one). 
However after he made his double-cohort remark he 
was answered with a chorus of boos from the crowd. 
During the question period, | told Gilchrist that | didn’t 


see UTSC handling the double-cohort without skipping 
a beat. | said that | saw a school where students are 
sitting in the aisles during lectures and not even have 
enough time to buy Aramark’s high-fat overpriced food 
during breaks. | asked him how he could sit there and 
look these students in the eye and make that claim. 

Gilchrist responded by “reminding” me that the PC 
party wasn’t at fault for the double-cohort since the deci- 
sion to get rid of Grade 13 was made back in the early 
eighties. He also mentioned that through his visits to 
different campuses (such as York University) he’d seen 
some great work dealing with the problem. 

Since no one got to make a retort | was unable to 
point out to Gilchrist that this isn’t York University, this 
is the campus in his riding. Nor was | interested in the 
origin of the problem (something of which | was already 
aware of), | simply wanted to know why he made that 
statement. But as any calculating politician, he beauti- 


fully sidestepped the question. | can see why he got 


elected twice, he certainly knows how to play the game. 
It wouldn’t surprise me if, in the future, Gilchrist moved 


On Education: They will immediately add $2 
million to spending on public education, and pro- 
vide $50 million to keep rural schools open. Offer 
full day JK and SK, and provide every school with 
a principal, librarian, and phys-ed teacher in every 
school. Create an “Education Charter of Rights.” 

Comments: Every school I’ve ever heard of 
had a principal and at least one person who taught 
phys-ed. And why stop at phys-ed? Aren’t music 
and drama and math important? | still don’t under- 
stand the Liberal and NDP obsession with JK and 
“early” learning years. | don’t remember a single 
thing | learned when | was 5. Aren’t later years 
just as important as JK? And the creation of any 
sort of Charter document (whether for education 
or health care) somehow always ends up costing 
taxpayers millions of dollars. 


On Taxes: They will add two new tax brack- 
ets: one for those earning between $100 000 
- $150 000, and one for those earning more than 
$150 000 a year. This money will be used to help 
finance education. They will raise corporate taxes 
to the rates that were present 8 years ago. 

Comments: No mention of tax cuts for the 
poor? At least the NDP would make the rich pay 
something. 


Tomorrow is not just another day; tomorrow is 
a day of great possibilities. Tomorrow we all have 
the power to incite change, or preserve the cur- 
rent order. Tomorrow is Election Day and | urge 
all of you - don’t let it pass without making your 
voice heard. Tomorrow when the polls close, know 
that you’ve made a difference. Choose change, 
choose public power, choose the Tories if you 
have to, but remember that the road ahead is full 
of tough choices. Make the right choice tomorrow. 
Choose to vote (and save the puppies from evil 
Ernie, who’s actually an evil puppy-eating ana- 
conda from the Amazon). 


up the party ranks beyond his MMP position. 

However | want to make something clear. I’m not 
trying to tell you not to vote PC if that’s what you want. 
All I'm saying is that Steve Gilchrist doesn't seem like a 
politician who likes to take student concerns seriously, 
and perhaps he shouldn't be the MPP for Scarborough 
East. ( 
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Where’s Johnny 
and Amy? 


Throughout the years many of UTSC’s students have used 
the study cubicles as havens to expand their knowledge, meeting 
places to catch up on hot gossip, and as their own personal mes- 
sage board. 

One day, as | was trying to comprehend one of the many text- 
books that | lug around, | was distracted by the vandalism on the 
desk. Like anyone, | decided to read the message that defaced the 
desk. | expected the usual- “Johnny loves Amy” or “for a good time 
call...” but to my surprise | was shocked at the filth that stained 
these so-called areas for study. Racist remarks, death wishes, 
insults, and crudeness filled the tiny wooden square that we use 
as a place to create our best. 

Although the desk was filled with negative responses, one 
remark was actually positive; a person simply pleading for people 
to stop the hostility. It astounds me how intelligent scholars at 
UTSC can also be so ignorant. UTSC is a place where great minds 
meet, those who decide to share their obscenities with others by 
vandalising school property should really consider if they are in the 
right place. It's really disgusting to have hate stare you in the face 
while trying to study. This garbage must stop! Increase the peace. 
Next time, if you can’t control your vandalism habit, please write 
something on a positive note. Something like “have a great day” or 


Jeannette Rabito 


how “Johnny still loves Amy.” 


First Impressions 


John Kieffer 


Being the first week, of the first year following the 
double cohort (and the first time Scarborough campus 
has been this full), | have only three words to describe 
the beginning of this year - packed, packed and, yes, 
you guessed it, packed. 

Each and every way you turn, there is someone 
ready to spill their coffee on you or stick you with a 
protruding binder from their backpacks. !'m still sur- 
prised no one has been reported paralyzed from an 
alleged pen-in-the-spine stabbing. Half of my classes 
are currently breaking the fire code as they are seating 
students in the aisles; resulting in the pressure of some- 
one being directly to each side, in front and behind you. 
| must admit that the ongoing touch of phlegm-saturated 
breath wheezing down the back of my neck is beginning 
to annoy me. 

Most students are courteous and don't, in the rush- 
rush of their busy schedules, push you down the halls 
to be trampled by the proverbial swarm of mannered 
cows being fed through a slaughterhouse. But manners 
are not nearly enough to ward off the ever nearing feel- 
ing of claustrophobia. 

When you think about it, we are totally surrounded, 
trees all around sealing us in the already sealed 
campus buildings. The only way to escape this (well for 
me anyway) is to ride on the subway for an hour until 
you poke you head out into the hazy light of downtown. 
There, instead of being surrounded by your peers, you 
are surrounded by an assortment of drug addicts and 
bums who too often use the phase golden showers as a 
term of endearment. 

If that wasn’t enough, everything on campus, if not 
in life as well, is waiting. Wait for your coffee, wait for 
your OSAP, wait to pay $356 for parking, wait for the 
privilege of learning, wait in line at the book store for 
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an hour to find out that the only books you need are 
sold out, that it was impossible for you to have known 
this beforehand, and finally, to not even know when the 
books will be restocked. 

| can’t feel sorry for just us common folk who are 
forced to line up for everything. What about those 
cashiers and service people that you so blatantly dis- 
pose all of your frustrations on? 

Sure they are being paid to do it. But | wouldn't let 
anyone pay me to stand there all day, scanning books, 
touching dirty money, and trying to explain to someone 
for half an hour why they can’t exchange a book that 
has been stained with blood from their most recent gang 
war. 

| guess so far everyone’s been keeping their cool 
and just trying to let things calmly roll off their backs. But 
eventually you'll hear about crazy old Fred or Susan 
who, in the simple procedure of being let one-by-one 
into the book store, took a swing at the security guard 
sitting at the door or kicked in a locker and jammed their 
books into the hole on the second floor after being told 
it was a locker in the basement. 

Something or someone will eventually give into the 
pressure, unless all this chaos soon ends. Just hope to 
God that all those you know who are going to flunk out 
eventually anyway just quit and go home now, because 
that would make campus a little more hospitable. Now 
I’m not assigning blame to the downpour of students 
due to the double cohort (being a recent high school 
graduate myself that may construe me as somewhat 
hypocritical). But shouldn’t such a prestigious branch 
of the University of Toronto have been a little more pre- 
pared for the influx of students? Apparently not, just go 
downtown and take a look at St. George. 


Weekly Haiku 
by Sachin Hingoo 


This is a haiku 
Dealing with jimmy-hat use. 
Use a condom, jerks. 
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“Romance is a ticket to Paradise” 


Christine Karen Yoo 


So, this week’s issue is about sex, however you and 
| both know that the issue everyday is sex, isn’t it? As 
a friend of mine so aptly put it: “love is just a hormone 
to reproduce...” (which is arguable in my eyes). It's 
everywhere, in the media... in late night telephone con- 
versations with that certain somebody. Even intellectual 
conversations can be seen as mind-screwing....sorry, 
but it’s true, and I’m not a tainted sex-fiend when | say 
this. | swear. It’s in the garbage cans on the street (old 
and tattered magazines - you know the kind I’m talking 
about) and in university lectures as well. Just to relate 
this to my scholastic life here at Scarborough Campus, 
in my cinema class this semester we’ve been looking 
at a film dated back to 1919 by D.W. Griffith entitled 
Broken Blossoms where the issue of sexual dominance 
plays over this fragile and distraught young girl named 
Lucy. She is in a tug of war between a brute (her father!) 
and a genteel loner type (the yellow man- which may | 
add isn’t really yellow). We are studying it, and using 
our critical analytical skills to assess where Lucy stands 
in this film, but it’s quite apparent that she’s not really 
standing, if you know what | mean.... 

| Know what you're thinking...what’s this girl’s point, 
right? Well, this is meant to be an informative and handy 
tool for those of you that actually want to get some- 
where with that special someone this week. This piece 
is mainly for the men out there from us women that are 
secretly yearnin’ for some Real Good Lovin’....so are 
you ready to dive in boys? 

They say that the media has a LOT of influence on 
society today and | believe that this statement bears a 
lot of truth. We tend to look at this comment in such a 
negative light, but we have to stop and ask ourselves 
what are people really searching for in life, aside from 
their weekly sit down with their favourite television 
show? Let's go left field for a moment: a good friend of 
mine ditched me one night, we were supposed to go see 
a concert, and went home to watch Temptation Island. | 
was appalled, cause | think that show is the equivalent 
to the weekly Friday morning pick up (no offence to 
those of you who enjoy and watch this religiously). But 
with deeper introspection I’ve come to the observation 
that it’s not the sleaze factor that she watches for, but 
because there’s a deeper yearning that’s brewing within 
her to live vicariously through these people. Maybe, no 
probably, the parts where they're flirting and screwing 
around, but more so the intimacy that two people gen- 
erate while alone together, even if they're cheating on 
their significant other. Okay, that last part made me feel 
a little uneasy to write. 

In saying all of this (yes, long-windedness can be 
seen as a curse), why not take what life has placed 


in our hands (rather than what’s on in our television 
sets) and make the best, or most out of our romantic 
situations. Why not learn the slick and sexy moves 
through modern cinema, no? | must clarify that this 
article is geared to encourage and help those who are: 
1. Too shy to do a damn thing with their partners and 
2. Those who have admitted to sleaziness and have 
lost that ability to be endearing and sincere about their 
affections towards their partners. Mostly for the latter 
demographic though. Yes, two totally different ends of 
the spectrum, but we meet up with a lovely and healthy 
balance in the end. 

I've compiled a list of films that are to serve as 
guidelines to help you, and what better way to learn 
than to see millionaire actors in action? Why not let the 
cinema do the talking... 


Films to help: 

Untamed Heart 

When a Man Loves a Woman 
The Wedding Singer 


Films that hinder: 

Fear 

9% weeks 

The Virgin Suicides (the title says it all) 


I’m sure you are all thinking of other movies that | 
could've compiled on these lists and that’s great! You’re 
now thinking creatively for yourselves and your love 
lives! Way to go! 

The main gist of this and the message to all you 
hormonal university boys is this: mechanical animal sex 
- you know the kind I’m talking about “same time, same 
place/next week sweetheart” that ‘thrust for life’ kind of 
sex mentality. That lack of romance and real intimacy 
is a trend of old and we are now bringing in the new: 
real intimacy and real love? (the crowd gasps!) I’m so 
sick and tired of hearing countless guys (present read- 
ers excluded) talk about giving it to a girl hard and all 
that other nonsensical b.s. Just that degradation of the 
female race (for an example of this just turn onto reality 
TV.) which makes me feel like our race/voice is slowly 
disappearing. It’s insidious and has got to be exposed 
for what it really is. The sad thing is that these types 
of females, that keep lowering the bar for the rest of us, 
are growing in numbers. Yes, |’m ranting. 

All that gritty, down and dirty stuff is good every now 
and then, don’t get me wrong...however, it’s more about 
connecting. Being, at least I'd like to believe, an open, 
honest, no-nonsense and adventurous young woman of 
the new millennium I'd like to introduce a shift in gears 


here in the relationship department. Ha ha, | actually 
just looked up the word ‘relationship’ in the Webster’s 
New World Dictionary and in one of the definitions, 
repeated twice was the word ‘connection.’ “Connection 
as in thought, meaning, etc.” See, I’m literally on track 
here guys, the dictionary even says so! 

As a representative/spokesmodel for young women 
everywhere | have to tell you that sex isn’t everything. 
In relation to the entire institution? Of a relationship, the 
hot and heavy sessions are pretty trivial in comparison 
to the actual bonding/companionship of a happy union 
between two lovers. ' 

However...if you’re the uncreative/emotionless type, 
but would like to feel some emotion and give some back 
do the following this week and your weekend will be one 
that you may never forget: 


1. Watch these, or your own compiled mental list, 
of films to get some great ideas/encouragement to take 
that heartfelt plunge. 

2. Don't panic. The last thing the girl needs is for 
you to be super serious about it all...that takes away 
from the fun and laughing at yourself part of it. Watch 
‘Say Anything’ with John Cusak. It's obvious that he 
wasn't Mr. Slick Rick in the film, but he got the job 
done in a way that made every girl’s heart melt. Note: 
remember the Peter Gabriel radio part? I’m slipping 
down off my seat here girls! 

3. Watch these films and get creative on your own. 
You know your woman, you know what makes her tick 
to the tock... and these don’t just go for guys, us girls 
gotta start making our brains swirl with ideas as well. 
Okay okay, if handcuffs and feathers are the ties that 
bind the both of you (literally and figuratively) then I’m 
not objecting to it.... different strokes, right? 

4. Know that whatever happens in the end, it’s fora 
reason. So, anything you do with your partner will be a 
good choice in the end. 

5. Last one, and this is stretching it a bit, so this is 
completely optional: girls are communicators, they love 
the talky talk talk, they are lovers of words, so whip out 
your romantic vocabulary and give her a verbal lickin’. 
However, this is totally crucial when | say that this can’t 
be talk that doesn’t come from the heart. No Backstreet 
Boys bullshit now. These words should be honest, 
sincere and truthful. If you don’t mean it, but want to 
say it... don’t say it! And Girls, tell your man how much 
you appreciate him and thank him for things. Guys don’t 
have to do things for you just cause “they're the guy.” 

6. Good Luck everyone! | want reports from all 
yvall.... 
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SCSU Forum Puts Scarborough 
East Candidates in the Hot Seat 


Vanessa Larkey 


The rain poured relentlessly on Monday, September 22, which may have 
explained the lack of attendance at the SCSU’s candidate's forum- although the 
event was not well publicized either. The event was to give the Scarborough East 
riding candidates a chance to show the community what their party is willing to 
do for the neighborhood, as well as highlight the inconsistencies in one another's 
platforms. 

The event was to officially begin at 6:00 pm, but by 6:05 pm the crowd con- 
sisted of a few random students and a couple of middle-aged members of the 
Scarborough East community. Some were disappointed to see the lack of stu- 
dents in attendance, especially considering tuition and the double cohort were 
two major topics of the debate and these issues concern everyone at UTSC. 
Nevertheless, a few more bodies showed up and by 6:15; with a little less than 
half of the seats in the Meeting Place filled, the debate got underway. 

The structure of the event went as follows - the candidates were to intro- 
duce themselves and their platforms. Following the introductions, four rounds of 
questions posed by the SCSU were asked and answered by each of the parties 
represented. The candidates completed the formal component of the debate with 
their concluding address to the public. At this point the Green Party, which was 
not represented in the debate, was then allowed to lead a question and answer 
session. 

The candidates that participated in the debate were all from the Scarborough 
East riding. The Liberal candidate is Mary Anne Chambers; Steve Gilchrist repre- 
sents the Conservatives; and Gary Dale is from the NDP. 

Mary Anne Chambers is a familiar face to many at UTSC. She is an alum- 
nus, and was featured as one of UTSC’s “Great Minds.” From 1993-2002 she 
served as a Governor at U of T. During her opening statement and throughout 
the night, Chambers stressed that she would be held accountable for her parties’ 
actions. It seemed she was alluding to the fact Gilchrist, who is the current MPP 
in Scarborough East, had not been taking note or addressing the concerns of the 
public and the riding. 

Chambers brought up a specific case concerning a nursing home located 
in Guildwood, a community that is five minutes away from UTSC. Chambers 
claimed that she went to the nursing home, talked to the personnel there who 
then declared they had not seen Gilchrist in ages. Gilchrist, however, caught 
Chambers in somewhat of a bluff and argued that he was at the nursing home a 
few days prior to the forum. He then insisted on a written apology from Chambers. 
An employee from Extended Care has since confirmed Gilchrist’s appearance at 
the nursing home. 

The Liberals platform includes a tuition freeze, cancellation of the $3.2 billion 
corporate tax rebate, and doubling the amount of money the province spends on 
transit. 

Steve Gilchrist, who has served as MPP for the past eight years in the 
Scarborough East riding took a self-proclaimed “optimistic” approach to the 
debate and the election. He claimed he was the only candidate pleased that an 
election is currently underway, and that he is fully confident in his party's plat- 
form and their objectives. He stated that since his party has been in power the 
crime rate has reduced 35% and educational spending has increased. He also 
stated numerous times that if his party were not elected for a third term Ontario’s 
prosperity would diminish. Gilchrist also boasted that his government would put 
another 2.6 billion into Ontario's universities to create 135, 000 new places for 
students. 

NDP hopeful Gary Dale began his opening statement with the hard-hitting 
line, “Benjamin Disraeli once said that there are lies, damn lies, and then there 
are statistics. Well Benjamin has not met Steve Gilchrist.” Dale then went on to 
slam the Conservatives on their recent claims that they had increased educa- 
tional spending tremendously. Dale reminded everyone that the PC’s passed 
Bill 160 some years ago, resulting in the province carrying much of the respon- 
sibility of paying for education. Before the Bill was passed, local property taxes 
helped fund the school system; therefore, the Tories had no choice but to greatly 
increase their educational spending. Dale claimed that if his party were elected 
into government, they would reduce tuition by 10% and immediately raise the 
minimum wage to eight dollars an hour. By increasing corporation's taxes, the 
NDP would be able to accomplish these goals. 

The forum lasted until 8:45 pm with the members of the audience being 
quite vocal in expressing their concerns about the election and the community. 
Throughout the debate, all candidates stressed the fact that a democracy can 
only work if the electorate is well informed. They all encouraged the audience 
to check their statements and claims, and make an enlightened decision while 
casting their ballots. The election is October 2, and to register go to www.electio 
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A Few More Things You 
Should Know About 


Campus Police 
Putting The Pieces Together 


John Loerchner 
Art Director 


| originally had intentions of writing a follow up article to “A Few Things You 
Should Know About Campus Police.” | was going to outline the process that | went 
through in order to appeal my ban and end with a positive note encouraging people 
to fight the system by using the system. That article will never be written. Over the 
past week | have been exposed to several facts | was completely unaware of, chang- 
ing my voice from that of a furious victim to a spokesman for the student body. 

My ban was successfully appealed through Jim Dunson, the Manager of Student 
Housing and residence Life on September 22 2003. My meeting with Jim was thor- 
ough and pertinent. We went over my side of the story and we went over the Police 
Services report. In this short meeting, Jim reviewed every side and decided that my 
ban should not have been put in place and removed it. Three glaring errors on the 
part of the Campus Police Services were revealed to me. 


1)According to the Police report my offence that evening had been prop- 
ping doors in the 4" phase building open. 

Jim and | decided that this simply did not occur. | was there for legitimate reasons 
and had no reason to prop doors open when | was with a resident and the front door 
was already open. The disturbing issue here is not the offence itself; security is an 
important factor on campus and doors should not be propped open. The fact that | 
was falsely accused and specifically named, although unnerving, is not the issue. The 
fundamental problem with this situation is that | was never informed that this was my 
supposed offence. | was simply being punished without being told why. Punishment 
without reason does not solve any problems. It simply creates anger, fear, and wrath 
in the punished and no lesson is learned as no lesson is being taught. 


2) Jim Dunson stated that the R.A.’s were not officially involved in the 
approval or processing of this ban. 

Once again it is not really important that the R.A.’s are left out of a decision such 
as this. The disturbing fact is that | was misled to believe that the R.A.’s actually had 
some legislative power in this decision. | believed that they had irresponsibly agreed 
to pass this ban without looking into the facts. In reality, they were probably simply 
asked if they thought the ban should stick (if that). The truth was once again being 
twisted and | sincerely believe that “the buck was being passed.” This cannot happen 
in a police station. Officers of the law, as civil servants, are as accountable to their 
actions as any member of our municipal, provincial, or federal government. 


3) My ban was only for the Phase 4 building; however, | was always told 
that | was banned from residence. 

This problem speaks for itself. My punishment was not explained to me properly 
and | spent the first 20 days of school staying off of the entire residence. This is 
another case where necessary facts were not given to me and as a result, my pun- 
ishment was implied to be greater than it actually was. 


The Police officer had full rights and reason to approach me (it was 5:30 and | 
was walking around a lot); but it should have ended there. A ten minute conversation 
was all that was necessary. How is it that so many detrimental communication errors 
could be made in such a simple case? If such a small offence can be handled so 
poorly can we really trust these officers to help us? To protect us? Isn't it about time 
those who abuse and disrespect their power had it taken away? 

Mr. Darcy Griffith, there are too many questions to be answered here. These 
errors cannot be brushed under the mats. It is not fair to the student body, to the sur- 
rounding city or to the sovereignty of our nation to allow inadequacies of this nature 
to fester in our judicial system. 

These questions need answers Mr. Griffith, and I’m sure the Underground would 
be happy to print them. The students need change; and we know it. 


TTT 


http://www. utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 


- Feature 


The Underground 


Are you tired of posting ads on the board: 
only to have them ripped down? 


———— 


Are you sick of searching though a mess ¢ 
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Got Kink? 


S.M. 


Kink. 

How should | put it? Should | even 
put it here? Isn’t that a taboo subject? 
Perhaps you wouldn't want to know? 

Everyone gets turned on by some- 
thing - the little nibble on the ear that he 
does, that specific outfit that she wears. 
How different is that from getting turned 
on by tying someone up, whipping some- 
one or by getting whipped? 

| recently moved to Vancouver for 
a job and out of general curiosity, got 
introduced to the sub-culture of BDSM 
(bondage and discipline, dominance and 
submission, S&M). If | were to take how 
relatively easy it was to jump into the 
scene as a form of evidence, | can’t help 
but come to the conclusion that BDSM 
is not as taboo as it once was and that 
if you have the initiative and willingness 
to learn, you can easily appease your 
curiousity. 

So, there | was on a Friday night, 
knocking on a glass door covered by 
black curtains, coming directly from work 
and not really sure what to expect from a 
“play party” (public sessions of BDSM). 
Once inside, | was immediately greeted 
and introduced to people in all sorts of 
PVC and leather outfits. What else can | 
do but ask a lot of questions? 

My first “tour guide” was a sub named 
Peter. He explained the various uses of 
the chains around his neck, wrists and 
ankles as well as how the “stations” 
in the area were used. From a pair of 


huge logs in the shape of a cross where 
a sub’s hands (and feet) can be tied in 
spread-eagle fashion, to a block of wood 
where someone can bend over comfort- 
ably and have their ass literally spanked. 

There was also Reive who explained 
the various forms of consent needed for 
a public play party. How to approach 
someone you want to play with, precau- 
tions used - from safe-words to the pres- 
ence of monitors, as well as the various 
uses of toys (i.e. whips, floggers, etc) 
and how to take care/clean them. 

That night, | simply observed and | 
think | learned a lot from talking to people 
who had enough knowledge and experi- 
ence (which went a long way in making 
me feel comfortable and safe!). 

But even mainstream movies are 
tackling this once unmentionable sub- 
ject. Take for example the recent movie 
by Steven Shainberg, Secretary, that’s 
fully accessible and available at local 
video stores. The movie displays the 
complicated dynamics in a dominant 
and submissive relationship. | stress the 
word relationship because that’s what 
the movie is about - exploring how two 
people formed a relationship through an 
unconventional approach. — 

Whether you're comfortable with 
the idea or not, there are people who 
can only express themselves sexually 
through BDSM. And _ there’s nothing 
wrong with it. But like LGBTQs, they 
need groups and communities who will 
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accept and support them as well as edu- 
cate the general community. 

For instance, the Vancouver based 
BDSM group BIO (short for By Invitation 
Only -  http://Awww.vancouverdungeon 
.com) provides support and creates a 
community/network for those into BDSM. 
Co-founder Reive Doig organizes 
events from ‘play parties’ to workshops 
on branding, master-slave relationship 
(once bringing in the 2003 Master Slave 
champions in order to discuss the life- 
style of a 24-7 relationship, master and 
slave 24 hrs/7days a week) and yes, 
even bowling nights. 

In order to get a more in-depth view 
of the BDSM community, it seems logical 
to interview Reive Doig. So | hope you 
find the following excerpts informative 
and educational to a sub-culture that has 
often been portrayed as a “perversion” 
by the general public, and sometimes, 
even by the medical field. 


What was/is BIO’s purpose? 

BIO’s purpose was initially to provide 
a regular party for those interested in 
BDSM to come out and engage in BDSM 
play. But after about four months, as we 
saw more and more new people, often 
young people, come out we realized that 
there was also a need to educate these 
people about how to play safely, about 
how to improve and diversify there play. 
So now education, providing a positive 
play environment and community build- 
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ing are BIO’s purposes. 


What kind of support is there for 
the BDSM community from the gen- 
eral community? 

| wouldn't say that there’s support 
from the general community, at least 
not as a whole. There are certainly 
open minded individuals who feel that 
what people choose to do privately and 
consensually is their own business. 
We've also seen improvements as the 
psychiatric field has come to recognize 
that interest in SM is not a mental ill- 
ness; as police in some cities have come 
to understand that SM and abuse are 
not the same thing; and as the popular 
media picks up on SM imagery and 
story lines, we’ve started to see greater 
acceptance from much of the general 
public. Still, there’s no end of people 
who see us as “freaks” or “deviants,” and 
that’s something we're going to be work- 
ing a long while to change. 


Recent trends and concerns that 
you’ve seen in the BDSM community. 

| can only speak for the BDSM 
community here in Vancouver. The big- 
gest trend I’ve seen is that more young 
people are getting involved in the scene, 
and that less and less often is that 
because it’s “trendy” or a phase they’re 
going through. The internet has made 
it possible for people to find out about 
SM from the privacy of their own home; 


they've got an opportunity to whet their 
appetite for interests they've had but 
were afraid to talk about and explore. 
From there it’s only a short jump to their 
first public event - be it a fetish night, a 
play party, or simply stopping by a dis- 
cussion group in a local restaurant. 

Concerns? Not many with regards 
to the “community.” My biggest concern 
is always those people who jump into 
this, don’t find the community, don’t go 
about getting educated as to how to play 
safely, and then present themselves as 
experienced to someone else new. SM 
should be conducted safely, sanely and 
consensually - and if you don’t know how 
to do certain activities, such as breath 
play, properly - well, that’s certainly risk 
at best. 


What advice would you give to 
people who hasn’t “come out” yet and 
would like to? 

Don't be afraid, and don’t ever, be 
ashamed. Head out to an event, a play 
party or a fetish night, and check it out. 
Ideally, try to make contact with a respon- 
sible group you know of in your area and 
let them know you'll be going to an event 
and that you’re new. Ask them if they 
can show you some friendly faces. They 
almost certainly will. 


What is your outlook on kink? 
It's a part of who | am. For me, and | 


believe many others, it’s not something 
we choose to be - I’ve got no more 
control over the fact that I’m kinky than 
| do over the fact that I’ve got white skin 
and gray eyes. Where | do get to have 
a choice is with what | do with that inter- 
est. 


What do you think of the younger 
generation of fetish people? Do you 
think there’s an influx in numbers? 
Why/why not and the factors that you 
think contribute to it. 

There's definitely been an influx of 
numbers, and that’s a good thing. One 
of the largest factors that has influenced 
that has been the internet. There’s a 
readily available wealth of information 
about BDSM on the web, and it’s also 
made it easier for people in this commu- 
nity (as in any minority community that 
isn't readily visible) to be in touch with 
one another. BIO has an emailing list of 
over 800 people - we couldn’t possibly 
bear the expense of contacting all those 
people by mail, and imagine the time 
necessary to reach them all by phone 
- assuming you could even build such 
a list. But via email we can send them a 
newsletter every month and reminders 
about events, and the only thing it costs 
us is the time it takes to prepare them. 

And of course as more people gain 
information about SM over the internet, 
the idea of it becomes more acceptable 
- whether on a personal level for them or 
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just on an acceptance one. 


Would you consider BDSM as a 
culture or sub-culture? 

Is BDSM a culture in itself? No. Is 
it a sub culture? Most definitely yes. 
Webster’s defines a subculture as: an 
ethnic, regional, economic, or social 
group exhibiting characteristic patterns 
of behavior sufficient to distinguish it 
from others within an embracing culture 
or society. 

As much as our “different behaviors,” 
| think the fact that we come together 
as a community to learn and play and 
socialize, and the different relationship 
dynamics we bring to all of those activi- 
ties, justify defining us as a subculture. 


| hope this article has helped to widen 
your awareness of BDSM and question 
the stereotypical images it elicits. But 
most of all, | hope that if you have some 
sort of interest in this sub-culture, you 
won't hesitate to look for ways to appease 
that curiosity. Just make sure that you 
feel safe and comfortable with the people 
you are learning from and that they are 
in fact knowledgeable. Like any rela- 
tionship - sexual or not - trust is a major 
factor. And trust the advice | was given, 
(1) if you run into someone who believes 
they know everything about BDSM, bells 
should start ringing.and (2) read, read, 
read - articles and books abound online 
and even in the local Chapters. You can 
never be too informed. 
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Psychobabble, Social 
Perspective and Body Stuffing 


Group: Theatre Sans Frontieres 

Show: Deep Freud Chicken 

Style: Grotesque & Bouffon 

Cast: Luke Kernaghan & Peter 
Bramley (London, UK), Ann- 
Marie Kerr, Natalie Breton & 
Anthony Black (Toronto). 


Drama Society hosts 
some good old fluffy 
surreal absurdity 


Keith ‘The Yellow Dart’ 
Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


This past Sunday the UTSC Drama Society hosted 
a group of five actors, a mixed group of British and 
local talents, as they presented their developing theatre 
project, Deep Freud Chicken, to an intimate audience in 
the Leigha Lee Brown Theatre. The group, which calls 
itself Theatre Sans Frontieres, has been developing this 
project as an experiment in the grotesque and buffoon 
styles of theatre and the result is a show as bizarrely 
surreal as it is entertaining. 

They begin by explaining the difference between the 
comedic-style of the buffoon as compared to that of the 
traditional clown. Where it is the role of the clown to 
work alone and with a crowd and to attempt to entertain 
an audience, the buffoon needs a group to perform, 
attempting to create their performance by entertaining 
one another. The result is a show that clearly presents 
its development through improvisation and the interac- 
tion between actors. Dressed in heavily stuffed white 
jump suits, the buffoons appear as bloated, distorted 
figures that might be found in a dream inspired by David 
Lynch. The buffoons jest about in scenarios made to 
challenge and possibly offend the audience, prodding 
the viewer’s sense of reserved modesty while at the 
same time always trying to entertain their fellow per- 
formers. 

Admittedly, this description doesn’t give a very clear 
picture of just how Deep Freud Chicken plays out, but 
let me assure you it is more than just an aimless melee 
of grotesquery. Theatre Sans Frontieres have created 


a lavishly low-budget presentation of unconventional 
and hilarious scenes filled with innovative uses of 
lights, costumes and music. Often the audience will 
be so struck by the creative props used in a scene 
that the humour of the scene depicted will sneak up 
in a pleasantly subtle manner. The scenes vary from 
the absurd antics of a psychology professor’s skydiving 
daughter to a culturally alarming cooking show with its 
frighteningly realistic host. Often the disturbing nature 
of the buffoons performance is a result of how much 
their interactions will remind the viewer of real life and 
just how hard those distorted reflections will make one 
laugh. But the best part about Theatre Sans Frontiers is 
that nothing is taken too seriously because, as the float- 
ing Freud-spouting cloud of fluff states in the beginning, 
sometimes a cigar is just a cigar. 

After this, its first stage show, Deep Freud Chicken 
will be entering another few months of development. 
The creative process is an interesting mix of writing a 
script and then throwing it out and letting scenes create 
themselves, but however the project grows from this 
point on it will surely have changed significantly by the 
time it shows again, probably sometime early next year. 
Nobody should be too scared to go see Deep Freud 
Chicken and find out what these five actors have been 
spawning amongst themselves. Some of it might be 
disturbing, some of it may be baffling, some of it might 
be challenging, but it was all good fun. 
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HIS SPIRIT LIVES ON 


An evening to support the launch of an Aboriginal 
youth education fund in memory of 


puDLEY GEORG, 


Featuring: > 


BUFFY SAINTE-MARIE 


MOLLY JOHNSON 

MC: Actress Tantoo Cardinal 
With Guests: 

juno Award Winner Derek;Miller 
Comedian Charlie Hill 

Guitar Ace Don Ross 

A Cappella Singers Ulali 

The Old Mush Singers 


FRIDAY 
OCT. 10, 2003 
7:30 PM 


MASSEY HALL 4 
SHUTER & VICTORIA STi 


JACK BI \ 5 Tickets $18.50 


ORS - K : Available at: 
Toronto Women’s Bookstore 
Native Canadian Centre of Toronto 
Roy Thomson Hall Box Office ; 
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For more info call: 416-537-6100 ext. 53 


www.whokilleddudleygeorge.com 


*Not valid with any other offer. At participating McDonald's Restaurants in Ontario. Offers at participating Restaurants may vary from those shown, 


Playing your favourites, every day of the week. 
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A Fantastic 
Re-creation: 


Reservoir Dogs Live 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 


In a cold warehouse at Dufferin and Queen, | sat 
for two hours digesting the Reservoir Dogs Live show. 
It's been a struggle for the creators of the show, since 
Quentin Tarantino insisted that the production must be 
exactly like the film. 

The seats were set up in amphitheatre formation, 
and the set was made up of displaced rooms and props 
that were strewn about the space. A bathroom almost 
hung in midair, an Oldsmobile convertible stood at one 
side, while a comfortable office setting lingered on the 
other. In the centre was a large screen that showed pre- 
recorded scenes that take place outside the warehouse, 
or in transit. 

The acting was superb, each performer mastering 
the often frantic dialogue that characterizes the film. 
Cold, hard, yet sensitive and sad, this talented cast truly 
made the film three-dimensional. For anyone who’s 
already a fan of the film (there’s no point going to see 
this if you’ve never seen it), then this will be a culmi- 
nation of your deranged fantasies. It turns classic film 
characters into something more tangible. As an experi- 
ment in theatre, the show is a success. But the show 
itself brings nothing more. Through wonderful technical 
direction, and a dynamite cast, Reservoir Dogs Live is a 
fantastic recreation, but nothing more. 

Reservoir Dogs Live runs until October 4th. 


www.reservoirdogslive.com 
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Underworld: A Trip To 
Your Local Video Store kevin eighin 


Do you remember watching the Matrix for the first 
time? Remember how cool everyone looked in tight 
leather jumpsuits firing guns and climbing walls? | 
do. All that stylized butt-kicking backed by some 
smooth and innovative camera work fused together 
to make a movie that broke bones, genre boundar- 
ies, and box office records. 

However, like all things great in Hollywood, the 
commercial success of the Matrix must birth a slew of 
copycat flicks. These imposters boil down what was 
once an indescribable mystique into a set of formu- 
laic gimmicks that cash in on the resonance of their 
trendsetter parents. 

Such is the case with Underworld. It is evident 
from the outset of this over bleached, under thought 
‘shoot-em up in slick skivvies’ opus that this movie 
owes its creation not to the fervent imagination of 
moviemakers, but to the fervent greediness of movie 
distributors. The flick simply smatters together a 
bunch of trademark scenes from other better movies 
and ties those scenes up with a perilously weak plot- 
line which leaves the viewer as devoid of satisfaction 
as the movie is of value. 

Yet amidst all the other copycat movies in the 
copycat universe, Underworld still manages to iden- 
tify itself as a particularly bumbling thief of a show. 
Among the stylistic features audaciously and sloppily 
lifted from the Matrix, and the ultra-modern, ultra-hip 
vampire trope stolen from Blade, was a scene lifted 
from T2 which really made my head spin. Remember 
the car chase scene when the T1000 ran after John 


and Arnie and molded his arms into metal hooks? 
That was a great chase scene and people still talk 
about it today. Now, while | expect to see that same 
chase scene over and over again in other movies 
because of the effectiveness it once had in 72, | don’t 
actually expect an effort to incarnate that scene to 
go so far as to break with its own continuity. And 
this is exactly what the makers of Underworld did. 
As if the 72 chase setup was not obvious enough 
to everyone, once the half-human, half-werewolf in 
Underworld actually catches up with the car he’s 
chasing, a jagged metal sword shoots out of his arm 
to facilitate his entry through the body of the car. It 
seems the human/werewolves in Underworld also 
sports a liquid metal exoskeleton. | mean COME 
ON! I’m no expert on werewolves but | don’t think 
they have any business sporting metal appendages 
of any kind. 

Currently, Underworld is the number one film 
playing in Canada, and is ranking highly in the U.S. 
This confirms for me what was made terribly clear by 
the ‘set-up for a sequel’ ending...that there will be an 
Underworld 2 sometime in the near future. To the 
makers of this movie | offer you some advice: Cut 
out the middle man, don’t bother with making the 
movie, just have Kate Beckinsale come and emcee 
a clips show from our favorite action flicks...oh, what 
the hell, give her the jumpsuit while you're at it. But 
whatever you do, please, for god’s sake, put the 
camera down. 


The Rock Rocks The Rundown 


Aldwin Era 


Who knew that baboons had a thing for hunky 
world wrestling federation superstars? Certainly not 
Dwayne Johnson, more notably recognized as the 
body-slamming, “people’s elbow” administering, 
seven time WWE champion The Rock. But despite 
his apparent animal magnetism, primate hard-ons 
are the least of his worries in the latest action-adven- 
ture comedy The Rundown. 

Fed up with a life of perpetual uncertainty and 
danger, pseudo bounty hunter Beck (Johnson) is 
sent by his boss to the lush Brazilian Amazon for one 
final mission. The task, to apprehend and retrieve his 
double dealing smart-aleck of a son Travis (Sean 
William Scott) whose latest venture is the hunt for the 
much coveted gold statuette, e/ gato. Aroutinely easy 
assignment, Beck’s mission is complicated by Senor 
Hatcher (Christopher Walken), the region’s gold- 
mining tyrant and self-professed savior. Upon dis- 
covering that the elusive treasure lay hidden within 
the boundaries of his forest, greed consumes him yet 
again and Hatcher mounts an extensive campaign 
for the duo’s capture. Aided by Mariana (Rosario 
Dawson), local bartender by day and leader of the 
region’s rebellion uprising by night, the trio embarks 
on a quest for the gold statuette, each with personal 
claims at stake. Set amidst the striking foliage of the 
Brazilian Amazon, The Rundown is a cat and mouse 
chase for gold, prestige, and freedom. 

With the recent box-office barrage of flavorless 
flicks, The Rundown delivers the goods theater-goers 
have long been agonizing for. The Rock, having most 
recently starred in the mediocre spring film, The 
Scorpion King, delivers an action-packed, intense, 


and surprisingly witty performance. In fact, it is the 
lethally comedic duo of The Rock and Sean William 
Scott which renders The Rundown a side-splitting 
success. Scott, recognized internationally as the 
wise-cracking “Stifler’ from the American Pie series, 
delivers a brash portrayal of the prestige driven 
Stanford dropout. The duo however simply paints an 
ideal portrait of comedic synergism, from the ambush 
of the horny baboons to the escapades with the hal- 
lucinogenic fruit, the two tear up the screen. With the 
slick and more subversively humourous performance 
delivered by the iconic Christopher Walken, The 
Rundown restores some honour to a genre so vis- 
ibly demolished by box-office tarts such as Charlie’s 
Angels: Full Throttle. 

A slight disclaimer, The Rundown is not a 
showcase of acting prowess by any stretch of the 
imagination (it is not Platoon or Clueless after all). 
Film-goers will be captivated mostly with the tongue- 
in-cheek humour and dynamic fighting sequences 
that remain pertinent to this style genre. Although the 
Matrix-esque slow-motion action sequences have 
been replicated to cinematographic oblivion, they 
still manage to thrill and illuminate the screen. In all, 
The Rundown suffices as ample viewing entertain- 
ment for a Friday evening at the cinemas. To boot, 
if neither the slapstick comedy nor the exhilarating 
action sequences tickle your fancy, the images of 
fully erect pelvic thrusting baboons will have made 
the theatrical experience more than worthwhile. As 
The Rock himself might poignantly quip, “Off to the 
movies then, jabroini” 
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Bowie’s Fiction Is Much Better Than His Reality 


Chris McKinnon 
Associate Editor 


Let me begin by saying that reading this review will 
be a waste of your time. It will be nearly as big a waste 
of time for you as reviewing this album was for me. Now 
we both look like suckers. 

And | should qualify the rest of this review by first 
saying that if anyone but David Bowie had recorded this 
album, | would have been vaguely impressed. Vaguely. 
It's not a terrible album, just a bit mediocre. At this point, 
I’m almost prepared to sit down and pen an appropri- 
ately disgusted letter to Mr. Bowie to let him know how | 
feel. Thank god | didn’t pay for this. 

Now if you've already bought this album, or, as in my 
case, received a complimentary copy, then the damage 
is already done. Time to move on. | have found that it 
is a very solid album to listen to whilst vacuuming one’s 
bedroom. Or possibly while running the dishwasher, or 
some other buzzing, humming appliance, a juicer per- 
haps... The droning helps drown out the weaker tracks, 
without necessarily making it impossible to listen to the 
good stuff. And there is some good stuff. 

Standout tracks: “New Killer Star’; “Never Get Old”: 
“Looking for Water’; “Try Some, Buy Some’. 

In short, this would have been a totally decent EP. 
And let’s face it David, you’re not so hard up for cash 
that you couldn’t get away with producing an EP and 
telling the world that you refuse to compromise the 
artistic integrity of your work. But then, David, you’ve 
never been shy about taking a chance, now have you? 
| think we all remember Hours (1999). Which brings 
about something | would like to note... The first Bowie 
album | ever really bought (my parents used to have 
a bunch of earlier stuff kicking around, and then there 
was the radio) was Earthling (1997). | nearly died. | 


Step In The Right 


Direction 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor In Chief 


loved every second of it, from the nonsense lyrics, to 
Trent Reznor’s tinkering, to Bowie’s metamorphosis 
(again) from rockstar celebrity to alien technobeast- 
turned-rockstar. Here’s a guy whose career as an iconic 
musical artist has spanned five decades. He has every 
right to pretend he’s an alien; he fucking is an alien. The 
experience of being David Bowie is the precise inverse 
of being normal, so let's excuse the man for having 
some social anxiety and paranoia. Besides which, Ziggy 
Stardust is just too cool. 

So Earthling was good. But Hours was unquestion- 
ably bad. Now if I’ve got this right (and | certainly could 
have it wrong, because |’m far too lazy to do any real 
research) Heathen (2002) followed Hours, and Heathen 
was mind-bogglingly good. Now we've got Reality 
(2003), which is bad. Am | making this trend visible? 
Good, bad, good, bad. | have it on good authority that 
the album that preceded Earthling, Outside, was also 
very bad. 

What's maybe a bit more interesting is how the 
albums sound. Earthling was lots of drum-machine 
goodness and distortion, thanks in large to Bowie's 
association with Trent Reznor. Heathen is widely viewed 
as a return to classic Bowie-form. The guitars are there, 
the songwriting is slightly more coherent and the whole 
thing feels like an updated version of what Bowie does 
best: Rock. But sandwiched in-between Earthling’s 
goodness and Heathen’s goodness (very different kinds 
of goodness) is Hours, an album that exists midway 
between goodness and goodness, a space we certainly 
might want to call badness. There is significance to this, 
perhaps. 

Hours exists as the bastard mutant child of Earthling 


Sachin Hingoo 


and Heathen. |t gets me up hunting around for a burlap 
sack and some bricks. It makes me wish that Highland 
Creek was more than six inches deep. It's a terrible 
album, but apparently a necessary transition. You can’t 
grow X-Men without producing some atrocities. No 
omelettes without broken eggs, ergo without Hours, we 
have no Heathen. 

So what I’m saying is this: Don’t buy Reality, if you 
can help it. Download some of the good tracks, Sheila 
Copps won't mind. But forgive David for creating (in the 
context of his otherwise greatness) an abomination. 
What comes next will make it all worth it. 


10 Steps To Enjoying Apollo 440’s 
Dude Descending A Staircase 


Band: A Perfect Circle 
Album: Thirteenth Step 
Rating: 4/5 


With their second release A Perfect Circle cements them- 
selves as a full-fledged band, and move away from the days 
when people referred to them as a Tool side project. More of 


a moody record than Mer De Noms, Thirteenth Step moves 
slowly. Tracks like the single “Weak and Powerless,” and its 
follower “The Noose” establish a melancholy mood rather than 
just being overtly dark. The album is scant on heavy metal 
_ which may not go to please the bands’ core audience, but will 
probably garner them fans of more progressive rock. Songs 
like “Vanishing” and the light-hearted cover of Failure’s “The 
Nurse Who Loved Me” are examples of songs with minimal 
arrangements and soft vocals. It's like being hit over the head 
with a soft mallet. It’s violent but it doesn’t hurt. : 

While the bands lineup seems to be in a constant state of 
flux, Billy Howerdal and Maynard James Keenan form a strong 
writing base. The songs feel like more of a cooperative effort 
this time, each of them either swirling into the next at times 
using very uncomfortable periods of silence. Thirteenth Step is 
not the best that APC has to offer, but we’re almost there. 


Remember that song “Stop the Rock”? That 
was French-tronica trio Apollo 440, and they’re 
back with a new double-CD. | don't really have 
a lot to say about it, except that there’s maybe 
one CD's worth of decent music on the two 
discs, which is pretty symptomatic of double 
albums. Anyhow, here’s my guide to listening 
to this thing: 


1. Turn on the first disc. 

2. Listen to track 1, “Dude Descending a 
Staircase”, which is a surprisingly good col- 
laboration with New York hip-hop mainstays, 
The Beatnuts. 

3. Skip the next track (“Hustler Groove”) and 
listen to “Disco Sucks” a disco song about how 
disco sucks. Wrap your head around that. 

4. You can skip the next track (N’Existe Pas) 
because, for some reason, you will hear this 
exact same song - not a remix - on the next 
disc. 

5. Listen to “Electronic Civil Disobedience” if 
you like Primal Scream and are not too big a fan 


of things that are any good. 

6. “1,2,3,4” is okay if you ignore the lyrics, 
which are so inane that you will probably die. 

7. Turn off the first album (there’s nothing 
else on the first disc that's worth your time) and 
take some Valium or something. 

8. Turn on the second disc. 

9. Be amazed that this first song is a collabo- 
ration with Jack Kerouac, of all people. Isn’t he 
dead? Maybe, but | like this track. 

10. Listen to the rest of the second disc. 
Start to finish, it's pure gold. Mellow, soothing, 
and kind of like something out of Blade Runner. 


In summation, use the first disc as back- 
ground music for the bougie party you’re having, 
with the expensive wine and the caviar and the 
gold-plated Mars bars. Then, when your guests 
have left and you've done a few lines and are 
ready to bag the tipsy chick at the bar, turn on 
the second disc and have at her. Sex music, it’s 
what's for breakfast. 
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Let’s Talk About Sex... 


Christian Lucier 
News Editor 


Sex. A subject that many students think about 
endlessly, an activity that can be quite enjoyable, but 
most importantly, sex is a topic that a large number 
of individuals find quite perplexing. Unfortunately, the 
human body does not come with a sex manual (some 
may disagree), which means that often many sexually 
active students are left in the dark. Such topics as 
sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), birth control, 
and healthy sexual relationships are often dismissed 
as being common knowledge, when in fact to the aver- 
age student it usually is not the case. There is a great 
deal of useful and informative information relating to 
sex that needs to be voiced at UTSC, which is why 
Nadene Dundas, a fitness program coordinator for the 
Athletics Department, and Elsa Kiosses, a nurse at the 
Health and Wellness Center, collaborated and created a 
Sexual Health Peer Education program at UTSC. 

This is a new program at UTSC. According to Ms. 
Dundas, students who want to become a Sexual Health 
Peer Counselor have to attend a two-day training period 
where, 


“The Sexual Health Staff of Toronto Public 
Health, and some of the staff of the Health and 
Wellness Center and the Physical Education 
Department lead an 

interactive day filled with discussions, guest pre- 
senters and hands on training.” 


Overcrowded Class roor 
Plague UTSC... 


However, don’t get any ideas about the hands on 
training, school is in session on these two days. After 
the training period, students are given the title, Sexual 
Health Peer Counselor, and are then allowed to set up 
information booths all over campus. These booths will 
range on various topics such as sexual relationships, 
condoms, and sexual transmitted infections, just to 
name a few. 

The design of this program is clever to say the least. 
For some strange reason, most students find it awkward 
and embarrassing to discuss the various aspects of sex 
and sexuality with parental or health care figures. So 
what better way to talk about sex than with fellow stu- 
dents, who are around the same age group and have a 
similar outlook on life? Although, being a Sexual Health 
Peer Counselor is not as simple as shooting the breeze 
with fellow students about the birds and the bees. Ms. 
Dundas states that a Sexual Health Peer Counselor has 
to be sure to, 


“Be clear on their personal code of ethics/values, 
maintain confidentiality, and be open-minded 
and non-judgmental with respect to values, atti- 
tudes, beliefs, and behavior which differ from his 
or her own.” 


The Sexual Health Peer Counselor has the difficult 
task of being a source of “support and information” to 


the student body. Ms. Dundas made it quite clear that 
the Sexual Health Peer Counselor is not a therapist or 
professional educator, but more of an open ear and 
friend. 

Ms. Dundas believes this program is not just an 
outlet for information pertaining to sex. She deems that 
being sexually healthy entails more then knowing the 
facts about sex and practicing safe sex. In her opinion, 
being sexually healthy includes, 


“Having a positive self-esteem, rewarding sexual 
relationships, living free of coercion, delaying 
sexual activity until ready, living free of emotional 
and physical abuse, having relationships based 
on trust, equality, and mutuality, having respect 
for self and others and being able to experience 
the joy of desired parenthood.” 


Preach it. 

So far, the response for the program has been posi- 
tive. The first training session took place last weekend 
and had about eighteen participants. However, Ms. 
Dundas would like to see more males involved. The 
program is expected to run from September to late 
April. 
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It seems that a great amount of time ment. 


and effort has gone into preparing UTSC 
for the double cohort. It’s all | heard 
- about when | was applying to this uni- 
; versity. Unfortunately, even with such an 
_ incredible amount of planning, schools 
_ have not been able to fully prepare for 
~ such a huge wave of new students. Of 
course, there are many valid reasons 
for this. Let’s not play the finger point- 
-, ing game. Let's just say that there are a 
few things that we will have to become 
accustomed to. Specifically, | am refer- 
ring to the overcrowded lecture halls, 
particularly in first year classes. 
“According to the fire marshal, there 
are only supposed to be six of you on 
the floor,” joked Professor Latta to her 
AQ1 anthropology class Tuesday. Only 
the people in chairs laughed. | talked 
to Professor Latta later about her state- 


Like most other people at the 
University, she feels that nobody should 
be sitting on the floor. It’s obviously a 
fire hazard, and overall, just a bad situa- 
tion. She also believes it is not the fault 
of the university, and hopes that after all 
the construction is finished, the situation 
will change. 

| was unable to get a statement from 
Don MacMillan, director of recruitment 
and registrar, about the seat situation, 
but personally, I’m a bit skeptical about 
it changing anytime soon. The double 
cohort is causing problems at UTSC, 
but in retrospect class sizes in every 
level of schooling have been increasing 
all over the province for years. There is 
an article at least once a week in every 
paper about how grade five classes have 
thirty students in them. Schools are run- 
ning out of space and resources, and the 


population just keeps growing. So why 
all the noise about it here at UTSC? 

With all the money that we are invest- 
ing into campus and furthermore into 
the education system, it is wrong that 
we should have to sit on the floor for 
lectures. As far as | can tell, it is feasible 
for the seat situation to be fixed, but it will 
not be an instant quick fix and the solu- 
tion will not take place without having the 
building under construction for at least a 
couple more years. Buildings are con- 
structed and schedules are set. Trying 
to change the system now would cause 
even more problems. So until something 
can be done about the lack of seats, be 
sure to arrive at class ten minuets early, 
or buy some Tylenol three for the back 
pain you'll have after sitting on the floor 
for a three-hour lecture. 
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Double the Students = Double the Problems 


Dayna Boyer 


Trying to cross through the _ hall 
between the Bookstore, Tim Horton's, 
and the ARC? Then forget the concept 
of personal space and prepare to be 
grabbed and elbowed until you either 
start crying or reach your destination. 
Most people never get the chance to 
practically stand on a complete stranger. 
At least | can chalk it up to a life experi- 
ence and check it off my “to do” list. | 
know it may seem redundant but there 
are a lot of people at UTSC (duh). For 
some of the more fortunate students they 
will never have to withstand a two hour 
lecture in the ARC, balancing on the arm 
of a chair, because even all of the stairs 
are occupied. Arm of chair = really hard 
to read notes + a massive wedgy most 
only have nightmares about. You want a 
seat, prepare to line up half an hour in 
advance, and pull some serious Jackie 
Chan moves on your way in. 

If in previous years you were allowed 
to ask questions in lectures, then | envy 
you. The profs even discourage people 
from ever e-mailing them. So you need 
to speak with the prof? Get ready to 
wait in another half an hour line up after 


class. 

If frosh week was any _ indicator 
(because around 950 frosh attended) 
then | should have been prepared. | see 
now why management students get their 
own building. One third of the incoming 
student population is in the management 
program! 

I’m already not a fan of the double 
cohort, but seeing the consequences 
(classes in the gym? Really?) en masse 
in this way, | can’t help but want to stran- 
gle the moron who ever suggested get- 
ting rid of OAC in the middle of the eco- 
boom. However, | feel UTSC has handled 
the sudden surge in student population 
well (despite a few unfortunate delays). 
The ARC, the new residence building, 
the management building, and (best of 
all) an amazing student center, all appear 
to be well worth the wait. 

But as a first year student I’m beg- 
ging, if all of my classes are going to be 
this huge throughout university, let me 
know now so | can apply for that Assistant 
Manager position at McDonalds. Free 
Big Macs here | come! 


Wednesday, October 1, 2003 


Become a Doctor of 


Chiropractic. 


Professional & 
Graduate Fair 


¢ A contemporary curriculum that 
integrates basic and clinical 
science. 


Earn a Doctor of Chiropractic degree Scarborough College 
in our 10 trimester program. 


¢ Apply your knowledge and October 8th 
techniques during a full year of 


clinical experience at our four sites. 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 


Customize your education to 
specialize in sports, geriatric, 
pediatric practices or prepare for 
a Career in research or teaching. 


Michael Lynch 
NYCC representative 


Contact the Admissions Office at NYCC for more information 


4NE W 4CMYS at 1-800-234-6922 or visit WWW.nycc.edu. 
Selle esele 


COLLEGE 2360 Route 89 * Seneca Falls New York 13148 
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Who Are You Bape ; 


CIBC’s Run For the Cure. stem. 


As | sat down to write this article about CIBC’s “Run 
For The Cure” in support of breast cancer research, | 
found myself drawn to write not so much about the event 
but something else: The reason why I’ve found myself 
planning to run in hopes to make everything a bit more 
real. 

Empathy, of the virtues within the capacity and the 
grasp of the human spirit, this is greatest of all. In the 
path of life that we walk, it is empathy that will cause our 
path to run parallel to those around us. It is empathy that 
enables us to receive the gifts of wisdom and perspective 
from those we walk with. It is the fuel by which we love. It 
is that which will always melt away the blindness of our 
pride. It is a teacher that shows that the truest of emotions 
are those that are felt with a vulnerability and a willingness 
to be hurt. 

Empathy is also difficult to capture, difficult to maintain, 
and too frequently confused with pity and sometimes, 
even frightening. It requires an explosion that redirects 
the course of our normal lives, changing our focus from 
self to others in a very specific way that is not achieved 
by statistics or numbers but often by an encounter with a 
single individual. 

“| have cancer.” My explosion. Words spoken softly to 
me by the voice of a friend and suddenly my life was differ- 
ent. Class schedules, long distance phone bills, low GPA’s 
and homesickness are reduced before your eyes to the 
smallest of atoms, but tiny specks upon a window through 
which you see the world. Perhaps these things need to 
happen before we can see clearly enough what others 
show. This was my first true encounter with empathy and, 
in essence, another soul. It was also a long learning curve 
about a disease that | knew very little about save stigmas 
from television and stories through family gatherings at 
holidays. 

| guess it was empathy that caused 140 000 Canadians 
across Canada to participate in CIBC’s “Run For The Cure” 


last year and will probably see that many numbers in the 
streets again this October 5". Empathy claims the title of 
the event: “Who Are You Running For?” Last year 14.6 
million dollars was raised to support research in breast 
cancer treatments. The disease will affect 21 000 lives 
this year alone and of those lives altered forever, over 5 
000 will be claimed. However, the truth is that | know those 
numbers would probably mean very little to me had it not 
been for one of them that | know | will be running for. And 
that is why, as | share this with you, | don’t focus on them 
but rather glimpses into my own life with the experience 
of just one of those 21 000. Now each foot step on that 
treadmill in the “Key” training for the run, each solicitation 
e-mail, each donation received is not about statistics or 
numbers but about the individual, about a friend. That is 
my picture of empathy. 

| reflect on the above jumbled paragraphs and see that 
| am trying to write about two things in one article, but that 
has been the nature of this entire event since | have begun 
fundraising for it mere days ago. Thousands of statistics, 
one true encounter. And although | know that empathy is 
not mine to give away to another person including you 
reading this article, my feelings surrounding the subject 
are, and | share them in hopes that you can somehow 
share in my participation in this event. If you don’t know 
somebody to run for this October 5" then please accept 


~ my invitation to donate to myself, given this rare blessing 


to know by e-mailing me at vcfprez@hotmail.com where 
you can donate online easily with a return mail from myself 
and thank you so much in advance. If you do, then please 
register to run at: http://Awww.cbef.org/cibcrunforthecure/ or 
even support online directly. 

| don't think | know what else to say beyond all this right 
now. I’m certain it’s not the most eloquent of articles, but 
| just felt the need to be honest. | think that’s a quality of 
empathy as well. 
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If only | didn’t live fifteen minutes away, 
living on residence is so much more fun than 


~~ living at home (regrettably, with parents). As 


a non-residence resident of Scarborough, 
| find it a million times harder to meet new 


» people (I’m not exaggerating one MILLION 


times harder). All first year students know 
close to no one at UTSC (in comparison to 
how many people there actually are). | mean, 
just the amount of first year students alone 
rivals the entire population of my former high 
school. Just in case you missed frosh week 
and the never-ending “get involved” chorus 
line of random students and facility here it is: 
JOIN SOMETHING...and while you're at it: 
HOW...DO...YOU...FEEEEEEL?! 

On rez, people are constantly sur- 
rounded by other people, either studying 
or partying; it’s socializing made easy. 
Comparatively, | know people who don't live 
on rez and can go days without speaking to 


anyone (and | mean anyone), because they 
just attend class then go home. So, here is 
your decision; you can either join a lame club 
or become a lame mute os are the only 
two options). 

Furthermore, if you ie off-campus (and 
you didn’t attend frosh week) | bet the only 
people you know right now are from your old 
high school. | know I’m right; | don’t need 
you to tell me. And that’s the whole purpose 


_of clubs; they physically force you to meet 


new people, they stick you into some kind 
of social gathering, and then they make 
you chant and do pelvic thrusts “I FEEL SO 
GOOD! OH! | FEEL SO GOOD! OH!” (Ok, 
but the first two are true, | get a little carried 
away with the frosh week analogies, sorry). 
So, “all: you froshies (or even if you’re not — 
new), go. join something! Or sit in a study : 
cubicle all year trying not to make direct eye 


contact with anyone. It's eT up to you. 
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It all started on a foggy Karaoke-Tuesday night 
at the local (much-adored) hole-in-the-wall-bar: The 
Fossil. A conversation that followed a modest amount 
of tequila, and the inevitable flirtation that accompanied 
it, brought me (and a fellow colleague of mine) to real- 
ize that in the three-or-so years that | have attended 
UTSC, The Underground has not yet featured a sex 


columnist. Now, for a publication as diverse in opin- 
_ ions and as gutsy in its articles as The Underground, 
_ it seemed odd enough that this position has yet to be 


: whether or not to have sex is respected and encour- 
~ aging safe sex is a common practice, it seems natural 
_ and even necessary that a means exist for students to 
~ anonymously inquire, learn, and think about these very 
important issues of adulthood. | find it interesting that 
- (according to the September 18 issue of the newspaper 
this year, in a-debate on page two entitled “Should the 
‘SAC health care plan cover the costs of oral contracep- 
tives?”) “nurses and doctors at the Health Centre often 
comment that half their patients are women looking to 
get a prescription for birth control.” People at UTSC are 
_ interested in sex. This, of course, is common knowl- 
_ edge. | can't think of any situations in which thousands 
_of twenty-something-year-old students, a bunch of 
FROSH teenagers and even quite a few mature stu- 
nts would unanimously be uninterested in having, 
inking about or even learning about sex. Therefore, 
have decided to do something that | believe is long 
overdue: start a sex column. 
__Inquisitively, after having made this decision and 
finding out that it was a welcome. addition to what is 
coincide al 


_ filledBut»for-a*university»campus:where*the decision™ 


... because the g 


know your name. Just send me your questions. I’ve 
opened a new Hotmail account exclusively for this 
purpose, and anything sent there will remain anony- 
mous. It’s thesexfiles@hotmail.com. | also have MSN 
Messenger if you prefer. Secondly, | have decided to 
do something fun to make this information accessible 
- in each article, | will try to feature a new item to some 
regular categories such as sexual positions, defini- 
tions, novelties, “hot-spots”, sexy drinks, S.T.D.s, and 
that sort of thing. Again, feedback is great. | thought 


t'destart off this issue with a few that | have been asked 


about recently. Until the next time, have fun, be safe, 
and let me know what you want to know. _ 


Hot Spots: 


The Female “G” Spot: 

Okay. So | have been told that although most 
people have heard about this mysterious part of the 
female anatomy and its ability to bring on mind-shat- 
tering orgasms, sadly many of us still don’t quite know 
what it is, where the name comes from, and more 
importantly HOW TO FIND IT. This is what | can tell you 
about it. The “G” spot was “named the Grafenberg spot 
after the scientist who studied it back in the 1950's”. 
It's an area of erectile-like tissue that’s approximately 
the size of a dime and kind of spongy when relaxed and 
about the size and texture of a walnut when aroused. 
It's located just under the front vaginal wall and about 
a third of the way into the vagina. It can be recognized 
by an initial tingling feeling when stimulated that might 
feel kind of like you have to pee (the nerve endings are 
pretty close to those of the urethra, so that’s normal). 
That feeling passes after a few seconds though, and 
what follows is the reason why it has the reputation it 
does. With regular stimulation of this spot, it becomes 
more sensitive and more oly recognize Thank 
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Michelle Renée 


is often referred to as Road-Head is the act of giving 
someone head (cunnilingus: performed on a female or 
fellatio: performed on a male.) while the person receiv- 
ing this service is driving. The attraction has a lot to do 
with the element of danger, excitement and of doing 
something naughty and taboo (It’s not exactly legal, 
as far as | know). The drawbacks are that it is indeed 
illegal, dangerous (oncoming traffic, anyone?) and that 
the receiver is distracted by traffic and can’t fully enjoy 
the interaction. Then again, that’s what rest stops are 
good for in this case. 


Positions: 


The Helicopter: This one sounds interesting, but 
might take some co-ordination. It’s from the Kama 
. Here’s what you do: Start out in traditional mis- 
ary-style (man-on-top, facing each other) and then 
arts turning in a 360-degree circle, while maintain- 
netration. For the person on the bottom: help him: 

ind make sure his legs clear your head as they pass, 
‘ou don't want to get kicked in the head. 
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Groundworks 


The Humans’ 
Race 


Elizabeth Anderson 


Sometimes | get lost in my trips to escapism. 
Sometimes | believe the world is not a crusher of hopes, 
a perpetuator of greed and destruction, or a place of 
twisted moneymaking logic. Sometimes | believe that 
the majority of people in this world are reasonable human 
beings. Sometimes my trips to escapism are shattered 
and through the shards of my broken dreams, the demons 
of the real world are exposed. 

Sometimes | get lost in the realm of the real world. 
Sometimes | believe this place is a crusher of hopes, 
a perpetuator of greed and destruction, and a place of 
twisted moneymaking logic. Sometimes | believe that 
the majority of people in this world are hopeless human 


beings. Sometimes the realm of the real world is pierced - 


and through the sweatshop factory smoke, the beauty of 
life is exposed. 


Ode to the Class of 2007 


Helen Lee 


UTSC: 

The next stage in our academic career? 

Or 

Just another place to go to school? 
Everybody is bewildered. 

OSAP lineups, Bookstore lineups, SCSU lineups. 
Science lectures with sizes of small schools. 
Tick, tock, watch the clock 

Great that everybody frequents the gym. 
Winding hallways, crush of bodies. 

Tim Horton’s, or Pizza Pizza? 

Being lost is a way of life. 


Where is...? 

When is...? 

Why 

Is? 

Openness overwhelms 
And 

After the first few days, 
This is our welcome. 
But 

Remember, 


“We've come a long way, baby.” 


ih iy 


Hk, 
meh 


i : ll 


it 


Andrew C. Epstein W. 
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If you know of an event that might benefit from a little bit of buzz (i.e. Ticketmaster is not involved) 
let us know by sending an email with “EVENTS” in the subject line to: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 

The Underground and its staff do not guarantee any information printed in this listing. Due to the 
often sketchy nature of such events, the details are liable to change, or be outright false. Make use of 
any contact information provided beforehand.... and otherwise, have fun! 


TUNES 


Oct 1 - BAR 254 Messy weekly 
w/ resident DJs Lucy Lytes & Miss 
Michie, guests Willar X, the Dirt 
Bike Kid, Johnny the Poster Child. 
254 Adelaide W. 


Oct 1 - Revival (783 College) 
hosts Melanie Durant, Harpoon 
Missle, Cheerleader.call 416-535- 
7888 for deets. 


Oct 3 - Strapping Young Lad, 
Devin Townsend Band, Zimmers 
Hole 8pm at the Opera House. 
QueenE & Broadview. $17.50, 
TM. www.ticketmaster.ca 


Oct 4 - Darkrave 4yr 
Anniversary feat. DJ’s Phink, 
Dam, Advance44, etc. $12, All 
Ages, Big Bop (651 Queen St. W.) 


Oct 7 - Peaches 

The Guvernment, 132 Queen’s 
Quay E., Doors 7pm. $15.50 TM. 
www.ticketmaster.ca 


Oct 12 - Twisted Individual, MC 
Skibadee at System Soundbar 
(117 Peter St.), $15 advance, 
$20 at the door, all ages. see 
www.systemsoundbar.com for 
info. 


WORDS 


Oct 1 - HARBOURFRONT 
READING SERIES presents 
Derek McCormack, Ken Mitchell, 


RM Vaughan. 7:30pm. $8. 
Harbourfront Centre, 235 Queens 
Quay W. 416-973-4000. 


Oct 1 - Art Bar Poetry 
Victory Cafe, 581 Markham St. 8pm, 
Free - PWYC. www.artbar.org 


Oct 14 - CoffeeHouse Cabaret 
Hosted by Cynthia Gould, open 
mic, 8pm, Renaissance Cafe, 1938 
Danforth Ave. 


ACTING 


Sep 30-Oct 11 - THE LARAMIE 
PROJECT The Ryerson Theatre 
School presents this play about the 
death of Matthew Sheppard. Tue- 
Sun 8pm; Sat-Sun 2pm. $12-$16. 
Abrams Studio, 44 Gerrard E. 416- 
979-5118. 


To Oct. 4 - RESERVOIR DOGS 
LIVE Tue-Sat 8pm. $20. 376 
Dufferin. 416-683-0270. www.reserv 
oirdogslive.com 


Oct 16 to Nov 1 - Evil Dead 1 & 2 
The Musical. 8pn Tranzac Club, 
Brusnwick & BloorW. $15-20. Call 


416-723-EVIL 


To Oct 18 - THIS IS OUR YOUTH 
Fabrizio Filippo, Marcello Cabezas. 
Directed by Woody Harrelson of 
Cheers fame. Mon-Sat 8pm; Wed & 
Sat 2pm. $20-$65. Berkeley Street 
Theatre Upstairs, 26 Berkeley. 416- 
368-3110 


UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 
Buying something? 
Selling something? 
Massaging something? 
UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 


Starting in our next issue, the Underground will 
be running classified ads as a service to UTSC 
students, for the low low price of nothing*. That’s 
right, nothing*. Please submit your classifieds to 


ug_classys@hotmail.com. Please, be reasonable. 


We can only print messages that are short, sweet, and 


interesting. 


*The Underground reserves the right to refuse to print a 
classified ad for whatever reason we want. 


GEA S'S -EITE DS 


“Male/23/5'11/175lbs/Student.Smart/ 
honest/trustworthy/funny/genuine/ 
respectful/fit. Enjoys movies/reading/ 
Rblade/bike/kickbox/wkout/cooking. 
Sick of same old lies. Looking for 
smart/motivated/sensible/active 
female, 18-24 for friendship. 
[a_good_match@hotmail.com]” 


1st yr Chem/Bio, 2nd yr Organic 
Chem tutor for hire. Will help 
with lab/exam/hwk. misterbook 
worm@hotmail.com 


Luxury brand new 2 bedroom basement 
apartment 

Bright, close to UTSC, furnished, laundry 
parking, satelite TV 

No smoking 

Call Kevin at (416) 208-3404 

$850 inclusive 


Hockey Players Wanted 

Men’s League 

C Calibre or better 

non-contact Tuesday nights, referees 
(416) 208-3404 


Next Issue of the Underground: Coming October 15th 


ial Underground Online... it’s almost bette 


http : //www.utsc.utoronto.ce/~under 


http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 


23 


SONY 


Sony CD Walkman powered by 
Abracitpius 


YOUR 


MUSIC LIBRARY 


G6@rr | A 


Yes, you CAN take your music library wherever you go and it won't weigh you 
down. With Sony's new ATRACSplus CD Walkman player, you can carry 490 songs 
on 1 CD. This new compression format lets you store more songs with better 
quality to brighten up your marathon commute or a long, long walk in the park. 


{ 
5, 


490 SONGS ON 1 CD 


Carrying around your CD collection can be a drag -- literally. With SonicStage 
software, you can easily burn 490 songs, at 48kbps, onto a CD. And, those 
aren't 2 minute songs, those are 4-minute songs. Compressed in ATRACSplus 
format, you can take your music library anywhere you go. 


A lot of music compression lets you store more music but it all sounds bad. 
Sony's ATRACSplus compression actually bumps up the quality of MP3 songs 
and lets you equalize them so you don’t get varying volume levels that can 
pierce your eardrums. 


SonicStage Simple Burner™ software comes with every ATRACSplus CD 
Walkman player. It converts your MP3 downloads easily and quickly on your PC 
— you won't need to learn a whole new technology to do it. Plus, you can leave 
your CD open ended so you can add songs later. 


Your Sony ATRACSplus CD Walkman player is even friendly with the MP3 CDs 
you burned to play on your PC. So, you can play ATRACSplus or MP3 encoded 
CDs and, with some players, the radio as well! 


STARTING FROM 


All ATRAC3plus CD Walkman players have ID3 tagging that lets you : ONLY 
see which folders and songs you are playing on the LCD display. Most S4 4 39" Hf 
even have a jog dial that makes scrolling through titles even easier. ms 


THE ULTIMATE 

IN SOUND 
QUALITY AND 
Available at an authorized Sony dealer, Visit SLIM DESIGN 


° D-NE1, 
www.sonystyle.ca/cdwalkman for more details.  _goq9.99* 
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Needs You! 


SCSP (Scarborough Campus Student 
Press) is currently looking for new 
members for its Board of Directors. 
Anyone who Is interested should con- 
tact the Underground for further details. 


phone: 416.287.7054 
fax: 416.287.7055 
email: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


SCSP is currently looking for people to fill the following positions: 


2 Full-time student members 
1 Part-time student member 
1 member of the faculty, staff, or alumni of UTSC 


Anyone who is interested in starting up another publication 
under SCSP may also apply 


] Wednesday, October 15, 2003 
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Free Parking? Frustrating to be a 


“The demand for parking at UTSC this year ithf ! 

has increased dramatically and greatly Fal U Fa n 

exceeded our expectations. 

Although we have sold all the permits that are Anyone can agree that the people of 
currently available for the outer parking lots, Toronto are true sports fans and are genu- 
we are constantly assessing demand and will inely proud of their professional teams 
make arrangements for additional parking in ; te out ae ee es ines 
the near future. O e one aie-nar rgo fan at : 
In the interim, until the outer lot gates become However, from looking at the rich and 
operational, please park in a parking space in relatively recent history of our sports 
the outer lots without fear of being ticketed or franchises, what the fuck can the fans of 
towed.” Toronto be proud about? 
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Editor-in-Chief Andrew C. Epstein 
The At The Underground we love unsolicited material, 
U N d & lr ro U Nn d Associate Editor Michelle Righetti especially letters and opinion pieces. Should such 
Q material be typed or printed and delivered to The Pegs tis ee Sa] 
Production Manager Greg Brown Underground's snazzy portable by or before noon 
Staff Writers: on the Friday prior to the desired publication date, Campus Student 
Gordan Lane, Kevin Pighin As’t Production James Relunia we will more than likely print it. We kindly ask that Press, a non-profit cor- 
f submissions be of 800 words or less and that they poration. It is funded 
Contributors: Art Director John Loerchner include the writer's name and student number. by way of a direct 
; levy to students of the 
ee rate yao ousineau, Andrew News Editor Christian Lucier Submissions become the property of The Under- unfatsity of Toronto 
Tyler, Sheryl So, Anne Ralph Qee ground and may or may not be published at the whim Scarborough Campus, 
Arts Editor Keith Friedlander of The Editorial Board. The Board reserves the right to and through local and 
poke fun at submissions, post them on the wall in The national advertising. 
Yer, ’ Life Editor Christian Lucier Underground's snazzy portable (for the enjoyment The Underground is 
Submission Policy of our staff and guests) or alter them in print in any bh memberietGanal 
Mail: | The Underground, U of T Scarborough Graphics Editor Vacant way provided it is so acknowledged. By submission, dian University Press 
1265 Military Trail, Room S-364 authors implicitly bow down to the total editorial contro! (CUP). 
Scarborough, ON On-Line Editor Mike Guglietti of The Editorial Board and freely consent to the addi- 
M1C 1A4 tion witty comments and criticisms (especially in the 
Phone: 416.287.7054 Advertising Manager Sachin Hingoo case of libelous or malicious submissions) courtesy 
of the snarky editors. 
Email: — undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca Accounting Manager Millie Ng an Ms 
Web: http://www.scar.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ For a more official-sounding Letters and Opinions Rica 
Accounting Assistant Juliana Lam Policy contact undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


The Underground is published by the Scarborough 
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Editorial | Letters 


letters 


Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
Has Come To Crush You All With His 
Mighty Arms 


The last two weeks have seemed kind of surreal to me for various reasons. 
Some personal and some not, but all confusing all the same. For years my politi- 
cal beliefs were shaped by my parents. They were Progressive Conservative sup- 
porters therefore by default so was |. My indoctrination was pretty intense. When 
people asked me who | supported | would always say PC but | don’t think | ever 
knew why | was saying it. It was my brand, like Double-Mint Gum or Coca-Cola. 
It had my parents shining endorsement and that was good enough for me. What 
point was there caring about the actual issues, when | could just take what | was 
fed? 

As | got older politics seemed more relevent. | could probably manage fine 
without speaking out. | could get a job and work 9 to 5 until the day in my middle- 
ages when I’m downsized and forced to start over again with no pension. The fact 
is that if you’re apathetic then you may as well be dead. If you don’t care about 
how the system controls you then you have no control over your state of living. 

But there is one thing that | do not deny. It is really hard to get people inter- 
ested in politics. Most people are about as informed as | was as a kid. They form 
an opinion based on the sweeping general statements made by smiling candi- 
dates that they really know nothing about. 

People don’t seem to like indifferent faces staring out at them from campaign 
posters or TV ads. That's kind of how it is at UTSC. The first year rep posters are 
some of the most hilarious that I’ve ever seen. Some posters focussed on the 
candidates more human aspects. Others used pop-culture references to attract 
attention. Then there were those that seemed like a glamour shot from Seventeen 
magazine. | learned absolutely nothing about the candidates from seeing those 
posters, and | don’t see how anyone else could (as you might have guessed | 
don’t even remember their names). All | knew was that some of them were pretty 
funny, and some of them were pretty vain, and that doesn’t seem like enough info 
for the frosh to base their votes on. 

However as you'll read in this issue, when it came time for the frosh to find 
out a bit more about their candidates at a recent SCSU forum, they decided to 
avoid any personal contact and stay away. So the majority of the few who voted 
based their decision on some vague images and slogans (or just voted for thier 
friends). 

This is how politics have become sort of a glorified high-school election. A 
popularity contest based on charm and imagery with no real relevance to anyone. 
People don’t really think that they can relate to politicians, so they go for the famil- 
iar. The brand name, the glitzy one in lights. 

Most of the Californians who voted for him, probably couldn’t name any of 
Arnold Schwarzenegger's policies or plans for their state. Not just because he 
didn’t talk about them very much, but also because they probably never bothered 
to find out. So they vote based on name or party recognition. So is it that one day 
we will be controlled by a strange band of smiling automitons? Will we have politi- 
cal trading cards? Will political fanatics dicuss the latest change in welfar reform, 
or will they gab about the new party logo? 

Perhaps entertainment and politics go together. In the future Toronto Mayor 
Moses Znaimer will erect a large statue of himself in front of City Hall, Ontario 
Premier Keanu Reeves will talk about slashing the budget while thrilling the audi- 
ence with spectacular stunts, and Prime Minister Celine Dion will release her 
campaign promises on a double Christmas album. 

Basically it comes down to this: if apathy takes over and we act as if we don’t 
want the choice of who leads us, then the politicians will start thinking they can 
do whatever they want. That’s kind of the point we've gotten to. Look what hap- 
pened when another Austrian fellow (perhaps the only one more famous than 
Arnold), gave the people decisions without the “burden” of choice. Entertainers 
attract people who normally wouldn’t care about voting because of the image 
involved. That’s the only way the sell a candidate these days. You have to make 
them marketable, hip and vibrant. No one in Canada has been able to do that 
since Trudeau. Apathy only makes politicians create new ways of blinding us into 
picking the wrong person. 

So do yourself a favour and take a closer look at people behind the faces, 
whether it’s here at UTSC or otherwise. After all, would you want to suffer through 
eight years of Prime Minister Snow? “Informer” is the biggest selling reggae single 
of all time. By that standard it’s already a great campaign song. 


Stay awake, 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 
metalresidue@hotmail.com 


Shock And Awe 


| was shocked and appalled to see a girl, literally half naked, hands tied behind 
her back, blindfolded, lips covered with tape, on the cover of a University news- 
paper. Why do you think you have to show such an image in order to push your 
paper? We are, after all, in a place of higher learning, and as far as | know we 
have yet to receive an endowment from Mr. Hefner at the Playboy Mansion...or am 
| mistaken? 

Do you not realize that women go here too? It is not “okay” to put a half naked 
“bondaged” girl on the cover of a newspaper at MY university! It’s images like that 
that give rapists the idea: “Just wanting to see how it would look on a girl they 
know.” | never thought | would have to explain what is wrong with putting such 
image on the covers of papers. Wow. 


Safiya Rose 


Editor’s Response: To be honest Ms. Rose and | got into a heated email argument 
over last issue’s cover. She feels that the image alone was enough to give people 
negative ideas towards women. | don’t feel it works that way. The cover represented 
a particular lifestyle choice, as legitimate as any other. While | recognize that 
some students may not familiar with the world of BDSM, the last issue contained 
information on that very subject. The cover of any newspaper or magazine is 
supposed to contain a preview of what's inside. In this case the cover referenced 
the feature article. It’s like saying that seeing Homer Simpson selling his soul to 
Satan is going to make me start devil-worshiping. There’s a certain level of common 
sense involved. If someone were to get the idea of raping a woman from seeing one 
photo, then there had to have been something majorly wrong to begin with. 

| feel that if we keep sexual images like our last cover from the public eye then 
we risk more sexual misconduct at the hands of the uninformed. Rather if we 
put images like that one out in public it can inspire discussion and promote more 
thorough plans of sex education. Basically the benefits of putting such a cover out, 
far outweigh the slim chance of someone going crazy. 


Distinguished Editor, 


| have lead a group of Academicians in the Third World towards the develop- 
ment of techno-economics, which is engineering analysis applied to an economy 
oriented to serve the human being. Our 20-year research on this subject has been 
reported since longtime, to all the political parties in Parliament. | have specially 
written to both Rt. Hon. Martin and to the elected leader of the NDP Jack Layton, 
requesting that a period of six months, prior to the election, should be devoted to 
town hall meetings on the economic management of Canada under whoever wins 
those elections. 

Canadians can now choose between the collapsing global corporate degrada- 
tion of the planet and the species, or a new economic procedure “engineered” to 
maximize the well being of Human beings without intensifying further the present 
irreversible abuse of the ecologic environment. (C.D.Howe was the first Techno- 
Economist of Canada and the Seaway Authority is a monument to his greatness). 

| hope your reporters, in the interest of your many readers, will enquire with par- 
liamentarians why they keep acting as if the next election was business-as-usual, 
with complete disregard of the high poverty in Canada, excessive unemployment, 
minimum wages that are providing mere survival, etc. etc. 

Your reporters may use my Email if they wish to investigate this matter further. 
I'll be glad to collaborate with them. 


Respectfully yours, 


Jorge Torrealba, Civ. Eng., B.Math., Executive Diploma. 
jatorrealbasr@hotmail.com 


| tinnk that gay marriage is something that 
should be between a man and a woman. 
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Atari Meets Chomsky 


"Simulation meets political cartoons. 


Wednesday, October 15, 2003 


comments 


Sachin Hingoo 
Advertising Manager 


We are a team of independent game developers who believe video games are not simply an amusement. 
Games and simulations can also make us think about what is going on in this world. 
Periodically, we will use games and simulations to analyze, debate, comment and editorialize major international news. 


Come and join us. 
Play with fire.” 


All your life, they told you that you’d rot your eyes 
sitting in front of that thing. They told you your fingers 
would get numb and you'd never get a girlfriend if you 
didn’t give up that controller. They said you were wast- 
ing your time. 

Of course, these are myths. Many of us video 
gamers grew up to be well-adjusted, well-informed, and 
most importantly, popular young adults. So the ques- 
tion remains: do video games have any sort of value 
beyond recreation? The good folks at newsgaming.com 
say yes. 

Newsgaming.com is a new community of inde- 
pendent video game developers who have decided to 
use their skills, not for the purpose of creating the next 
Rockstar bloodbath, but to help give its users a better 
understanding of the world around them through simula- 
tion. Their first production is a simple Shockwave game 
with the dubious title, September 12. There is no goal to 
this game, nor can you ‘lose’ in the traditional sense. 

The premise is simple. You get a map of a city, pre- 
sumably somewhere in the Middle East. There are two 
kinds of creatures roaming the streets of this city, both 
of whom bear a close resemblance to Lemmings. The 
characters in black are Terrorists, and the lemmings in 
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- from newsgaming.com 


blue are Civilians. Pretty cut and dry. You are repre- 
sented in the game by a huge target that fires missiles 
at the city. So, you think, it’s an easy task - blow up 
the Terrorists while sparing the lives of the innocent 
Civilians. Not quite. Your missile launcher, while fairly 
precise, is not completely so. Inevitably, while blowing 
up a group of Terrorists, you will nail at least one or two 
Civilians (usually many more) in the process. The result 
is a ruined building, and the sound of crying from the 
Civilians that weren't hit by the fallout. You can’t help but 
feel just a little badly about what you've just done. 

So you can’t win, and the longer you play, the more 
destruction you cause. Sure, you wipe out some of the 
terrorists, but they keep coming in wave after wave, 
and every shot you take at them eliminates a few more 
innocents. The entire exercise, ostensibly, is pointless. 
Maybe this game isn’t so simple after all. You call into 
question every decision you make, though in this case, 
there is no ‘good’ decision. If you attack the city to ‘liber- 
ate’ it from the Terrorists, you will kill Civilians and bring 
the city to ruin. But you don’t want to allow the Terrorists 
to win, do you? 

But let’s say you do, and you just watch the Terrorists 
mingle with the Civilians without actually firing at the 


‘ 
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city. There doesn’t seem to be any detrimental effect to 
the game if you take this strategy. Of course, this way, 
you're not actually playing at all, so what's that about? 
Is the best course of action a peaceful approach? Is this 
a game that is encouraging you not to play? 

In any case, September 712 is not a typical game. It’s 
not necessarily about recreation. It’s not even all that 
much fun to play. However, the point is that it makes 
you think for a second about what’s going on in Iraq, 
that the terrorist problem cannot be solved with mis- 
siles alone. It makes you think about what ‘collateral 
damage’ really means, and debunks the term, ‘precision 
air strike’. Maybe video-games aren't so mind-numbing 
after all. 

I’m not saying that September 72 is going to change 
the world or anything. I’m not saying that any real-life 
terrorist situation is anywhere as simple as blowing up 
the city from which they originate...but wait a minute, 
isn’t that what George Bush has been telling me? 


You can check out September 12 and upcoming 
games at www.newsgaming.com 
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Citizens for the Promotion of Evil 
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Free Parking? 


An update on the parking situation 


Rob Chung 


Associate News Editor 


“The demand for parking at UTSC this year has increased 
dramatically and greatly exceeded our expectations. 

Although we have sold all the permits that are currently 
available for the outer parking lots, we are constantly assessing 
demand and will make arrangements for additional parking in the 
near future. 

In the interim, until the outer lot gates become operational, 
please park in a parking space in the outer lots without fear of 
being ticketed or towed.” 


Words from Darcy Griffith, manager of parking and police ser- 
vices, in an e-mail supposedly sent to every UTSC student. The 
e-mail outlines the problems that face the University with regards 
to parking: namely that the University, despite its massive con- 
struction and expansion of the outer lot, does not have enough 
spaces for all of the students applying for a permit. The new influx 
of students was obviously much greater than expected, and the 
expansion of the outer lot is not meeting the increased demand 
for parking from students who commute. While parking services 
is undoubtedly looking at other options to provide the students at 
UTSC with more parking spaces, they have stopped selling outer 
lot permits and are allowing everyone to park for free, “without fear 
of being ticketed or towed.” 

So, because parking services sold out of parking permits 
(which means that every spot in the-outer lots is accounted for 
by a paying student), but are obliged to provide commuters with 
space to park their cars, their best response is to let those who 
cannot buy a permit park for free and take up spots of paying 
students while they come up with some idea to accommodate the 
number people driving to school. And for those of you who lined 
up for hours during the first two weeks of September in order to 
ensure that you had a permit, the excruciating wait was all in vain. 
For the past month and a half, parking at the outer lots doesn’t 
cost a dime. And it looks like this free parking policy will continue 
for a while. 


Parking services states that the outer lot gates and sensors 
will be going up “anytime within the next two weeks.” But for 
those of you who couldn’t buy a permit because they were sold 
out, where does that leave you? Certainly the university does not 
expect those without a permit to pay upwards of $10 a day to park, 
because they did not build enough spaces to hold every student. 
The individual students should not be held at fault for the massive 
underestimation of parking at UTSC in the 2003/2004 school year. 
It is the responsibility of the University to provide their commut- 
ers with adequate parking, and currently this responsibility is not 
being met. Thus, though the parking office tells us that the gates 
will be installed soon, and though we can see the people working 
on it daily, the University cannot prevent its students from legally 
parking their cars. 

What remains is a situation that is unfair to both those who 
paid fair and square for the right to park in the outer lots, and those 
who want a permit but can not buy one. How parking services can 
allow some people to park for free when they would charge close 
to $400 for others to park is beyond me; | know some of you are 
rightfully outraged, and | urge you to make your voices heard. 
The least they could do is refund the students who have a permit 
the equivalent of one month’s parking fees. That would be fair. 
Although its absurd to think that those in parking services should 
be clairvoyants and be able to predict the increased number 
of commuters for 2003/2004, they could have been 
better prepared by simply considering that more 
is better than less - that having too many park- 
ing spots would have really hurt no one, while 
having too few would put the University in the 
precarious situation that its in right now. It’s 
a no-win situation for all commuters, which 
constitute the majority of students at UTSC. 
As the days pass, it seems like the students 
of Scarborough campus are facing more and 
more of these frustrating situations. 
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Low voter turnout for first-year 
rep elections 


Double cohort does not make a difference 


Phuong Nguyen 


In the hallways, few first year students paid much atten- 
tion to the first year rep posters and banners plastered on 
the walls of UTSC or discussing the finer points of voting 
for a hometown boy or for the Russian; or wondering if she 
really is just like me because she poses on a toilet seat 
and then makes a poster of it. 

Maybe because these elections ran simultaneous to 
the provincial ones (though according to popular rumor, 
some of the first year candidates were making the same 
promises as the Party leaders such as reducing tuition 
fees); or maybe because there was insufficient advertis- 
ing of the elections; or maybe because people knew that 
the duties of a first year rep are limited to organizing the 
Valentine Rose event in February and a five-minute alloca- 
tion for speaking at SCSU meetings that there wasn’t a lot 
of student awareness or interest in these elections. 

In the unofficial count of votes on October 10, less than 


500 first years actually voted. That is just 200 more than c I can also do a lot of other neat tricks, 
the number of voters last year. Considering that this year is such as cooking a four course meal 
the double cohort year, that 487 people who actually voted involving cereal, milk and instant 
account for less than 1/3 of the total frosh population. noodles. I call it “Scarborough style 


Most of the candidates credit this low voter turnout to 
the overall advertising of election events, expressing their 
“disappointment about how the election was publicized.” 
This was evident in the low attendance for the Elections 
Forum on October 1. As one candidate commented, “I Hu 
think that was a crucial event for the voters because that 
is where we discussed what we wanted for the school and io 
the students.” 1 f 

Even though the voter turnout declined this year, there For First Car Rep % 
was a larger ratio of candidates who ran. Fourteen candi- 
dates campaigned for the two positions of first year rep, 
and most of them stressed the importance of listening to 
their fellow first years and tried to identify the issues affect- 
ing frosh at UTSC. “We're all new to the school so we 
know very little about it....1 believe the most pressing issue 
for first year rep is actually having an issue at all,” states 
another candidate. 

The election race ended October 10 when the unofficial 
vote count named Raschelle Litchmore and Angela Mak 
the 2003-2004 first year reps. 


Chop Suey”. [I’m just multi-talented 
like that, so elect 


Weekly Haiku 
by Sachin Hingoo 


Hey look, R. Kelly. 
You peed on that little girl. 
But your new song's dope. 


matory topic here>. 


— call us at 416-287-7054 


— email us at undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


— or leave us an angry post-it note on our office door at $364 
(that’s right, it’s a portable...) 


_ http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 
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Going Radio Ga-Ga At Hart House 


Holly Cousineau 


During the next few weeks, Hart House invites you 
to explore two pieces of Nubuo Kubota’s Video Lab. The 
pieces, Radio Chamber and Loop Holes, are combina- 
tions of technology and sound mediums. 

Nubuo describes his Loop Holes piece as being 
“constructed using an empirical process. It uses the 
image and sound of sound singing. The structure of the 
work is concerned with the relationship and interplay 
between the predetermined half second pulse and the 
form of the singing and images superimposed upon it.” 

The presentation of the images on the monitors pres- 
ents an interesting twist on the conventional. Especially 
combined with Nubuo’s own sound poetry which seems 
to cyclically flow to the scenes on the screen creating a 
unique sensory experience. 

“Radio Chamber is a sonic sculpture constructed 
with twenty-five small transistor radios, each attached 
to its own one meter high thin steel rod, which is then 
hard wired into its own four foot grid pattern of five 
radios in five rows. This grid represents a miniaturiza- 
tion of the global grid of longitude/latitude. Each radio is 
tuned to a different frequency on the AM/FM radio dial. 
The result is a radioscape, a constantly shifting ‘found’ 
composition that engages physical space while inviting 
the listener to navigate through the radio chamber with 
both his eyes and ears. “ 

Radio Chamber, truly was amazing, walking across 
the grid each radio was tuned into a different station of 
music Yet, the arrangement was melodious, whether 
the station was news or industrial rock, there was a 
familiar place on the grid where the two blended wholly 
and acutely. At the first showing, October 9, there was 
a special performance by Nubuo and his guests in the 
Music Room. Their unique brand of sound poetry enter- 
tained a moderate crowd, giving rise to much applause 
and a few giggles now and then. The next day | met 
up with Mr. Kubota to ask him a few questions about 
his art: 


Were your pieces created spontaneously or with a 
particular order in mind? 


SOUNDTRACK 


BUS TOUR 


( COURTESY OF THE GALLERY, UTSC ) 


soundtracks takes a diverse look at how music and art have influenced each other over the 
course of the 20th century up until the early 21st century. Featuring some 70 Canadian 
artists and more than 200 works ranging from painting and sculpture to video and sound, 
soundtracks is structured in three separate but interrelated parts at 7 galleries in Toronto and 
environs. For more information on the exhibition visit www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~gallery or 


www.thepowerplant.org/soundtracks 


RE-PLAY 


David Armstrong Six, Joanne Bristol, Stan Douglas, Dave Dyment, Raymond Gervais, 
Rodney Graham, Pascal Grandmaison, Instant Coffee, Tim Lee, Ian Murray, Shannon 
Oksanen, Benny Nemerofsky Ramsay, Kevin Schmidt, Steven Shearer, Zin Taylor, Ron 


Terada, Althea Thauberger, Holly Ward. Curated bt Catherine Crowston and Barbara 


Fischer. 


There is a very specific order to it. It's based on a 
half second delay, every video on the monitor is the 
same video but each consecutive DVD is delayed 
by one half second. By the time you get to the ninth 
DVD the half second accumulates to 4seconds, which 
is quite long. This amount of time allows the images 
to be staggered. The pattern is not sequentially 
ordered, which creates an engaging randomness. 


What kinds of genre of music influence your sound 
poetry? ; 

There are many different sources of inspiration. I’ve 
played in the Artist Jazz Band and CCMC, which was 
an improvising orchestra, the piano player and bass 
player from the performance last Thursday were part 
of the original CCMC. Since it was an improvising 
orchestra, | could pretty much do whatever | wanted 
with my voice. Then there was another group that | 
played with that were quite famous for this genre of 
music. They were called The Four Horsemen and they 
were all poets, they influenced me quite a bit. When | 
spent some time in Japan | was studying sutras, which 
were in Chinese, which | didn’t understand. It takes a 
lot longer to memories sounds as opposed to memo- 
rizing language which has a conventional meaning. 
Then there was sound poetry, in which the Futurists, 
the Italian Futurists in particular impressed me as they 
were among the first to start using nonsense sounds. 
Then sound poetry faded and it was eventually revital- 
ized by the Dadaist and then eventually by a New York 
Group called the Fluxus. | come out of that tradition 
as well as jazz scat singing, | do a lot of scat singing. 


I’ve read that you spent a year at the Dairokuji Temple 
in Kyoto. How did this experience influence your art? 
| lived in Kyoto for just over a year. | spent part of that 
time in a Buddhist Zen Temple studying Zen, meditat- 
ing and chanting. But there were two reasons why | 
travelled to Japan. One was to explore my heritage 
and the other was to follow in the footsteps of the 
Dharma Bums. The Dharma Bums was a book written 


LAUNCH 


UTM 


Video Lab: Loop Holes and Radio 
Chamber 

Artist: Nobuo Kubota 

Running: October 9 till November 6 

Location: Hart House Gallery 

Hours: Monday to Friday 11am -7pm 
Saturday and Sunday 1pm - 4pm 


by Jack Kerouac. My time in Kyoto was very important 
for me in terms of understanding some of the tradi- 
tions of Japanese art and is highly influential in my art. 


Your art has been called meditative, cyclical and a 
unification between the eastern and western worlds. 
How do you feel about your art? 

| don’t know if it’s unification, I've had a lot of trouble 
around that issue. Being born in Canada and having my 
heritage in Japan. It’s a long story; it’s been somewhat 
difficult to come to terms with having been brought up 
in western terms and at the same time appreciating a 
lot of stuff in the Japanese culture, especially the old 
architecture and the very strong attempt to harmonize 
with nature. Much of the older stuff focused around a 
harmony between man and nature. These days we are 
all losing this rapidly especially in Japan, the whole cul- 
ture is being changed a lot. It’s all a result of science. 
The other conflict for me personally, was that | was 
brought up in what is referred to as the modernist view 
and at the same time | was exposed to the emerging 
post modern world. | don’t like particularly like the idea 
of labelling what | do. But most of my work is formal- 
ist, my work is quite formal and a lot of it is empirical 
as opposed to theoretical. As | get older | find it really 
doesn’t matter, | just do what | want to do, whether any- 
body likes it or not. 


RESERVE YOUR SEAT ON THE BUS 
FOR ONLY $2 
WWW.UTSC.UTORONTO.CA/~UTAC/ 
EVENTS.HTML 


October 22, 2003, Main entrance, UTSC 
7:00 pm - depart UTSC for Blackwood Gallery, 


9:00 pm - depart Blackwood Gallery for InterAccess 


Media Arts Centre 
10:00 pm - depart Interaccess for Karaoke Party at 


campus 


the Gladstone Hotel 
12:00 am - depart Gladstone returning to UTSC 


http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/—undergnd/ 
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reviews 


Ghosts of the Future — 


Amadeus Lives at CanStage 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 


Amadeus is a tricky show to execute. A fictional tale that is robed in 
truth. The play asks if Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s mysterious death in 
abject poverty might have been the result of something sinister. We are 
asked to consider that fellow composer Antonio Salieri might have had 
something to do with it. Although it is quite likely that the two men never 
actually met, we are led by narrator Salieri as he tells the tale of his quest 
to destroy Mozart because of jealousy over the musical gifts that God 
gave him. He refers to the audience as “ghosts of the future” that he has 
summoned. The lights come up in a flash and Salieri is looking at “us”, not 
the void or the void or the fourth wall. 

Salieri is portrayed with beauty and bravado by Dora winner David 
Storch and is a difficult role as he’s supposed to be a villian of sorts who 
inspires laughter and empathy from the audience. Storch’s performance 
is full of good humour and touching melancholy. So smooth are his transi- 
tions from hero to villain, from lover to fighter that he creates a wonder- 
fully believable character. 

Other standouts include Matthew Edison as the pompous, arrogant, 
and yet brilliant Mozart. Salieri’s real pain comes from the idea that 
Mozart is a foolish slob and he is a gentleman, yet Mozarts talents far 
outweigh his own. In this sense, Edison creates a hilarious yet fairly 
unlikable character. He places emphasis on the more decadent features 
of Mozarts personality, an attitude created from years and years of being 
spoiled. Robert Persichini also stands out as the foppish Emperor Joseph 
Il, providing the most effective comic relief as a ruler who can never seem 
to make up his mind about what he’s trying to say. 

The versatile set by Ken Macdonald allows the action to flow freely 
from one scene to another. Mostly made up of solid backdrops that 
moved in and out freely, the set changes occur breathlessly. Aside from 
one jarring moment when the back wall of the theatre was seen (exposed 
pipes and all), the set was sparse and didn’t attempt to interfere with the 
action itself. 

The show also serves as a sort of Mozart-for-dummies, as those 
unfamiliar with his work are given a short lesson in classical music his- 
tory. Works like “The Magic Flute,” “The Marriage of Figaro,” and the 
famous “Unfinished Symphony” are all given attention. The show opens 
with credits surprisingly enough. The title and main cast and crew credits 
are projected onto a white backdrop. The show was made into a success- 
ful film in 1985, so perhaps this reference is meant to show that the story 
really does belong on the stage, but that’s for each person to decide. 
Overall the show is a triumph, a beautiful collaboration of theatre and 
music that is both hilarious and moving. 

Amadeus runs until November 1st. www.canstage.com 


A David Storch as Salieri 


Hawksley rises at the Phoenix ‘ew tye 


Crammed among the hardcore, a full two hours — ing?’ 
before he’s set to appear and within arms’ reach of the ‘Well, that’s her right over there, in the red 
stage, | decided to do some field research. The phe- fedora...’ 


nomenon in question is one Hawksley Workman, a self- 
made, Toronto-bred musician of some renown in Paris, 
and despite big play on MuchMusic and Edge102, he 


| peek through the mob, and there she is, Meryll. | 
recognize her immediately: she stood directly in front 


still suffers at home. 

| can’t help but notice that legions of fans are wear- 
ing “Hello, my name is...” stickers, and they all say “Boo 
Meryll”. Hm. Weird, | think to myself. Why don’t | ask? 


‘Hey. How’s it going. So, who's Meryll?’ 


In less than a minute, Meryll, as | am so conde- 
scendingly informed, is a vile plague-woman in the chat 
room of Hawksley’s website. The army of the hardcore 
has banded together to smite her. With “Hello, my name 
is...” stickers. | would have known all of this, of course, if 
| were cool enough to be a regular in his chat room. 


‘So, what kind of stuff does she say that’s so annoy- 


‘hitp:/Awww.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 


of me at the last HW concert | attended (front row 
centre) and shouted tasteless vulgarities at the innocent 
songster, especially during the quieter, more intimate 
moments. | recall wanting very much to suckerpunch 
her then, and the feeling comes swelling back. But no, | 
tell myself, Hawksley wouldn't do that. 

Fists clenched, | no longer feel isolated in a sea of 
hysterical Hawkslesians. Now | feel right at home, like 
in a support group. Too bad no one had an extra sticker. 
Boo, Meryll. Boo. 

PS-I forgot the plug. The show was truly awesome, 
as they always are. You should buy his CD. Or at 
least check his website and download a track or two: 
www.hawksleyworkman.com. Who knows-you might 
even find Meryll lurking. 
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Jack rocks... 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


Movie: School of Rock 

Genre: Comedy 

Director: Richard Linklater 

Starring: Jack Black, Joan 
Cusack, Mike White 

Rating: 3.5/5 


Jack Black’s newest movie casts him with a class of pre-pubes- 
cent prep school kids in a film that appeals to a strangely eclectic 
crowd. Jack Black plays Dewey Finn, a down-on-his-luck indy rocker 
mooching rent off his timid friend Ned Schneebly (there’s a teacher’s 
name) played by Mike White and his hard ass girlfriend Patty (Sarah 
Silverman). Forced to work for his rent, Dewey poses as a substitute 
teacher at a local private school. Upon finding out the children have 
musical talent, Dewey attempts to mold them into a rock band in order 
to compete in the battle of the bands. 

Despite what you have probably come to expect from movies that 
pair stars with children (*cough-Kindergarten Cop-cough*, *cough- 
Daddy Daycare-cough”*), this is not a weakly strung story where the 
actor gives a recycled performance and the child actors try to be cute 
and adorable. I’m not saying that doesn’t happen, I’m just saying this 
isn’t just another one of those movies. 

The movie is set apart by two very important factors. First, the sub- 
ject matter of the movie isn’t a contrived plot meant to force the story 
forward against its will. You can tell that everyone involved in this film 
have a passion for the rock music and appreciates what a cool idea it 
would be to teach a class room full of young, impressionable minds 
what good music is. This might not appeal to viewers who don't like 
rock music, but it adds substance to the script. In addition, Black’s per- 
formance lends some meaning and heart to his regular array of physical 
comedy antics. He’s not just pitching around, trying to act goofy as he 
rocks out in front of his class; he’s teaching a rock n’ roll. 

The second thing that lends this movie some substance is that the 
child actors aren't annoying. Instead of being given clichéd, overde- 
veloped, stereotypical roles that are beaten into the audience in every 
scene, the children’s characters react to Black’s craziness. Their char- 
acters are cute, funny and rounded out without feeling too contrived. 

The result of this combination is a goofy comedy that is actually 
well put together and entertaining. Black’s oddly charismatic antics are 
as funny as ever, more so since he’s in his rock and roll element, the 
children’s reactions to their new education are funnier than most would 
expect and the story rolls along predictably. Even the stereotypical 
character of the uptight school’s principle (Joan Cusack) seems a little 
more interesting and fleshed out than usual. 

School of Rock is a damn funny movie that will likely appeal to 
anyone who likes Jack Black’s brand of comedy, but for anyone 
who actually likes the classics of rock this movie has extra appeal. 
The enjoyment of Jack Black’s enthusiastic comedy is immediately 
increased when you care for what he’s talking about and hearing 
him preach the virtues of Hendrix and Zeppelin to kids who aren't old 
enough to have heard Nirvana is just way too much fun. 


Reviews : 


..and Uma kills 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


Movie: Kill Bill Vol. 1 

Genre: Action homage 

Director: Quentin Tarantino 

Starring: Uma Thurman, David 
Carradine, Vivica A. Fox, Lucy 
Liu, Daryl Hannah 

Rating: 4/5 


Quentin Tarantino’s fourth film was cut in half for being too long. 
After watching volume one of Kill Bill, it makes a lot of sense. Not 
because three and a half hours is too long for an action movie. Not 
because the audience is beginning to lose interest towards the end of 
volume one (which is unlikely). Kill Bill needs to be cut in two because 
after two hours of some of the most insane, stylized, violent and non- 
stop action ever seen in popular American cinema, one needs to collect 
themselves. 

The first thing that needs to be established is that this is not a movie 
heavy on plot. Tarantino establishes the entire story in the first few min- 
utes: this is arevenge movie. The heroine of this movie, known only as 
The Bride, a.k.a. Black Mamba (Uma Thurman), has her entire wedding 
party wiped out by a team of assassins led by Bill (David Carradine, 
a.k.a. Kwai Chang Caine from Kung Fu) who we are led to believe is 
a jealous ex/assassin overlord. Surviving death, she makes a list of 
people and commences with the vengeance for the rest of the movie. 

While not heavy on the plot, Kill Bill is very heavy on the style. This 
whole movie is Tarantino paying homage to the inspirations of the kung 
fu/cowboy/samurai genre with a style that is undeniably his own. The 
movie is filled with references to dozens of Hong Kong and Japanese 
action movie makers, from the deadly guillotine wielding school girl to 
the theme music from the old Green Hornet show. Cut into chapters, 
the movie leaps from style to style, sometimes spending an entire chap- 
ter immersed in a specific mode of inspiration, from the old Japanese 
sword smith and his bumbling understudy to an entire Japanese anime 
lodged right in the middle of the movie. 

Despite how much it draws from these other movies, Kill Bill is unde- 
niably Tarantino. While it may seem strange that the director so famed 
for his long and clever conversations would make a movie with hardly 
any real dialogue, his style is undeniable. The music is the most striking 
of the director’s signature qualities. Kill Bill makes brilliant use of music 
to help shape the each scene, from the haunting opening song (by 
Nancy Sinatra) to guitar tracks similar to those in Pulp Fiction (though 
somehow given an eastern flavor) to more traditional, creepy sound 
cues (every time The Bride goes into a flash back the most offsetting 
music interrupts the action). The cool, slick attitude of the characters is 
another clear mark of Tarantino on the genre (with the possible excep- 
tion of Daryl Hannah’s female assassin who is the only disappointing 
aspect of the cast). 

| could continue to rant for sometime on how incredibly Tarantino 
makes a masterpiece of mixing his own unmistakable style with that of 
the traditional roots of this bloody action massacre, but only the people 
who know what I’m talking about would be interested. Allow me to 
summarize. Kill Bill is a gore-filled, globe trotting, excellently choreo- 
graphed samurai movie that leaps headfirst into the action and doesn’t 
stop until the credits roll. Clearly, this isn’t the kind of movie that will 
appeal to everyone. But it is also a work of art in that it is the most pure, 
undiluted action movie to be released in recent memory. 

If your stomach isn’t turned by blood and your sensitive dignity not 
lowered by the action genre, than Kill Bill Vol. 1 presents the first half of 
what will become a definitive landmark in action movies. And despite 
the two dimensional plot, the cliffhanger the ending, the movie will actu- 
ally make you desperate to see vol. 2 (due out in February), not so you 
can see more gore, but rather to find out what happens when Uma 
finally gets to kill Bill. 
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| Outkast Brings Style Back to the Wasteland 


Group: Outkast 
Album: OUTKAST - Speakerboxxx/The Love Below 
Rating: 5/5 


Every rap artist and his mom will tell you that their album is differ- 
ent, that it pushes boundaries. They'll tell you that they’re trying to 
change the game, flip the script, and take hip-hop in a new direction. 
Those artists, for the most part, are dirty liars that are trying to get you 
to shell out twenty bucks on that krunked up piece of crap they made in 
x their basement. Let's face it, most of hip-hop these days is straight for- 
mulaic garbage. Between the Nelly’s and the Chingy’s, Ja Rule’s and 
‘ the million other clowns trying to imitate them, there’s not a whole lot of 
choice for people that are halfway literate and know that there is only 
one ‘rin the word “here” and that even the most ghetto-slang slinging 
retard knows that “ondolay ondolay mami El, El, oh-oh” doesn’t pass 
for a sentence outside of Kabul. When Missy, Fifty, and Nas aren't on 
the radio, Biggie and ‘Pac are spinning in their graves at a rate fast 
enough to power Jigga’s Escalade. Hip-hop is a wasteland. 

So when you turn on the new Outkast double-CD, you might be a 
bit wary of what to expect. Allow me to assuage your fears kids - this 
CD is wall-to-wall classic. Like a pink-feather-boa-clad superhero, 
Andre 3000 and Big Boi have returned to save hip-hop, each with their 
own disc, each crafting their idea of where hip-hop is headed. But 
differences aside, make no mistake - this is where hip-hop will be ten 
years from now when people like Nelly are back pumping gas in St. 
Lou. Unafraid to dabble in genres like 60’s-style mod-rock, electro, 
drum and bass, and of course, funk, Dre and Big have created two 
drastically different CD’s that are unlike anything that the game has 
ever seen. The first single, “Hey Ya”, is being played on rock stations, 
after all. 

Look, | could write pages and pages extolling the high points of this 
double CD, but | can probably save some time and say, don’t download 
this album - it’s worth the money to buy it. With such diverse collabora- 
tors from Jigga to Norah Jones to Kelis, you can definitely say that the 
Atlanta duo has raised the bar once again. Ondalay. 
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Twelvth Annual NOTICE OF MEETINGS 


VICTORIA COLLEGE BOOK SALE 2003-2004 SCSU Board of Directors Meeting Schedule 


% Thousands of good used books! Bate bce: Time Location 
# All subjects! Amazing prices! ait Rinvcpeniere ee aS ee ee site 
rh ; - 4 Thursday, October 9, 2003 am - 2pm 
2 Friday, Oct. 17: 12 noon 8 p.m. Thursday, October 23, 2003 {1am- 2pm 3403 
4 ($3.00 admission - Thursday, November 6, 2003 11am - 2pm $403 
 § students free with ID) — Thursday, November 20,2003 11am-2pm — $403 
= Sat. Oct. 18: 10 a.m - 5 p.m. : : Thursday, November 27, 2003° 11am - 2pm S403 
3 Suns Oe 402 Tues: Oct OT. Thursday, December 4, 2003 11am-2pm_— $403 
; } - é 7 Friday, January 9, 2004 4pm - 7pm $403 
4 12 noon - 8 p.m. | Friday, January 23,2004 = 4pm-7pm_=—s—(itsté«S 403 
| ® ; : 5 Friday, February 6, 2004 4pm - 7pm $403 
2 ff Friday, February 20,2004 = 4pm- 7pm $403 
ee Friday, March 5, 2004 4pm - 7pm $403 
a ALUMNI HALL AND CHAPEL, OLD VIC Friday, March 19, 2004 Pine te - §403 


91 Charles Street West at Friday, April 2, 2004 apr TEM ri, 
Museum Subway Exit 
For more information call Annual General Meeting 


416-585-4521, ext.3807 or For more information, contact: Scarborough 


Campus 


416-585-4471 scsu@utsc.utoronto.ca Ay peraed 
Lee Phone: 416-287-7047 
Proceeds to Victoria University Library Room: B-330 & | && 
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ADVERTISEMENTS! 


Virtual Calling Cards Call Anytime, 


es the freedom hori america 


m2 ye _ The Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Programme ry \ oy y for 


The Government of Japan invites Canadian university graduates (by July 2004) to apply for | Seay, a a © 
positions as Assistant Language Teachers or Co-ordinators for International Relations at schools and fd 
government offices throughout Japan. Renewable one-year contracts begin late July or early August ' cents/minute 
2004 with a salary of 3,600,000 yen (approximately C$44,000) after tax. giot x 

Applicants should be enthusiastic about Japan, have an excellent command of the English 
language, and be mentally and physically prepared for the challenges of living and working in a foreign Se 
environment. For detailed information about the programme, or to download an application package in SIGN UP NOW! 
Adobe Acrobat (PDF) format, visit: , www.onlinetel.com 


http://www.toronto.ca.emb-japan.go.jp 2 sete 


SON : : aie eS information 
Applications are available from Advising Career and Student Success Centre or: : oes 2 2 call 1-866-888-8222 


The Consulate General of Japan, JET Desk, Suite 3300, 77 King Street, Toronto MSK 1A1 
tel (416) 363 5488 — fax (416) 363 6074 — E-mail access@japancg-toronto.org Monthly 


SUBSCRIPTION 
Meet a JET Programme representative at UTSC during a JET Info Session — Oct.22 — details in the Career Centre ott: <)/E@ to most major Canadian cities. 
ae a 24.95 
F a 


“APPLICATION DEADLINE IS NOVEMBER 21 2003 — Do NOT SEND RESUMES Cénlines 


Onlinetel Corp. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Eiger Technology Inc., a publicly traded company on the TSX. (AXA) 


Become a Doctor of 
Chiropractic. 


¢ A contemporary curriculum that The Recruit in 


integrates basic and clinical science. Canada Graduate Fair 
¢ Earn a Doctor of Chiropractic degree 


in our 10 trimester program. Sheraton Centre 
¢ Apply your knowledge and Downtown ‘Toronto 


techniques during a full year of 
clinical experience at our four sites. October 18th 

¢ Customize your education to 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
specialize in sports, geriatric, eee 
pediatric practices or prepare for Steve Budgar 


a career in research or teaching. Admissions Representative | 


Contact the Admissions Office at NYGC for more information 


EWA @) Ne at 1-800-234-6922 or visit www.nyce.edu. 
@slixe)ywNesa(e : | 


COE CECSL 2360 Route 89 « Seneca Falls New York 13148 


IR RUAMENTARNS IN PARTNERSHIP wir THE ‘CENTRE. FOR INTERNATIONAL 


October 31, 2003, 


Essays will be judged on originality, creativity and good substance. 
Winners will be invited to Ottawa to receive their prizes and be 
familiarized with how the Government of Canada functions 


Submit essays to: 


The Educational Foundation (CAFP), P.O.Box 768, West Block, 
House of Commons Ottawa (ON) KIA 0A6 
7 1-888-567-4764 
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News Editor 


Two weekends ago, | had the 
opportunity to attend an event at Trent 
University called “Head of The Trent.” 
One of my buddies has been going to 
school at Trent for the last four years, 
and every year | have declined his 
invitation to this event. | have either 
been too busy or could not be bothered 
to make the trip down to Peterborough, 
where Trent is located. However, this 
being my final year in my undergradu- 
ate program, | figured that this might 
be my last chance to experience the 
“Head of The Trent.” So, | went and 
surprisingly was in for a bit of a student- 
life culture shock. 

This particular event officially 
started at 12pm on Saturday and 
ended at about 6pm, but it unofficially 
ended at about 3:30am in the morning 
for me. Upon driving up the snake-like 
road to the main entrance of Trent, | 
was not sure exactly what to expect. 
Either way, because of the non-exis- 
tent social life at UTSC, | have toured 
numerous universities in Ontario and 
have experienced many of their tradi- 
tional events. Come what may, | felt as 
though | had seen it all and was ready 
for a party. 

As we turned the last corner and 
finally reached the main entrance of 
campus, the only thing that | could 
mutter was, “Holy Shit...” Before me 
stood a parking lot filled with about 
350 students drinking it up, partying it 
up, and all around having a good time. 
The idea for the event is pretty simple: 
it's not really a giant beer garden party, 


as some may say, but a boat race on 
the Otonabee River that is 4.7km long 
and ends at the Faryon Bridge, which 
is located back at Trent University 
and is in clear view of all the students 
who are partying on campus. Various 
university rowing teams participate in 
this race, such as Trent and U of T. 
Unfortunately, | missed the race, but 
truth be told, | was only showing up for 
the party in the parking lot. 

The organization of the event was 
spectacular, and everyone came out 
a winner. The school made a hefty 
profit in selling quality beer mugs for 
$12 and beers for $3, which everyone 
used to drink out of, and the students 
had one hell of a time watching the 
race and attending an outdoor fall keg 
party. There was a radio station set 
up outside, blasting some great tunes, 
and all the students could talk about 
was where the after party was going to 
be later that night. The proper authority 
figures were present as well, so safety 
was never an issue. Identification was 
checked by police on the way in, a 
parameter was set-up so that students 
didn’t walk aimlessly around campus 
with open alcoholic beverages, and 
medics were present just in case any 
unforeseen incidents took place. 

On my way home from the “Head 
of the Trent” the next day, despite my 
massive hangover, | pondered why 
UTSC is unable to put on an event of 
equal caliber. It's surely not a matter 
of student bodies, because we are the 


same size, if not bigger, than Trent. So, 


what is holding back UTSC from having 
an annual party of its own or at least 
one good blow out a year? There are 
a number of factors involved, which all 
stem from the politics at UTSC. 

For starters, UTSC is a school of 
numerous student unions, clubs, man- 
agers, etc. The list goes on and on, 
and the point is that trying to organize 
and hold an event that involves alcohol 
is anext to impossible task. Most clubs 
take their events off campus because 
of the difficulty in trying to organize an 
event at this school. For those new to 
UTSC, our school for the most part, 
has a template of social events that 
is run by the SCSU, and it is practi- 
cally the same every year. Been there, 
done that, no one shows up - except 
for the Halloween Party. The list of 
social events this year can be found 
on the SCSU website, www.scsu.ca. 
Currently, the SCSU does not have a 
Social Activities Officer, whose job is to 
create, organize, and carry out events 
for the student body. This may give 
some reason to the lack of new events 
this year. The elections for a Social 
Activities Officer took place October 
8-9'", so this role should be filled soon. 
In the meantime, Vice President of 
Students, Anjali Mohan has been run- 
ning the show. 

There is one individual that | have 
not had the chance of speaking to, 
whom | believe can provide many 
pieces to this puzzle. This man is Peter 
Smith, Manager of Foods and Services 
at UTSC. For some reason, | get the 
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impression that this individual is the 
party pooper for many potential events 
on campus. Case in point - pub nights 
in the meeting place, where the bar is 
closed off from the rest of the party. 
Before | get ahead of myself, | plan on 
speaking with Mr. Smith regarding the 
matter of social events and alcohol at 
UTSC. 

After all of this, | am kind of lost 
as to what exactly | am trying to say. 
Maybe it is that UTSC will always be 
the underdog of social life in compari- 
son to other campuses. Or maybe it 
is that UTSC, because of its politics, 
make it impossible to have any “fun” on 
campus. | have attended many events 
this year, and none of them have a turn 
out that spells school spirit. Early this 
year, there was the MESA Block-O 
Welcome Back Party, that even had 
Flow 93.5 set up a tent and deejay 
booth, and still the amount of students 
that showed up was pathetic. 

| guess it all comes down to school 
spirit, of which | am not entirely sure 
we have. If someone were to say to 
me school spirit and UTSC, | would 
think of SCSU setting up a silly sumo 
ring or joust circle in the Meeting Place. 
We need more then that, we deserve 
more. Sadly enough, the party savior 
for UTSC has yet to surface. But for 
those eager students looking for a cru- 
sade to embark on, this is a battle often 
left standing... 
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by Mark Tossegi, Bacond City art Ng Ng Py, In 
‘| Wrote This On The Bus” mel Jaye 

written and directed by Jessica deBruyn 


‘Tre Birs ‘nw’ Bires Guy Gers BusTep’ 
BY ADAM McNAMARA 


“Two Steps” by Ibrahim Ng, directed by Kristen Taylor 


The Danger Box Improv Company 
“The 13 Clocks” by James Thurber, directed by Kate Heming 


“Hedges” by Dave Carley, 
directed by Andrew Epstein 


"STUGIES INTENSION” 8¥ JOHN LOERCENER 


October 29 - 31 in the L.L.B.T. 


S6 for Drama Society members/S$8 general 
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5:30 on a Monday evening. | have been stuck in the 
worst Thanksgiving traffic that Burlington has ever seen 
for approximately 2 hours now, and I’m not even past 
the border of the neighbouring town of Oakville. My late 
departure is proving to be the worst case of rush-hour 
traffic ever, (It was actually, as | was about to find out, 
the cause of a rather messy pile-up on the QEW. Three 
ambulances are just about to pass me on the shoulder 
of the highway, and the two lanes to my left are actually 
blocked by two cars, one on top of the other, and a fire 
truck. My condolences go out to their passengers and 
drivers.) and | am cursing the Thanksgiving wedding 
weekend | had just experienced. My mind wanders 
through the topics of conversation which occurred in 
these past few weeks, and that occurred at this wed- 
ding. One topic that seems to be raising a multitude 
of questions is that of threesomes. Strike One. At the 
wedding, a group of men and women, ages ranging 
from 16 to 75, of varying religions, backgrounds and 
sexual orientations talked with me over multiple glasses 
of wine, water, and cocktails from the open bar. Alarge 
conversation about threesomes actually occurred when 
my grandmother announced to everyone at the wed- 
ding that | was now a sex columnist. Strike two. It’s 
surprising what kind of things a 75-year-old can tell you 
about threesomes. | am daydreaming Eastward, in the 
direction of my flat, and nervously drumming a silver 
c.d. containing my latest sex file in the space between 
the rim of my steering wheel and the place where my 
non-functioning horn switch should be. A car, full of 
attractive students from Queen’s University also head- 
ing East, stops in the passing lane (there is nowhere for 
them to actually go) and starts talking to me. They ask 
me about the c.d. jewel case I’m fidgeting with. | tell 
them what its contents are- that I’m a sex columnist, and 
on the c.d. is this week’s article, and that is well past its 
deadline- So one of the guys asks me if I’ve ever done 
an article about threesomes. Strike three. | decided at 
that particular moment that the article in my hand was 
delayed for a reason. | should be writing about three- 
somes today! 


What is a threesome? 

Firstly, | would like to define the concept. During 
the conversation at the wedding, one woman asked 
me exactly what | considered a threesome to be. The 
name “threesome” carries a large stigma and is easily 
recognized as involving the number “three”, but the 
boundaries of what the act entails can be a little blurry. 
Let me see if | can clarify these boundaries for the pur- 
pose of this article. A threesome is a sexual interaction 
between three participants. This interaction can have 
various degrees of intimacy, and the level of interaction 
between each of the three participants can vary within 
the threesome. The participants might represent any 
combination of sex, gender, or sexual orientations. 
They may be complete strangers or close friends, or 
even be in a relationship with one or more of the other 
participants. These possible combinations of situations 


are endless, which is why it can be so difficult to define 
the occurrence specifically. Does there have to be 
penetrative intercourse occurring in order for the event 
to be considered a threesome? No, although there 
may be. Oral sex, manual sex, the use of toys and any 
other form of sexual expression can occur. 


Are threesomes better involving strangers or 
involving friends? 

“Better” is a difficult thing to define. Whether sex 
occurs between strangers or between people who 
know each other well really depends on the people 
involved. Some find it exhilarating and exciting to 
have sex with strangers. | have often heard couples 
say in the past “we would only have a threesome with 
some hot chick/guy who we’d never see again.” The 
level of anonymity involved with strangers makes 
the threesome take on a one-night-stand quality that 
might make it easier for these couples to carry on with 
their day-to-day relationship outside of the event. (* 
| always urge that safe sex should be practiced, so 
please use protection, ESPECIALLY in the case of 
the unknown.) In my experience, this statement is 


sometimes caused by a lack of confidence with the situ- 


ation. By saying it would only occur with a stranger, the 
person may be stating that the chances of it occurring at 
that time are not of a serious consideration. This might 
mean that the person is not 100% comfortable with the 
idea, their sexual experimentation, or with the idea of 
their friends being involved in their sex lives. Otherwise, 
some people just prefer the anonymity, or don’t know 
anyone they'd want to have a threesome with. 


On the other side of the spectrum, including a close 
friend or two in a threesome can increase the level of 
comfort for everyone involved, as long as that level 
of comfort exists prior to the interaction. With close 
friends, a certain level of trust, understanding and com- 
munication exists. That can have the benefit of making 
the situation more comfortable and also easier to com- 
municate within. Before, during, and after a threesome 
occurs with friends, the level of sexual interaction can 
be gauged, and it can be more easily estimated how at 
ease each person involved is. Sexual involvement with 


friends, however, runs the risk of changing otherwise 


platonic relationships and changing the level of com- 
fort and expectations within the friendships outside of 
the event however, so it is important to communicate 
whether the threesome is an experimentation, a one- 
time-event, or whether it is a plateau of further sexual 
interaction between the individuals involved. It is impor- 
tant that this be communicated whether the threesome 
is the product of a couple bringing home a third party 
from a bar, or whether it is a trio of close friends trying 
something new. 

No matter what the situation, | believe that a three- 
some can only be successful for all parties involved if 
there is a mutual communication, understanding, and 
level of comfort with all three people. As it is with any 


- be taken. My advice on the matter: take it slow, mak 
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relationship, communication is important in order t 
address everyone's needs and concerns. If at any poin 
one of the participants changes their level of involve 
ment, is uncomfortable, or wants to stop altogether, it i 
important that they can express and address their con 
cerns. Sex can be complicated and the more peopl 
are involved in the mix, the more considerations mus 


sure everyone’s comfortable, and ensure that everyon 
knows where everyone stands. Beyond that, if havin 
a threesome is of interest to you, think about how, why, 
and with whom, and have some (safe, protected) fun. 


Questions of the week: ; 

I'd like to hear from you, my readers, what your 
opinions are on the matter. In addition to submitting 
your questions and comments in person or by email, 
(drop-boxes for your anonymous questions and com-_ 
ments: coming soon.) I'd like for you to answer a few 
opinion questions about the topic this issue. | promise — 
(as always) absolute anonymity and discretion. Your 
opinions are appreciated and important. I'll post the 
results next issue. Until then, be safe, have fun, and let — 
me know what you want to know. 


Would you ever be involved in a threesome? 
YES NO 

Would you rather have a threesome with: 

2 FRIENDS 

2 STRANGERS 

1 OF EACH 

Would you rather have a threesome with: 

2 PEOPLE OF THE OPPOSITE SEX 

2 PEOPLE OF THE SAME SEX 

1 MALE and 1 FEMALE 
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A former UTSC student’s path less taken 


Ever wondered what it would be like 
to start your own business or pursue that 
acting dream that your parents would 
never support? University prepares us 
for that job that will ensure us money, 
prestige and insurance benefits. For 
most students it’s scary to think about 
what would happen if we veered from 
convention and became a fire fighter, 
ballerina or clown. Although not a guar- 
anteed path in achieving financial suc- 
cess, it would fulfill us in other ways and 
that is why Sveta Kohli, a former UTSC 
student, is so fascinating. Always under 
the watchful eye of a teacher or a boss 
she decided to establish her own com- 
pany, one that showcased her talents in 
fashion and design. Maybe the majority 
of us will never get to realize that child- 
hood dream job but Sveta is an example 
of someone who has. 

It's 9 p.m. on a Thursday night, 
and Sveta Kohli is making the finishing 
touches on a small, embroidered pillow. 
She starts by telling me who god is, 
apparently it’s Oprah’s Dr. Phil and his 
philosophy is one she possesses as well, 
“scratch when it itches.” It’s a phrase 
she’s been trying to adhere to all her life. 
She is, by definition, a lot of things: an 
interior designer, an actor and a fash- 
ion-stylist. She is provocative, sensi- 
tive, spiritual and constantly searching 
for truth. She is a registered member 
of the Toronto Fashion Incubator and 
recently contributed to the Canadian 
Cancer Society Bra auction by designing 
two bras inspired by Shania Twain and 
Jeanne Beker from Fashion Television. 
She has a Bachelor’s Degree in Arts 
& Interior Design and her film credits 
include Atom Egoyan’s Calendar, as well 
as Deepa Mehta’s Bollywood-Hollywood. 


She also hosted the popular Indian show 
Sounds of Asia on Toronto’s CityTV for 
3 years. Despite this long list of credits, 
her current project is her design com- 
pany, Sveta’s Creations. Founded after 
the realization that she could no longer 
be bound by someone else’s rules and 
regulations, Sveta used her creativity to 
her advantage, starting a business that 
even in its infancy has made tremen- 
dous strides in redefining female style. 
Sveta’s Creations is a haven where East 
meets West. It is a complete lifestyle 
store - clothing, jewelry, art, accessories, 
antiques and home furnishings. Inspired 
by her South-Asian heritage and her 
Canadian identity, diversity is reflected in 
all her designs. 

What is a typical day for this wonder 
woman? The day starts at 6 a.m. with 
one of her seamstresses seeking consul- 
tation on a pattern problem. As a result, 
she stumbles out of bed, a brush in both 
her hair and mouth, she ends up in front 
of her computer at 7 a.m. answering 
the various e-mails sent from India or 
Thailand while she was asleep. 8 a.m. 
rolls around with the hum of the tread- 
mill permeating throughout her house 
keeping her in both mental and physi- 
cal health. It may be those endorphins 
released during exercise but it starts 
her day energized and after a bowl of 
oatmeal with almonds she picks up her 
one addiction, chai, before she works, 
works, works. Locked in her design 
studio located on the top floor of her 
house, she spends long hours and days 
materializing those ideas that constantly 
float through her mind. Search parties by 
family members are usually sent to check 
on her status; but when she emerges, 
the time spent in isolation produces 


several one of a kind pieces of jewelry 
and clothing. Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays are defined by this routine 
while Thursdays prove to be the most 
hectic as she hits the road to conduct 
one on one meetings with pattern-cut- 
ters or potential clients. While most of us 
look forward to a weekend of relaxation, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday brings 
more work for Sveta as she must conduct 
fashion research, updating herself on the 
latest trends all the while schmoozing 
and running to appointments with cli- 
ents. The one consistency in her busy 
work schedule seems to be the endless 
ringing provided by both her mobile and 
business phones. Is there such a thing 
as rest for this superwoman? Rarely, 
she says, sharing with me that “there are 
days when you want to cry because you 
are overwhelmed with everything and 
people just can’t understand it.” Crying 
however, is her therapy, something she 
believes it’s a sign of strength and not of 
weakness. It makes one’s eyes brighter 
and releases the heaviness we all place 
on ourselves. When night arrives, she is 
engulfed in sketching, finally dozing off in 
order to prepare for another day of hard 
work and new opportunities. 

In the end it’s family and determina- 
tion that keeps her going despite those 
who try to bring her down. For those 
who choose to take that leap of starting a 
business, Sveta gives only one piece of 
advice, “passion must always drive you, 
it has to be in your blood in order to truly 
achieve success.” 

For more information about Sveta 
and Sveta’s Creation please log on to 
www.svetascreations.com. 


Wednesday, October 15, 2003 


A One of Sveta’s creation 
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Frustrating to be a Faithful Fan 


RS 


Anyone can agree that the people of Toronto are 


" true sports fans and are genuinely proud of their profes- 


sional teams - ruling out the Argonauts (my apologies 
to the one die-hard Argo fan at UTSC). However, from 
looking at the rich and relatively recent history of our 
sports franchises, what the fuck can the fans of Toronto 
be proud about? Are we proud of missing the playoffs for 
10 consecutive seasons since what was our last World 
Series? Are we proud about our last Stanley Cup in 67’ 
when there were only 6 teams in the league? Are we 
proud about the fact we now have the best NBA team in 
Canada? For a city that has the 5" largest population in 
North America, we should expect more from its sports 
franchises. Being a fan of the Blue Jays, Raptors and 
Maple Leafs is like watching a U of T football game - 
excruciatingly painful to watch and agonizing to follow. 

Two major aspects of being a sports fan is being a 
critic of the team and sticking through the thick and thin 
times. However, it’s heartbreaking, frustrating and dif- 
ficult to follow and be a fan of the pro teams in Toronto, 
not because we are losing at this particular time, but 
because the teams will never truly maximize their 
potential as a franchise due to various reasons. 

| don’t expect to see the day when | will be cheering 
up and down Yonge St., celebrating a World Series title, 
NBA Championship, or Stanley Cup, but | do expect to 
see the day when our franchises are sold for 70 cents 
on the dollar to the highest American bidder. 

| want to make one thing clear: | am not turning my 
back on these teams. | have not fallen off the band- 
wagon. Instead, | am riding shotgun with my seatbelt 
safely strapped on. Nevertheless people, faith is hoping 
in something you cannot see and reality exists through 
facts. 

Before every season begins, we as fans always 
have a spark of optimism, though at the end of the 
year, all we're left with is a bitter taste in our mouths. 
Of course every team goes through a funk, a phase, a 


Eric Lee 
Sports Editor 


period where they will lose, or just be mediocre - but it 
feels like Toronto is destined to remain in its mediocrity. 

| can hear you readers thinking, “but remember the 
back-to-back World Series titles in 92 and 93?” Yes, 
those were bright shining, Kodak moments for Toronto 
sports history, but the Jays had an assemble of stars, a 
brilliant G.M., and a pricey payroll back then. Right now, 
the team motto is, “do as best as we can, for as little as 
we can pay.” One of the most important reasons why 
the 92 and 93 teams worked was because the play- 
ers didn’t mind playing in Toronto and in the Skydome 
(a.k.a. Steel Igloo). 

A few weeks ago | had the opportunity of interrupting 
Carlos Delgado’s lunch at the Rainforest Café to ask him 
for an autograph and a few small-talk questions. “Are 
you going to stay in Toronto next year?” His response, 
“Next year is the last year of my contract, so we'll see”. 
From the looks and sounds of his response, it seemed 
like he already has his plane ticket and bags packed, 
unless we make him the highest paid 1st Baseman in 
baseball. But it’s not his fault, sports is a business, and 
money talks. We could get Delgado to play in fucking 
Nunavut - if the price was right. 

If Delgado does leave, he won't be the only player 
who has. Remember Roger Clemens, David Wells, and 
Shawn Green who was said to be a Mickey Mantle 
clone but was traded for an obviously less talented 
Raul Mondesi. Green signed a $14 million dollar a year 
contract with the Dodgers, which is way too rich for our 
blood. But who ultimately pays his contract? The fans 
do. If we were selling out every game like we did in 92 
and 93, then maybe we could afford a Shawn Green, 
but without big names, does anybody want to pay to see 
the Jays lose? 

As a fan it frustrates me to see our best talents 
traded away for unproven youths who never amount to 
anything anyway. Who’s next to leave, Vernon Wells, 
Roy Halladay? All the trades Toronto makes ends up 
being one-sided and Toronto is never able to sign brand 
name free agents. The organization’s response is that 
we are in a “rebuilding phase.” With this amount of 
rebuilding time, we could have built the Pyramids. of 
Egypt. Eventually, without fan support, without having 
a decent roster that combines both youth and veterans, 
and without owners who are willing to raise the payroll, 
the Jays are doomed to follow in the footsteps of the 
Montreal Expos. It feels like déja vu to me. 

The Raptors and the Blue Jays have a lot in common 
besides their hideous fucking logos and uniforms. The 
Raps have also seen their best talents leave once they 
have been groomed and nurtured, and hit their prime. 

Who can’t forget Tracy McGrady? With such self- 
ish punk, we could have beaten the Sixers in the East 
finals, and could have been a contender for years to 
come. But | really can’t be hating a guy who left for the 
warm beaches of Florida to become the go-to guy of a 
franchise and make $92 million in the process. In this 
case, it wasn’t the organization’s fault because they 
truly, but ignorantly felt they could re-sign him. Others to 
leave via free agency, or be traded for virtually nothing: 
Damon Stoudamire, Doug Christie, Kenny Anderson, 
Chauncey Billups and Marcus Camby. 
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The only players who we can actually get to sign fat, 
long-term contracts are super-nice guys such as Antonio 
Davis or Junk Yard Dog, who seems like they don’t mind 
playing in Toronto. These guys may be great for the city, 
but are overrated and overpaid. Plus, the Raptors are 
incapable of signing any free agent studs, no matter 
how much money is thrown at them because there are 
always 2 or 3 other teams that are willing to pay the 
same price. In the end, its all about the Benjamin’s, not 
about the Borden’s. 

After an injury-plagued year, it's obvious that fans 
are becoming restless with our superstar, Vince Carter. 
Will he bounce back to become the insane, explosive 
player of old, or will he become just another jump 
shooter with limited hoops, too pussy to take the ball to 
the rim? If he doesn’t become his old self soon, the fran- 
chise could very easily lose fan support and ultimately 
end up just like the Grizzlies. 

In the team’s nine years of existence, they have 
exceeded all expectations, but these expectations 
weren't very high to begin with. If there is anyone who 
thinks the Raptors will win the East, even with a healthy 
Vince Carter, they don’t know much about basketball. 
We are a 7-8" seed at best. Maybe if Toronto had 
landed LeBron, Carmello, or Darko in the draft, if the 
Latrell Sprewell deal fell through, or if Chris Bosh turns 
into the next Kevin Garnett, then maybe the team has 
the potential to really compete - otherwise the Toronto 
Raptors are just a mediocre team and will remain this 
way. : 

In my view, The Leafs are the most heartbreaking 
team to watch. Toronto is the true “Hockey Town” of the 
world, the love and support for this team is through the 
roof, and the expectations are just as high. 

Year after year, the team has an entertaining playoff 
run that always ends short, leaving us fans very unsat- 
isfied. I’m sorry to re-open old wounds, but we can all 
remember the feeling we had when Cujo let in the weak 
goal against the Canes. The problem is that the media, 
organization, management, and fans know this team is 
built solid enough to compete, but not built to win the 
Stanley Cup. 

Maple Leaf fans are genuine. |’m not talking about 
the corporate suits, sitting in platinum seats, network- 
ing on their cell phones, then leave in the 3° period 
when the score is tied. Real Leaf fans will always stand 
by their team, whether or not they are losing, but our 
patience is running thin. The major beef | have is that 
because every game is sold-out, because fans pay 
ridiculous prices from the small cups of beer to the 
tickets, meanwhile the organization makes shitloads of 
profit and never open their fat-ass, exploding wallets to 
spend on the team. 

The Maple Leafs, at times were so close to reaching 
the Cup finals, they could practically taste the cham- 
pagne bubbles on the tips of their tongues. In 93’ during 
the Potvin, Gilmour Era we took the Kings to 7 games 
in the Conference finals, and in 2002 the Leafs should 
have beaten a less talented Carolina team in the East 
finals. However, in the following years, the organization 
should have upgraded the roster, but instead, they did 
nothing besides downgrade the team. 


| was somewhat surprised by the team last season 
when they actually made sensible moves, like adding 
Owen Nolan, Glenn Wesley, Doug Gilmour, and Phil 
Housley to the roster. These types of moves made by 
the organization somewhat proved to us fans that they 
are trying to win us a championship. Thanks for the 
effort even though it didn’t work out, but it’s now time to 
make some major improvements. 

| believe that this team is just one name brand 
defencemen, and possibly one goal-scoring winger 
away from making it to the big show. Unfortunately, the 
stingy management, keeps looking at the team’s bank 
balance instead of the big picture. If you look at the Red 
Wings or Avalanche they spend money to win Stanley 
Cups. If they have a hole in their roster, they will fill it 
with the best talent available. The Leafs on the other 
hand will fill the hole with someone from the minors, 
hoping they will do a sufficient job, or a player at the tail- 
end of their career, who just wants to finish and retire in 
Toronto. 
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Right now is our window of opportunity and it’s clos- 
ing fast. | predict we will most likely be 4"-6" in the East 
when the trade deadline comes around this season. If 
nothing is done to further improve the team, the man- 
agement will have to bring out the shovels because it 
will be rebuilding time. 

Toronto sports fans may be tough and fickle, but 
we have a right to be. All of my knit-picking rants just 
scratch the surface on why it’s hard to follow these 
teams. I’m sure there are readers who disagree with 
me, but maybe they just don’t care if Toronto wins any 
championships. Much of my bitching may be answered 
by an Economics Major who understands the compli- 
cated numbers game involved in the field of $ports 
Business, but | see things from the fan’s perspective 
and would like the organization’s to open their eyes. To 
all you readers, | make a proposal to back up my words; 
if Toronto wins a championship in baseball, basketball, 
or hockey within the next 5 years, | will not only stop 
talking shit to you, but you can talk shit to me. 
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The Underground | -Groundworks 


Untitled 


Sometimes, | get too big for myself. Jumping to conclusions, and 
assuming | know more, when | don’t. And so hopeful of the-revolu- 
tion promised that | leap to the end where | know more than you 
my oppressor in the guise of my liberator friend. When you do know 
more: more theory, more words, and more arguments. But tell me 
how will you ever help our masses if as individuals we continue to 
undermine each other in the competition of who knows best and who 
feels lowest? 


Anne Ralph Qee 
Are you serious? : 
They made Arnold governor? | If words run out, where 


I'd rather Ernie Byes. es do we go? 


So we sit and wait. But | can feel myself numbing, slowly, but 
effectively. There’s so much to enjoy, and so much to change, there’s 
“Andrew Tylet Gl. so much past that has yet to become history and there’s not enough 

: 2 present to shape a solid future. Days come and go, weeks, months, 
years. And the only change | see is the individual mind and body, 
but not the people as one. The ideology he promised to spread has 
chewed me and spit me naked in a world where people wear clothes 
to hide. So we stray, exposed, but not afraid, because our unity has 
given us the strength we need, to live, move and ultimately change. 

Anne Ralph Qee 
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If you know of an event that might benefit from a little bit of buzz (i.e. Ticketmaster is not involved) 
let us know by sending an email with “EVENTS” in the subject line to: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 

The Underground and its staff do not guarantee any information printed in this listing. Due to the 
often sketchy nature of such events, the details are liable to change, or be outright false. Make use of 
any contact information provided beforehand.... and otherwise, have fun! 


TUNES 


Oct. 20 - Marilyn Manson and S 
T UN. Playing at Copps Coliseum, 
Hamilton. Part of the Grotesk 
Burlesk Tour 2003. Tickets: $20.50- 
$38.50 from Ticketmaster. 416-870- 
8000. 


Oct. 28 - Killing Joke / Amen 
Lee’s Palace, 9pm. Doors 9pm, 
Amen: 9.45pm, _ Killing Joke: 
11pm (subject to change). Tickets 
$18.50+ from Ticketmaster http:// 
www.killingjoke.com/ more info TBA 


Oct. 30 - Alice Cooper Touring 
in support of The Eyes of Alice 
Cooper (the new album, in stores 
Sept 2003). Playing at Massey Hall, 
8pm, tickets $49.50 - $69.50 from 
Ticketmaster. 


Nov. 11 - Dimmu Borgir Playing 
at The Government, with w/ 
Nevermore, Children of Bodom, 
Hypocrisy. Tickets from Ticketmaster 


for $26.50+ http://dimmu- 
borgir.com/ 
WORDS 


Nov. 5 - DANIEL DAVID MOSES 
READING 7:00 pm in the Leigha 
Lee Browne Theatre 

Playwright, poet, dramaturge, editor 
and teacher, Daniel David Moses 
is a Delaware from the Six Nations 
lands along the Grand River in 


southern Ontario. 


ACTING 


Oct 16 to Nov 1 - Evil Dead 1 & 2 
The Musical. 8pn Tranzac Club, 
Brusnwick & BloorW. $15-20. Call 


416-723-EVIL 


To Oct 18 - THIS IS OUR YOUTH 
Fabrizio Filippo, Marcello Cabezas. 
Directed by Woody Harrelson of 
Cheers fame. Mon-Sat 8pm; Wed & 
Sat 2pm. $20-$65. Berkeley Street 
Theatre Upstairs, 26 Berkeley. 416- 
368-3110 


Oct 24 - 26 - The Ibsen Project: 

Oct 24 8pm Little Eyolf by Henrik 
Ibsen Directed by John Neville 
Oct, 25 8pm John _ Gabriel 
Borkman _ by Henrik Ibsen 
Directed by Graham Cozzubbo 
Oct 26 8pm When We Dead 
Awaken by Henrik Ibsen Directed 
by John Neville & Graham Cozzubbo 


Tickets each evening $25 
/ $15 students & _— seniors 
OTHER 

Oct 22. - Carnival Diablo is 


celebrating it’s 11th year Hell-O-ween 
Extravaganza! By the pricking of my 
thumbs...something Freakish this 
way comes. Prepare to indulge in the 
show that has taken North America 
by storm! Reverb, 651 Queen St. W. 
Crypt doors open at 8pm Carnage 
begins at 10pm sharp! Tix $20 at 
the door...rush seating! Get there 
early for good seats! 19+ only. More 
info: www.carnivaldiablo.com or 
scott@carnivaldiablo.com 


UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 
Buying something? 
Selling something? 
Massaging something? 
UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 


Starting in our next issue, the Underground will 
be running classified ads as a service to UTSC 
students, for the low low price of nothing*. That’s 
right, nothing*. Please submit your classifieds to 


ug_classys@hotmail.com. Please, be reasonable. 


We can only print messages that are short, sweet, and 


interesting. 


*The Underground reserves the right to refuse to print a 
classified ad for whatever reason we want. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


“Male/23/5'11/175lbs/Student.Smart/ 
honest/trustworthy/funny/genuine/ 
respectful/fit. Enjoys movies/reading/ 
Rblade/bike/kickbox/wkout/cooking. 
Sick of same old lies. Looking for 
smart/motivated/sensible/active 
female, 18-24 for friendship. 
[a_good_match@hotmail.com]” 


1st yr Chem/Bio, 2nd yr Organic 
Chem tutor for hire. Will help 
with lab/exam/hwk. misterbook 
worm@hotmail.com 


Twelvth Annual 
VICTORIA COLLEGE BOOK SALE 


Thousands of good used books! 
All subjects! Amazing prices! 
Friday, Oct. 17: 12 noon - 8 p.m. 
($3.00 admission - 
students free with ID) 

Sat. Oct. 18: 10 am-5p.m. 
Sun. Oct. 19 - Tues. Oct. 21: 
12 noon - 8 p.m. 


Next Issue of the Underground: Coming October 29th 


The Underground Online... it’s glmos 
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Sony CD Walkman powered by 
Abracrc3a plus 


MUSIC LIBRARY 


Yes, you CAN take your music library wherever you go and it won't weigh you 
down. With Sony’s new ATRAC3plus CD Walkman player, you can carry 490 songs 
on 1 CD. This new compression format lets you store more songs with-better 
quality to brighten up your marathon commute or a long, long walk in the park. 


Carrying around your CD collection can be a drag -- literally. With SonicStage 
software, you can easily burn 490 songs, at 48kbps, onto a CD. And, those 
aren't 2 minute songs, those are 4-minute songs. Compressed in ATRAC3plus 
format, you can take your music library anywhere you go. 


A lot of music compression lets you store more music but it all sounds bad. 
Sony's ATRAC3plus compression actually bumps up the quality of MP3 songs 
and lets you equalize them so you don't get varying volume levels that can 
pierce your eardrums. 


z 


=p ees 


SonicStage Simple Burner™ software comes with every ATRACSplus CD 
Walkman player. It converts your MP3 downloads easily and quickly on your PC 
— you won't need to learn a whole new technology to do it. Plus, you can leave 
your CD open ended so you can add songs later. 


Your Sony ATRAC3plus CD Walkman player is even friendly with the MP3 CDs 
you burned to play on your PC. So, you can play ATRACSplus or MP3 encoded 
CDs and, with some players, the radio as well! 


STARTING FROM . 


All ATRAC8plus CD Walkman players have ID3 tagging that lets you ONLY 
see which folders and songs you are playing on the LCD display. Most S4 41 9399" a 
even have a jog dial that makes scrolling through titles even easier. 


THE ULTIMATE 

IN SOUND 
QUALITY AND 
Available at an authorized Sony dealer, Visit SLIM DESIGN 


° D-NE1, 
www.sonystyle.ca/cdwalkman for more details. $249,99* 
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FEATURING 
31sT ANNUAL 


Home to one of Canada’ first digital of 

libraries and the largest performance DAV AININGINGe 

and lecture space in our community WARS... a Reine 
PEACE 


7:00 PM 


CBC journalist Joe Schlesinger is a best- 
selling author and Gemini award-winner. 


He has experienced war both as a reporter 
Opening ae 4:00 pm a a pal met as 2 Feportet 
Reception and Tours, 5:00-7:00 pm ee 

is event is generously supported by 
31st Annual Watts Lecture (see inset), 7:00 pm [Diamante 


99.1 

ACADEMIC RESOURCE CENTRE aia 
7 on the USC campus = | _ For more information 
1265 Military Trail, Scarborough call 416-287-7080 or 
(South of Hwy 401 at Morningside) www.utsc.utoronto.ca 


ADMISSION FREE — EVERYONE WELCOME 
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OUTLAW GAY 


MARRIAGE NOW 


Also, Straight marriage 


There’s little else to be said a 


marriage that hasn’t been covered in every 
periodical from Time to Fab to Guns and 


Ammo. The underlying issue 


rights, which | happen to think that every 
person, gay or straight, has a right to. 


bout gay 


is that of equal 


Enza’s concern. 


Enza Wants You! 


Enza “Supermodel” Anderson is not your 
everyday sort of candidate. Anderson is 
currently a candidate for City Counselor of 
Toronto Centre-Rosedale. She is also a six 

- foot tall blonde drag queen, something that 
might not sit well with you, but that’s not 
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Editor-in-Chief Andrew C. Epstein 
At The Underground we love unsolicited material, 
Associate Editor Michelle Righetti especially letters and opinion pieces. Should such 
material be typed or printed and delivered to The 
Production Manager Greg Brown Underground's snazzy portable by or before noon 
on the Friday prior to the desired publication date, 
As’t Production James Relunia we will more than likely print it. We kindly ask that 
submissions be of 800 words or less and that they 
Art Director John Loerchner include the writer’s name and student number. 
News Editor Christian Lucier Submissions become the property of The Under- 
ground and may or may not be published at the whim 
Arts Editor Keith Friedlander of The Editorial Board. The Board reserves the right to 
poke fun at submissions, post them on the wall in The 
Life Editor Christian Lucier Underground's snazzy portable (for the enjoyment 
of our staff and guests) or alter them in print in any 
Copy Editor Sarah Milanes way provided it is so acknowledged. By submission, 
authors implicitly bow down to the total editorial control 
On-Line Editor Mike Guglietti of The Editorial Board and freely consent to the addi- 
tion witty comments and criticisms (especially in the 
Advertising Manager Sachin Hingoo case of libelous or malicious submissions) courtesy 


of the snarky editors. 


Accounting Manager Millie Ng 
For a more official-sounding Letters and Opinions 


Accounting Assistant Juliana Lam Policy contact undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


The Underground 
is published by the 
Scarborough Campus 
Student Press, a non- 
profit corporation. It 
is funded by way of a 
direct levy to students 
of the University of 
Toronto Scarborough 
Campus, and through 
local and national 
advertising. The 
Underground is a 
member of Canadian 
University Press 
(CUP). 
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Editorial | Letter 


So Boring That 
It’s Scary 


Halloween is my absolute favourite holiday. Shocked aren’t you? All joking 
aside, | think that Halloween is perhaps the greatest holiday that you don’t get 
a day off for; a travesty that | think should be rectified as soon as possible. 
Some people don't like to get into the fun, but that makes no sense to me (one 
Halloween in particular, someone went so far as to ask me “what the hell are 
you dressed up for?”). On no other day is it possible for you to acceptably dress 
up like a lunatic and have everyone think it’s perfectly normal (something I’ve 
attempted to do everyday with minimal success). Nevertheless, the thing is that 
many of us probably won't get to enjoy it this year. 

Time is something that is in short supply this year. Personally speaking | 
couldn’t have more stress if | was being mauled by a white tiger. More than a 
few friends of mine had two exams last Saturday, and some folks even had to 
drag their asses in to UTSC on Sunday. This sends out a message saying that 
a student's time is not valuable. The double-cohort has made it so professors 
can’t schedule midterms during the week without sacrificing important lecture 
time. 

Therefore, students who are working double shifts to pay off their double 
tuition can look at the unfinished Management building with scorn as they spend 
their Saturday within these walls. Students have more responsibility than most 
would care to admit. | wonder how students with children deal with this time 
crunch. The long and the short of it is that the government dragged its ass on 
implementing the double-cohort, and the universities were drastically ill prepared 
for the onslaught of people. 

So for those of you stuck working or studying on Friday night, | a have a few 
meager suggestions for making your Halloween fun: 


1) Harass trick or treaters at the door: Handing out candy is easy work. 
When the doorbell rings, you can take a break from your studies to scar some 
kids for life. Remember that children are highly impressionable and naive, so 
have fun with it. 

2) Have a séance: So it’s 3AM, there’s no more studying to be done, or 
you've just come home from work. All Hallows Eve is about done and you have 
a hankering to talk to your dead cat Mittens. Grab a Ouji board and go for it, but 
be careful... you don’t want to end up eating kitty litter. 

3) Dress up on the wrong day: Have no time at all for spooky fun? 
Dress up on November first. Head on out in full costume, but whenever anyone 
asks you why you're dressed up just act as if you have no idea what they’re talk- 
ing about. 


While these activities are certainly fun for those stuck in limbo this Friday, 
| recommend doing your best to actually having some real fun. Why? You 
deserve it that’s why. Those of you that have been pulling your hair out for the 
past two weeks need to get out and enjoy yourselves. At some point, it becomes 
unnatural to become some sort of cubical slave in your mid-twenties. 

The creatures of the night are calling to you... why don’t you answer back? 


Spooktacularly yours, 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 
metalresidue@hotmail.com 


On Thanksgiving Day, a time when we are thankful for what we have, | decided to 
express appreciation for a freedom many do not have today. i 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Do the people in Canada appreciate the great value that newspapers and maga- 
zines serve in our society? 
r 
Too often in many places, the citizens do not have independent newspapers to 
keep them informed; they only have state controlled publications. Because | have an 
interest in events evolving in Zimbabwe, the closing of the Daily News, produced for 


the past two years by a brave staff, was the loss of an appreciated newspaper. : 


In January of 2001, President Robert Mugabe had the Daily News printing presses 
bombed and destroyed. Now the brutal despot has manipulated judges to close the 
only newspaper that told the truth about his destructive control in a nation where 
youth are employed to beat those opposing the government. Since the day the Daily 
News began publication it has been an irritant to Mugabe. In a land that has become © 
a basket case in a land that was the breadbasket of Africa, the newspaper has paid © 
a fatal price for having the determination to challenge the regime that continues to 
destroy a nation that had so much potential. 

ry 

It is important to demonstrate to the world that although a newspaper can be 
closed to end the truth being declared, there are others who are able to inform people 
of events happening in our world. In this way, it states - we care. It also declares thal 
freedom of the press is an essential ingredient of a more just society. 


Terry Smith 

515 Oakridge Place 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 
Phone: 1 519 884 4368 


Maybe this world is another planet's Hell. 
= Ailous Titundey | 
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Opinions 
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This ain’t social hour 


Vanessa Larkey 


Like many other first years, | have 
noticed countless things about UTSC 
that | dislike, or that just plain annoy 
me. For example, the taps in washroom 
spray all over people as they attempt to 
wash their hands. There are endless line- 
ups, and the continual construction that 
occurs can take away from the tranquility 
of the campus. However, my biggest pet 
peeve at UTSC has nothing to do with 
the appearance or the facility; it has to do 
with the people. 

It drives me insane when people 
talk during lectures. | don’t know about 
anyone else, but | attend class to /earn. 
| Know, strange concept. Continuing with 
the theme of higher education, | would 
actually like to hear what the professor 
is saying- even if the professor has all 
ready posted the notes on the Internet. 

The whole objective of attending 
class is to learn what the textbook cannot 
communicate. If you would rather talk 
instead of listening, do us all a favour and 
do not attend class. The rest of us will be 
more than willing to supply you with the 


information that you missed. 

| know this complaint is one that is 
heard often, and an issue that cannot be 
solved; however, | simply cannot com- 
prehend how rude and ignorant people 
can be! 

Take for example, my _ sociology 
class. It is a rather large group, so the 
lecture takes place in the ARC. | have yet 
to attend a lesson where | did not leave 
filled with more rage than the Incredible 
Hulk. The constant nattering of other stu- 
dents about trivial subjects is enough to 
drive anyone insane. Combine that with 
the clicking of pens in a large venue like 
the ARC- it is enough to send someone 
to the nuthouse. 

Last class, two girls that sat near 
me spent the entire two-hour lecture 
discussing boys, make-up, and cloth- 
ing- you know, the “important” things in 
life. At the end of class one of the girls 
turned to her friend and said, “I think | 
failed the mid term last week.” Hmm... 
| wonder why. 
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Comments 


Also, Straight Marriage 


Sachin Hingoo 
Advertising Manager 


There's little else to be said about 
gay marriage that hasn't been covered 
in every periodical from Time to Fab to 
Guns and Ammo. The underlying issue 
is that of equal rights, which | happen to 
think that every person, gay or straight, 
has a right to. But | think the bigger 
question here is why gay people want to 
be a part of an institution that really has 
little (if any) place in our society anymore. 
| mean, when one-third of Canadian (and 
half of American) marriages ends up in 
divorce, how much of an institution can 
it really be? Well, | guess people break 
out of institutions - of the mental variety 
- all the time, but still. Instead of allowing 
gays (and bi’s and trans folks) to get mar- 
ried, let’s make it unfeasible for anyone, 
including and especially straight people, 
to promise themselves to another before 
god. 

Of course it'd be a brave and prob- 
ably unadvisable leap to ban marriage 
altogether, despite the fact that, finan- 
cial benefits aside, any fundamental 
advantage provided by a union before 
god could be provided with a friend- 
ship bracelet. There are, | suppose, 
those people that really, truly believe in 
the god before whom they’re pledging 
their faithfulness to. But the fact is that 
a very large portion of the people that 
gets married these days would consider 
themselves atheists or at the very least, 
non-practicing members of whatever 
religion their parents imposed on them. 
So let me get this straight (so to speak): 
you're promising to spend your life with 
another person before a god that you 
don’t believe in? That's fucked up. It’s 
tantamount to me saying that I’m going to 
Candy Land for summer vacation. 

Then there’s the people who convert 
to their partner’s religion before they get 
married. What's up with that? Does your 


Just make sure if angry,(and.spell-checked. ) 


Angry? 
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religion mean so little to you that you’re 
willing to simply change it like a jacket? 
Shouldn’t your partner be sensitive to the 
fact that this is, ostensibly, your faith? 
No wonder so many people break out of 
their marital faith and get divorced. Let's, 
in the words of the sort-of-popular song, 
call the whole thing off. 

Now, I'm not saying that marriage 
doesn't have any useful purpose - after 
all, where would Nicole Kidman or 
Angelina Jolie, nay, half of the enter- 
tainment industry's careers be without 
marriage scandals? Entertainment 
Tonight made a fortune on Nicole and 
Tom, Charles and Di, and countless 
others while we watched intently for the 
paparazzi, those brave souls, to nab the 
hot pics of the wedding. So we need a 
system under which marriage would be 
prohibitive for regular people, but fea- 
sible for those who entertain us. We 
don't want the good folks at StarTV to go 
hungry, do we? 

| have an idea - let's charge a non- 
refundable $500,000 fee for a marriage 
license. We can put the money towards 
street repairs or something, it doesn't 
really matter. The point is that under this 
system, marriage is a serious investment 
that people won't be so quick to throw 
away when they get bored. _ Infidelity 
would probably also go down because 
seriously, how many of us have ever had 
a lay that’s worth 500 grand? | wouldn't 
pay that much to bang Lisa from Saved 
by the Bell! 

To illustrate the benefits of the 
Marriage Tax, let's use J’Lo as an 
example. Jennifer Lopez has been 
married three times (seems like more, 
doesn’t it?). Under my proposed system, 
she would've paid $500,000 for her first 
marriage license (to model Ojani Noa), 
and 20% more (adjusting for inflation 
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and adding a small processing fee/ 
commission that would go to yours truly) 
for each subsequent marriage (Fig.A). 
As a result, J'Lo's Debt to Society, if col- 
lected retroactively, would total over 1.8 
million dollars. That's enough to repair 
a major roadway! And if you think that's 
bad, CNN talk-show host Larry King, if 
you can believe it, has been married 
seven times. If I've done my math cor- 
rectly, that'll cost him $6,457,952! That's 
enough for a diamond-studded monorail. 
Bling bling indeed. 

By now I'm sure you're shaking your 
head in disbelief, wondering out loud to 
the person in the study carrel next to 
you, what about romantic comedies like 
the delightful Sleepless in Seattle? How 
are you going to make a believable Hugh 


FIGURE A: J’Lo’s Debt To Society 


Ojani Noa $500,000 


FIGURE A: J'Lo's Debt To Society 


Grant vehicle without relying on marriage 
to drive the plot? Well, | say, consider 
this: let’s include, in the bill regarding 
our new marriage license fee, a proposal 
to ban any comedy starring Tom Hanks 
and Meg Ryan (or Julia and Richard, 
Hugh and anybody). That way, we never 
have to worry about that crap taking up 
a theatre that could, by all rights, have 
another showing of Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre or Spy Kids 10: The Island of 
Puberty instead. 

So, before you argue in favour of 
gay marriage, let's step back and ask 
ourselves how relevant marriage is for 
anyone. If you're really committed to 
your partner, why do you need a priest or 
an imam to tell you that you are? | don’t 
know kids, maybe it’s the presents. 
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Make the hurting stop 
Clay Aiken is not that good 
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Paranormal ponder in 
regards to Halloween 


Lisa Endersby 


It's that time of year again. A time to revisit all our 


- fears, phobias and superstitions while stuffing our faces 


with treats. (Surely my younger brother can’t possibly 
eat all that candy by himself. I’m only being a good big 
sister). 

Halloween, on October 31, was originally the last 
day of summer in Celtic Ireland. Legend has it that, on 
that day, all those who had died in the previous year 
would come back to search for bodies to possess in the 
New Year. Since the majority of the population wanted 
nothing to do with this custom, they would make their 
houses as dark and as uninviting as possible to avoid 
any visits from unwelcome guests. To further avoid the 
undead, the villagers would dress up in costumes and 
parade the streets, in the hopes that the noise and con- 
fusion would frighten away the evil spirits. 

I’ve always wondered, however, what makes people 
actually believe in ghosts, spirits, or the supernatural in 
general. As with any controversy, there are arguments 
both for and against the existence of such phenomena, 
and after reviewing a select few, | am still no surer of my 
stance on the issue than before. 

To argue against the supernatural, most use the 
concept of science and scientific fact. In this sense, one 
would argue that any so-called ‘supernatural’ occur- 
rence can be explained logically, and in fact ideas that 
were once considered to be paranormal, like electricity, 
were eventually understood to be completely within 
the control of nature and reason. While | do agree that 
many of the ‘mysteries’ we encounter today will one 
day be explained through science, | am still unsure as 
to just how far in our knowledge of the world science 
can take us. Like anything else on earth it is essentially 
finite, thereby always leaving some concept or idea just 
outside of our limited understanding. 

Many people who believe in the supernatural do so 
without ever being witness to an actual ‘other worldly’ 
event. This in turn brings up the whole controversy 
surrounding the reliability of anecdotal evidence, and 
whether those who believe in ghosts and spirits and 
things that go bump in the night are in fact just tena- 
ciously holding onto a belief passed down by some 
authority figure. Even though | am usually in favor of 
the ‘I'll believe it when | see it’ stance, | do hold certain 
beliefs that | have no direct experience with, making this 
particular argument difficult to reconcile. 

In favor of the supernatural, it has been debated 
that ‘if supernatural phenomena or beings were to exist, 
scientific methods would not detect them consistently.’ 
This, in turn, diminishes the need for scientific evidence 
or proof. It still fails to be seen, however, if this is noth- 


ing more than a way to dismiss the lack of ‘true’ science 
supporting the paranormal. Most of the evidence we 
have concerning that which is ‘beyond this world’ are 
photographs and anecdotal evidence, which do not, in 
the scientific community, make for shaky conclusions at 
best. 

Another argument supporting the paranormal is that 
those who do believe have a more ‘flexible belief system’ 
that allows for a broader and more open understanding 
of reality. This way, one may adopt various methods for 
believing the same ‘truth’, such as believing the Earth is 
billions of years old from reading the Bible or from scien- 
tific research. In the same way, however, this argument 
could be taken to mean that those who believe in the 
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supernatural are quite willing and able to twist evidence 
against the paranormal in their favor by looking at it from 
a different viewpoint, or ignoring it altogether because it 
does not originate from a ‘credible’ source. 

Because of time and space constraints, this article 
was not meant to be an in-depth philosophical discus- 
sion on the existence of the supernatural. Instead, | 
simply wanted to share and consider a few ideas on the 
subject at a time where most people are at least toying 
with the notion of a world that exists just beyond the 
boundaries of human sensibilities. 


Arguments taken from: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supernatural 
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hristian Lucier 
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Unbeknownst to the majority of UTSC students, 
history was made in the Meeting Place last Thursday. 
Both the president and vice-president of the Student 
Administrative Council (SAC) and Scarborough 
Campus Student Union (SCSU) signed a memorandum 
during a press conference that was attended by about 
seven or eight people. Wowza. What was so historical 
about this signing wasn’t the gathering of the student 
committees but the nature of the memorandum. In a 
nutshell, it identifies an understanding between the SAC 
and SCSU for the need of single student representation 
at UTSC. This has been a very exhausting and endur- 
ing issue at UTSC, because for the longest time, both 
the SAC and SCSU have represented the students of 
UTSC equally. These two councils have finally agreed 
that it is redundant to have two forms of student repre- 
sentation at UTSC. 

Either in late November or early January, a refer- 
endum will take place, where the students can vote on 
whether or not they want the SAC to remain an equal 
voice on campus with regards to the SCSU, or if they 
want the SAC to take a primarily silent backseat and 
allow the SCSU to be this campus’ central voice. This 
is a very critical and serious referendum, so it is advised 
that students actually take this one seriously. There 


are no goofy or wacky posters involved in this vote, but 
rather the choice to alter the way student representation 
is governed at UTSC. So keep your eyes open for the 
voting period. 

If the SAC is “phased out” of issues pertaining to 
student life at UTSC, life at UTSC might possibly be 
better. For starters, students will no longer have to pay 
fees to both the SAC and the SCSU; just one to the 
SCSU (members of the SAC made it quite clear that 
payments will most likely not be more than it currently is, 
and could even be less). The student body will also no 
longer have two councils vying for favor, and this might 
just give way to better organization and representation 
that we definitely could use. The Health and Dental plan 
provided by the SAC would still be available at UTSC, 
but it would be provided through the SCSU. Lastly, if 
the referendum goes through, no longer will there be 
students from UTSC on the SAC council, which will 
become exclusively UTM and St. George accessible. 

However, if one were to flip the script and look at 
the referendum from another angle, it might appear that 
it is not such a grand idea. What we are really talking 
about is an increase in power for the SCSU. True, they 
represent the student body, but do they do a good job? 
In this reporter’s opinion, the SCSU is there because 
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they have to be, and not necessarily because they 
want to be. Students still can’t find a carousel or spot 
to study on campus, which is an issue that needs to be 
addressed by the SCSU, and there is a rumor going 
around that the SCSU lost or didn’t meet the require- 
ments to obtain or retain its liquor license. Personal 
judgments aside, how can the SCSU truly represent 
us if they can’t even hold a bloody pub night? It will 
eventually come down to the students whether or not 
the referendum will come into effect. 

The reasons for the sudden understanding between 
the SAC and the SCSU are pretty obvious. The first is 
money, which seems to be the judicator for everything at 
UTSC. There will either be money saved through such 
a move or money freed up and made available for other 
endeavors. The second reason stems from the fact that 
the UTSC campus is changing. The new student center 
is going to be completed next year and will have facili- 
ties far advanced in comparison to the current offices of 
the SAC and SCSU. If there were to be a shift in power, 
now would be the time to make it. The possibility of a 
better student life on this campus only increases with the 
prospect of a new student center. Whatever happens, it 
is exciting to see actual democracy at work on campus, 
instead of the bullshit we’re used to experiencing. 


© 2003 McDonald’s Restaurant of Canada Limited. For the exclusive use of McDonald's Restaurants of Canada Limited and its franchisees 
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| first saw Alarum perform last summer at their first show at the 
360 on Queen Street West, only a few months after the band’s spon- 
taneous conception of local talent during a long weekend in Wasaga 
Beach. Although the band is composed of veteran musicians, familiar 
with the local music scene, all in attendance were struck by the band’s 
immediate synergy and tight performance. This Thursday night, 
October 30", Alarum, along with a few other bands, will be perform- 
ing at downtown’s The B-Side. The Underground spoke with Morgan 
Little, the band’s singer and UTSC student about the art of rock music 
in Scarborough. 

Alarum’s music is a very melody driven brand of heavy rock music. 


_ Driven by the heavy guitar of the masterful Josh McKenzie combined 


with the classically inspired keyboards of Anna Marie Stratos and 
bound together by ‘a sonic storm’ of drums played by James Bruce, 


_ the band’s style is concerned with making rock exciting and melodic. 


These elements mix well with Morgan’s song writing and vocals. 
The themes dealt with Alarum’s music are by no means strangers to 
the rock genre. Topics of love, loss, friendship, fate, gods, dreams 
and the trappings of childhood (i.e. G.!. Joe) fill the band’s original 
songs with inspirations coming from classic poetry to modern MCs, 
from Depeche Mode to Gary Leonard. But their approach is an inter- 


esting contrast of the tortured and the optimistic. Morgan says, he 


tries to present “a view of reading the metaphysical into the common 
experience” and it comes through in the music. Alarum takes the 
morose melancholy of everyday life into emotionally charged lyrics 


__ and tries to raise the subject matter into a brighter perspective. 


It was during this conversation of duality in lyrics that the topic 


of Scarborough came up. Sitting in the Tim Horton’s at Ellesmere 


and Neilson on a gray October afternoon, it was hard to ignore how 
much the landscape of our east-side suburb must influence this kind 
of art. “Scarborough is at once a blessing and a curse,” said Morgan, 
describing the local atmosphere as being spiritually blighted. After all, 
it’s not surprising that in a town with so much potential for beauty and 
so many penchants towards the drab, the artist presents the optimis- 
tic as buried in the grave. “For those who dig there is something to 
find in a city as lined with parks and valleys as it is spotted with tene- 


ments,” Morgan stated. 


In a town that swallows talent and breaks rock bands on a regular 


_ basis, Morgan says that Alarum is determined to present an antithesis 
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to the apathy inherent in the Toronto music scene. And that’s what 
they communicate with their performance. “We'd rather have a nega- 
tive response than no response at all,” explained Morgan. “We want 


to surprise, we want to dislocate belief systems. We love the people 
who dance. It’s bullshit that you can’t dance to rock music. You can 
dance to anything you feel.” 

And that’s what this band inspires when live - energy. For those 
who are tired of going to see bands that just can’t rouse a crowd, 
Alarum feels an obligation to thrill and entertain and to make the audi- 
ence feel what they feel. They want to prove that musical talent in this 
city can overcome the indifference of its people and give rise to an 
impetus to care about the music. And they’re capable of doing it. 

Alarum presents an interesting example of what happens when 
the people who grew up in Scarborough come together, after years 
of dealing with the local music scene, and finally find other individuals 
who feed their creativity. Alarum is a band that wants to make their 
music as well as they can and inspire others to care about it. Their 
own dogged optimism and persistence reflects the spiritualism they 
carry in their lyrics and see in the city around them. 
As Morgan says, 

“despite the 
emphasis 
we place 
on accom- 
plishments, 
we make 
no illusions 
about the 
miles to go 
before we 
rest. But 
we look 
forward to 
walking that 
path and 
leaving it burn- 
ing behind us.” 

You can 
check out 
Alarum’s new web- 
site atwww.alarum.ca 
and come see them 
Thursday, October 30th 
at The B-Side at 129 Peter 
Street near Richmond. 
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Cuba in 
the ARC 


Adonis Puentes visits 
for the ARC’s premiere 
show 


Sarah Milanes 
Copy Editor 


On November 22, 2003 at 7:30 pm, the recently built ARC theatre 
will open its doors to the first Music of All Latitudes Concert Series 
presented by UTSC’s Cultural Affairs. Cuban artist Adonis Puentes. 
will perform the biggest concert that UTSC has yet to see (the ARC 
has a 500-seating). 

Adonis Puentes was born and lived most of his life in Artemisa, 
a time-worn 19" Century colonial town, 60 km southwest of Havana. 
Adonis’ father, Valentin Puentes is a noted guitarist who teaches music 
at the rural town’s cultural centre. Adonis and his twin brother Alexis 
lived and breathed music. Cuban music stars like Buena Vista Social 
Club vocalist Ibrahim Ferrer regularly visited the family home, often 
jamming with the young musicians. In 200, Adonis and his brother 
entered the studios with veteran producer Peter Carnidali to record 
their debut CD, Morumba Cubana. Based out of Vancouver, Adomis 
is currently pursuing a solo career with a new album due out in late fall 
03/early spring 04. 

With this event, it will be satisfying to see how the new ARC serves © 
the UTSC student body as more than a lecture space. We have heard ’ 
so much on how it is a multi-purpose venue. And now we are about to oe Be ge, ; Hate km ve) ¢ great business 
see where and what the administration has done with our money. ke , : 

Admission to this concert is free, by reservation only. Individuals 
and groups are encouraged to reserve soon as seating is limited. Call 
(416) 287-7076 or email ee utoronto.ca. 
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Singing For Your Soul 


Karaoke with a razor’s edge 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 


Walking down lower Church St. one night | peered 
into Club Rockit to find myself gazing at a couple guys 
screaming death-metal vocals at intense volume with 
no band in sight. | was in fact staring at Jugulator’s 
Extreme Metal Karaoke. Jugulator is in fact 22-year-old 
Chilean Rodrigo Raquio. Rodrigo is perhaps the happi- 
est metal-head I’ve ever met. His set up is classically 
low-fi with the whole operation involving a few amps, a 
mixer, and a stereo with the vocals turned down. 

As people slowly trickle in, Rodrigo timidly addresses 
the crowd. After giving a downright pleasant thank you, 
the transformation begins as he launches into song. 
Hair flying in all directions Rodrigo spits out guttural 
yells of fury garnered from experience in the niche of 
death-metal. 

This experiment began a couple days after the 
blackout in August out of boredom dealing.with a power 
hungry city. Since then Rodrigo’s been putting the gig 
on once a month paid in booze, simply for the love of 
all things heavy. 

For those a bit squeamish about having to scream 
that much, Rodrigo advises bringing in your own CDs, 
although his collection ranges from well-known figures 
like Ozzy to the cult-heroes Deicide. 

| myself braved a version of “Descent” by Fear 
Factory (as it involves minimal yelling), but promised 
Rodrigo to try something heavier next time when | could 
remember how it goes. “It doesn’t matter” he tells me, 
“do you think | know the words when |’m up there?” 


Jugulator’s Extreme Metal Kareaoke occurs next on 
November 15" at 8PM 
Club Rockit 120 Church St. 


Check out Rodrigo’s band Corporate Riot at 
www.corporate-riot.cjb.net 


Evil Dead the Musical: Very “Groovy” 


For Evil Dead fans, and those who are not, Evil 
Dead the Musical provides a great night of entertain- 
ment. A night of zombies, chainsaws, and great music 
that is hard for anyone to refuse. 

For those unfamiliar with the Evil Dead films, the 
story goes as follows. Five college students stay in a 
cabin in the woods. In the cabin they discover the Book 
of Dead and tape recordings of a professor who had 
apparently discovered a way to awaken the spirits of the 
deceased. Soon enough, creepy things begin to happen. 
The original film, intended to be a horror, left many 
movie goers chuckling at the plot and cheesy effects. 
Sam Raimi, who wrote and directed the unusual movie, 
continued the Evil Dead series with Evil Dead I/. During 
the second flick the daughter of the Professor heard 
on the audiotapes is introduced and the plot thickens, 
however the campiness of the original is embellished. 
Raimi is considered the Grandfather of the sub-genre 
of comedy-horror films. The movies have achieved cult 
status, and thrusted Raimi into cult stardom. 

The musical was written and directed by former 
Queen’s students who were involved in the university's 
theater group, Queen’s Players. All were avid fans of 
Sam Raimi classics, and thought the movies could use 
a little revamping in the style of a musical. The writer’s 
did an excellent job of combining the plot of the first 
movie with the second, as well as creating catchy musi- 
cal numbers to compliment the story. 

Contrary to’reviews in the Star, the sound quality of 


BET1200) Fitfps/WAvW.utse‘utoronto.ca/4undergnd/ 


the production was quite good. The audience could fully 
hear such memorable tunes as “Do the Necronomicon,” 
“All the Men in my Life (Keep Getting Killed by Candarian 
Demons)” and “What the Fuck was That?” 

Although one has to wonder if a large portion of the 
musical’s budget went to purchasing hefty amounts of 
fake blood. Spectators are pre-warned that they may be 
sprayed with the red ooze throughout the show. 

The backstage work may be considered a tad bush- 
league, as audience members could see stage hands 
walking back and forth during scenes. Another disap- 
pointing moment was after a black out, one of the stage 
hands could still be spotted removing props. However, 
when the audience is able to purchase alcohol during 
the performance, those technical problems seem to 
cease. 

Fans of the Evil Dead series will thoroughly enjoy 
this new interpretation on the film. Ryan Ward, who 
plays the role of Ash (the hero in the musical and films) 
is quite believable and bears an uncanny resemblance 
to Bruce Campbell, the original Ash. Ash’s memorable 
sayings, such as “groovy” and “boom stick,” are also 
included in musical interpretation. For those unfamiliar 
with the films, it still provides a great evening of enter- 
tainment and laughs. 

Evil Dead the Musical is playing at the Tranzac 
Theater till November 1*. Tickets are $20. For show 
time information call 416-723-EVIL, or check out the 
website at www.evildeadthemusical.com. 


Vanessa Larkey 
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The Danger Box Improv Company 
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What Do You 


A.P. Morehouse 


| have been asked this question more than once 
by my 9 year old, most recently while we browsed for 
Halloween masks. From saccharine Disney costumes, 
she has progressed to the more macabre personae of 
vampires, witches and other monsters. She wants the 
“scariest” costume that money can buy. It may be an 
age related difference of perspective, but the definition 
of “scary” has changed. Threading our way through 
glow-in-the-dark skeletons and Scream masks, | think 
of how to answer her question. 

Cloaked behind bravado, | could claim that nothing 
frightens me. | understand the enjoyment gained from 
the thrill of suspenseful movies or novels. | suffer roller 
coasters willingly, because my daughter delights in the 
simultaneous excitement and fear, as long as | am 
beside her. She trusts in my protective presence. 

For me, the answer is not within the ritual of 
Halloween. Beyond the fake cobwebs and Styrofoam 


Fear? 


grave markers that decorate the neighbourhood once 
a year, there is reality. All year round, there exists an 
undercurrent of fear. Just short of paranoia, we fear an 
external threat. Locally, there are monsters that creep 
about behind the guise of normalcy with a smile that 
belies benevolence. While desiring a carefree child- 
hood for children, there is no choice but to put them 
on guard. “Don't talk to strangers, don’t open the door, 
don’t answer the phone if you are alone in the house...”. 
The prohibitions are drilled into them in the hope that it 
will protect them if a threat should arise. It could be her 
window hanging askew and her bed found empty in the 
morning. The crippling anguish of a child’s abduction 
is unfathomable to those untouched by it. Therein lies 
my greatest fear; that | might fail to be there at a critical 
time. As my daughter chooses this year’s gruesome 
disguise, | answer her question honestly, but delicately. 
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Feature 


Enza Wants You! 


Supermodel + Politician = Future Ruler of the World 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 


Enza “Supermodel” Anderson is not your everyday 
sort of candidate. Anderson is currently a candidate for 
City Counselor of Toronto Centre-Rosedale. She is also 
a six foot tall blonde drag queen, something that might 
not sit well with you, but that’s not Enza’s concern. 

After years of community activism she first garnered 
attention as Ed the Sock and the Buzz before her as the 
host of 10% Qtv on Rogers Cable 10. As she continued 
her activism she found herself dissatisfied with the rela- 
tionship Toronto was having with its politicians. In 2000 
she campaigned for mayor of Toronto and wound up 
taking third. Then in 2002 in an attempt to change the 
party’s view on the queer community she ran for leader- 
ship the Canadian Alliance Party. 

In conversation she is thoughtfully well spoken, and 
extremely well versed in the issues. “This is my drag 
room’; she says leading me over to a walk-in closet with 
no door. To the left sits a mirror, a mannequin head with 
wig, and a scattered tide of make-up. | ask her how she 
knows what is what, “I just know”, she says. She then 
motions to a giant stack of newspapers. “These are my 
newspaper articles’. 

“What do you do when you want to find something 
in there?” | ask. 

“| don’t!” she says with a laugh. 


Andrew: Why didn’t you decide to run for mayor 
this time? 

Enza: Well apparently because Barbara Hall is 
running for mayor and everyone thought | would take 
some of her voting base away. You know split the gay 
vote or something. Personally | thought | wouldn’t have 
a voter base there among the top five candidates. | do 
things for a reason. When | ran for mayor | had read an 
article about an ex-counselor who had taken a munici- 
pal bribe, and was running for counselor in 2000. So | 
said ‘if a criminal could run for city counselor, then I’m 
going to run for mayor’. So | was out there and | proved 
my point, and then the green activists came on board, 
and they always have to take over my role to try to take 
over the world. 

The reason I’m running for city counselor is that last 
November we had no water in our building for four days. 
| wasn’t during the blackout or anything. The reason 
was that they were reconstructing Wellesley St. and 
they reached the front of our building and a water main 
broke. So there was a discrepancy as to whose fault 
it was, the landlord or the city. So for four days it went 
back and forth like this, and on the first day we tried to 
get our counselor to do something about it, and nothing 
was done. | said ‘I’m tired of counselors who don’t serve 
the public in these situations. I’m going to run and show 
them that there’s no room for complacency in these 
situations’. 
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A: What are the reactions you’ve been getting in 
the more conservative areas of Rosedale? 

E: | went to a Moore Park meeting and the residents 
were sort of shocked at first... well not shocked. More 
like curious you know, shock and awe, but after | gave 
them my speech they thought ‘wow, she knows what 
she’s talking about’. 


A: I’m having some major issues deciding who 
to vote for in the mayoral election. Do you think 
Torontonians feel they have enough choice? 

E: You know out of 44 candidates they have a good 
choice. It's hard to find a candidate that will satisfy 
everyone's political needs. 


A: Do you think candidates have to be flashier 
to attract people’s attention? Look what happened 
in California. 

E: I'll tell you what happened, I'll give you my experi- 
ence. In terms of being flashy, you have to sort of work 
with what you’re comfortable with, who you are as a 
person. These guys work from behind political back- 
room doors and offices. They’re playing it very safe and 
to the letter. When | ran for mayor, | used a little bit of 
my own way of connecting with people and getting the 
message out. People thought ‘oh you’re a drag queen 
and you want to get all this attention’ and things like that, 
and | told them it’s not for attention, there’s a reason 
behind it. Even though | ran in this manner, that’s how | 
ran because that’s how | felt comfortable. 


A: Do you think Toronto has a good sense of 
style? 

E: Ah... no. Toronto’s very bland. Compared to 
New York or other cities around the world like Paris 
or London, Toronto or Canada doesn’t seem to have 
that dominance, like a world class city. Toronto has to 
reach that significance. What’s happening with Toronto, 
politicians don’t know how to guide it, how to develop 
it. These cities like New York, London, Paris they have 
some fame to them and they haven't really done any- 
thing with Toronto to make it recognizable as a very 
popular city. Things have to change... we have the CN 
Tower, big deal. 


A: If elected, what are you immediate plans? 

E: First of all, as city counselor I’m going to open up 
the books at city hall, and especially at city offices and 
expose what's been happening behind closed doors at 
city hall. The deals that counselors have sort made with 
the devil. What | want to do is expose the fact that years, 
counselors have just-been wasting and wasting money 
working behind doors with people that are unscrupulous 
and dishonest. | have nothing to lose if elected. | can 
go in there and honestly say ‘I have no ties to you or 
anyone else’ and | can just open up anything and every- 
thing and expose years of waste. 


“) 


A: Do feel threatened by the possible Progressive 
Conservative/Alliance merger? 

E: In government you’re supposed to have opposing 
sides because that’s how democracy works because 
you have to hold people accountable. If you're left, 
centre, or right you have to fight for your ideals. What's 
happening with the right here in Canada... it’s going to 
be dangerous in the fact that | think that with issues 
like same-sex marriage, if it was happening under a 
right-wing government there’d be so much opposition. 
They wouldn't even take it to the next level of making 
it law even though it was sanctioned by the court. So it 
would be a difficult fight. Comments like (Tory MP) Elsie 
Wayne makes in parliament just shows their arrogance 
and ignorance in terms of the minority class out there, 
no matter gay or lesbian or any group that’s facing dis- 
crimination. 


A: Tell me about the first time you put on a dress 
and how did you feel? 
E: Oh wow. Have you ever put on a dress? 


A: Yeah. 

E: It feels great doesn’t it? | was fourteen. | knew at 
a younger age that | wasn’t attracted to girls. | put on my 
mom’s dress. She wasn’t around,but | snuck in and put 
it on. It was such a great feeling and | knew then that | 
was in the wrong body and | love getting dressed and 
feeling good. Getting dressed is what gives me the con- 
fidence to be who | want to be and to do what | want to 
do. A few people said ‘well why don’t you run as a guy?’ 
and | said ‘as a guy I'd be just like everybody else’. 


A: Are you worried that if elected that public life 
will take away all your privacy, like there’s a certain 
something that you won’t get back? 

E: No | don’t think so because I’ve always been a 
public person. I’ve always told people my life and been 
open to them. Mind you | don’t tell people who | sleep 
with. | think that being out in the media and being on 
TV and people taking your picture and stuff like that, 
you share your life with them in terms of your image 
and who you are. You know | don’t mind people finding 
out about who | am or when | started to wear women’s 
clothes or the people | like to date- things like that. | can 
even tell you now that in a months time I'll be going to 
get breast implants, sort of like the next step to being 
that person who | want to be, being that woman who | 
want to be. 


A: How far are you going to go to become that 
woman? 

E: | think that'll be about it, the breast implants, the 
laser hair. Yeah, | think that’s going to be about it. | don’t 
want to conform to being male or female, | sort of want 
that intrigue that makes you different. It makes you 
unique as a person. 


A: What are you plans beyond city counsel? 
Let’s say everything you want happens, you’re term 
is up, do you want to keep going? 

E: My plan is to run for two terms. Then after | was 
thinking of maybe taking over the world. 


A: Can you let me in on your secret plan? 
E: First of all probably amass all the supermodels 
around the world and spread kindness and joy. 


A: Besides yourself, who’s your favourite super- 
model? 

E: | don’t really have a favourite supermodel. What 
happened with me... how Enza came about, it comes 
from my male name Enzo. Anderson came from... | was 
sitting with a bunch of queens ten years ago. This one 
queen who was doing drag for like 20 years, | had just 
put on this blond wig, and she turned around and said 
‘oh my god Enza, you look like Lonnie Anderson!’ and 
so | adopted the name, which is now legally changed. 
But Supermodel came during the Rupaul craze around 
95. | was working for this hair salon on Yonge St., and 
these two beautiful women walked by while | was hand- 
ing out flyers. | said ‘wow you guys must be supermod- 
els’, and they said ‘oh no, you must be a supermodel’. 
A week later another woman walked by and said ‘wow, 
you're so beautiful’ and | said ‘yes I’m a supermodel’. 


A: What do you think that needs to be done 
directly to help students out in Ontario? 

E: | think this double-cohort was not a good idea to 
begin with, and the government knew this, and the uni- 
versities had years to plan for this stuff apparently. The 
universities knew full well that this was going to happen 
and bang, it hits. | think it was just poor planning on the 
government's part. | can sympathize with students in 
terms of tuition fees and class size, and not being able 
to have access to resources to complete their studies. 
It’s very frustrating and | think that students have a big 
voice and they can really make a difference in terms 
of getting the word out to politicians that this isn’t right. 
Like lobbying in a way that can bring some significant 
change. 


A: To wrap up, give me one statement- if you 
only had one- just to get your message across. 

E: Vote for Enza. We have a new Prime Minister, we 
have a new Premier, we're going to have a new Mayor, 
and it’s time for a new city counselor at City Hall. A vote 
for me means a vote for good government, putting 
people first before developers, making sure we have 
the basic services to a better quality of life. 
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Columns 


The S ex Fil es 


My eyes jerked open with a vis- 
cious shake of my head. I’m behind 
the wheel of my beaten-up volkswagen 
again; this time en route to Barrie to 


visit my parents*for=dinner,; then head= 


to work. My head fills (in a constant 
effort to stay awake, and thus, to stay 
alive) with questions that have been 
thrown at me full-force and with amaz- 
ing conviction. (perhaps even a little 
anger.) The questions are varied, and 
| have no analogies with which to count 
the popularity of any given topic. | see 
that | will have to resort to the age-old 
method of employing a first-come-first- 
serve basis to the lot. The following 
are excerpts from the questions that | 
first received. Due to the length and 
detail of the questions, and an effort 
to answer them in as much detail as 
possible, | have chosen excerpts that 
| feel reflect the essence of the ques- 
tions. Until the next time: have fun, 
be safe, and let me know what you 
want to know. PS: Happy Halloween/ 
Samhein/ insert October Holiday name 
here. 

Q: Dear Underground, 

| still hear (all the time) people talk- 
ing about sodomy like it’s a bad thing. 
Like it’s wrong. |’m wondering about 
the reasoning behind that. Before | 
stop my sodomous practices, I'd like 
to be sure that it really is a bad thing... 
[ inquirer Comments on aspects of 
natural animal practices of sodomy, 
consent, religion, societal conventions, 
traditions and morals.] ...1 ask you is 
sodomy really wrong? Or can | go 
ahead and let the guy | just met in the 
park put his thing in my thing? 


Yours always, 
Distinguished Underground reader 
anonymous 


A: To start with, | always like to 
define words that have specific uses, 
blurry definitions or slightly misunder- 
stood meanings. Let’s start with the big 
word here: “Sodomy.” 


Sodomy: (A.k.a. anal sex.) 
Intercourse in which an object (finger, 
tongue, dildo, vibrator, etc.) penetrates 
the anus. Both men and women can 
perform or receive anal sexual inter- 
course. 


Now that it’s clear what the ques- 
tion concerns, + would like to’ remind 
my readers of one small (but impor- 
tant) detail. “Consensual” is the key 
word here. In any sexual experience, 
it is imperative that all parties involved 
willingly consent. The only acceptable 
response to sex is “yes.” Not answer- 


ing or saying “no” or “maybe” or any- 


thing like that is not legally consensual. 
It is rape. 

That said, | always encourage safe 
(protected against unwanted pregnancy, 


S:T.D’s; etc iesby using a condomas™* 


well as other methods of birth control 
if applicable.) sex of all kinds, and 
experimenting to find out what you like 
and what you don’t. If sodomy appeals 
to you, you should be able to enjoy its 
practice. If it doesn’t appeal to you, 
that’s okay too. It’s a matter of personal 
preference, and what you choose and 
prefer to do with your body is ultimately 
up to you. However, there are a few 
things that | would like to bring to atten- 
tion. Firstly, the last statement made 
within the question “Can | go ahead 
and let the guy | just met in the park...” 
refers to sex with strangers. Please be 
aware that a person’s sexual history 
and health can affect you if you become 
involved with them sexually. Please use 
protection, especially with strangers in 
the park! 


Secondly, there are a few physical 
risks that are involved with practicing 
anal sex, over and above those posed 
by vaginal and oral sex. 


Hemorrhoids can be caused or wors- 
ened by the practice of anal sex. The 
circulatory system in the anal region of 
the body is located very close to the sur- 
face of the dermis. (the second layer of 
skin- below the epidermis or outer layers 
of skin- the stuff you see on the outside 
your body.) The friction caused by anal 
intercourse can rupture and damage 
the muscles, veins and arteries in this 
area, as well as pull them away from 
the surface of the skin, and allow them 
to become external or “hanging”. (As 
for the muscle damage that can occur: 
think of how pleasant life would be if you 
had no control of your rectal muscles.) 
Hemorrhoids are treatable either by 
applying an ointment that reduces swell- 


_ ing, itching and pain (such as Prep. H.) 


or by removal via surgery. (I’m told this 
is not so pleasant, but more comfortable 
in the long run.) There are a few ways 
to help prevent this sort of side-effect. 
One important point is to take things 
slowly. Very, very slowly. Especially in 
the case of first-timers, anal penetration 
can be uncomfortable and even painful. 
It has been said many times that the first 
five to 10 times it is experienced, it can 
beso painful it can bring you to tears: 
I’m sure this is subjective. Aside from 
taking it slow, LUBE IT UP!!! (this is also 
important during vaginal intercourse). 
The use of a water-based lubricant (not 
a petroleum based lube that can actually 
decay latex condoms, therefore putting 
the user at risk for STDs such as HIV, the 


virus that causes AIDS). Can dramati- 
cally enhance any sexual experience by 
enhancing sensitivity (it's cool and tingly 
at times) enabling free movement, and 
therefore enhancing the friction. Also, 
it's important that the person receiving 
penetration be absolutely relaxed. Find 
a comfortable position that’s accessible 
and slow down if it hurts. If engaging 
in vaginal intercourse during the same 


session as anal intercourse, also please 


take special care to use a new condom 
for each, and to be careful not to con- 
taminate the vaginal environment with 
bacteria from the rectal environment 
(i.e.; by using the same condom in both 
areas). It can cause nasty vaginal infec- 
tions. Sounds sexy, doesn't it? Also take 
note that with the increased risk of break- 
ing the delicate rectal skin during anal 
intercourse, the absence of adequate 
protection (such as a condom) can 
severely increase the risk of contracting 
sexually transmitted diseases and infec- 
tions. (STDs and STIs ). 

As for the acceptability of sodomy 
within popular North American culture 
at the moment; |-believe that:it-is*a-per- 
sonal matter that indeed affects people 
of every religious, sexual, political and 
cultural background differently. Just as it 
is unjust to say that it is wrong and does 
not occur, it is equally unfair to assume 
that every member of society will feel 
open-mindedly about the subject, or 


pMig ge le SOHC Hs Associate Editor / NESSES ees ca 


with any other, 
q Dear Sex Files; 


A fiend of mine recently found o 
that she was pregnant, despite having 
been on [a prescription birth control pill] 
for a year or so. At the time, she was _ 
also being treated for strep-throat with — 
[an antibiotic medication]. She was told 
after the fact that it may have been as 
direct result of the combination of med 
cations. Is it true? And what else ca 
cause this problem? 


recites 


Concerned pill-popper. : 


A: Ah, the infallible birth-control 
pill. When | hear stories like this, it 
reminds me of the saying “no glove, no — 
love.” Yes, condoms do help to prevent © 
unwanted pregnancy as well as sexu- 
ally transmitted diseases and infections, 


-even if “The Pill”-is already being taken 


as a method of birth control. The truth 
is that the factors which may render the 
pill ineffective at any time have a lot to do. 
with the individual taking the pill, the con 
sistency of consumption (taking the p 
at EXACTLY the same time every day. — 
This is very important!) and the cocktail — 


érgnd/. 
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of other drugs or medications being 
taken by that individual. It is known 
that most antibiotics can render the 
pill useless. Keeping the pills in 
either very high or very low tempera- 
tures may also do this, as well as 
weaken condoms and other meth- 
ods of birth control. Some over-the 
counter medications also can render 
it useless. When filling a prescription 
‘(or even when it’s being written out 
for you) the medical official (phar- 
macist, doctor, nurse or other health 
professionals you may be speaking 
to) should be able to tell you whether 
or not the new medication will affect 


http: yww.utsc ytoronto.ca/~ynderand/ 


the effectiveness of the pill. (And they 
should in fact warn you about this. It is 
even possible to inquire to a pharmacist 
as to the effects of medications you are 


taking, in conjunction with your particular 


brand of birth-control pill. Every formula 
is slightly different, so ask to be sure.) 


_ Another good place to learn about this is 


by reading the little paper pamphlet that 
comes inside of each prescription pill 
box. It tells you a lot, and where to find 
other information. 

*NOTE: In case of emergency, such 
as a condom breaking, a forgotten pill, 
etc., a prescription for the morning-after 
pill is available at any walk-in-clinic, or at 


your physician's office. A spare script for 
the pill can be requested of your physi- 
cian in case of future emergencies of the 
sorts. 


Q: Dear Sex Files: 


Do you like costumes? What are 
some good kinky ones for Halloween? 


Mr. Dress- up 


A: In the spirit of Halloween: 
Costumes are great. Kinky Halloween 
ones (aside from the usual stripper/ 
Barbie/hooker getups) are the black 
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leather or spandex cat woman/man 
equipped with fuzzy ears and whis- 
kers, as well as a long zippered front. 
Also the nurse, cop with fuzzy hand- 
cuffs and the BD SM madam/master 
(whips and leather, balaclava, etc.) 
can be kinky. Then again, | think 
that the simpler costumes are usually 
sexier, since it requires more cha- 
risma and confidence to get noticed 
while wearing something ordinary for 
Halloween (or any other occasion that 
involves costumes.) | My philosophy 
on costumes is that if you feel good in 
it, and you are confident about it, then 
it is sure to be a success. 


DON'T MISS THE BUS ON THIS ONE. 


_NO REALLY, DON'T MISS. THE BUS 


The Underground 


Queer Corner 


Be a better straig 


Oftentimes straight people ask a lot of ques- 
tions about our sexuality and how we express 
ourselves. We find it annoying (plus it looks bad 
on you) that we have to continually re-answer 
the same questions over and over again ... so 
we decided to come up with a Frequently Asked 
Questions column for all you curious hets. 


Cut it out, post it on your fridge for easy 
access, and call up two of your best friends to 
tell them about what you’ve learned. 


Why use the term LGBTQ? Why not just 
use the term Gay? 

LGBTQ stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgendered and Queer or Questioning. 
The acronym is used so that more people are 
included. Some of us do not identify as “homo- 
sexual” or “queer” and so choose other words. 
Our acronym is inclusive to reflect that desire. 
With more freedom to choose our own identi- 


ties, the term Gay no longer reflects everyone who 
identifies as other-than-heterosexual. 


Why do you have to be so “visible”? 

Queer people have the same right that other 
people have to feel comfortable, safe and not feel 
ashamed of being themselves. Being visible is a 
part of being a person, period. We used to be 
invisible because it was not as okay as it currently 
is to be so out and expressive of our sexualities. 
Now that there are spaces for us, groups fighting 
on our behalf, and a growing concern to give us 
equal rights, we will continue to be more and more 
visible. 


Why should you get special privileges? 

What privileges does the LGTBQ have that 
other students don't? We have a bulletin board 
that was installed as a compensatory response to 
hatred. Because people were tearing down post- 
ers advertising queer events on campus and off 
campus. We have to be visible so people who are 
queer and not out know they have some place to 
go where they will be accepted, and that there are 
others like them fighting for their rights. So often 
those who are not “out” do not get the chance 
to express their voice, and knowing that others 
are willing to do it for them can be a comforting 
thing. Images of same-sex couples are presented 
because we, like heterosexuals, like to see rep- 
resentation of our kind of imagery around school. 
Same-sex affection isn’t always shown in a 
healthy way in the mainstream media and people 
need to be exposed to them to realize it’s alright 
to be queer, just like it’s alright to be straight. If the 
bulletin board offends you maybe you should ask 
yourself why. 


...because the glé ass is ilway 
empty at The U jndergro nd. 
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be straight everywhere you go. 
If there was no discrimination we would 2 
not need to do these things, but intolerance — : 
exists so it has to be made clear that everyon 
has the right to be themselves without fear o 
harassment, intimidation, or persecution. 


Why is it always about sex? 

a) What's wrong with sex? We are proud — 
to be progressive and comfortable with the — 
diverse range of healthy sexuality and safer — 
sex practices! 

b) It is about sex because people with 
other-than-heterosexual sexual orientations 
or identities have historically been persecuted ~ 
by anti-queer sex laws and police harassment, 
and stigmatized because of their sexuality. 

c) It is also about looking and acting how 
you want (even when that goes against 
accepted gender roles) and ultimately ...rela- 
tionships, friendships and love... : 

d) We have to provide alternative sources — 
of safer sex materials and _ information 
because, often, health professionals may not 
cater to our specific needs. 


Why do you have to be so political? 

Our rights are just now being recognized — 
through activism, lobbying, and remaining vis- — 
ible. We are fighting for better access to social — 
and legal resources in the society that we con- 
tribute a lot to, and that’s quite a fair request. 


alf 
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Beating the Pro Line Odds 


Eric Lee 
Sports Editor 


Editor’s note: University students have not yet discovered a way to grow money on trees. We know this. It is for this reason that we stress that you use your 
utmost caution and discretion when making decisions regarding money, gambling, or anything that may affect your own personal or financial well-being. Gambling 
is a form of entertainment. , if you choose to participate, the advice in this article should be used at your discretion. 


-Michelle Righetti 
Associate Editor 


I’m sure there are people at UTSC who play or have 
played Pro Line. Especially for University students, 
winning Pro Line can make a world of difference: from 
super-sized fries, gas cash for the week, to textbooks 
and even tuition. Just make the right call and you win. 
But winning isn’t easy and the Ontario Lottery and 
Gaming Commission isn’t just going to give their money 
away. There really is an element of skill involved to 
beating the Pro Line odds. 

The game of Pro Line is somewhat like the kinder- 
garten version of sports gambling. The rules are easy, 
you don’t need a lot of money to play and it can be 
played at the corner store. 

For those who don’t know, | guess | should break- 
down the basic rules of Pro Line. There are several dif- 
ferent types of games you can play. 

One game is Point Spread and the objective is to 
choose which team will cover the spread or odds. The 
“point spread” is a handicap or head start, given to the 
underdog to even the chances of winning. For example 
the Oakland Raiders are at home to the Kansas City 
Chiefs and the spread is set for the Chiefs at 7.5, mean- 
ing the Chiefs are favoured to win by 7.5 points. On the 
Pro Line game list the favourite, the Chiefs, will be listed 
with a —7.5, and at the end of the game 7.5 points will 
be deducted from the Chiefs final score to determine if 
the bet was won. On the Point Spread sheet you must 
select 2 — 12 games, and the wager can be $2 - $100. 
You must be right on all the games picked, or at least 
9, but | do not suggest picking more than 9 games. The 
payout depends on how much is wagered and how 
many games are played. If you picked 2 games and 
covered the spread on both, than the payout is 2 times 
the wager, 3/3 is 5 times the wager, 4 is 10, 5 is 20, 6 is 
35, 7 is 75, 8 is 150, 9 is 300, and for anyone who has 
E.S.P., 12/12 is 1000 times the wager. 

The second game is Pro Line, and the objective is to 
simply pick the winner of the game. Odds are given for 
the Home and Visitor teams, the underdog teams are 
given higher odds and the favourites are given lower 
odds. To win, you must correctly predict 3 — 6 games, 
and get them all right. You can wager between $2- $100 
per ticket. The problem with Pro Line now is that they 
have added rules probably because too many people 
were winning. | can understand a tie in hockey or 
soccer, but in football if a game is decided by 3 points or 
less; it’s considered a tie. A baseball tie is 1 run or less, 
and basketball tie is 5 points or less, which makes no 
sense because a baseball or basketball game cannot 
end in a tie. There is a new tie rule however, that allows 
a tie to stand even if the tie is broken in extra play or 
over time, and if you choose a home or visitor team to 
win, than you still have a chance in extra play or over 
time. Also, besides choosing (H)ome, (V)isitor or (T)ie, 
you can choose (H+) or (V+) which is an option with 
higher odds but the team must win by a higher amount 
of goals, points or runs. Choosing the (V+) or (H+) in 
hockey means the team must win by 2 goals or more, 
for football it's 8 or more, baseball 2 or more, basketball 


11 or more, and soccer 2 or more. Stay away from pick- 
ing (V+) and (H+) too often. To calculate the payout of 
your ticket, multiply all of the odds together, than multi- 
ply the wager amount with the total of the odds. 

Another game, which you can play separately or 
play as a payout booster to Pro Line, is Over/Under. 
Here, the objective is to choose if the combined score 
of both teams will be over or under the number given by 
the odds-maker. For example, the San Francisco 49ers 
are at home to the visiting Tampa Bay Buccaneers in 
NFL action, and the over/under is set at 39.5 points, the 
odds for over is 1.60 and the odds for under is 1.80, 
meaning the odds favour that the score will be over the 
set number of 39.5. For some sports, or for even some 
particular games, Over/Under can be a payout booster 
and easy to predict, but most of the time it’s there for 
you to fuck up your ticket. 

The last and most stupid game is Pro Picks. Here 
the objective is to pick which football player will throw, 
or run for the most yards, or which hockey team will 
score the most goals one night. | really don’t feel like 
explaining the details of this game because a) it’s stupid 
b) it’s hard to predict and c) there isn’t much of a payout 
if you win. 

The first and most essential skill to winning Pro Line 
is having some kind of sports knowledge, although | 
have come across people who have won on tickets 
without knowing shit about sports, these are just rare 
and extraordinary cases. 

To win regularly, you have to do your homework, 
and this does not mean just watching the 24-hour sports 
channel all day. Look at newspapers and websites like 
espn.com, cnnsi.com, sportingnews.com, that give pre- 
dictions from a number of experts. The ESPN website 
will give NFL predictions from 8 experts, so if all the 
experts reach a unanimous consensus, then most likely 
it's a safe bet. 

Know who’s injured, research the daily rosters, and 
know the daily line-ups. The real winners know their 
current events. For example if Michael Vick is out this 
Sunday and the Falcons are playing a tough defensive 
team, then it’s common sense to not put your money 
on the Falcons. In baseball, look at the starting pitchers 
because they are the key for the outcome of a game. 

Here are some general tips for becoming a suc- 
cessful handicapper. My personal favourite times of the 
year to play Pro Line are March Madness and College 
Football Bowl Game season. In American college 
sports, the odds are high, ties are very likely to occur, 
and the underdog teams win regularly - all of these rea- 
sons add to one fat payout. 

During March Madness bet according to the teams 
rank or seed. If a 7" and 8" seed are playing, then a tie 
is very probable. If a team is on a hot streak of late enter- 
ing the tourney, then maybe you should pick them. 

For Point Spread, some of the spreads given to the 
favourites are ridiculous. Most of the time it’s a safe bet 
to take the underdog to cover. For college sports, look at 
some of the individual players, the game-breakers, the 


future Nike poster boys, who can change the outcome 
of a game by themselves. | remember a few years ago, 
Donovan McNabb was playing for Syracuse University, 
and were the underdogs in a Bowl game, which they 
ultimately won by 20 points. Usually these types of stars 
will shine when the pressure is on. Also, when two major 
colleges are facing off against each other and both are 
highly ranked, look to take tie. 

| probably play NFL football the most out of any 
sport, (| never miss a week) probably because there is 
so many predictions/tips about the games, and the odds 
are pretty decent. Since the season has begun, | have 
won twice so far, which equals to a solid profit margin. 
My #1 Pro Line tip is don’t get greedy. Don’t play too 
many games and be aware of adding too many low odd, 
payout booster games, because they will come back to 
haunt you. | play 3-4 games only, consisting usually of 
1 or 2 sure-shots, 1 medium odd game, and one high 
odd game. 

It's currently the middle of the NFL season, and 
the records of teams reveal a lot about how to bet. If a 
team is undefeated then they are bound to lose. There 
is no way their record will end up 16-0 at the end of the 
season. If a team has only won once and are playing 
a below-average team, look for them to get the victory. 
For any sport, look at streaks. If a team has won or lost 
7 straight, the streak will eventually end. What | have 
noticed is that there is an over emphasis on home-field 
advantage, it’s really a myth and does not have a major 
impact on the game played. 

Don't bet on feelings. | know there are a lot of Leaf 
fans out there, but just because they're your favourite 
team does not mean that you should be picking them to 
win every night. However, you can sometimes go with 
your instincts on games, but don’t expect to be right 
100% of the time. Which leads to my next point - you 
can’t expect to win every ticket. Be patient, as everyone 
will have cold and hot streaks. If you bet smart and have 
done your homework, winning is inevitable. 

Please do not think playing Pro Line is like a part- 
time job. It’s still unpredictable; you are not going to get 
paid every two weeks and in fact most of the time you 
will lose, so don’t go blowing your all your money away. 
Remember, it’s the profit that matters. Let's say you 
play 3 times a week, $5 a ticket, which equals to $60 a 
month. But, you end up winning 2 tickets in that month, 
which add to $300. I'll leave the rest of the calculations 
to you. 

On the Pro Line commercials, the ad slogan is, 
“Anything Can Happen’, as if you're playing the 6/49 
or Super7, but Pro Line is not about luck and can 
frequently be beaten. There are two types of Pro Line 
players: the first player is the guy who plays purely 
for entertainment and plays to make the games more 
interesting. The second player is the guy who plays to 
win money. In conclusion, give it a shot, listen to some 
of the things | have said, and if you win: my cut is 15%. 
Good Luck. 
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Events Listing 


Wednesday, October 29, 2003 


If you know of an event that might benefit from a little bit of buzz (i.e. Ticketmaster is not involved) 
let us know by sending an email with “EVENTS” in the subject line to: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 

The Underground and its staff do not guarantee any information printed in this listing. Due to the 
often sketchy nature of such events, the details are liable to change, or be outright false. Make use of 
any contact information provided beforehand.... and otherwise, have fun! 


It’s Music! 


Oct. 30 - Alice Cooper Touring in support of 
The Eyes of Alice Cooper (the new album, 
in stores Sept 2003). Playing at Massey 
Hall, 8pm, tickets $49.50 - $69.50 from 
Ticketmaster. 


Oct. 31 — THEORY and FOCUS pres- 
ent Halloween at Kool Haus, with DJ’s 
SS, Grooverider, | Uberzone, Mampi 
Swift and locals. Tickets $25-35 at 
Ticketmaster and other locations (see 
www.theguvernment.com). 19+ 


Nov. 1 — DARKRAVE v.45 DJ’s SVD, Deko- 
Ze, Lazarus, Ape-O-Naut, Phink. Big Bop 
(651 Queen St. W), 19+, Tickets: $12. 

Nov. 6,7,8 - the weakerthans Lee’s Palace, 
$15. 416-532-1598. 


Nov. 11 - Dimmu Borgir. The Guvernment, 
with w/ Nevermore, Children of Bodom, 
Hypocrisy. Tickets from Ticketmaster for 
$26.50+ . http://dimmu-borgir.com/ 


Nov. 14—D.0.A. 25th anniversary tour Rockit, 
$tba. 416-306-9922. www.suddendeath.com 


Nov 14 — DURAN DURAN (admit it, you love 
them) Kool Haus, $48.50. 416-870-8000. 
Nov. 29 - By Divine Right and the Carnations 
Silver Dollar, 10 pm, $9. 416-968-2001. 


Words! 

Nov. 5 - DANIEL DAVID MOSES READING 
7:00 pm in the Leigha Lee Browne Theatre 
Playwright, poet, dramaturge, editor and 
teacher, Daniel David Moses is a Delaware 
from the Six Nations lands along the Grand 
River in southern Ontario. 


Acting the Fool! 

to Nov 1 - Evil Dead 1 & 2 The Musical. 8pn 
Tranzac Club, Brusnwick & BloorW. $15-20. 
Call 416-723-EVIL 


To Nov. 2 cavalia: an equestrian fantasy (aka 
Horse Du Soleil) by Normand Latourelle 
(Voltige). Tue-Sat 8 pm, mats Sat-Sun 2 pm. 
$36-$88. Distillery District , Big Top, 55 Mill. 
416-870-8000 


Nov 5 — Mar 21 the adventures of a black 


girl in search of god by Djanet Sears (Mirvish/ 
Marquis Entertainment). Sears's epic drama 
about a black woman grieving her dead 
daughter returns after a sold-out run last year. 
Tue-Sat 8 pm, mats Wed and Sun 2:30 pm. 
Harbourfront Theatre Centre , 231 Queens 
Quay W. 416-872-1212. 


Watch Out For That Art! 

To Dec. 14 - THE GALLERY AT UTSC 
Soundtracks: Re-play (Mixed Media). 1265 
Military Trail. 416-287-5649. 


To Nov. 5 - LATITUDE 44 Architectural glass: 
Stuart Reid. 2900 Dundas W. 416-769-2000. 


To Nov 4 - THIS AIN'T THE ROSEDALE 
LIBRARY Painting/sculpture: Christian 
Bernard Singer. 483 Church. 416-929-9912. 


To Nov. 9 - le Mixed media: Paul Dempsey. 
1183 Dundas W. 416-532-8467. 


To Nov 16 - LOOP Sculpture/mixed media: 
Paula Braswell and Miklos LeGrady. 1174 
Queen W. 416-516-2581. 


To Nov. 22 - GALLERY TPW. DVD projection: 
Louise K Wilson. 80 Spadina. 416-504-4242. 


Things We Can’t Categorize! 

Nov. 4 - Alda Facio will present the 7th 
Annual Lecture for the Dame Nita Barrow 
Distinguished Visitorship in Women _ in 
Development and Community Transformation, 
entitled “The Empire Strikes Back: Feminist 
Strategies for Peace”. 7:00pm, George 
Ignatieff Theatre, Trinity College, University 
of Toronto, 15 Devonshire Place, Toronto, 
Ontario. Free. 


Oct 30 - BOOK SALE. Meeting Place. 9am- 
5pm. The Arts Management Senior Seminar 
class is selling books books and books at low 
prices! From fiction to sci-fi to whatever it is 
that we found in our basements. Come out 
for the bargain! 


Oct 30 - EROTIC PUMPKIN CARVING 
CONTEST and MOVIE NIGHT Presented by 
UTAC Thursday, October 30, VPA Studio 8pm 
— midnight. FREE event, free candy, come in 
costume, open to anyone! 


UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 
Buying something? 
Selling something? 
Massaging something? 
UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 


Starting in our next issue, the Underground will 

be running classified ads as a service to UTSC 
students, for the low low price of nothing*. That’s 
right, nothing*. Please submit your classifieds to 
ug_classys@hotmail.com. Please, be reasonable. 
We can only print messages that are short, sweet, and 
interesting. 


*The Underground reserves the right to refuse to print a 
classified ad for whatever reason we want. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


“Male/23/5'11/175lbs/Student.Smart/honest/trustworthy/funny/genuine/ 
respectful/fit. Enjoys movies/reading/Rblade/bike/kickbox/wkout/cooking. Sick 
of same old lies. Looking for smart/motivated/sensible/active female, 18-24 for 
friendship. 

[a_good_match@hotmail.com]” 


1st yr Chem/Bio, 2nd yr Organic Chem tutor for hire. Will help with lab/exam/ 
hwk. misterbookworm@hotmail.com 


Next Issue of the Underground: Coming November 12th 
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Needs You! 


SCSP (Scarborough Campus Student 
Press) is currently looking for new 
members for its Board of Directors. 
Anyone who is interested should con- 
tact the Underground for further details. 


phone: 416.287./054 
email: chrisa042@rogers.com 


SCSP is currently looking for people to fill the following positions: 


2 Full-time student members 
1 Part-time student member 
1 member of the faculty, staff, or alumni of UTSC 


Anyone who is interested in starting up another publication 
under SCSP may also apply 


Wednesday, November 12, 2003 


 cantents 


The Sex Files 


| sit at.the red light and watch an emaciated man 
poke a néedle into his arm, as a woman stares into 
my car and then waves at the other passing cars, 
giving them the finger when they don’t stop. A 
second man, bearded and wearing a purple coat, 
slams on my hatchback as he walks behind my 
car, crossing the street towards the needle-yield- 
ing stranger. | rub my eyes and wonder if what 
I’m seeing is real. | muddily remember my editor 
telling me something about trying to do a drug- 
related issue, and the picture | am confronted with 
reminds me of this theme. 


Do As | Say, Not As | Do 


| feel that, in a small way, | have the fairly 
rare opportunity to speak to a large group of 
people through this newspaper, and that it is 
my duty to help educate and even shape the 
young minds that happen across this rag. It 
is for this reason that I’d like to talk to you 
today about the slight burning sensation in 
my nostrils that is soon going to become.a 
razor-sharp sting, soon to be followed by an 
exhilarating high, which will then turn me into 
ambition manifest. 
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Submission Policy 


At The Underground we love unsolicited material, 
especially letters and opinion pieces. Should such 
material be typed or printed and delivered to The 
Underground's snazzy portable by or before noon 
on the Friday prior to the desired publication date, 
we will more than likely print it. We kindly ask that 
submissions be of 800 words or less and that they 
include the writer’s name and student number. 


Submissions become the property of The Under- 
ground and may or may not be published at the whim 
of The Editorial Board. The Board reserves the right to 
poke fun at submissions, post them on the wall in The 
Underground's snazzy portable (for the enjoyment 
of our staff and guests) or alter them in print in any 
way provided it is so acknowledged. By submission, 
authors implicitly bow down to the total editorial control 
of The Editorial Board and freely consent to the addi- 
tion witty comments and criticisms (especially in the 
case of libelous or malicious submissions) courtesy 
of the snarky editors. 


- For a more official-sounding Letters and Opinions 


Policy contact undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


The Underground 
is published by the 
Scarborough Campus 
Student Press, a non- 
profit corporation. It 
is funded by way of a 
direct levy to students 
of the University of 
Toronto Scarborough 
Campus, and through 
local and national 
advertising. The 
Underground is a 
member of Canadian 


University Press 
(CUP). 
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Editorial | Letters 


letters 


Your Mom Smokes Pot 


Right now, | have the biggest case of writers block. | must have written my 
opening sentence at least five or six times. | have various statements bouncing 
around in my head, mostly narcotics related, which may be in part to the weed | 
just smoked. However, there’s more than just marijuana to be touched on. | mean 
let's face it; the Greater Toronto Area is pretty drug friendly place. It’s not that hard 
to find a drug dealer in Scarborough. Walking around downtown T.O., the drug 
dealers approach you. 


We've now been exposed to the truth. Over one million Canadians smoke 
pot, which probably means that millions do a lot more. But that creates a prob- 
lem. Since we don’t have liberal drug laws like Holland, there is a serious lack of 
drug education. Individuals, ignorant of what they are taking, are dying in a rather 
uncomfortable fashion. Simply forbidding it won’t prevent people from taking it 
without knowing exactly what it could do them. So the first step in preventing drug- 
related deaths is make sure that people will know exactly what these things will do. 
The main priority should be save lives, not waging a “war on drugs’. 


This is because drug users are everywhere. Many of your parents are still 
keeping their past dabblings a secret, afraid that they'll encourage, or unintention- 
ally give you some sort of vague approval. But silence is never a solution. I’m not 
going to claim that students at UTSC use or abuse drugs more than other cam- 
puses because | frankly don’t know. | know that a few of them work for this paper, 
and they have generously lent their intoxicated talents to this edition of our little 
rag. While | neither promote nor denounce the use of any drug, | feel that these 
pages might provide you with a clearer perspective (in a manner of speaking). 


| will say this. The main assumption made by those crusading against drug use 
is that anyone who uses any sort of drug is an addict. There is a distinct difference 
in using drugs, and abusing drugs. It’s about how deeply they affect your life. If you 
can’t function without them, then that’s a problem. This happens when people take 
drugs to run away from their problems, instead of using them to find new solutions. 
Drugs should never be an end, although they sometimes can be a means. 


In this issue of the Underground, we will attempt to shed a little light on narcot- 
ics, giving you real information, to use at your discretion. After all it's your body, and 
no one but you should decide what you do with it. 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 
metalresidue@hotmail.com 


Food Detective 
and an actual letter of praise! 


How do you feel about the quality/pricing of food in our cafeteria? Sure, some of 
the food is ok, but its outrageous the amount of price we must pay (a pizza at Pizza 
Pizza is larger, cheaper, better tasting than an Aramark pizza). Doing a simple search 
on Google using the phrase “Aramark food sucks,” will lead to MANY, MANY search 
results with students generally sharing the views of UTSC’s Aramark consuming stu- 
dents. | bets that You might find some of these sites interesting... 

h 


top&n=208fI=08x=wrb 
This one | found particularly interesting: 


http://home.olemiss.edu/~jpcongle/aramark.htm! 

There is also a site about the food poisoning incidents Aramark dealt with; how- 
ever, on that site none of the links worked (that site can be found using the ‘Aramark 
food sucks’ search phrase as well). 

| have a feeling that you must have covered this topic before; if so, I’m sorry, but 
I’m new here so | didn’t really know. If not, then perhaps this might lead to an interest- 
ing future feature. 

thanks for your time! Keep up the great work! 

-aslam 


Aslam, 

My hat goes off to you for your intrepid work. Yes indeed Aramark and their 
practices do not go unnoticed around the Underground office. Look out for 
something special on the subject in a future issue. - Andrew 


| was surfing the net and came upon your site. Boy does this bring back memo- 
ries. | was a columnist for the old Balcony Square back in the late 70s. In fact it was 
my first taste of journalism which has led to a successful career in the field. | wish 
everyone on staff good luck in the future. 


Jeff Rosen 


mailto: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 
subject: letters 


Editorial Correction 


In last week’s issue of the Underground, | made a statement in regards to a rumor 
| heard about the SCSU and a liquor license. However, | was gravely mistaken and 
furthermore misinformed as the SCSU has no liquor license to lose. | apologize to 
the SCSU for any harm caused by my remarks, and will be more careful with my facts 
in the near future. 


Sincerely, 
Christian Lucier 
News/Life Editor 


Don't do drugs because if you do drugs 
you'll go to prison, and drugs are really 
expensive in prison. 


5 Jkolala) InkettehWitelk 
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The Future of Communications 


Faheem Merchant 


Technology today is an ever-chang- 
ing ocean of wealth, not just in its riches 
but also in its knowledge. No one has 
seen the technology of tomorrow, and 
to predict it would be nothing less than 
slander; because the technology you 
currently admire is already obsolete. The 
future of communications is bright, even 
the smallest of its inventions can revolu- 
tionize our present day. Communications 
is also changing. Cell phones can now 
do what computers couldn't do before, 
computers today can solve problems 
that previously was either impossible or 
time-consuming and with a great deal of 
accuracy. 

What then is the future of these com- 
munications that we not only cherish but 
depend on? 

The first is to be able to build com- 
munication products that are fascinating; 
this seems to be satisfactory because we 
are building smaller and better products 
to do more tasks. The more we fall into 
this end of the scale the further we move 
away from the more important task that 


society expect us to also fulfill. That is 
being able to build more reliable commu- 
nications for society's enjoyment. With all 
the technology we have it is not impos- 
sible to be able to expose loopholes in 
web sites, and phone conversations. 
Society expects a balance in these two 
domains and we seem to concentrate 
more on the external or superficial 
surface rather than the inner. | do not 
stand here to criticize the advances that 
are made today in this sphere, instead | 
encourage more to be done, but we must 
accomplish these tasks in balance. To 
illustrate my example, take for example 
a bank that has a great location, excel- 
lent service, and a high interest rate. 
This bank seems great from the outside 
but to accurately rate this bank we must 
equally judge it on it internal cash control 
methods, its vault security, its efficiency 
in serving its customers and its domestic 
audits. The future of communications too 
is like this bank it can have endless pos- 
sibilities when you look at its exterior but 
the real test is its interior. 


| am not bounding the future of com- 
munications here by saying that paper 
will become obsolete and only elec- 
tronic signals will be transferred or long 
distance calls will become cheaper and 
more reliable or globalization is inevi- 
table because in the future every human 
will be able to talk to every other human. 
That is because there is no restricting 

the future of communications in a 
fence and saying that what exists in this 
fence is the only direction that the future 
of communications will head in. In fact 
that is what makes communications so 
appealing because the road ahead is 
endless and the twists and turns that 
communications can take are everiast- 
ing. Hence the future of communications 
lies in its ability to be able to serve us, 
society. Not with the kind of technology 
that engineers and scientists believe 
will solve our problems but with technol- 
ogy that society demand to resolve and 
explain its inconveniences. 


Paid for by the Organization of Concerned 
Citizens for the Promotion of Evil 
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A Challenge to 
the Art Students 


Jeannette Rabito 


Have you eve 
cafeteria? Probal _ 
some Benjamin Moore paint and is plastered in ugly concrete. 
Our very durable school loves this stuff; unfortunately, it 
does no justice to the eye. 
Our minds need a little boost of colour to get those perti- 
nent juices flowing. Many students find it hard to study and feel 
uncomfortable in the very cold, dreary concrete block we call a = a a f 
univer | Consumers: Victims o 
During November 3-4, art vendors held a poster sale in the 
meeting place. It was amazing at how the crowds responded co) 
to colour. Somehow people drew away from the grey and were th ef a d N c - 
attracted to the vibrant colours of the rainbow. People seemed e r n a mM re Nn Zy 5 
excited and relieved to feast their eyes on something sensa- i ; 
tional. i 1 
UTSC would be more student-friendly if it could allow those Julie Grajales 
who are artistically inclined, like our very talented art students, 
to give UTSC some spice by displaying their masterpieces Undoubtedly, we live in the Age of back in shoppingi? The answer to these 
throughout the school. the Brand. For example, take a look at questions is probably of course not. Nike 
It is really disappointing to know that UTSC’s only source our school. We have our very own Pizza __ shoes just happen to have a fashionable 
of eye candy is Tim Horton's and the cafeteria near the gym. Pizza fi the primary competition of our appeal to consumers, as does a jacket 
So to all you artists out there bring our schoo! to life, make the less popular, no-name H-Wing cafeteria. from the Gap. il just like the way it looks,i 
hideousness disappear and bring some Benjamin Moore paint Coke machines are lurking behind every __is more often than not the simple reason 
to our walls. corner that we turn. And the result? Ifa behind a typical consumeris choice of 
Diet Coke, a bottle of Dasani water, or shoes or clothes. And hey, shopping 
any other Coca-Cola trademark bever- at Old Navy is a cheaper alternative to 
age doesnit quench our thirst, then noth- the Gap fi an obvious appeal. But as for 
ing does. Fellow students are walking seeing such brands as affecting some 
billboards, wearing clothes that bear the _ sort of significant life changeO the sen- | 
logos of Gap, Old Navy, Enyce, and the timent seems almost preposterous, as | 
like. Brands are more omnipresentinour does the idea that consumers actually 
lives than they have ever been before buy into this. While the corporate world 
causing many to question, and criticize, may attempt to influence the ideology 
the continually growing emphasis on behind consumer decisions, simply put, | 
brand names. it just doesnit happen. 
As Naomi Klein puts it, the corporate Ultimately, the choice is ours. Yes, 
world is to blame for this brand name brands are manifested everywhere. 
frenzy. Large corporations mold con- True enough, the corporate world is 
sumer choice through manipulative mar- continually finding ways to invade our 
keting strategies and no longer sell justa space, and with their countless logo- 
product, but an idea, a lifestyle. Virtually emblazoned advertisements, their efforts 
every bus shelter has been appropri- to influence consumers seems unrelent- 
ated by the latest Nike or Skechers ad. ing. But Coca-Cola doesnit physically 
According to Klein and her proponents, force us to consume their drinks. And the 
such ads captivate its viewers, andin the Gap doesnit physically pull us into their 
midst of these tantalizing temptations to stores to expend all of our money there. 
buy into the lifestyle that they endorse, No... the fact is, we choose these brand 
consumers are coerced into buying names. We cannot simply fault the cor- 
Sonyis newest TV, or an obsolete-bound porate world. After all, it is our demand | 
IBM laptop. But how much of this mar- that they satisfy. We buy Gap and Old | 
keting propaganda do consumers truly Navy clothing because we like they 
take to heart, and what is the true extent way they look. We buy products from 
of its effects? Wal-Mart because they have the lowest 
The predator-prey relationship that is prices aroundO and who doesnit want a 
attributed to the corporate world and its good deal nowadays? Realistically, we 
ivictimizedi consumers should be exam- ele not motivated to buy a pair of Nike 
ined more closely. Ask yourself this:’ shoes by some sort of idea that wearing 
when you buy a new pair of Nike shoes, them projects. Our decisions as con- 
is it because you genuinely believe that sumers appeal either to our economically 
it will somehow better you on the bas- practical side (hence, the avid Wal-Mart | 
ketball court, just like the ads depict? shopper), or to our fashion sense. The | 
Do you sincerely believe that acquiring extent to which brand names permeate 
a jacket from the Gap will somehow our lives is according to our discretion 
elevate you socially? Are you impelled to because as consumers, the ultimate 
shop at Old Navy because it iputs the fun _ choice is always ours. 
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ARC Ope 


Complete is not 
necessarily the word | would 
use to describe the state of the ARC at 
its opening last Wednesday. Sure, there 
were balloons, champagne, and all the 
appropriate big-wigs present, but there 
were splotches of incompleteness here 
and there indicating that there was a 
rush to get ready for this “momentous” 
day. Sections of the roof above the stage 
in the large lecture room lacked paint, 
and the concrete pillars in this room had 
sloppy black rings painted around them. 
Despite these small flaws, there were a 
number of esteemed speakers eager to 
take the podium and celebrate the open- 
ing, such as UTSC alumni and newly 
appointed Minister of Training, Colleges, 
and Universities, Mary-Anne Chambers 
and award winning ARC architect Brian 
Mackay-Lyons. 

Exciting was a word put to hard use 
at the opening. All of the speakers were 
thrilled in regards to the new addition at 
UTSC. Ms. Chambers mentioned how 
she was very happy to be here, because 
in many ways, she is a part of UTSC in 
that she attended school here. However, 
Ms. Chamber’s speech seemed to be 
more directed towards her newly obtained 
political position rather then the opening 
of the ARC itself. She further went on to 
describe how when the Premier called to 
offer her the position she was very happy 
and eager to get to work. Ms. Chambers 
took the time to state that as Minister 
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of Training, 
St Colleges, and 
Universities, 
she wants to make a com- 
mitment to freezing tuition fees, but 
such a move would require cooperation 
between both universities and the gov- 
ernment. Lastly, Ms. Chambers men- 
tioned how she knew some people who 
felt that UTSC was an often-neglected 
campus, but with the ARC completed 
and new buildings to come, it will now 
surely stand out. 

Award winning ARC architect, Brian 
Mackay-Lyons was by far the most 
interesting guest speaker for obvious 
reasons. Mr. Mackay-Lyons opened his 
speech by stating that the design of the 
ARC was a collaboration between two 
firms, and that with the success of the 
ARC, this new relationship will endure. 
On a lighter note, he also talked about 
how following UTSC architect, John 
Andrews was a tough act to follow. More 
interesting though, was the information 
Mr. Mackay-Lyons provided concerning 
the ARC building. He stated that the 
idea with the design of the ARC was to 
mesh the suburban with the urban. Mr. 
Mackay-Lyons then went on to discuss 
the materials used in the ARC. There are 
three primary materials, which are con- 
crete (bars), wood (cherry), and steel, 
which he wittingly referred to as the black 
jewelry of the ARC. By using so few 
materials, Mr. Mackay-Lyons_ believes 


he was able to achieve beauty through 
simplicity. For those that don’t know, the 
ARC was a twenty three million dollar 
project, and remarkably came in fifteen 
percent under budget. Well, there is one 
thing to be said about simplicity (beauty 
aside); it certainly is cheaper. 

Following the speeches was an 
interactive demonstration of the techni- 
cal and design power of the new lecture 
room. As the curtains covering the walls 
were raised for the presentation, the 
audience was informed that by raising 
these curtains the acoustics of the room 
were enhanced. |! was expecting to see 
some sort of sleek black wall behind 
the curtain, but bricks were sadly the 
surprise. Then two talented singers 
and a piano player (Associate Principal 
for Academic Resources, tenor Robert 
Campbell Ph. D., and third year student, 
soprano Michelle Righetti with the piano 
accompaniment of Leonard Whiting, Dip. 
Op. Perf., instructor in the music depart- 
ment and Music Director of Ensemble 
Tryptych, a vocal theatre company in 
Toronto.) came on stage and sang some 
opera number, and it was very acousti- 
cally satisfying. What are these magic 
bricks? After the musical performance, 
a jumbo screen was lowered and a time- 
line of pictures covering the duration of 
the ARC’s construction were displayed. 
On a side note, | remember working 
grounds at UTSC in the summer and 
lugging that bloody heavy screen into the 


news 


then skeletal lecture room. It was a cool 
experience to see it built and furnished. 

| have to say that | was somewhat 
disappointed at the opening of the ARC. 
All the guest speakers were “excited,” 
“thrilled,” and “happy” for the opening, 
but not once was there any true mention 
of the severe inconvenience the library 
construction had on the students of 
UTSC. Not once did any of those higher 
authority figures at UTSC, sitting in the 
reserved front row seats, say something 
along the lines of an apology for the nui- 
sance and trouble caused by the ARC 
construction. Did we, the students, at 
UTSC loose a library for close to two 
years? Yes. Was our substitution library 
inadequate? Yes. Did we receive any 
decrease in tuition fees because of the 
inconvenience? Hell no. But then again, 
remorse is something the University of 
Toronto was never good at. It’s a put up 
or shut up mentality here. Exciting times 
they certainly are... 


*Note: More information about the new 
Academic Resource Centre can be 
found at  http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/ 
~advancement/growth/about.html#arc 
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When Re-Play 
Stopped 


Theft within the UTSC Gallery 


Sarah Milanes 
Copy Editor 


The UTSC Gallery was robbed less than a week after mounting its 
exhibition of Re-play, an exhibit that presents artists who examine, in 
visual form, the culture of popular music. Breaking through The Gallery’s 
main gate, thieves took several pieces of audio-visual equipment 
between the night of Oct. 28 and the morning of Oct. 29. 

With this vandalism within the campus, several things comes to mind; 
first, the image of UTSC and its student body. UTSC has launched a 
major campaign in promoting itself as the “Meeting Place for Great 
Minds.” This exhibit is featured in several prominent galleries in the city 
(including the AGO), and for our Gallery to be the only one to be vandal- 
ized, we must ask ourselves how this reflects on our campus. 

Not to mention how insulting it is that there is hardly any respect 
given to artworks — students and professional artists — within this 
campus. Disregarding UTSC’s campaign, is this really the kind of image 
that we, the student body, wants to portray? 

The second and most important issue is safety. Regardless of the 
time that the theft occurred, with the amount of equipment stolen, the 
fact that the gate was broken (a daunting task I’m sure) and the Gallery’s 
location within the Meeting Place (a very open space), one can only 
wonder about security within the campus. 

The campus has a reputation of being unsafe, just imagine another 
Paul Bernardo being able to walk around the campus at that time. Gives 
you the shiver doesn’t it? So take some action, ask questions. Why 
didn’t you know that The Gallery was robbed or the fact that there aren’t 
any calls being made to students for any information that might help? 

Remember when the Arcade was robbed last year and several post- 
ers were placed within the campus alerting the students about the theft? 
Why isn’t anything like that currently being done? 

Ask yourself this — how can you protect yourself from something 
that you don’t know about? If this article wasn’t written, would you have 
known about the theft within The Gallery? How many other incidents 
such as these has happened within the campus and the student body 
remained oblivious to? This is our school and we have the right to know 
about the dangers that happen within it. 
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Do As | Say, Not As | Do 


And I'm doing crystal. 


Sachin Hingoo 
Advertising Manager 


| feel that, in a small way, | have the fairly rare oppor- 
tunity to speak to a large group of people through this 
newspaper, and that it is my duty to help educate and 
even shape the young minds that happen across this 
rag. It is for this reason that I'd like to talk to you today 
about the slight burning sensation in my nostrils that is 
soon going to become a razor-sharp sting, soon to be 
followed by an exhilarating high, which will then turn me 
into ambition manifest. 

| should preclude this diatribe with a warning: most 
of the crystal you'll find in this and most cities is quite 
dirty and not fit for consumption by anyone but the 
bleary-eyed, drooling masses that prowl Richmond 
Street after the clubs let out on a Friday night, search- 
ing for something to prolong that bit of drunkenness or 
to keep that ecstasy high going just a little longer. | 
strongly recommend that if you decide to try meth, that 
you acquire it from someone that you really trust, and 
has tried that particular batch before. Buying crystal off 
the street is like Russian Roulette — they cut that shit 
with drain cleaner. And those are the good dealers. 

But let’s say that you’re offered some crystal from 
a trusted buddy, and you're pretty sure that it’s safe. 
Maybe you're on your way out to the bar and hey, you’ve 
had a long day, right? You deserve it. Acrystal high can 
be a pretty cool thing if you’re safe about it. 

The first thing you should know is that crystal is not 
cocaine. Its effects and methods of ingestion are simi- 
lar, but they last quite a bit longer and a much smaller 
dose will usually get you off. Say it with me, people: 
bumps not lines, at least to start with. | wouldn’t want 
you to overdose, which is relatively easy with our friend 
meth. In a related note, mixing crystal with other drugs 
is for advanced users only. If you’re unsure about 
it, don’t do it. This is a pretty good general rule with 
narcotics. | can’t stress enough the importance of a 
controlled environment in which you ca dose for the 
first time. You'll want to be in a comfortable place with 
people that you trust. Never attempt to dose for the first 
time by yourself, especially with chemicals. 

The second thing to know is that if you’re a guy, 
you should probably clear your schedule with your sig- 
nificant other. Mr. Wiggles is not going to be very busy 
for at least a few hours. This is symptomatic of most 
amphetamines including cocaine and speed. There's 
probably a scientific explanation for this, but if you really 
want to know, ask a Bio student, or if you’re a Bio stu- 
dent, ask yourself. 

Water. Drink it. You can become easily dehydrated 
whilst in the grips of a meth high, and nothing is worse 
than collapsing while you’re out partying. That's just 
embarrassing and of course, potentially lethal. Alcohol 
can dehydrate you as well, so go easy on the Bacardi. 
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Also important is the issue of sleep. As in, you won't 
be doing a whole lot of that. You may find that you’re 
awake for hours, or depending on the quality of the shit 
you get, days. This can work for or against you. Time 
will seem to fly by like the demons buzzing around my 
head right now. If you’re an experienced ecstasy-user, 
or have no real problem staying up late at night, then 
this won't bother you very much. However, if you’ve 
never seen the goblins that materialize in your twenty- 
eighth hour of sleeplessness, you may want to ease into 
this experience. Never, | repeat, never do crystal the 
night before an exam or something important. Being 
awake does not mean that you are functional. 

One thing that people don’t understand about 
chemical drugs is that there is a certain karmic ele- 
ment that is always maintained. The universe is trying 
to keep itself in balance, and you live in the universe, 
right? Some clichés: what goes up, must come down 
and everything that has a beginning, has an end. Just 
like ecstasy, crystal has a come-down, and it’s usually 
pretty crunchy. Don’t plan to be doing anything very 
useful for quite a while. You will feel like sleeping, but 
you won't be able to. Once the tweak is over, you will 


PROS 


- you will get a lot of things done 


- music will sound fantastic 


- you will feel like the King (or Queen) of the World 


- you will be able to converse with anyone, on any 
subject, for hours 


- you will feel incredibly attractive to the opposite sex 


- your heart will race like you’re in love 


- you will stay awake for days - you will stay awake for days, unable to fall asleep, even 
when you really really want to. 


- your heart will race to the point that you may need 
medical attention. 


feel like doing precisely nothing. When |’m in this state 
(as | will be in a few hours from now), | usually just relax 
and watch a familiar movie that’s not too hard to follow 
(stay away, David Lynch!) 

On a serious tip, there’s the issue of addiction. If 
you find that you’re doing crystal (or any drug) more and 
more often by yourself outside of a social atmosphere, 
then you might have a problem. Of course, only you 
know when you're approaching (or have reached) this 
stage. | think the most important thing | can tell you 
here is to listen to your body. You will know when it’s 
time to stop, or when something is wrong. We're pretty 
fortunate to go to school in a major urban centre, where 
information and help are quite readily available to those 
who need it. Take advantage of them. 


If you’re seeking more information about crystal and 
other drugs, visit www.torontoraverinfoproject.ca and 
www.erowid.org. Both are fantastic drug information 
resources, and | suggest that you consult them before 
trying any narcotic. TRIP also provides links to addic- 
tion centres, in case you get one toke over that prover- 
bial line. Now don’t say | never gave you anything. 
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- the things you do may be poorly done, and the essays/ 
articles you write might be completely incoherent. Never 
hand something in that you've written on drugs without 
reading it while you're sober. | should probably have 
taken my own advice. 


- you will stop eating (for anorexics, move this into the 
‘PRO’ column) 


- when the crystal wears off, you will feel like po’ white 
trash. Then you will feel like you're going to die from 
your brain trying to eat itself. 


- the people you are conversing with, though enthralled, 
will likely be repelled by your bugged-out eyes and 
frantic breathing. 


- if you are a male, you will have some serious problems 
down there for at least 6 hours (this is actually true for 
all amphetamines, so you coke-heads in Management 
aren't off the hook either) 
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Are Canadians deep or depressing? 
Douglas Coupland at the Festival of Authors 


The 24" annual International Festival of Authors 
ended on November 1 after a long week of interviews 
and readings from some of the world’s greatest writers. 
Along with such Canadian talents as Margaret Atwood 
and Ann-Marie MacDonald was a reading by Douglas 
Coupland, the international bestseller recognized as the 
exponent of Generation X in the nineties. 

His newest book, Hey Nostradamus!, is another 
look at the trials of the younger generation by explor- 
ing the impact of Columbine-like school shootings. The 
Underground was present at his reading to sample this 
new book. 

Upon arrival, | was handed a program with the 
names of the other authors reading, looking with disin- 
terest at the three names that proceeded Coupland. | 
was there to see an author | knew and | didn’t really care 
what three other writers from the U.K. might be reading. 
However, | found my cynicism to be misplaced. 

The evening began with the Scottish writer Louise 
Welsh reading from her amusing Glasgow mystery 
The Cutting Room. Even more entertaining was the 
hilarious, dark humour of Dan Rhodes, who read from 
Anthology and his newest book Timoleon Vieta Come 
Home. Something about his self-deprecating perfor- 
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mance reminded me how instantly appealing the British 
can be. The third reader, Jasper Fforde, presented a 
bizarre and complicated novel placed in a world popu- 
lated by the devices of literature called The Well of Lost 
Plots. 

After the three hilarious writers with accents were 
done, out came Douglas Coupland armed with his new 
book. The change in the atmosphere was palpable. 
Coupland didn’t have a charming accent or a funny 
opener. He spoke in a quiet voice, had a very gentle 
and calming air about him, and began by assuring us 
that this was the last event he would be doing to pro- 
mote Hey Nostradamus!. He opened the book and 
began reading passages. 

He began with a young girl’s journal of her dealings 
with high school cliques and from there moved into 
her own vivid description of the school shooting she 
became trapped in. Coupland’s writing is incredibly 
intuitive in creating a dialogue of the conscious mind. 
His narratives read out like the minds of the characters, 
with all the simple insights and natural contrasts of a 
person’s train of thought. His reading was so surreal, 


seeing a school shooting through the eyes of a student, 
that its realism was shocking. 
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Arts Editor 


When he was done Coupland then directed the 
audience in a group exercise he called a cell phone 
sonata. He told us that when the police entered the 
cafeteria in Columbine during the school shooting the 
quiet. of the empty school was broken by a chorus of 
abandoned cell phones ringing in the dark as people 
tried to reach the students who had fled or were still 
caught inside. Coupland had the audience mimic this 
strange spectacle by holding up our own cell phones 
in the dark and playing with the ring tone options. The 
strange music that filled the theatre from the scattered 
lights of the cell phones had an eerie beauty to it. 

It was strange to see the contrast between 
Coupland’s serious and touching reading and the 
light-hearted humour of the other writers. Certainly his 
subject matter was darker than the others, but much like 
the cell phone sonata, there was an eerie beauty to the 
human voice with which Coupland described the mas- 
sacre of teenagers in a high school. His gift for record- 
ing the thoughts of others has not dulled. 

The International Festival of Authors is an annual 
event hosted by Harbourfront centre and you can find 
out more about it at their website, www.readings.org. 
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Soundtracks comes to UTSC 
Contemporary portion of art fest very digital 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


Last week a new exhibition opened at 
The Gallery, UTSC’s small art gallery that 
quietly exists in a corner of the Meeting 
Place. The interesting thing about this 
newest exhibit is that it is actually part of a 
city-wide art festival taking place in seven 
different art galleries across Toronto. The 
series, called Soundtracks, focuses on the 
mutual influences that have run between 
music and visual arts throughout the last 
century of Canadian art. Separated into 
three sections, each focusing on a different 
time period, the series tries to express the 
great variety of form these dueling influences 
take. 

The Gallery is taking part in the third, 
contemporary portion of the Soundtracks 
series called Re-play. Featuring the work 
of three young artists, UTSC’s contribution 
deals with the relation between people and 
landscapes, a strong theme throughout the 
history of Canadian art. The pieces contrast 
the image of the musician against the vary- 
ing landscapes that have inspired more clas- 
sic Canadian artists like the Group of Seven 
(who are featured in the first portion of the 
series called Come a Singing! that is being 
displayed at the McMichael Art Collection 
north of Toronto). 

However, unlike the beautiful paintings of 
rural life featured in the older collections, the 
pieces shown at The Gallery are all exam- 
ples of visual art via the digital camera. This 
raises a whole new issue of contrast within 
the series to be considered, namely, how has 
the impact of the digital camera and amateur 
photography effected art in the past decade. 
Looking at the pieces in The Gallery, the 
benefits are questionable. 

Digital cameras have made photography 
as a visual art form extremely accessible to 
the amateur artist. Many people would think 
that anything that lets people create and 
enjoy art more easily would be a good thing. 
But the less a person struggles to achieve 
their art, the shallower the art becomes. The 
works being shown at UTSC are all clever 
and elegant examples of how music and 
the figure of the artist can be cast against 
the backdrop of stark and verdant Canadian 
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to Heaven performed on a dark, majestic S 
beachside. Still, the one-dimensional nature 
of the digital art form is present. 

| am in no way discrediting photogra- 
phy as an art form. I’m a big Ansel Adams 
fan. But looking over the digital collection 


being shown on campus, it just seems that 
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tion of the other exhibits involved, at http: 
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An Experiment in Vandalism - Reverse Psychology in the Graffiti Wars 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 
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Some inventive UTSC student has taken it upon 
themselves to conduct an experiment that may poten- 
tially reduce the amount of graffiti in the college. 
Monday afternoon | noticed that three study cubicles in 
the S-Wing had been lined with coloured bristol boards. 
Questions had been written on the boards and students 
had been very eager to answer them. 

In many cases, the answers were very much like the 
foul-mouthed graffiti that can be found on the cubicles 
themselves. However, it seems that the students have 
no problem writing rude messages on these boards 
instead of actual school property. Therefore, by encour- 
aging graffiti, this method actually reduces it. Pictured 
here are some of the more “interesting” responses... 
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The Revolution Must Be Marketed 


The good, the bad, and the ugly truth about The Matrix Revolutions 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 
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We live in a society were cultural 
values are on a constant downslide. 
This can be seen by the current batch of 
films being pumped out by the Hollywood 
moneymaking machine. Hacks like Jerry 
Bruckheimer can make millions forcing 
talent actors to spew out dated one- 
liners in between the rapid-fire shots of 
explosions and breasts. Not that there’s 
anything wrong with that style when it’s 
done right (e.g. Kill Bill), but it's watered 
down to such an extent that it’s hardly 
even enjoyable. 

In many ways the final installment of 
The Matrix trilogy falls victim to these cli- 
chés. I'll get the good stuff out of the way 
first. Revolutions scores big time when it 
comes to action. The all-out war in Zion 
is incredibly shot. It's a sequence that 
takes most of the film to go through and 
probably worth the price of admission (if 
you go the Morningside theatre where it 
only costs $7.50). The final confronta- 
tion between digital messiah Neo and 
the viral Agent Smith out-shines their 
clash in Reloaded and here it’s only two 
of them. At moments of peak action, the 
film is indeed a nail-biter; which is good 


because it might distract you from the 
absolutely horrid dialogue that the cast is 
forced to push through their gullets. 

The script is full of Hollywood schlock 
normally reserved for films that have the 
words Furious and Fast in the title. The 
one-liners are heavy throughout the film, 
ranging from the usual sexual innuen- 
does to war sentiments usually heard 
in crap-fests like Armageddon. The two 
exceptions here are Agent Smith (Hugo 
Weaving), whose psychobabble is as 
fun as ever, and The Oracle (Mary Alice 
replacing the late Gloria Foster) whose 
restraint in the face of the big noises and 
shiny things works perfectly. 

That being said, | still liked this movie. 
That may be due in part to the fact that 
| came into it really wanting to like it. 
There’s a lot to like in the film but direc- 
tors Andy and Larry Wachowski’s initial 
triumph with the first film was that it was a 
sci-fi/fantasy film overflowing with effects 
that still managed to provoke thought. 
Although | acknowledge that Revolutions 
is basically half a movie that pretty much 
begins at the climax, that’s no excuse for 
childish level of writing that is exhibited. 


ey ues Biclie ge Poteet Nd 


sols xt 
Vietea 8 


\ 
\ 


P = 
eS Pe Pi | 


Reviews 


http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 


Wednesday, November 12, 2003 


Cate Keeps Veronica Guerin Afloat 


Aldwin Era 


a 


Phone Booth was ninety minutes of 
my life | will never have again and, | must 
admit, | approached Veronica Guerin with 
a little trepidation. What would good ol’ 
Joel Schumacher cough up in this highly 
anticipated biopic? As the closing credits 
flashed and the lights illuminated in the 
theater | overheard a woman behind me 
delivering a post-film verdict. “That was 
all Cate,” she said. | turned and nodded. 
“Yeah, it was wasn’t it?” 

Cate Blanchett, Academy Award 
nominee for Elizabeth perhaps more 
famously recognized as “Galadriel” from 
the Lord of the Rings trilogy, may be the 
sole reason movie-goers have for watch- 
ing an otherwise shallow reconstruction 
of a drug infested Dublin during the mid- 
nineties. Her turn as the savagely mur- 
dered crime-beat reporter for the Irish 
Independent has certainly elevated her 
status as one of the premier actresses 
of this time. Mastering the difficult-to- 
authenticate Irish brogue, Blanchett 
formidably portrays the head-strong and 
relentless journalist, showcasing her 
gritty determination to uncover the source 
of Dublin’s pervasive drug dilemma. It is 
this sheer resoluteness which anchors 
the film and prevents it from evaporat- 
ing into the thin residue Guerin truly 
is. Blanchett’s interpretation is raw and 
nude, refusing to resort to the cheap 
high-strung and overly dramatic perfor- 


mances that seem to garner Academy 
Awards these days. If this year’s Oscar 
is in the market for subtle yet powerful 
performances instead of in place of bla- 
tant and haphazard ones, Cate Blanchett 
is certainly among the front runners for 
the coveted statuette. 

Yet a film can only be carried so far 
by its actors, or, in this case, actress. 
Joel Schumacher seems to have repack- 
aged the archetypical drug-related film in 
this semi-polished yet mundane biopic. 
From the typically leather clad chain 
smoking Mafioso types to the predict- 
ably terrorized family to the overdrawn 
and exaggerated musical accompani- 
ment on the death of the protagonist, 
Joel Schumacher offers very little in the 
innovative film-making department. Yes, 
Veronica Guerin succeeds in canon- 
izing the dynamic and courageous Irish 
journalist yet merely strokes the cere- 
bral surface. Guerin fails to delve into 
any sufficient examination of the stimuli 
responsible for her ferocious compul- 
sions. Blanchett seemingly had to dig 
deep with the restrained and cautious 
script for it afforded the film few oppor- 
tunities at providing insight into her com- 
plex psyche. Had it not been for a hand- 
ful of critical scenes, particularly one 
in which Guerin discloses her veritable 
fears to her supportive husband following 
a malicious attack, Guerin may have well 


been a dramatic whitewash. Despite the 
evident shortcomings, the film garners 
somewhat more credibility with the crude 
performance of Gerard McSorley playing 
the vicious drug lord Gilligan. Yet even 
with such stellar performances, Veronica 
Guerin falls short of being a commend- 
able piece of filmmaking. 

| strolled out of the Paramount the- 
ater unsure of what to make of the film 
and perhaps partially recovering from the 
twenty minute Celtic wailing sequence 
that concluded it. All | could truly con- 
clude was that it was entirely Cate’s pic. 
Whether her portrayal will rival those of 
the plethora of potentially Oscar-worthy 
performances (i.e. Gwenyth Paltrow’s 
turn in Sylvia or Nicole Kidman’s work in 
Cold Mountain and The Human Stain) is 
yet to be seen. What /s for certain is that 
an Oscar will eventually be added to an 
already stellar repertoire. 
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As a young child, | once stumbled across a poster 
pull out of an old, shriveled, rather grotesque man with 
exposed pubic hair. As my eyes simultaneously cringed 
with fear and gleamed with curiosity | looked at the cap- 
tion and read “Iggy Pop — father of punk rock” 

Of course, first impressions aren't everything. | later 
saw him in an interview, where he arrogantly accredited 
his own views as superior over all other “non-punk rock- 
ers,” and savagely insulted the journalist's remarks. 

Resulting from these moments, | have attributed 
Iggy Pop as a creature of darkness and masochism. 
Yet his grave influence to the current state of rock music 
cannot be denied. He is the perfect recipe for a punk 
rock God. And that’s exactly who he is. 

Sparking his initial success was his band The 
Stooges in 1973. With a little help from fan David 
Bowie, the album “raw power’ was created. Punk fans 
now acknowledge this album as a classic masterpiece. 
However, The Stooges crumbled quickly and Iggy fell 
into years of drug abuse issues. However, he has 
proven to be a survivor for his solo work throughout the 
eighties and nineties was extremely successful. 

Astonishingly enough, Iggy and The Stooges have 
recorded new music for the first time in over thirty years. 
His new album, Skull Ring hit stores on November 4", 
and consists of some new solo work, four new Stooges 
tracks, as well as material featuring Peaches, Sum 41, 
Green Day and The Trolls. 

It is evident that Iggy and The Stooges attempted 
to preserve their raw and clangy seventies punk rock 
sound. The first track “Electric Chair’ is reminiscent to 
their original music. Guitarist Scott Aceton maintains 
screeching semi-melodic sequences, while unrelenting 
heavily distorted power chords serve as the basis of 
accompaniment to Iggy’s gritty voice. Songs like “Skull 
Ring” and “Loser” are slightly more modern sound- 


Iggy tries to get his groove back 


Kim Radford 


ing and incorporate the recent punk trend of random 
“ooohhs’ to create a lighter feeling. Iggy lacks his once 
riveting punk vocals, yet manages to hang onto a less 
menacing voice that captures the listener. In addition, 
Iggy’s former angst and anarchist mentality expressed 
in past lyrics were replaced with the words of a horny, 
burnt out middle-aged man. Choruses consisting of 
“Skull rings, fast cars, hot chicks, fancy things” as well 
as “I’m a dead rock star, I’m a dead rock star etc” were 
a big let down. 

Shocking aspects of this album were the tracks 
incorporating Sum 41 and Green Day. With punk 
pioneers such as Johnny Rotten openly ridiculing and 
scorning the state of modern punk rock, the merging 
of the classic and modern punk was thought by most 
as impossible. However, Iggy has proven to be the 
man to pull off this incredible feat. In fact, the two best 
tracks upon the entire album were the songs featuring 
Sum 41 and Green Day. Though the rugged, distorted 
noise of classic punk was omitted during these songs, 
a great new sound was created to compliment both art- 
ists’ sounds. In fact, the Green Day piece consisted of 
an incredibly catchy bass line and drum beat similar to 
Iggy’s “Passenger” from 1977. 

Iggy proves his artistic ability when he presents his 
solo work. A new tawny guitar sound is used and he 
sings in deep melodic passages expressing a whole 
new side of Iggy unseen in past work. 

Skull Ring, by \ggy Pop is an interesting album, 
and is worth a listen to any punk rock fan. Not only is 
there new Stooges music possessing a revived classic 
punk sound, there is also some interesting work on part 
of Sum 41 and Green day. In addition, his solo work 
is fresh and different from anything currently on the 
market. Iggy once again proves his skills as a veteran 
rocker and driven artist. 
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Library use 101 


Lisa Endersby 


It looks like it’s finally here, or at least 
it’s finally functioning. UTSC now has a 
newer, bigger library up and running, but 
what do students really think? Was all the 
construction and disruption really worth 
it? According to those who have had to 
pay a substantial late fee for the usage of 
the library’s materials, the answer seems 
to be no. 

Most students who have had the 
misfortune of paying out their hard 
earned cash at UTSC’s new library have 
expressed their surprise and dismay at 
the ‘outlandish’ rates, but a quick search 
of the UTSC website leads to a rather 
comprehensive page of information con- 


‘cerning the new V.W. Bladen library. 


First and foremost, right there under 
‘overdue fines,’ we find exactly the infor- 
mation we've been hunting for: 

1. ‘Overdue materials are charged 
at a rate of $0.50 per day, per item to a 
maximum of $75.00.’ 

2. ‘Overdue Short-Term Loan 
materials are charged at a rate of $0.50 
per hour, per item to a maximum of $7.50 
a day. No fines are charged for the first 
15 minutes a book is late.’ 

3. ‘Fines for recalled books are 
$2.00 per day, per book.’ 

Another important piece of informa- 
tion to go along with late fees, using 
that rational part of my brain that’s been 
asleep for most of today, would be exactly 
how long you can keep a borrowed book 
before it becomes overdue. There on 
the page, in table form no less, we see 
that undergraduates can keep borrowed 
materials for 14 days, while graduates 
and staff get to keep their books for 28 
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| see dead people 
When I’m hallucainating 
Help! It’s Aaliyah!! 


days. UTSC faculty, as usual, get the 
best deal with a loan period of 42 days, 
and each loan period is accompanied by 
one, and only one, renewal period for the 
same amount of time. You can even get 
‘a staff member at the Circulation desk’ 
to hold a book for you, though that’s just 
about all the information the site gives on 
that subject. 

So now that we know how long we 
can hold onto these important collections 
of information, it would probably make 
sense to know how exactly one would 
go about obtaining these vital academic 
resources (though if you ask members 
of certain disciplines *cough* computer 
science *cough* there seems to be no 
need to even set foot inside the newly 
constructed building). The UTSC T-card, 
more commonly referred to as, “the ID 
needed to write exams,” is the official 
library card. From what I’ve observed, 
borrowing a book is simply a matter of 
finding the one you want (which I’m sure 
will end up being an issue for a whole 
other article) and taking it up to the cir- 
culation desk. A lot of the people behind 
the desk are fellow students, and rather 
friendly ones at that, so don’t be afraid 
to ask them any questions I’ve failed to 
answer in this article. 

Overall, the Bladen library’s site is 
uncluttered and easy to navigate while 
providing good basic information for any 
student wishing to take advantage of this 
new resource. Hopefully the message 
‘we are still updating the site’ does in fact 
mean that new and more detailed infor- 
mation will be arriving soon. Check out 


the site at http://ibrary.utsc.utoronto.ca/ 
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g It's Saturday again, 12:10 p.m. | 
am in my beaten-up Volkswagen again, 

although this time | am nowhere as 

_ exciting as my usual bumper-to-bumper 
Q.E.W. | am on my way to the Gardner 
Expressway. | have just dropped off a 
colleague of mine and exited the cozi- 
ness and feigned safety of his ritzy 
Mount Pleasant Blvd. neighbourhood, 
in exchange for the dimly neon-lit and 
more apparent danger of Jarvis St.. 
We've just finished day six of a grueling 
14-day rehearsal schedule in the Leigha 
Leigh Browne Theatre at UTSC, and 
have not seen the light of day for as long. 
Exhausted and confused, | sit at the 
red light and watch an emaciated man 
poke a needle into his arm, as a woman 
stares into my car and then waves at 
the other passing cars, giving them the 
finger when they don’t stop. A second 
man, bearded and wearing a purple 
coat, slams on my hatchback as he 
walks behind my car, crossing the street 
towards the needle-yielding stranger. | 
rub my eyes and wonder if what I’m 
seeing is real. | muddily remember my 
editor telling me something about trying 
to do a drug-related issue, and the pic- 
ture | am confronted with reminds me of 
_ this theme. | fish through my guitar: case 
to pull out my book of lined paper, and — 

& ~ start to write as |, once again, drive. | am 

slightly surprised that | haven't received 
any questions yet about how drugs or 
alcohol affect sexual performance (since: 
university tends to be a place of experi- 
mentation and curiosity in these areas 
for many students). As with any sexual 
practice, there tends to be reasons why 
people partake in them and reasons why 
people might not want to. Here is a look 
at some of the most common drugs. 
Until next time, have fun, be safe, and let 
me know what you want to know. 


Cigarettes: 

Yes, we all know the ad campaign 
_that tells us that cigarettes make men 
"flaccid a.k.a. unable to obtain or sustain 


an erection). Cigarettes, when smoked | 


over relatively long periods of time 
or in large quantities, can restrict the 


flow of blood to the extremities of the — 


body, including the womb of a pregnant 
mother, fingers, toes, and even genitals. 
_ The penis is made up of three chambers 
that fill with blood in order to expand, 
_ and therefore, form an erection. When 
blood flow is restricted or irregular, it can 


__and be sustained. This is also true for 
Pine female reproductive system, as it 
_ similarly requires an increased supply 
of blood to the genital area in order for 


sexual arousal to occur. In addition to 
a lessened ability to become aroused, 
many of the chemicals found in ciga- 
rettes have other side effects, such as 
damaging sperm or the male’s ability to 
produce healthy sperm, or vaginal dry- 
ness in females. This is not to say that 
having one cigarette in your life will make 
you unable to have children or even have 
sex, but if you smoke for long enough, 
you may notice a difference in sexual 


“performance. (Haven't you ever heard” 


someone surprised at the fact that they 
can run, have more energy, etc. after 
quitting smoking? More energy and 
better cardiovascular health never hurt 
anyone’s sex life, either.) 


Alcohol: 

One of the most commonly used legal 
drugs among adults is alcohol. Alcohol 
is often thought of as.an aphrodisiac, 
because of its tendency to lessen inhibi- 
tions in its consumers. When consumed 
in small quantities, it has been known 
to enhance many sexual circumstances 
(ie. a glass of red wine over a nice 
dinner, or a glass of champagne with 


strawberries for dessert are two common 


examples of how an already sexy situa- 


tion can be given a little elegance with — 
be i 


the presence of alcohol). It must 
remarked, however, that someone who 
is intoxicated/inebriated/drunk is unable 


_ to make a conscious decision whether or 


not to have sex. The term “beer-goggles” 
(as in, “that woman/man looks really hot 
after a few drinks, but in the morning or 
sobriety that person actually is not quite 
as attractive as originally perceived to be) 
must be considered here. As well as the 
fact that a person may be unable to fend 
for themselves and inform their partner 
that they are not willing to have sexual 
intercourse if they have been drinking. 
Whether or not your partner wants to 
have sex with you and is able to consent, 
is a very difficult distinction to make. If 
in doubt as to whether their decision to 
engage in sexual intercourse is tainted 
or enhanced by alcohol, or whether it 
is a consenting one, opt for abstinence 
despite the temptation to do otherwise. 
Having sex with someone who is unable 
to consent to the interaction constitutes 
fape, and could not only endanger your 
partner, but also yourself. 
When consumed in larger quanti- 


ties, though, alcohol can prove to 


: have quite the pEposts cael on us 
_ becomerdifficutt-forthis:process*to-occur’=consumers=than tt antioned 


aphrodisiac qualities. Nicohal thins the 
blood and affects the supply of oxygen 
in the bloodstream. This can not only 
decrease sensitivity of the flesh (the 


typical numbness associ- 
ated with drunkenness) 
but also cause flaccidity, 
dryness of the mucous 
membranes of the body 
(nose, mouth, vaginal 
wall, etc. -due to dehydra- 
tion caused by alcohol). 
This can also cause an 
inability to reach orgasm 
(due to a combination of 
these side effec P 
loss of bodily functions, 

ie; vomiting. Also, alcohol 

can influence people to 

forget important factors 

of safe sex, such as the 

use of condoms or other 

methods. of birth control. 

This is not a generally 

a good idea, for many 

reasons ranging from 

unwanted pregnancies to 
transmitting STDs. 


Cannabis (a.k.a. pot, weed, 
juana, hash, sees 


can effect the sexual experience, and 
sedative properties of this drug ean also 
cause flaccidity or a lessened ability to 
obtain or sustain arousal in males) and 
females. 


eC odalnis and Crack: 

Cocaine is a highly’ addictive 
rally derived _ central-nervous-s 
stimulant from the coca plant. 
highly illegal to consume, possess, 
or distribute any cocaine products. 
a whitish powder that is 


as eee a bitter laste we) 


este. sexual arousal, ecreneed focus 
and feelings of invincibility, well being or 


happiness. The negative side effects 
include hot flashes, increased heart rate, 


heart problems, nausea/vomiting, anxiety — 
or paranoia, seizure, stroke, heart attack, — 
violent behaviour, death, etc. Smoking 
crack causes severe breathing and — 
lung problems, and snorting coke can 
also deteriorate the flesh of the septu 
(middle cartiladgeous part of the nose). 
It is not recommended that cocaine be 
consumed to increase the sexual expe 
ence, for obvious reasons other than the 
fact that it is illegal. 


MDMA (a.k.a. Ecstasy, “E”): 

MDMA is a psychedelic amphet 
amine derived from the essential oils 
the sassafras tree, and it is commonl 
sold in many clubs and raves. Itis illegal 
to possess and sell. It is known for its 
ability to make its consumers feel a con- 
nection to others, visual hallucinations, 
empathy, and comfort. In some women, 
it is said to produce a heightened sense 
of sexual arousal, and make the sexua 
experience more intense. It has the 
side effect of flaccidity in males. Th 
peak effects come very quickly from 
the drug, and often produce jarrin 
effects on the psyche. The “crash”, 
negative after-effects of the drug are also 
severe, and can include nervousness, 
paranoia, severe depression, uncontrol- 
lable clenching or chattering of the teeth 
and jaw, twitching, blackouts, dizziness, 
vomiting, extreme fatigue, death, et 
The day after consumption, consume 
often find it nearly impossible to function 
normally. Ecstasy is extremely varied 
and impure in its contents, and other side 
effects are likely, due to the unknown — 
substances the drug may contain in addi 
tion to MDMA. It is a tablet that is taken 
orally, although it can also be snorted. 
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Men’s tennis versus Intramural drama 


Alfonso Lorenzana 


For many years now, the intramural tennis tourna- 
ments have always been held at the downtown Athletic 
Centre; however, a bid offered by UTSC student reps 
to host the men’s singles tournament at Scarborough 
Campus has been ignored. 

Considering the past years’ tournament conditions, 
one would not understand why no one at the Athletics’ 
Department meetings approves this bid. Imagine having 
to play a tennis match for half an hour. The player who 
is leading or whoever has won a set after thirty minutes 
is the winner, and the other player is eliminated and 
becomes a spectator. How ridiculous is the fact that a 
typical UTSC competitor will have to travel downtown 
from Scarborough, play for 20 minutes and lose, then 
have no purpose of staying anymore? 

Considering that a player keeps winning every 
match, he gets no time to rest and must play the next 
round immediately. Why are there no breaks? This is 
because the lights at the AC shut off at 5:00 pm. The 
AC has 4 tennis courts, one of which is being used for 
something other than tennis. This means that all the 
matches are being squeezed onto two courts, and all 
matches through the final must be played within two 
hours. On top of that, all players must bring a can of 
tennis balls to the tournament! Overall, the intramural 
tennis tournaments have been disorganized and have 
created bad vibes among the players from all campuses 
alike. 

The bid to host at Scarborough Campus instead of 
the AC has many benefits. UTSC has eleven (that’s 
right, eleven) hard courts in the valley that is easily 
accessible from the campus. The players can bring 
family members or friends to watch. Tournament 
organizers can facilitate matches better, handle player 
disputes, and provide drinks and refreshments for play- 


ers in between matches. There will be no time limits, or 
limitations of court time because of the greater number 
of courts; thus allowing for longer matches and longer 
break periods. Players who lost early could play in 
consolation round matches with the other players who 
were ousted, giving them more match time and thus a 
more worthwhile tennis tournament experience, if this is 
done in late September. A message to the UofT intra- 
mural athletics honchos would be, “Spare the drama 
and improve the tennis!” Until then, things need to be 
changed. 

This year, Scarborough Campus sought to complete 
a back-to-back sweep of the men’s singles, which meant 
repeating what it did in the 2002-2003 season: to have 
winners in Beginner, Intermediate, and the Advanced 
levels. The Athletic Centre hosted the intramural sin- 
gles tournament during the weekend of October 18-19. 
The Intermediate level tournament took place on the 
18", and the Beginner/Advanced levels took the courts 
the following day. Despite the disorganized tournament 
conditions, the players from UTSC were able to pull off 
many great results. 

At the Beginner level, Ryan Pinheiro looked to 
defend his championship and bring back another title 
for Scarborough Campus. William Withers, also from 
UTSC, had to default because of exams, leaving 
Pinheiro to slice his way through four other UofT play- 
ers. Pinheiro reached the final and had a championship 
point in the tiebreak, but lost it due to bad sportsman- 
ship. Eric Dupaya from Victoria disputed that his own 
shot was good while Pinheiro saw very well that the 
shot landed outside the court, without a doubt. They 
ended up replaying the point, which Dupaya won, on his 
way to winning the tiebreak and the tournament. Ryan 
Pinheiro had to settle for runner-up this time, but still 


... because the gle ASS 


empty at The 


proved himself with a valiant effort. 

The Intermediate level tournament had a large 
“Scarborough contingent” (seven out of twenty players 
from UTSC) that wanted to “bring home the bacon’ in the 
single elimination tournament. It became obvious that 
UTSC dominated the tennis competition here, as three 
of its players reached the semifinal and the final rounds. 
Wilmer Yee reached the semifinal for the third straight 
year, but his powerful strokes could not get him by Omar 
Sheikh, who defeated him in a thriller by a close score of 
5-4. This led to an “all-Scarborough” final round match 
between Sheikh and Wong, which ended after Sheikh 
forced a tiebreak to decide the match. However, Peter 
Wong's slice backhands and high percentage game 
play proved superior, and led him to win his 2003-2004 
Intermediate Singles Championship. Other notable 
results from Scarborough’s players include Rio Liu and 
Rwi Cha, who both lost in tough first round matches, 
Steve Harper, who reached the round of 16, and Manuel 
Libramonte who reached this year’s quarterfinal. 

The best players in Scarborough Campus all wanted 
to prove themselves in the Advanced level tournament, 
where the competition reached the highest plateaus. 
The previous tournament winner, Nathan David, looked 
to defend his title for UTSC, but folded under the time 
pressure as he arrived late for his first round match 
against Ali Chaudry from SMC, who showed poor 
sportsmanship by insisting to default Nathan David. 
Our defending champion began the match with a one 
game penalty. He couldn’t focus on his game, and 
subsequently lost 4-0 under the twenty-minute time 
pressure situation. Despite the fact Nathan lost, there 


continued on following page 
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were five more players from UTSC shooting for that title. 
Wilmer Yee played as a substitute and lost 6-2 to Vlad 
Kooperman in the semifinal. On the bottom half of the 
draw, Alfonso Lorenzana defeated Chaudry 6-2 in the 
semifinal to set up an “all-Scarborough” final against 
Vlad Kooperman. 

In the final, Vlad attacked weak shots in the middle 
of the match with on-the-rise forehands (hitting the ball 
immediately as it comes off the ground), and broke 
Alfonso’s serve to go up 4-2, but Alfonso eventually 
broke back to tie the game at 5-5. Due to time con- 
straints, the tournament officiators decided that the 
two players should fight it out in a tiebreak. To win the 
tiebreak, either player would need to earn seven points 
and lead by a margin of two points. Both Vlad and 
Alfonso were serving very well, with their first serves 
coming very fast; about 186 kilometers per hour (115 
mph) on the AC’s slick surface. They fought hard for 
twelve points, and the score was dead even at 6-6. 
Now, one player would have to win two points in a row 
to win the Advanced championship. Alfonso had one 
more point on his serve, and he played it extremely 
well, hitting a solid first serve followed by an aggressive 
topspin forehand crosscourt, forcing Vlad to commit an 
error. A long baseline (backcourt) rally filled with pow- 
erful groundstrokes ensued on the next point, but Vlad 
committed an error trying to force a winner (a shot which 
the opponent is not able to return), and hit his shot into 
the net. Alfonso Lorenzana from Scarborough Campus 
became the new Advanced Singles champion, winning 
the tiebreak 8-6. A few notable results from UTSC 
players include Zukhraf Baig, who lost to Andrew Liu of 
Pharmacy in the quarterfinal, and Ruben Pinto, who lost 
to Ali Chaudry from SMC in the quarterfinal due to the 
fast courts and tough time pressure conditions. After his 
loss, Ruben said, “If this was played on a hard court, | 
would have done much better. | would have beaten him 
(Chaudry).” 

Overall, Scarborough Campus had winners in the 
Intermediate and Advanced levels, and a finalist in the 
Beginner level of the Men’s Singles Intramural Tennis 
Tournament. This couldn’t have been done if UTSC did 
not have such a deep group of talented tennis players. 
Congratulations to all UTSC tournament participants, 
and the winners who receive trophies at the annual 
SCAA Athletic Banquet in 2004! 
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Handed First Loss... 


James W. Grieve 


The inevitable happened this past 
Wednesday, as the men’s “R” hockey 
team was handed their first loss of the 
season. With the talented bunch of indi- 
viduals on the team, it’s hard to imagine 
how they could possibly accomplish such 
a feat. However, sloppy play as of late 
opened the door to defeat. 

The team entered Varsity Arena 
to face a team called STING that was 
undefeated with a 1-0-1 record. All that 
the UTSC club wanted to do was play a 
good game...which they hadn’t done up 
to this point. Referee Davidson must 
have received the report circulating 
that the team took a lot of penalties last 
game, because he was calling every- 
thing... seemingly against the UTSC 
club. However, there were no excuses 


for the 4-1 defeat that STING handed 
UTSC. The team simply didn’t execute 
the basics. 

After the game, Coach Andrews 
was clearly frustrated with the efforts of 
the team, and refrained from comment- 
ing on the game. Veteran Ron Crozier 
was outspoken in the dressing room with 
regards to the poor effort, which was a 
wake up Call for the team to start working 
harder. “We have the two best coaches 
in the league in Jamie Andrews and Mike 
Wilson. Let's not waste the time they 
spend during practice and games by 
playing the way we did tonight!” Ron’s 
words echoed the sentiment of a lot of 
players on the team and will hopefully 
serve as a Catalyst for a change. 
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*Not valid with any other offer. At participating McDonald's Restaurants in Ontario, Offers at participating Restaurants may vary from those shown. 


MONDAY TUESDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 


McDeals™ : 

every day a : 
PLUS TAX SS — : Pre 

of the week = i bh = Double Quarter Pounder® 


McChicken® 2 Cheeseburgers Filet-O-Fish® Cheeseburger with Cheese 


© 2003 McDonald's Restaurant of Canada Limited. For the exclusive use of McDonald's Restaurants of Canada Limited and its franchisees. 
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groundwall 


The Playground at Night in the 
Dark on K is Complicated. 


G Shaw 
Ooh, sunglasses! Noting well the Latin phrases 
Still ends listlessly. 
That was weird, | can't. The occupation of just for that word or 


Just for that feeling lends itself to disappointment in power relations. 
Expectations, then corrections for the failures. 
Imminent exacerbation as the imminence of cracking explosion, It would have snapped, but it was far too strange and 
Hand slicing rigid plastic, Complicated. 
Is dropped, because it was odd. 

The cooking would have thrown it out by itself, 
Pliable matter, rigidity unguarded by silky wires, Needlessly powering and pulsating further 
Works its way through your tips, trips, and limbering along reaches Deepening deeper. 
The reaction point 
Where nothing happens. Nude eyes shrunken 

Gentle tap lamp casting ochre’s, 

It couldn't even had bothered, to have begun, 

To explain. 


Welcome to the first installment of “SPACE”, a section in the Underground Newspaper brought to 
S PAC — you by the University of Toronto Arts Collective. First and foremost, “SPACE” was created out of the 
dissatisfation with the role the arts at UTSC have played (practically non-existent). With so many 
creative thinkers on campus, we at UTAC, felt the need to create a larger platform for students to 


express themselves artistically. And so “SPACE” was designed to be a creative outlet for the entire 
student body. A space where anything goes! 


We hope you will enjoy this first issue and maybe even send us some stuff of your own. 


Best, 
UTAC crew 


Preguntas 
J. Libaque 


So much to reveal, in such limited time; 
The one that only his troubled world creates. 
How he would enchant her with his hidden truth, 
If only courage were awaken from within. 


Without risk, there’s no gain; 
The pain of growth. 
The concerns of his troubled mind 
That eagerly await to be spoken are detained, 
By simple curse of doubt. 


How his soul forms his reality in the dreams of day, 
Where his world without answers brightens. 
His days a full glamour of endless sunshine, 

And the eternal bliss of a full moon. 


And with the risk he plans for the near morrow, 
The inability of explanation blocks the perceptual 
Vision of his heart, 

Overridden by spikes that may be her answer. 
The fear of a rejected love, 

The one he wish to offer as eternity ticks away. 


But what this fear block his path; 
Thoughts of a lost chance crawl in quick, 
And perchance in truth it all go well — 
As in his reality when not awake. 


Be it here, he speaks to his mind, 
The day will come when all is gathered; 
To be man and face consequences, 
To believe and risk it all, 
Relieving his chest from pains of doubt, 
And let his spirit grow. 
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The Underground Groundworks 


Rainy Blue Night 


Mark Quigley 


| wonder why we are here 
What for 

Then it focuses sharply 
The distractions 

That | stare 

Like pieces of a puzzle 

Put together over time 

To make the greater picture 
And even though you're with me 
There is an emptiness 
Open and forgotten 

Filled with notes and lyric 
Spilling onto this floor 
Bleeding on this page 

The words still wet with passion 
Light shining through 
Falling on our bodies 

A blue rainy night 

We don’t need nobody else 
| can forget about the 

Why 

For 

When or how 

To only fall in love 


; 
| 
| 
| 
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T Arts Collective Presents. ..# 


MAN 


the rain falls 
so the trees can grow. 


We A OUNGEBVIDE W/"liVe Music, & 
~~ -performances of all kinds 


-by amy barnes 
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Events Listing 


Wednesday, November 12, 2003 


If you know of an event that might benefit from a little bit of buzz (i.e. Ticketmaster is not involved) 
let us know by sending an email with “EVENTS” in the subject line to: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 

The Underground and its staff do not guarantee any information printed in this listing. Due to the 
often sketchy nature of such events, the details are liable to change, or be outright false. Make use of 
any contact information provided beforehand.... and otherwise, have fun! 


TUNES 


The University of Toronto Arts 
Collective Presents... 

ARTBAR 

~A Lounge Vibe w/ live music & per- 
formances of all kinds~ 

Where: The Attic @ UTSC 

When: Thursday, Nov 20, 8-1am 

Cost: $2 general, $1 members 


*wristband policy in effect 


nnn 


Performers Needed!! 

We're still looking for performers 
for ArtBar. Vocal, Freestyle, Musical 
acts, Improv, Skits, Poetry, Dancing, 
Comedy, Student Art submissions for Art 
Exhibition 

(Please email in advance or if you're 
a last minute performer, take advatange 
of the open mic sessions at ArtBar) 

email: utac@utsc.utoronto.ca 

website: http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/ 
~utac/ 


WORDS 


November 4: The Ryerson Live 
Poets society is proud to present Chris 
Dewdney Nov. 4, 2003. 7:30pm at the 
Oakham House. Located on the Ryerson 
Campus (corner of Church and Gould) 
Chris is the author of over ten books of 
poetry, including “Predators of Adoration” 
and “Radiant Inventory’, both of which 
were nominated for Governor General's 
Awards. 


OTHER 


November 12: The Crohn’s and 
Colitis Foundation of Canada will be 
holding an Education Event at Mount 
Sinai Hospital. http://www.ccfc.ca 


November 15: The Annual ALPHA 
Bazaar once again comes to the Trinity- 
St. Paul Centre at 427 Bloor Street West 
on Saturday, November 15th from 11:00 
am - 4:00 pm. 

Come browse through aisles of 
clothes, toys, books, household goods, 
electronics, sporting goods, and a pot- 
pourri of oddments and knick-knacks 
varied enough to whet any appetite. 
Relax and knosh at the ALPHA Café 
where you can savour appetizers, 
soups and sandwiches, hot meals, and 
delectable desserts prepared by the cre- 
ative café staff. Our Food Boutique has 
take-home delicacies such as chocolate 
truffles and cakes for sale. Visit the 
Groovy Girl and Beanie Baby table and 
take home a present for the holidays for 
your favourite little person for less than 
what you would pay in a store! Join the 
kids in a variety of exciting activities like 
face painting, tarot card readings and the 
ever-popular fishpond. Place a bid at the 
Silent Auction and win a wonderful prize 
donated by one of our corporate spon- 
sors. 


November 22 and 24: Crohn’s and 
Colitis Foundation of Canada Let's Do 
Brunch ! Fundraising Campaign. http: 
/Iwww.ccfc.ca 


UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 
Buying something? 
Selling something? 
Massaging something? 
UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 


Starting in our next issue, the Underground will 
be running classified ads as a service to UTSC 
students, for the low low price of nothing*. That’s 
right, nothing*. Please submit your classifieds to 
ug_classys@hotmail.com. Please, be reasonable. 

We can only print messages that are short, sweet, and 
interesting. 


*The Underground reserves the right to refuse to print a 
classified ad for whatever reason we want. 


Next Issue of the Underground: Coming November 26th 
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http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 


23 


Sony CD Walkman powered by 
Afracila plus 


YOUR 


MUSIC alia ot 


Yes, you CAN take your music library wherever you go and it won't weigh you ne a. ge fF => — 4 
down. With Sony's new ATRACSplus CD Walkman player, you can carry 490 songs 
on 1 CD. This new compression format lets you store more songs with better 
quality to brighten up your marathon commute or a long, long walk in the park. 


Carrying around your CD collection can be a drag -- literally. With SonicStage 
software, you can easily burn 490 songs, at 48kbps, onto a CD. And, those 
aren't 2 minute songs, those are 4-minute songs. Compressed in ATRAC3plus 
format, you can take your music library anywhere you go. 


A lot of music compression lets you store more music but it all sounds bad. 
Sony's ATRAC3plus compression actually bumps up the quality of MP3 songs 
and lets you equalize them so you don’t get varying volume levels that can 
pierce your eardrums. 


SonicStage Simple Burner™ software comes with every ATRACS3plus CD 
Walkman player. It converts your MP3 downloads easily and quickly on your PC 
— you won't need to learn a whole new technology to do it. Plus, you can leave 
your CD open ended so you can add songs later. 


Your Sony ATRACSplus CD Walkman player is even friendly with the MP3 CDs 
you burned to play on your PC. So, you can play ATRACSplus or MP3 encoded 
CDs and, with some players, the radio as well! 


STARTING FROM 


ONLY 
11999"! 


All ATRACSplus CD Walkman players have ID3 tagging that lets you 
see which folders and songs you are playing on the LCD display. Most 
even have a jog dial that makes scrolling through titles even easier. 


THE ULTIMATE 
IN SOUND 
QUALITY AND 
Available at an authorized Sony dealer, Visit SLIM DESIGN 


; ° D-NE1, 
www.sonystyle.ca/cdwalkman for more details. $249.99* 
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: Doin’ it for the kids SINCEGRIS Quite 


Needs You! 


SCSP (Scarborough Campus 
Student Press) is currently 
looking for a new Chief Returning 
Officer (CRO), to help implement 
upcoming elections. Resumes are 
currently being accepted. 


phone: 416.287.7054 
email: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


Wednesday, November 26, 2003 


Free The King of Pop! 


Michael Jackson has been a big part of my 
life since | was 4 years old. No I’m not Kieran 
Culkin, but when | bought my first tattered 
copy of Bad | was hooked. Michael is get- 
ting some bad press these days, perhaps 
the worst he’s ever gotten. Well, when we 
received a copy of his new Number Ones 
album into The Underground office, | decided 
that it was time to come out in support of the 
gloved one. 


p.6 


Beyond Sympathy 


This past Tuesday, UTSC hosted a show put on by 
some of our local drama students and Shinerama 
called Beyond Sympathy: The Truth About Cystic 
Fibrosis. The production is a series of scenes and 
monologues dealing with the subjects of living with 
the disease, the effects it can have on family life, 
and coping with the prospect of an approaching 
death. | had a chance to speak with Krista Watson, 
one of the UTSC Drama students responsible for 
putting the show together, about the long develop- 
ment of this special project. 
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Submission Policy 


At The Underground we love unsolicited material, 
especially letters and opinion pieces. Should such 
material be typed or printed and delivered to The 


Underground's snazzy portable by or before noon 
on the Friday prior to the desired publication date, 
we will more than likely print it. We kindly ask that 
submissions be of 800 words or less and that they 
include the writer's name and student number. 


Submissions become the property of The Under- 
ground and may or may not be published at the whim 
of The Editorial Board. The Board reserves the right to 
poke fun at submissions, post them on the wall in The 
Underground's snazzy portable (for the enjoyment 
of our staff and guests) or alter them in print in any 
way provided it is so acknowledged. By submission, 
authors implicitly bow down to the total editorial control 
of The Editorial Board and freely consent to the addi- 
tion witty comments and criticisms (especially in the 
case of libelous or malicious submissions) courtesy 
of the snarky editors. 


For a more official-sounding Letters and Opinions 
Policy contact undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


The Underground 
is published by the 
Scarborough Campus 
Student Press, a non- 
profit corporation. It 
is funded by way of a 
direct levy to students 
of the University of 
Toronto Scarborough 
Campus, and through 
local and national 
advertising. The 
Underground is a 
member of Canadian 


University Press 
(CUP). 
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Editorial | Letters 


Fare Thee Wel 


Welcome to the last Underground of 2003. It seems that we’ve come a long 
way from where we started in September. The ARC opened and, despite its con- 
spicuous lack of books, it seems to have been received well. Most of the students 
seem to be adapting to the overcrowded hallways and the formerly free parking 
has now been eliminated (although if you don’t have a pass get ready to pay $10 
in coins). 

But things are not always as they seem. On November 13" Foley Hall had its 
official “opening” in the Residence Centre. Even though it had grown too cold to 
actually have the ceremony in front of the building (let alone finish putting down 
the grass outside) there seemed to be a celebratory mood in the air. The stu- 
dents and staff in attendance were treated to a rather large amount of free food 
and drink, and the students themselves were thanked again and again for their 
patience in the wake of the construction. The thanks were appreciated, since the 
students had to put up with two and a half months of ear-splitting fire alarms and 
constant invasions by construction workers in their homes. Not to mention all the 
female students who approached me with tales of construction workers making 
foul and obscene cat-calls towards them. It was indeed a moment of celebration 
as it seems that the nightmare was finally over... or was it? 

Last week a fire broke out on the second floor. In a panic, the residents of the 
apartment realized that they had no fire extinguisher in their room. The fire extin- 
guishers were in fact outside the apartment and down the hall, which doesn’t do 
much for averting a potential disaster. But that doesn’t matter because the sprin- 
klers built into the apartment walls went off and put out the blaze right? Wrong. 
Nothing happened. This little snafu puts the residents of Foley Hall at risk. This is 
kind of ironic as it seemed that the lawn sprinklers on campus never seem to turn 
off in the warm weather. So it seems that while UTSC has no problem with over 
watering its grass, it doesn’t give the same privilege to the lives of its students. 

During the opening ceremony, one of the speakers pointed out that Foley Hall 
saves about $60,000 in energy per year. What he didn’t mention is that the hot 
water in the building sometimes conks out at around midnight. Many students 
clogged with horrid calculus homework or other such torture become nocturnal 
animals, staying up at all hours. 24 hour access to hot water is a privilege that 
students should be privy to. Should those of us that defy the conventional 9 to 5 
be punished? 

The faults of Foley Hall should serve as an example to everyone that we 
should never be pacified just because a problem has apparently been “fixed”. 
Remember that appearances are often deceiving. This issue serves as a sort of 
state of the union for UTSC. You'll read about issues like the current status of the 
SCSU/SAC referendum and the removal of the Toronto Star from our campus 
(with a little holiday cheer thrown in, Underground style). So blow through your 
exams and do the best to enjoy your holiday. After all, you deserve it. But allow 
the holiday to wipe your mind free of the current issues facing this school. 2004 
will be a new year, with new chances at making a difference at our backwards 
little campus. 

God rest ye merry gentlemen (and women), 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Governor-In-Chief 
metalresidue@hotmail.com 


Pa 


Who knows? If you don’t get enough rest during the holidays, you might end up like this guy! 


Corrective Surgery 


Recently, a post-it filled copy of The Underground (accompanied by an anony- 
mous letter to our editor in chief) was sent to our offices. It was a critique of the paper 
— from grammatical and spelling errors to stylistic ones. Upon hearing this, my first 
reaction was to laugh — because someone actually cares. 

I’ve been at UTSC for almost four years and I’ve noticed that students are either 
apathetic (I’m sure that’s no great surprise to many of you) or incredibly concerned/ 
involved about issues and events in the campus (yes, people do care and not enough 
credit is given to them). Too bad the majority is of the former. 

So it was a nice change to have some constructive criticism; because that’s where 
improvement starts. To our grammar Gestapo - thank you for having something to 
back-up why you think the paper “sucks.” It was a wake-up call, especially to me, the 
Copy Editor, on how much more | need to pay attention to things. 

We, at The Underground, are here because we care. And | think, with the time 
and effort you put into that “edited” issue, so do you. We need more critics like you. If 
you are unsatisfied with The Underground, perhaps you’d like to take another proac- 
tive effort? 

Join. 

But don’t discredit the amount of work and commitment that The Underground 
staff puts into the paper, or throw petty insults that don’t benefit anyone. 


Sarah Milanes 
Copy Editor 


Normally, | would applaud someone for taking the time to point out areas in which 
The Underground is \acking. We all realize that the paper is far from perfect, but it 
often takes the odd reminder of this to make us aim for a higher quality work. So, 
when | was handed the post-it coated, crayon-marked copy of The Underground (to 
all the other readers - no, | am not kidding), | fully intended to go through and read 
each and every correction and comment. But, luckily, | saw the back page first. 

The back page of that week’s issue had an ad for one of Sony’s latest toys, and 
on it you made a point of highlighting a few errors. Look at that ad (it’s also on last 
week’s issue, which is still on the stands) and then look at the rest of the paper. Now 
you may want to read the following question very slowly, 2 or 3 times if necessary: 
Do you honestly think that The Underground is in any way responsible for putting that 
material together? 

Maybe you haven't heard of Sony, but they’re a very large company, so when they 
want to create ads for their products, they don’t come running to us. They make the 
ads, we just print them. | can understand why you’d think we might be responsible for 
the errors in the Soundtrack Launch and Essay Competition ads... well... no. You did 
say you weren't a professional, but | would think it’s obvious that the groups placing 
the ads are, at the very least, responsible for writing all the text. We are not allowed 
to edit that material, and in most cases, doing so is impossible. 


continued on next page 
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University politics are so vicious precisely 
because the stakes are so small. 
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Article Correction: “Reality Bites” 
Sheryl So 
My article concerning Sveta Kohli was flawed in one respect, she did not formally 


attend UTSC. However, her sister did and | was mistaken in assuming Sveta had as 
well. | apologize for the inconvenience. 
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Now something irks me. You see, | believe you have heard of Sony, and already 
understand why they wouldn’t have a bunch of amateurs making the ads that they 
run in newspapers and magazines all over North America. It’s obvious that this whole 
madness of crudely torn post-its and overlapping crayon circles is a sad attempt to stir 
up some animosity, which is something we don't have time for. 

| did see a few valid points among the few pages | went through, and I’m sure 
there were others, but do you really think anyone would be interested in hearing from 
someone who is clearly trying to be insulting? Some of the “corrections” | saw were 
simply childish attempts to pad the actual number of errors in the paper (i.e. long 
headlines and not putting “post-it” in quotes). If you want to make a point, that’s fine, 
but you don’t need to be rude, you don’t need to exaggerate, and, if you really want to 
be taken seriously, you might want to leave a name. But having said that there are a 
few comments to which | feel | should respond: 

1) On page 2, you didn’t understand what the people responding to the SCSP 
recruiting ad would be applying for. Based on the body of that ad, they would be 
applying for a position on the SCSP Board of Directors. Personally | would think that 
anyone from this campus would be able to understand that, but, if you think about it, 
Timmins really isn’t that far by foot. With a fist full of health bars and a strong constitu- 
tion, you could probably make the trip in a few days (Just kidding). 

2) On page 3 (the table of contents), you were confused by the use of the term 
“News (or Views)’ in place of separate News and Comments sections. Simply put, 
this header is used to merge News, Comments and Opinions to save space and 
avoid starting the list with sections that are very short (sometimes even empty). This 
improves the look of that page, and, since our news tends to have a bit of an opinion, 
it's somewhat fitting to group the three categories. 

3) We do not edit letters. This is a standard procedure in many publications, 
although not all papers will ignore more innocuous errors like incorrect capitalization. 

4) In reference to the non-word “tihnk” in the Weekly Quote, | have two words: |’m 
sorry. 


Although it’s no excuse for the (real) errors in that issue, or any other, | should 
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point out that putting together a student newspaper like The Underground is not a 
very easy task. Most of the editing is done over one or two days, by people who are 
usually in the middle of writing their own pieces, and working with very little sleep. 
Even the simplest tasks can lead to mistakes, but I’m sure even you would know that 
by now: 


... in 25 pages of printed material -- this includes front and back covers, as well 
as ad space... 


25 pages? | “tihnk” not. 


Greg Brown 
Production Govcernor 


P.S. If you ever plan on doing something like this again, | strongly suggest picking 
up a pack of highlighters. Crayons are cool right up until the third grade, but after that, 
you should at least step up to pencil crayons. 


While many of the mistakes pointed out in this “corrected issue” were valid, | found 
the whole thing to be a bit shady. You see, we on the Underground staff put our names 
on everything that we do. This person not only didn’t put their name on their letter, 
but he or she insisted that it would highly inappropriate to publish any record of this 
incident. | personally feel that if you don’t have the guts to stand behind your criticism 
then you shouldn’t complain. Anonymity can be useful, but in this case | think it’s just 
cowardly. 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Governor-|In-Chief 


Paid for by the Organization of Concerned 
Citizens for the Promotion of Evil 
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Free The King of Pop! 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Governor-In-Chief 


Michael Jackson has been a big part 
of my life since | was 4 years old. No I’m 
not Kieran Culkin, but when | bought my 
first tattered copy of Bad | was hooked. 
Michael is getting some bad press 
these days, perhaps the worst he’s ever 
gotten. Well, when we received a copy 
of his new Number Ones album into The 
Underground office, | decided that it was 
time to come out in support of the gloved 
one. 

| know that he makes a lot of you 
uncomfortable. All the major newspapers 
publishing the worst photo of him that 
they can find doesn’t help matters. But it 
seems that the media simply wants to tell 
you that he’s guilty. That's exactly what 
happened with O.J. Whether he was 
guilty or not become irrelevant; it was 
about the circus that arose around it. So 
| want to present you with the facts as 
| see them and then have you make up 
your own mind. 

You see | believe that Michael hasn't 
mentally aged since he was ten. At that 
age he was already performing with his 
brothers. During rehearsals, their father 
Joe would sit in front of them with a belt 


in his hand. lf they missed one move the 
belt would come down. 

Michael always complained about 
never being able to have a normal child- 
hood. He never knew what it was like to 
go to school or play sports with friends. 
Most of his time was spent touring and 
rehearsing. His first bit of sexual educa- 
tion came from hearing one of his older 
brothers doing a groupie while he hid 
under the bed. 

What I’m trying to say is that Michael 
has never really grown up, or at least he 
doesn’t want to. This explains his obses- 
sion with Peter Pan. He’s spent his entire 
adulthood and most of his fortune in an 
attempt to experience the childhood that 
he never knew. 

| will admit one thing though. Michael 
isn't the smartest guy. He admitted that 
he slept in the same room with some of 
the children that visited him. He main- 
tains that the kids shared the bed while 
he slept in a sleeping bag on the floor. 
The fact is that he should never have put 
himself in a position where those hungry 
for his vast fortune could take advantage 
of him. 


The problem with the public per- 
ception of Michael is that we refuse to 
believe that a person who claims to be 
good is totally clean. If someone is a 
do-gooder, we assume that there must 
be something that they’re hiding. Is it so 
hard to believe that someone who claims 
to be doing good is actually doing just 
that? Michael was quoted as saying that 
he’d rather "slit his wrists" than harm a 
child, and | for one believe him. 

Yes it is true that he’s rather eccen- 
tric, perhaps even bizarre. But is his 
appearance and elaborate home any 
indication that he molests children? 
Making assumptions based on appear- 
ance is extremely dangerous. Stupid 
concepts like racial profiling are already 
threatening to throw innocent people into 
prison. What's next? Is a person with 
physical deformities going to be granted 
less freedom than a so-called "normal" 
person? 

If someone spends millions in an 
attempt to bring happiness to people, 
why must we assume that something is 
wrong just because they’re somewhat 
odd? Society seems to enjoy tearing 


down its icons. It all goes back to Christ, 
a do-gooder who was interpreted as a 
threat by those with power. He was pun- 
ished for his good intentions, and that’s 
what | believe is happening to Michael 
Jackson right now. 


Last Saturday |! ventured over 
to Dundas Square to check out the 
Canadian Michael Jackson Fan Club’s 
vigil for the singer. Similar vigils were 
held all over the world, but the three 
Canadian vigils had poor turnouts. 
Despite that, his fans braved the cold to 
show their support. 

So | ask you, are we acting too 
rashly? Isn't it possible that these claims 
against him are just another overblown 
extortion scheme? | mean, R. Kelly is a 
child molester who got caught on tape, 
but his albums continue to sell through 
the roof with lots of critical praise. There’s 
no evidence as_ substantial against 
Michael, but already radio stations have 


pulled his songs from the air. But R. Kelly - 


never had plastic surgery (as far as we 
know) and his music is more popular 
right now, so he gets spared our harsh 
judgement. Perhaps it’s time we gave our 
cynicism a rest. 
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It Must Seem Like | Hate Everything 


But I’m just an atheist 


Sachin Hingoo 
Advertising Governor 


It's always around this time of the year that | think 
to myself that | should probably go out and try to get 
some of my Christmas shopping done. You know, beat 
the rush and all that. Of course, you know as well as | 
do that that isn’t going to happen, and that I’m going to 
spend almost every day from now until, say, December 
23 playing PlayStation and putting weird powders up my 
nose. Oh right, and exams. 

| can’t complain about the break though. After a 
semester of hard work, grey skies, and pissing away 
the money | made this summer, I’m looking forward to it. 
I’m looking forward to walking through a hallway — just 
one — that isn’t crammed with people. That’s the double 
cohort, dear reader. Not the school brimming with new- 
found vitality from the cacophony of new students like 
the pamphlets say, but an overcrowded mess. | didn’t 
think it'd be possible to feel /ess significant in an insti- 
tution where you are little more than a number among 
numbers, but when | look around to all the new faces, it 
seems almost impossible to stand out. So I’m looking 
forward to this break, just not the holiday that this break 
surrounds. 

Because you can’t honestly expect me to be excited 
over a holiday that’s over a month away. You can put 
up trees and hang shit from your door and ceiling until 
you're blue in the face, but you’re not going to get me 
to think seriously about Christmas, at least until the 
semester's over. | don’t even /ike Christmas anymore. 
The terrible aspects of the holiday (see: Christmas pres- 
ents, buying of and Christmas carols, singing of among 
others) start to compound and outweigh any shred of 
joy that the season used to retain when | was younger, 
leaving me an empty shell on the day itself, just waiting 
to get the day over with. It totally fucks up my mental 
calendar to see a Christmas tree in the middle of 
November, or the Santa Claus Parade before there’s a 
flake of snow on the ground. | can’t open my front door 
without being hit with a ten-pound catalogue from Best 
Buy that’s almost the size of the DVD player it’s desper- 
ately trying to hock. When stores like Sears or The Bay 
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complain about not being able to sell their crap in only 
three weeks before the holiday, and as such start ‘the 
Christmas Season’ one fucking day after Halloween, my 
heart bleeds, it really does. 

Just like it bleeds for the million-or-so fat (and rarely 
phat) bastards who gorge themselves on every sugar or 
sodium or carbohydrate-saturated item of food known 
to man within a two week period and then complain 
about the holiday bulge. True, the temptation is there, 
what with nary a surface being devoid of some gro- 
tesquely fattening edible around this time of year, but 
you manage to stay off the pipe, don’t you? Grow some 
fucking willpower, you fiends. 1! know, | know, you'll 
take it off after you make that hundredth New Years’ 
Resolution to get into shape before summer, but we 
both know you'll be lucky if you make it to Groundhog 
Day without burying yourself in a Personal Meat Lovers, 
don’t we, fatty? Please, show some restraint this year. 
Or at least consume with some vigor, and don’t com- 
plain to me afterwards about how you're so fat. If you're 
ashamed of a particular activity, don’t do it. 

It's time to roll around in your own cultural viscera 
for a while, folks. That’s what the holiday season is all 
about. Everything filthy about society, every conser- 
vative’s wet dream seems to be played out during this 
time of year. Fat old men being allowed to grope young 
children under the guise of a white beard in the middle 
of a shopping mall. Adults and kids alike stuffing their 
faces and emptying their wallets in the name of their 
true messiah, Wal-Mart. To offset the latter, you have 
the faux, once-a-year outpouring of spirituality, as both 
the dedicated sinner and the devout join hands in their 
local Catholic Church or Temple, trying to soak up some 
of that good old Jesus before they go back to their New 
Years parties, get fucked up on Ketamine and bang their 
nearest non-blood-related acquaintance in the linen 
closet. So this is Christmas, and what have you done? 

My friend Alex has this one particular Christmas 
tradition that | think I’m going to partake in for the first 
time this year. See, every Christmas Day, Alex gathers 


up his cousins and a few friends, smokes a huge joint 
(or three), does a line of pure-as-the-driven-snow coke 
(or three), and goes out to see the stupidest, most inane 
movie he can find. Shit like How High or Dude, Where’s 
My Car?, just so you get the idea. Now that’s the way to 
spend the holiday — ditch most of your family (who are 
so drunk and embroiled in arguments tnat they'd prob- 
ably never notice that you’re gone anyhow), get yourself 
as retarded as possible (while still being able to navigate 
the empty, snow-covered roads), and take in some qual- 
ity, asinine fluff. Trust me, it's what Jesus “J-Money” 
Christ is doing up there to celebrate his birthday. That 
is, of course, if you believe in Christmas myths. 


FIGURE A—A Holiday Timeline 


November 25 — “One month before Christmas. | 
should really start my shopping.” 

December 13 — “Phew, exams are over. 
should really start my shopping.” 

December 20 — “Did | really eat that whole fruitcake? 
And that whole pie? And | haven't even been to the mall 
yet!” 

December 25" — Wow, that paperweight was really 
something. Also, the look on my girlfriend’s face when 
she opened up that Chia Pet was really worth that week 
of agonizing. Fuck it, I'm going to eat another pie.” 

December 26 — “There’s not a single item of clothing 
here that fits, and | didn’t get in enough mall time before 
Christmas. Happy Boxing Day, jerks. Where's that box 
of chocolates?” 

December 28 — “Did | forget to make New Years 
plans? Fuck me, | wonder if there’s any of that turkey 
left?” 

December 31 — “Okay, one more day of leftover 
Christmas cookies and beer, and | am officially on a 
diet!” 

January 14 — “Why did | think | could give up bread 
and sugar? Fuck Dr. Atkins! Fuck him right in the ass! 
With a chainsaw!” 


Man, | 


The Underground |” 


Middling 


Arts Governor 


As we approach the midway point of the school 
year, it’s time to stop and reminisce about the past 
in true Christmas style. How have we dealt with the 
double cohort? How have we dealt with a lack of 
library? How have we dealt with UTSC? | don’t plan to 
really talk about any of these important issues, but let's 
take a moment and go over the pros and cons of attend- 
ing university here in Scaramanga. 

We went a year and a half without a library. We 
started the year with students living in a half-finished 
apartment building. They built a gazebo a few years 
back that we weren't allowed to use because it was an 
immediate building violation so they knocked it down 
this year. People keep stealing from our galleries and 
arcades. Our arcade was ruined and then eliminated. 
We're under-funded. People are always going to notice 
that we graduated from a satellite campus. The damn 
building looks like it should have been either a bunker 
on the beaches of Normandy or a box factory. The caf- 
eteria once served me a roast beef sandwich made on 
raisin bread. This place sucks. 

Okay, let’s stop a second and think about the posi- 
tive aspect. We have a beautiful ravine we can take 


Keith ‘typewriting monkey’ Friedlander 


The Year End Report: Situation 


fresh hangovers. 


Oh come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O 


come ye, O come ye to Scarborough. 


walks in. They fixed the free phones. We have a library 
again and, while it is suspiciously lacking in the book 
department, it does have comfy chairs with wheels on 
them. We don’t have any riots or knife fights breaking 
out in the halls. It’s been years since we've had a rapist 
and/or murderer graduate from here (that we know of). 
We have a Pita Pit. That’s what | call progress, folks. 
Let’s face it, this ain’t the greatest place in the world. 
But the whole thing is that you have to make your own 
fun. Between tests and essays crushing your spirit, 
tuition and books taking all your money, and the drab 
surroundings making you feel like you're in some kind 
of cement purgatory, you just have to make your own 
fun at Scarborough campus. You have to fill your mind 
with enough positive memories to block out all the bad 
things (and possibly some of the learning if possible). 
So now that we've gotten all the complaining out of our 
system, let’s go out and make sure we all get really 
drunk this Christmas and come back in January with 


Toronto Star Soon To 


Disappear 


Mike Guglietti 
Online Governor 


Recently | discovered that UTSC 
was considering doing away with the 
free Toronto Star provided to students. 
Why you may ask? Because a professor 
thinks that the appearance of the school 
is more important than providing us with 
news coming from outside of University 
life. Sure by late afternoon, the study 
areas are littered with the day’s paper, 
but better to have that mess than have 
the news hiding in the recycle bins, away 
from anyone that wishes to read a paper 
that afternoon. The Toronto Star is pretty 
much the only viable source of informa- 
tion for UTSC students from the outside 
world. While the school newspaper(s?) 
can be entertaining and informative of 
school events, those that think about 
issues and events outside of our con- 
crete walls may find it slightly lacking. 
For those of us wanting to get our news 


from the internet, you might as well ven- 
ture into a random classroom and take 
a nap. Your time would be better spent 
there as opposed to wandering the halls 
of the computer labs hoping that the next 
person leaving a computer doesn't lock 
it, so they can get back onto it after going 
to class to catch up on a few hours of 
lost sleep. For those brave souls wish- 
ing to watch the news on TV, you can 
try to sneak into the Residence Centre. 
Just don't let them know that you're not a 
resident, or you may never be heard from 
again. And if that wasn't bad enough, 
you would have to fight off those trying 
to get their daily hit of The Young and the 
Restless. As if we weren't apathetic and 
unknowledgeable enough of the world 
around us, those responsible for our 
educations us are contemplating cutting 
us off even further. 


Comments * 
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News 


Referendum Code 
Completed 


Christian Lucier 
News/Life Governor 


With the Referendum Code complete, it is only a matter of 
time before the referendum vote involving the SAC and SCSU 
takes place. To the untrained eye, the Referendum Code is a 
complex document; hence, only the highlights will be mentioned 
within this article. 

| cannot fully stress the importance of following the refer- 
endum. It is a crucial political moment where the manner in 
which the student body is represented at UTSC takes a drastic 
change. 

The first major piece of information in the code is the forma- 
tion of the Referendum Committee. The Referendum Committee 
is a group of three individuals who will oversee the organization 
and completion of the referendum. The Referendum Convener 
(RC) is going to be Adam Watson. According the Referendum 
Code, his responsibilities are “administering the referendum on 
behalf of the BOD.” The BOD is the Students Administrative 
Council’s Board of Directors. The last two positions on the 
Referendum Committee are reserved for Deputy Referendum 
Conveners (DRC). Karim Bhanji and Matt Dagonas will fill these 
roles. A Deputy Referendum Conveyor is responsible for sup- 
porting and assisting the Referendum Convener. 

Before the referendum can take place, the formation of “Yes” 
and “No” Committees has to take place. The design of these 
two committees is to present opposing sides as to whether or 
not the referendum is a beneficial move for UTSC. It appears 
that the RC will be in charge of forming these committees. The 
campaign budget for the “Yes” and “No” Committees is going to 
be approximately $1000. So, each party will receive a total of 
$500 from the SAC. That is going to be a whole mess of signs. 
Approval of all campaign materials will also be up to the RC. 

Also included in the Referendum Code is the timetable for 
the referendum. Campaigning for the referendum is to start no 
later then January 6", 2004, and the voting period must take 
place on January 20" and 21%, 2004. 

It must be noted that since the “Yes” and “No” commit- 
tees have not been formed, any University of Toronto student 
is able to take charge of one of the committees. However, 
approval from Adam Watson, the Referendum Conveyor must 
be first obtained. More information in regards to the SAC/SCSU 
Referendum will follow in future issues of The Underground. 
Stay tuned. 
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Camera 


see + Up to 33% off your 


monthly bill 


Ba + NO contract 


see * NO mail-in rebate 


for 


* (Regular price of phone, 
$250. Digital Camera 
value, $195. Total value 
of offer, $445) 


Only at the Student Phone Store 


Available with all FIDO monthly plans. 


*Terms and conditions apply. 


To get this offer go to WWW.StudentPhoneStore.com, 
your nearest Travel CUTS shop, or call 1.866.287.1835. 


You can also check out our other exclusive student offers from 


Fido, Bell Mobility, 0. Rogers AT&T. 


The Underground Arts 


The Prague Project 
Returns 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Governor-In-Chief 


Two Fridays ago the Leigha Lee Browne theatre was host to the third 
edition of the Prague-Toronto theatre project. This year the group was 
joined by a group of performers from the De-ba-jeh-mu-jig theatre group 
based on Manitoulin Island. Since the theme of the show was the use of 
myth within our modern culture, the addition of these native Canadian 
actors aided the show in moving beyond conventional perceptions of 
unfamiliar cultures. 

The show began with different interpretations of the creation myth. 
The cast featured actors from various backgrounds and many of them 
came forth to tell the creation myth that they were raised with. 

Another element touched on was the commercialization of the myth as 
a means of selling product. A very amusing sequence involved the actors 
singing commercial jingles while satirizing popular television programs, 
including a few knocks at dismal throne of “reality” television. A large part 
of theme revolved around prejudice and how your race can determine 
how successful you are, or how your physical appearance alone can 
determine your love life. 

To be honest this is a difficult show to review. Most of the performance 
is based on abstract concepts that came together in the two weeks that 
the group workshopped the play. The performance took the form of an 
eccentric musical with inspired moments of physical theatre thrown into 
the mix. One of my favourite aspects of the night was the wonderful vocal 
work done by the cast. This was not limited to singing, as the cast used 
their voices to simulate various sound effects. It was a great showcase of 
the legitimate talent that lies within the UTSC theatre program. In a school 
that seems to want to revolt against art and culture (art gallery robbery 
anyone?) this stands out as a shinning example of creativity. 

The next step for the group is work in conjunction with the senior 
Drama class on a production of Shakespeare’s The Tempest, which will 
be performed in March. Following that the group will take their original 
show to Prague, Manitoulin Island, Montreal, and winding it all up in 
Toronto in June. If you’re interested in any of the performances contact 
the UTSC Cultural Affairs Hotline at 416-287-7007. 


December 6, 2003 


December 6th is the anniversary of the Montreal Massacre and the National 
Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women. 


ES 


10:45 a.m. Memorial, Leigha Lee Browne Theatre 
6:00 p.m. Candlelight Vigil - Philosopher’s Walk, St. George Campus 
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Artbar Strikes Again! 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Governor 


Last Thursday night saw the return of Artbar and once 
again, it was a night of drunken performing arts and social 
mincing. For those of you who don’t know about Artbar, it is 
an evening when the University of Toronto Arts Collective 
(UTAC) get to take over The Attic, turn the lounge into a 
gallery for some of the best of our student art, stock the 
bar with alcohol and open up the stage to whoever feels 
like putting their prowess, musical or otherwise, on dis- 
play. Perhaps the best part about Artbar is just the warm 
atmosphere of the gentle glow of the tea lights as students 
come out to socialize and support the varied performers. 
And the variety of performers is another strong point, offer- 
ing everything from acoustic guitar to rap to hula dancing 
to a bunch of stuff I’m sure | missed. And then there’s the 
alcohol, which is always nice. But I’ve ranted on for long 
enough. Just direct your attention to the pictures of the art 
and performers provided and appreciate it for yourself in an 
oddly detached, ‘boy-I-wish-I-had-gone’ sort of way. 


\ 


“shttpyAwwweutsc:utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 


The Underground 


Arts 


Holly Cousineau 
Staff Governor 


Savouring Rebel Emergency 


UTSC band rocks The Reverb 


Climbing up the tiny staircase at 
The Reverb | wondered just what kind 
of band Rebel Emergency was. Even 
though I'd visited their website searching 
for information on the Aurorian crew, little 
was revealed as they playfully teased 
with tiny tidbits of information. But upon 
meeting the gents, more of their nature 
was exposed, prevalently through their 
playful and energetic nature. This same 
nature was duly demonstrated as they 
played on stage. They had an amazing 
stage presence, rousing the crowd of 
patrons to their feet and even inducing 
a quick crowd surfing session. After 
their last song, a great reproduction of 
Radiohead’s “Just,” the crowd begged 
for an encore and got just what they 
asked for. Overall, the band played 
with enthusiasm and charisma, but 
lacked that certain something that would 
distinguish them from the current rock 
crowd. Nonetheless, they were great to 
see live and I'd love to see them perform 
again. 

In fact they'll be playing a show this 
Wednesday at the Horseshoe Tavern, 
located at 370 Queen St. W. (Queen 
and Spadina). Check out their website at 
www.rebelemergency.com to sign up for 
the free guest list. 


Underground: How long have you 
guys been together? 

Adam: We've officially been together 
for about a year right now, some of the 
guys joined the band about six months 
ago and the drummer is a new addition 
as of Monday. Our other drummer had 
some problems, (tendonitis) and this guy 
is a Super drummer, man. So he came in 
and things are looking up for the future. 


UG: How did you guys come up 
with the band name and is there any 
significance behind it? 

Rod: | was on the internet at 
www.torontostar.com and | was talking to 


Adam. | told him we had to come up with 
a name so | was making him flip through 
pages in books and | was getting him 
to put together words that sound good 
together. | was still on the internet when 
| saw the headline “Columbia declares 
a rebel emergency.” It just kind of stuck 
from there. 


UG: What do you guys say when 
someone asks you what genre of 
music you play? 

Adam: I'll tell you exactly what. 
Think about the music you hate the 
most, the music you can’t stand; we're 
the exact opposite of that. So if you don't 
like us, you're just contradicting yourself. 
All you have to do is come to a show or 
listen to our CD, your face will be rocked 
off. 

Geoff: What's the name of that girl 
who had no face for a week? 

Adam: Sandra, “no face Sandra’. 


UG: What do you guys find more 
important: creating music or going 
out and playing it live? 

Adam: I'd say creating it live. 

Neo: The two complement each 
other. 

Adam: It’s pretty 50/50. 

Rod: When you're making it, it’s really 
unbelievable; it’s like writing something. | 
guess it’s like when you write an article. 

Adam: It’s like cooking for yourself 
and cooking for other people. It takes so 
long to cook and then you eat your meal 
in three minutes, but you really savour it. 
Then again, if you’re not eating the meal 
and just preparing a meal for someone 
and they enjoy it, that also gives 
you satisfaction. So it’s pretty 50/50. 
(The band agreed upon this statement 
with a five-way high five which was 
enjoyed by all) 


UG: What should someone expect 
to see at a Rebel Emergency show? 


Geoff: Five naked men at the end of 
the show. 

Adam: Expect the unexpected, 
expect something you won't see and at 
the same time expect to see the best live 
band of your of life. 

Rod: Something fun, you can be sure 
that you'll have a good time. 

Geoff: We can make you laugh your 
face off like Sandra or make it so serious 
and intense that you'll want to call your 
mom or girlfriend and tell her you love 
her. 

Adam: Either way, if you come to our 
show, on some level you'll have a great 
time. 


UG: What influences and 
experiences do you base your lyrics 
on? 

Rod: We try to not fake anything. 

Neo: We try to touch on things that 
we've both lived through and _ things 
that we haven’t and then just being 
creative with it. You’ve got to touch on 
everything. 

Rod: We're kind of a little political 
but it’s difficult to do that when you're a 
brand new band. We like to keep it wide 
though, with some story telling songs. 
Everyone sings about relationships, so 
you get a little bit of that. Let’s put it this 
way, we'll never be a band that goes up 
there and sings about nothing. You'll 
always understand what we’re singing 
about. We’ve got Neo to thank for that. 


UG: Is there any new music in the 
works right now? 

Adam: All the time, constantly. We 
have five writers in the band. Everybody’s 
creating. 

Rod: It's going impossible to put 
something on a CD. It’s really hard for 
us to just choose twelve songs. 

Geoff: That's why we're going to 
put out a 48-song CD. It’s going to be 
unbelievable. The longest CD of all time. 

Adam: With just one track so that you 


can't skip through it. 


UG: What’s the deal with Uncle 
Jesse? 

Rod: Oh man, Stamos is a big part of 
my life, ever since | saw his hair on Full 
House. He’s a God. In fact | use Stamos 
in lots of the punch lines for my jokes, 
because everyone knows him. 

Adam: He’s a great B-list celebrity. 

Rod: He’s a great name to use. 
Everyone knows him and laughs when 
you use him. 

Adam: Our goal is to play a private 
show for John. 

Geoff: And his wife, 

Adam: | thought we agreed, it 
would just be us, Stamos and some 
equipment. 

Neo: Would he play drums or beat 
along, some beach boy songs? 

Rod: No, no, you find me someone 
who doesn’t like John Stamos and I'll 
fight them. | swear -find them and bring 
them to me. 

Geoff: You've got three in the band. 

Adam: No they don’t, they’re just 
afraid. 


UG: Do you guys have any last 
shouts for anyone reading this 
interview? 

Geoff: Shout out to John Denver. 

Adam: We have to say thank you to 
the Reverb and Horseshoe Tavern and we 
have to thank everyone who comes to our 
shows and John Balderstein. We have to 
thank Holllllly. (| feel so special for getting 
a shout out along side John Denver). 
Super Drummer Man: | would like to 
thank Aunt Jemima for her unbelievable 
maple syrup. 

Neo: | don’t eat any syrup unless its 
Aunt Jemima’s. 


We should all be so lucky to be 
savouring Aunt Jemima’s beautiful gift 
to this world. 


42 
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Beyond Sympathy Tour Comes to Campus 


UTSC drama project on a quest to e 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Governor 


This past Tuesday, UTSC hosted a show put on by 
some of our local drama students and Shinerama called 
Beyond Sympathy: The Truth About Cystic Fibrosis. 
The production is a series of scenes and monologues 
dealing with the subjects of living with the disease, the 
effects it can have on family life, and coping with the 
prospect of an approaching death. | had a chance to 
speak with Krista Watson, one of the UTSC Drama stu- 
dents responsible for putting the show together, about 
the long development of this special project. 

The big goal of Beyond Sympathy is to educate 
people about cystic fibrosis (CF), so Krista started off by 
telling me a little bit about the disease (thankfully spar- 
ing me from admitting that | didn’t really know anything 
about it myself). CF is a condition that causes a build up 
of mucus which creates clogs within the lungs. While the 
condition itself is not what actually kills the subject, the 
obstructions of the lung interrupt the digestive system 
and leave the lung vulnerable to other diseases. Krista 
explained that much like other diseases that weaken the 
body, it is the resulting infections that will prove fatal. 

Beyond Sympathy has been in development for a 
long time, beginning with its proposal last summer at 
a Shinerama conference in London. Since September, 
the group has been putting together research for the 
production, going to great lengths to educate them- 
selves about the disease. This involved learning about 
the disease itself, as well as putting together various 
workshops and exercises to help them develop their 
expressive ideas. 

But perhaps most interesting is the extensive 
amount of field research that went into this production. 
The group actually went to the homes of people who 
suffer from CF and talked to them about how it has 
affected their lives. Krista commented on her surprise 
at the variety of people they had talked to while doing 
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cate about Cystic Fibrosis 


this research. From children to doctors themselves, 
the range of perspectives of the people living with the 
disease is great. 

Because spreading awareness is such a large goal 
in this project, another exercise the group of students 
did was to talk to people on the street and ask them 
about CF. “We got every kind of reaction you can imag- 
ine. Some people asked us if it was a cereal. And other 
people thought we were talking about multiple sclerosis. 
No one knows what it is at all. So if anything, with this 
project, we want people to know what it is. It’s a fatal 
disease.” 

Beyond Sympathy has begun its tour around Toronto 
and has already been put on at multiple high schools 
across the city for audiences ranging from auditoriums 
to class rooms. Krista says they've received nothing but 
positive feedback from the high school crowds so far, 
with the students really responding to the serious reflec- 
tions upon the issue of death and coping with mortality 
(also the play contains a fair bit of swearing, which is 
always popular with the teenagers). 

Beyond Sympathy is a wholly original approach to 
educating people about CF while raising money to sup- 
port its cause. As Krista tells us, “This is the first attempt 
of any kind to make a fundraiser like this. No one has 
ever put together a fundraiser where people are learn- 
ing about the disease while they watch.” 

Krista and the other students involved will be con- 
tinuing their tour following the UTSC performance. 
While it may be too late for you to see the local showing, 
Beyond Sympathy will be showing again on Sunday, 
November 30, at the Poor Alex Theatre (located at 
Brunswick and Bloor). The doors open at 7:00pm and 
the price of a ticket is $20. Proceeds go to help fight 
cystic fibrosis so you'll be educated, entertained and be 
giving to charity all at the same time. 
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A Night at the Circus: Act One Seen Two 


Jessica Tokarz 


Many people hear the words “drama” 
and “theatre” and automatically assume 
that it will be a boring evening. For those 
that attended Act One Seen Two, you 
know it was nothing but that. And for 
those of you who didn’t, you'll learn a lot 
about performances. 

“Upper Management” written by 
Second City was a comical piece involv- 
ing the vice president of a company, Mr. 
Grisholm (played by Josh Andrews), 
taking a psychological examination and 
discovering from his employee Jerry 
(played by Mark Toszegi) that he is not 
as qualified as originally thought. There 
were many creative comparisons that 
had the same effect as the phrase “dumb 
as a board.” But despite all these, by the 
end of the play, Andrews had the audi- 
ence convinced that his character was 
the more qualified person and it was 
Jerry who was the one with the problem. 

The second production “I! Wrote This 
On The Bus” by Jessica de Bruyn was 
a very serious piece that showed how 
everything we experience in life has an 
impact on our thought process. Michelle 
Righetti did an excellent job narrating 
through beat poetry. Getting into the 
mind of a character and being able to 
understand their emotions is difficult, 
but Megan O’ Donohre achieved this. 
These emotions would not have been 
created without the wonderful acting of 
James Aizieh as the handicapped man 
or Ashley Morris as the blind lady and 
Victoria Nelson as the woman. This pro- 
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duction left the audience in deep thought 
and created its meaning very well. 

Following those performances was 
“13 Clocks” written by James Thurber 
and adapted by Andrew Tyler. This was 
an imaginative piece filled with creative 
and colourful costumes and well suited 
actors. Andrew Gardner was a very 
comical narrator, the highlight for the 
audience was when he held up a sign 
that said “Thunder” and shook it around 
to simulate a storm. John Hollick did 
a wonderful job playing the Duke who 
guarded his beautiful niece Saralinda 
(Robin Sutherland). She also played the 
roles of Hagga the old woman who saved 
Saralinda because when she laughed, 
she created the precious Gems the trav- 
eling minstrel (Mark Toszegi) needed for 
the Duke. These characters all had help 
from the spy known as the Golux (Lex 
Tan) who was very expressive and comi- 
cal. Not only did this production have all 
the typical fairy tale elements but more 
fun was added through the use of singing 
and dancing which the audience defi- 
nitely enjoyed. 

Things only got better with the next 
production “Studies in Tension” created 
by John Loerchner and dramatured by 
Sheleagh Hughes. This was an incred- 
ible piece due to the combination of lights 
and sounds created by the drumming of 
garbage cans and the music of Gordon 
Lane along with the use of paints. By 
time the end of the piece came, the 
audience was mesmerized, wanting to 


see more. 

After intermission, the show was 
picked up again by “The Danger Box 
Improv Company” directed by Andrew 
Gardner. All of the performers - Covin 
Cheng, Asiya Murad, Ashley Morris, 
Erica Proudlock, David Reale and Sarah 
Stevenson - put on an incredibly enter- 
taining show. The interactivity between 
the audience and performers added to 
the comedy, despite the fact that they did 
not take some audience members sug- 
gestion of skits involving porn. 

Next was an interesting piece entitled 
“Two Steps” by Ibrahim Ng. Although 
parts of the play seemed to be a little 
too lengthy it was saved by the acting 
ability of the characters. Stephen Edgell 
played lan, a poor student attempting to 
get his lost shoes back from the bitter 
janitor Nate who was played by Stefania 
Indelicato. Throughout the search for the 
shoes, both the characters and audi- 
ence learned about life and the way our 
desires drive us. 

“The Bits and Bites Guy Gets Busted” 
by Adam McNamara was one of the 
highlights of the night. Each of us in the 
audience has seen the Bits n Bites com- 
mercial, but McNamara took an inter- 
esting twist on this character. Instead 
of keeping the character innocent, he 
was turned into a neighborhood pervert. 
The comedy of this piece started with a 
stuffed dog popping up over the fence 
with the guy then as it progressed, the 
guy was in front of a little girl’s (Victoria 


Nelson) window watching her change. 
The line screamed by Nelson was “Mom 
(Devon Muhic) he’s doing it again.” 
Following that the cop (Jamie Mackrell) 
took the pant-less pervert away leaving 
the audience in tears of laughter. 

The final performance of the night 
“Hedges” by Dave Carley and directed 
by Andrew Epstein was one that stands 
out in everyone’s mind. Not only were 
the actors truly amazing, but the themes 
of blame and responsibility were created 
very well. Tom Nittoly as Widget, the nar- 
rator and owner of the local store, kept 
the audience on track with all his descrip- 
tions of what was happening between 
the couples. Aaron Ballantine and Krista 
Watson played Peter and Judy Smith, 
while Mike Taylor and Angela Barbosa 
played Don and Debbie Jones, each 
playing their parts seriously while keep- 
ing the comedy elements of the play in 
tact. The actor who stole the show was 
Jamie Lee Symister as the Hedge, the 
innocent one caught in the middle and 
unfortunately destroyed by the families’ 
turmoil. Each member of the audience 
can agree that the emotions and lessons 
from this play still sat in their heads as we 
all left the theatre. 

Not only were those themes and the 
themes of the other plays lingered on 
everyone’s minds, so were the delightful 
sights and sounds of spending the night 
under the big top in the circus known as 
Act One Seen Two. 


' chttp!/Awww.utsc:utoronto:ca/~undergnd/ 


Ad 
i 


+ 


Reviews 


The Missing Misses 
the Mark 


Aldwin Era 


Had my good friend Joan known how terrible The Missing would 
be, she would have undeniably turned down my adamant invitation to 
join me in the film’s pre-screening. She tells me later, over coffee and 
cigarettes at the local Starbucks, that she figured that there could be 
no harm in joining a desperately lonely friend for a free evening at the 
movies. Boy, was she ever wrong. 

In short, Ron Howard’s The Missing is as creatively dry as the New 
Mexican desert in which most of the film is set. The story follows Maggie 
Gilkeson (Cate Blanchett), a medicine woman whose frontier life is dev- 
astated when her daughter Lily (Evan Rachel Wood) is kidnapped by a 
ring of native bandits led by a horrendously disfigured mystic Shaman 
(Eric Schweig). Having been refused aid by the county sheriff, Maggie 
is forced to reconcile her differences with her bitterly estranged father 
Samuel (Tommy Lee Jones) in order to retrieve her abducted child. 
The Missing follows Maggie, Samuel, and youngest daughter Dot 
(Jenna Boyd) in their race across the barren desert, a frantic mission to 
reach Lily and her savage captors before they sell her across the New 
Mexican border. 

On the whole, Ron Howard’s period pic fails miserably at revitalizing 
the much stagnant Western genre. Not only are the plot and characters 
both tragically predictable but the story itself is awfully overdrawn. The 
last quarter of the film drags on like a bad date, as the protagonists 
engage in an anti-climatic confrontation. In fact, The Missing is one of 
those “stop to look at your watch to see when this dreaded piece of crap 
is ending’ films, the sort that has several promising ending sequences 
but just continues to trudge along. Even Howard’s attempt to infuse a 
dimension of mysticism, an angle never fully explored by Western flicks 
of the past, translates into awkward and ill-fitting scenarios that leave 
the audience perplexed about their purpose within the film. It seems 
as if The Missing attempts to be too ambitious by taking a myriad of 
intriguing slants, concepts, and character dynamics and running with 
all of them, creating a soupy mixture of a movie. Perhaps with a tighter 
screenplay and greater attention paid to both the mystical element and 
the father-daughter dynamic, The Missing may have garnered a few 
more praises. 

Needless to say, Blanchett, Jones, and Schweig (a relative 
unknown), turn out heady performances in the Western drama. 
Blanchett, touted as the current it actress, is gritty and unrelenting in 
her portrayal of Maggie. Jones, whose turn as the converted native is 
a striking departure from his typical tough-guy, law enforcing vigilante 
characters, is surprisingly refreshing as Samuel. Jones effectively 
captures the serenity and spirituality that is infused in the character of 
Samuel, creating a striking juxtaposition between his native mysticism 
and Maggie’s orthodox Catholic practices. Schweig is monstrous as the 
brujo, the shaman leader of the gang of bandits, and plays the role with 
intelligence atypical of such a bestial individual. His portrayal effectively 
links his animalistic rituals with his thirst to seek out his female victims, 
a multi-dimensionality not seen with savage characters of this type. 
Again however, all are limited by a severely thin script. 

Having just butted out her last smoke into the Starbucks ashtray, 
Joan turned to me and sarcastically cried, “Thanks for nothing!” | sheep- 
ishly laughed, half ashamed of having stolen two hours from her life. 
She then said something that summed the entire movie to a tee: “No 
one is missing anything with this piece of garbage.” | thought, “how 
apropos indeed.” 


Wednesday, 


Weekly Haiku 
by Sachin Hingoo 


Damn Evanescence 
You’re a secret Christian band! 
Just like those fucks, Creed! 
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Swift Trade scouts U of T 


graduates 


Christian Lucier 
News/Life Governor 


| have to admit that | know absolutely nothing about 
the trade market or the trade industry, for that matter. 
However, despite my lack of education in this field, | 
trudged downtown to Swift Trade’s Toronto branch to 
speak with Peter Beck, President of Swift Trade, about 
the nature of their business and why they are eager to 
work with post-graduate students from any academic 
field. 

As | entered the offices of Swift Trade, my ears were 
drilled with various shouts from the busy traders on the 
floor. Obscenities were words that played in the back- 
ground like elevator music. Even though Swift Trade 
resembles an ordinary trade company, it differs greatly 
in the way it operates. 

Swift Trade is a proprietary trade company that 
trades on the US equity markets. In order to work for 
Swift Trade, one has to have an undergraduate degree 
and graduate from the Swift Trade training course. The 
training course takes place over the span of four months, 
and costs about ninety-nine dollars. Applications are 
currently being accepted for the next training course 
period. However, actually graduating from the course is 
not as simple as just showing up. 

According to Mr. Beck, about half of the applicants 
graduate. For Mr. Beck, the most important aspect in 
a trader is discipline, which he believes comes in two 
forms: internal and external discipline. Internal disci- 
pline is based on an individual's conscience and how he 
or she would solely act in a certain situation. External 
discipline, on the other hand, pertains to an individual’s 
ability to follow certain orders and guidelines, kind of 
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like a solider in the army. External discipline is primarily 
what Mr. Beck looks for in a trader, because he needs 
traders who he can trust to trade in the fashion that he 
believes is most profitable. So, if one wants to work for 
Swift Trade, all he or she has to do is have an under- 
graduate degree, send in an application, and pass the 
training course, which sounds easier said then done. 

Now we come to the part people find the most 
interesting. Money. Mr. Beck states that six months to 
a year after graduation, a trader can make up to six fig- 
ures. Geebus! This all depends on the skill and luck of 
the trader though. The trader’s payment comes from a 
cut of the profits he or she makes during the duration of 
a one-month period. The more money the trader makes 
for Swift Trade, the more money he or she takes home. 
It is a pleasant thought knowing that ones income has 
no boundaries. However, like all of the sweetest deals 
on this earth, there is a catch. The stress. 

In order to play hard, one has to work hard, which 
often results in a high level of stress. When a trader 
trades for Swift Trade, he or she has to take into account 
that he or she is using Swift Trade’s capital to trade. If 
a trader makes money, a feeling of success follows, but 
if a trader loses money, anger and frustration ensues. 
And it is a well-known fact in the trade industry that a 
trader cannot play the market and have success one 
hundred percent of the time. It is inevitable that losses 
will be had, but the key here is to cut those losses to 
the minutest amount. Another thing | noticed about the 
traders at Swift Trade is that all of them are extremely 
young, which is why | get the impression that being a 
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trader for Swift Trade is more of a job then career. The 
term “burn-out” comes to mind. 

| also had the opportunity to talk with a student who 
graduated from the University of Toronto and has been 
working with Swift Trade for the last year and a half. 
For personal reasons, he wishes to keep his name 
undisclosed. This former student is a graduate of St. 
George campus and studied economics and geogra- 
phy. His plan once he graduated was to work in the 
trade industry. He stated that “when one has a good 
day of trading it feels like the best day ever, but when 
one has a bad day, it feels extremely awful.” This uni- 
versity grad also stated that working at Swift Trade is 
a great experience when an individual is young and 
eager to get in the field, but even though the Swift 
Trade experience has been very financially profitable 
for him, this trader does not plan to remain with Swift 
Trade indefinitely. 

For this reporter, the trade market will never be a 
work place, but it certainly is enticing. Big bucks for 
little work has a certain appeal to it. The workweek is 
also appealing - Monday to Friday from 9am-4:30pm, 
exactly when the market opens and closes. But then 
again, in order to get paid, one has to make money, 
and that is never guaranteed. Either way, for gradu- 
ating students who are eager to make some serious 
scratch, this might be a great work opportunity. But for 
those who cannot handle the stress, | would stick to 
the shallow end of workplace pool. 
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Recognition for Outstanding Achievement 
Rita Pearsall Wins 


Rita Pearsall, Recipient of the 
Patrick Phillips Award for Staff 
Services — June 2003 
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Maggy Stepanian 
Office of the Associate Principal 
and Chief Administrative Officer 


An endowed Award was established in the name of 
Patrick S. Phillips, Director of Administration, when he 
retired in June 1999 from the University of Toronto at 
Scarborough (UTSC). This Award was created to com- 
memorate the outstanding legacy and leadership left by 
Phillips during his fifteen years of service at UTSC. It 
is awarded to a deserving Staff member who displays 
competence, commitment, courtesy, and concern for 
others routinely; who without fanfare or self-promotion 
contributes daily to the success of the College. 

The first Award was presented to Nick J. MacDonnell, 
Superintendent of Building Services, at the Annual 
Retirement Reception in June 2000. MacDonnell had 
always worked quietly and efficiently behind the scenes. 
For MacDonnell no job was too big or too small. In 2001, 
Audrey Glasbergen, a UTSC Great Mind and Secretary 
to the Chair of the Social Sciences Department, received 
the Award to recognize her tremendous contribution 
to the smooth running of day-to-day activities in the 
Department. Audrey said, “] enjoy the social opportuni- 
ties at UTSC. My participation and contribution to the 
College life makes UTSC a delightful place to work. | 
am truly grateful for this Award”. In June 2002, the year 
of her retirement, Linda Pearson, Assistant Registrar: 
Secretariat and Scheduling, became the third recipient 
of the Award in recognition of her outstanding contribu- 
tion to UTSC since joining the University in 1971. As 
secretary of committees and College Council she had 
an institutional memory showing exemplary mastery of 
university rules and regulations. She set an example of 
efficiency, expertise, promptness, and willingness to get 
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the job done. 

At the Annual Retirement Reception in June of 
2003, Rita Pearsall, Associate Registrar - Records, 
Convocation, Statistics, Scheduling and Examination, 
Office of the Registrar, was presented with the Patrick 
Phillips Award for Staff Service. She says, “I was 
unaware that | had been chosen to win the Patrick 
Phillips Award for Staff Service until my name was 
called at this event. What a wonderful surprise and 
honour it was. | would like to extend a special thank 
you to the individuals who put my name forward”. 

Pearsall joined the Registrar's Office in October of 
1968. Throughout her career progression she has dis- 
played both loyalty and support for the high standards 
and goals of the department and those of the UTSC 
community. She has been a problem solver, making 
things run smoothly especially for the students; while 
applying the high standards of the University, she nev- 
ertheless ensured that no student ever be put at a dis- 
advantage. Her cheerfulness and enthusiasm with stu- 
dents, faculty and colleagues are endless. Pearsall has 
never put herself forward and is only too quick to say 
after doing an uncalled for task that she was only doing 
her job. Following Patrick Phillips’ path Pearsall has 
routinely displayed competence, commitment, courtesy 
and concern not only towards her staff to achieve their 
professional goals but also for students and the faculty. 
Often working behind the scenes without fanfare or self- 
promotion she has contributed daily to the success of 
UTSC. 
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Life - 


Underground Alma Mater 
Touches Base 


Kevin Pighin 


Ever wonder what the hell people do 
after they graduate? | do. As many of 
you no doubt realize, your undergradu- 
ate years fly by incredibly fast. At one 
point during these years you will be 
faced with the prospect of life after 
graduation. For some, this is good, for 
others this is simply terrifying. | had a 
chance to interview Patricia Ocampo, 
former Underground Editor-In-Chief and 
UTSC alumnus to ask her about her life 
after graduation. 


What did you do after graduating 
from UTSC? 

| dove straight into a two-year jour- 
nalism program at Ryerson for students 
who already have an undergrad degree, 
which is still a decision | wrestle with 
today. There is a heated debate in the 
journalism world going on right now 
about the merits of journalism school. 
Many in the industry feel the best expe- 
rience for a reporter is to just do it. Be 
out in the world, have your editor be your 
guide, and hammer out your mistakes 
on print or air. Others say it’s good to 
learn the basics of writing and reporting 
before you work. Media outlets do not 
want a green reporter who doesn’t know 
how to craft a story and could potentially 
ruin relationships with sources or even 
get the media outlet slapped with a libel 
lawsuit. 

Though the Ryerson program has 
allowed me to land a great internship, 
| sometimes wish | had more experi- 
ence in the real news world. Though 
the Ryerson curriculum allows for a lot 
of real reporting, one just doesn't get the 
same kind of story or cooperation when 
saying “Hi, I’m a journalism student 
and | need a large portion of your time 
even though you won't get any public- 
ity because this won't be published or 
aired” as opposed to saying, “Hi, I’m 
from ABC News.” 


What are you doing now? 

| am interning at ABC News in New 
York City for eight weeks. | am in the 
20/20 and PrimeTime division and, no, | 
don't fetch coffee. | am currently working 
on two pieces, but | can’t discuss them 
until they've aired, because ABC doesn't 
want to get scooped. Actually, | can tell 
you the first one because it has already 
been advertised. | helped extensively 
with the Jessica Lynch special which 
airs on Tuesday, November 11. | am 
very lucky to have landed the oppor- 
tunity to work on this story because it 
is a 90-minute special. Most pieces at 
ABC’s newsmagazines are about 7 to 
10 minutes long. The production assis- 


tant keeps telling me it'll get the highest 
ratings and win lots of awards. It’s pretty 
amazing to be a part of something really 
big and see how they put it all together. 


The second one is also a special 
and it’s for a huge movie. That's all | 
can say. 


WHEN and WHY did_= you 
first become involved in The 
Underground? 

Well, it was a dark and stormy night. 
No, kidding. It was in early 2001, so 
almost the end of the school year, and | 
was sitting in a third-year English class— 
Canadian Fiction—when the editor at the 
time, Nadia Alam, asked me if | would 
consider taking over the reins. The previ- 
ous week | had sent her an editorial | had 
written about Americanism and Canadian 
identity. | guess she liked it. 

At first | was dismayed by what I saw. 
It wasn’t very organized—at least, not in 
a way | could work with—and Nadia was 
vague about the duties as an editor. She 
kept on promising to write me up a guide 
on the editor’s day-by-day activities, like 
Monday this needs to be done, Tuesday 
this needs to be done, etc. | never got 
a guide. But | suppose | agreed to do it 
because | saw it as a challenge. | know 
this isn’t very admirable but | prefer taking 
over projects which haven't been suc- 
cessful or are a complete mess because 
it means there’s a greater chance for me 
to make it a success. There’s no prec- 
edent for greatness, and it spurs me to 
try to make my own mark. 

| knew the newspaper’s readership 
was embarrassingly low. | didn't like the 
paper myself and | knew | could give it 
a fair shot at making it more relevant at 
UTSC. 


What is your favorite pastime and 
why? ‘ 

Why do you want to know? So jour- 
nalism-wannabes can emulate me? OK, 
| won't be a diva...just have to know, 
you know? | like watching movies and 
analyzing them to death afterwards. | 
like reading books; I’m more into non-fic- 
tion now that | feel | should know a little 
bit about our world. And | like walking, 
which is great in New York City. 


Have you always been interested 
in the media? 

Yes, | grew up reading Time and 
Life Magazines, (OK, with the occa- 
sional People and Chatelaine...my mom 
brought the magazines in the house. 
What was a girl to do?) watching Lloyd 
Robertson every night say “That’s the 


kind of day it’s been,” and every Friday 
night (no, | did not have a life) watching 
Barbara Walters on 20/20 say “We're in 
touch so you be in touch.” 

| have to say though that | wish | had 
paid even more attention. Other journal- 
ism students at Ryerson have followed 
reporters’ work and can now critique it 
knowledgeably, saying so-and-so is a 
biased reporter or so-and-so gives great 
crime-story commentary. | didn’t absorb 
as much of the news as | should have. 
So though | know you didn’t ask for my 
advice, | implore all young people today 
to pay attention to news coverage and 
really take the time to comprehend it. 
That’s my platform, thank you for coming 
out! 


What is Barbara Walters’ favorite 
chocolate bar? 

Cadbury Fruit and Nut, because 
she’s fruity and nutty. Wait a second; | 
think that’s libelous. 


How did your experience at 
UTSC and, more specifically, at The 
Underground help you in your current 
endeavors? 

UTSC definitely helped me reach my 
goals as a journalist. Some people ask 
me if | wish | had enrolled in journalism 
school straight out of high school, and 
the answer to that is a resounding no. 

Many journalists in the industry are 
impressed with my Biology and English 
background because it gives me a 
broader knowledge base than journalism 
students in Ryerson’s four-year program. 
In fact, it would have been even better if 
after graduating from UTSC | went on a 
trip around the world. Journalists respect 
life experience in other journalists. 

UTSC faculty members were encour- 
aging. The English profs helped me 
hone my writing and researching skills. 
The administration | interviewed for The 
Underground stories were always help- 
ful and accessible, even if they knew we 
weren't writing a story that would make 
them look good. 


Who is your favorite producer at 
ABC and why? : 

| don’t have a favourite producer but | 
have two favourite production assistants: 
Christine Tobin and Eric Strauss. They 
are incredibly helpful towards interns, 
which inspires me to be as generous to 
newbies when I’m in a high-power posi- 
tion. They are also very laid-back and 
always comfortable with swearing in the 
workplace and bitching about co-work- 
ers. You gotta love that. 

And no, | will not dish dirt about what 
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they say concerning ABC correspon- 
dents. Let’s just say Diane Sawyer and 
Barbara Walters are people, too, and not 
the goddesses | once thought. 


Which is the better Star Trek 
Captain: Kirk, Picard, or Archer and 
why? 

For the love of God how can you 
compare narcissistic Kirk and as-char- 
ismatic-as-a-Tribble-Archer with the 
Man who led the human race through its 
greatest adventures, always with tremen- 
dous strength and passion for his fellow 
humans, er, humanoids, er, beings. 

That was too easy. You need to give 
me harder questions, like who is the fun- 
niest cartoon character of all time: Peter 
Griffin or Stewie? 


If you could have any job in the 
world, what would it be? 

| would have Diane Sawyer’s job. 
Scratch that. | would be Diane Sawyer. 
Fun fact: | have the same birthday as 
she. No, | don’t stalk her. Wait, you 
didn’t ask that. Never mind. 


From your point of view, is journal- 
ism the cutthroat politically charged 
industry it is reputed to be? 

No, though keener journalism stu- 
dents are cutthroat. 

But in the industry, people are willing 
to help each other out if it means digging 
out the true story. Of course, it always 
feels good to scoop other reporters 
There 
is no room for egos in this business 
because journalists are like politicians, 
their careers are based on reputation, 
though I'd like to believe journalists are 
compared by how much integrity they 
have and not how little left. 


What is the coolest thing you’ve 
done in NYC since your arrival? 

| can’t narrow it down to one thing. 
I've been lucky enough to live here 
during the best season, jam-packed 
with citywide events like the Greenwich 
Village Halloween Parade and the New 
York City marathon. 

And nothing beats walking around 
Central Park on a crisp, sunny fall day. 


What is the scariest thing you’ve 
done in NYC since your arrival? 

Taken the subway. It’s not like 
Toronto’s at all. 


Where do you want to be in five 
years? 
Right here in New York City at ABC 
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News. But with an office on the 10" floor 
and not a dinky little cubicle. 


What is your single_favorite and 
least favorite moments while working 
for The Underground? 

My favourite (come on, Kevin, use 
Canadian spelling here!) moment work- 
ing at The Underground was also my 
least favourite. | was at the UTSC 
bookstore when | stepped up to the 
cashier. The clerk asked if | was Patricia 
Ocampo, the editor of The Underground. 
| said yes. Wow, | thought, was | known 
around campus? Then she proceeded 
to bitch about my article in an issue that 
appeared a few weeks back. | couldn't 
believe it. A line-up was forming behind 
me while her voice rose incrementally. 
Now, | am a total George Costanza when 
it comes to confrontation. | always think 
of great zingers when | think about it 
later. But this time, | let loose. 

She was a former SCSC (now the 
SCSU) executive and was upset that 
| had criticized the SCSC’s frosh week. 
She said that as students, we should all 
support each other and not tear each 
other down. 

| pointed out that she had quit the 
SCSC and therefore did not have a 
right to speak on behalf of the SCSC. | 
pointed out that | had it on tape cassette 
that the SCSC president also admitted 
that that year’s frosh week had been 
flawed. He had also outlined the prob- 
lems. | pointed out (by this time | was 
also yelling...hey, who can be cool all the 
time?) that | had balanced my story by 
outlining the positive aspects of the frosh 
week, but that the frosh themselves had 
been very unhappy with the frosh week 
so | had taken my direction from that. It 
wasn't my opinion, it was based on what 
the frosh themselves were saying, and if 
she had a problem with that she should 
speak with the frosh. | said (l was on a 
roll here) that it is not the journalists’ job 
to be yes-men but rather to report on 
events, good or bad. | said that if the 
SCSC could not handle criticism then 
they should all resign because the point 
of government is to listen to the people 
they are governing. | said that if we only 
said good things then they would never 
improve. | said that if she was unhappy 
with what we were printing she should 
write a letter to the editor like a member 
of the community instead of cornering 
me like a third-grader on the playground. 
The man behind me smiled at me, | 
smiled back, then | stormed off. 

| wrote about the incident in an edito- 
rial in the next issue. 


The incident was my least favourite 
moment because it was embarrassing. 
| hate confrontation and | myself hate 
being criticized. 

But it was also my favourite because 
it fueled my love of journalism. | wasn’t 
just defending my story, | was defending 
the principles of journalism. Everyone 
thinks we’re out to get them and that we 
only report bad things. But it’s funny to 
realize people only get upset when we 
say bad things—which are of course 
substantiated—and sometimes they 
don’t even deny that the bad things 
happened. They just wonder why we 
reported it instead of looking at them- 
selves and thinking of ways to improve or 
rectify the situation. 


If you were a high-stakes corpo- 
rate whistle-blower what would your 
code name be and why? 

Anti-Martha Stewart. Or, if | wanted 
to be even more clever, Auntie Martha 
Stewart. Whoa, | have too much time on 
my hands. 


What advice do you have for the 
current Underground team? 

Always, always, always read every 
piece from several different vantage 
points. Would a serious student be 
interested in this? Would the punk-ass 
kids be piqued? Would the jocks care? 
Would faculty or staff find this mildly fasci- 
nating? Run the piece if at least one type 
of UTSC reader will be interested. But 
if you start to notice a pattern, like all of 
your pieces are geared towards the jocks 
or the anti-establishment crowd, then you 
need to think about the effects of alienat- 
ing your readership. The Underground is 
supposed to be a newspaper, delivering 
information and providing analysis, it isn’t 
a mouthpiece for a select few. 

Don't fight the Tuesday all-nighter. 
Just have fun with it and resign yourself 
to the fact that you will be living at the 
office that night. 


What would you say to anyone 
who is currently considering becom- 
ing involved with The Underground? 

GO FOR IT!!! What the @#$%&* 
is stopping you? It is not hard at all. 
Reviews are easy and you get free tick- 
ets. Opinion pieces give you an adrena- 
line rush because you know you're going 
to piss SOMEBODY off at UTSC. News 
pieces require more work but they can be 
used in any portfolio for any career field; 
it shows you can communicate and that 
you are interested in the world around 
you. 
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It’s 1:30 Sunday morning. | have just 
arrived at my parent's house in Barrie. 
It is a refuge of sorts where | can catch 
a few hours of sleep before rushing off 
to my weekend job in the morning. | 
have been driving since approximately 
11:42 pm, when | left the restaurant on 
Yonge Street where the cast and crew of 
the show | was singing in this weekend 
dined. The show was a 2 % hour opera 
in German, and as | emerge from the res- 


taurant, Tl realized how refreshingly mild it 


is Outside for late November. As | head 
towards Highway 400, | could feel my 
brain tense from singing in a language 
that | don’t understand, and my face 
ache from the contortions necessary in 
order to spit out the consonants the lan- 
guage requires. | pass a police car, flash- 
ing his lights on the shoulder of the 401. 
| see one officer writing vigorously on a 
notepad as he sits in the cruiser, and 
another officer patting down a middle- 
aged man who is leaning spread-eagle 
over the side of his station wagon. There 
is a small spruce tree protruding from the 
hatchback, and the man being searched 
looks as if he might either vomit or fall 
unconscious as soon as the officer lets 
go. {| don't know what happened next 
since traffic kept moving, and | was 
forced to comply. What this scene does 
remind me of, though, is: a) how many 
traffic infractions | have witnessed lately, 
as winter approaches (and | do too much 
driving for someone without a horn)? and 
b) the holiday season is full of interesting 
sexual connotations, compromising of 
positions and themes that makes us all 
feel either closer to those around us than 
the rest of the year allows, alone and in 
need of companionship, or in need of a 
good distraction and some time alone, 
due to the first two options. Surely this is 
all due to some marketing scheme that 
is designed to encourage the purchase 
of more gifts this time of year (Sex sells.) 
Or maybe it’s just an innocently skewed 
commercial bi-product of an old tradition. 
Either way, | have been inspired by the 
season, and our readers seem to be too 
busy with exam preparations and essays 
to write in any better suggestions. So, 
here are some holiday-inspired sexual 
positions provided by my anonymous 
panel of advisors. Until next time: have 
fun, be safe, and let me know what you 
want to know. 


Holiday Twists: 


The famous sexual position manual, 
the Kama Sutra, provides instructions 
and illustrations for almost every position 
imaginable. What the Kama Sutra does 
not have, however, is this guide created 
specially for you by my advisors and 
myself. These have not been thoroughly 
tested and researched, so try these at 
home but ONLY with your own caution 


‘and discretion involved. Let me know 


how you fare. 


Holiday position # 1: Santa’s Lap 
Dance 

Everyone who has been in-a mall 
over the holiday season has seen this 
picture: A man (generally dressed up in 
a fuzzy red suit) seated on a big comfy 
chair with someone on his lap asking for 
their holiday wish. Well, this is the same 
idea, in an adult variation. (Santa Suit 
optional) 

Instructions: Partner #1 sits in a big 
comfy chair, or on the end/side of a bed. 
Partner #2 sits on P #1’s lap, facing away 
from them, using P#1’s legs as support 
with hands, and P#2’s legs as leverage. 
Once intercourse has been initiated, 
play naughty or nice. Don’t forget to ask 
“Santa”. for what you want this holiday 
evening. This position is said to stimu- 
late the G-spot in females in the P#2 
position, and offer interesting angles for 
both partners. 


Holiday Position # 2: Santa’s 
Sleigh Ride (NOTE: this could also, in 
theory, work well in cars or secluded 
movie theatres.) 

Instructions: P#1 sits cross-legged 
on a comfortable surface. P#2 sits facing 
P#1, wrapping their legs around P#1. 
P#2’s buttocks should be nestled com- 
fortably in between P#1’s crossed legs, 
for maximum penetration. By pressing 
both feet together and with the use of 
arms and shoulders for support, P#2 can 
then comfortably obtain a considerable 
range of motion. This is a very intimate 
position that requires very close full-body 
contact, as well as deep penetration, a 
variety of angles, and clitoral stimulation 
in female P#2s. 

Holiday party trick # 1: Mistletoe 
mischief 


RRR RELL ER EE LISLE NEEL TOILETS 


“educational systems hav 


~ situation with mistletoe | 


The holiday season is 
filled with workplace par- 
ties, school formals, winter 
galas, and chalet retreats. 
The reason for this is 
simple: People are encour- 
aged to feel festive this 
time of year, the weather 
is getting colder and more 
time is being spent indoors. 
Also, most work laces and 
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some sort of break during 
the winter season in order 
to allow employees/stu- 
dents to rest for a short 
period of time, celebrate 
the holiday and the new 
year, spend some time with 
the family and preparing 
for the winter to come; etc. 
What does this mean for 
you? Well, unless you live ~ 


a social context, you will have to | kno 
how to handle a holiday party. Sounds 
easy, right? Well, university students 
are known to be experts on festivities, 
but the winter holidays require a unig 
elegance and cool charm. Here’s 
tips on how to make the most of what e 
holidays have to offer: 
1) As with any other situati 
yourself and have fun while using your 
deductive reasoning (a.k.a. common 
sense.) If you're self-conscious about 
talking to new people, rememb (0) 
make eye contact and m ar 
feels natural to do so (they're signs 
approachability and trusty 
Since you were invited to the e 
you must be doing something right. 
2) Mistletoe: As it is rumour 
it is true. There exists an old tradition 
involving a mistletoe branch and kissing. 
The old tradition states that a mistletoe 
branch should be hung over the doorway 
of a room where people gather. If two 
people are found to be standing inadver- 
tently under this branch at the same time 
they must kiss for good luck. Many of 
you will have heard about this old tradi- 
tion, but who has ever seen a e, 


advice is that~ accepti 7 
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gracefully by complying with a quick 
friendly peck is expected by those who 
point out the phenomenon. Even better — 
advice is to refrain from standing under 
doorways if you don’t want to be kissed. 

3) Safety: Always carry condoms — 
with you, and never store them in a warm — 
or damp place (such as the warm wallet 
that is carried in the back pocket, or the 
glove compartment of a car). The Health 
and Wellness centre offers a free supply ~ 
of condoms and personal lubricant, so 
if you don’t get a chance to stop by a 
store, or are watching your budget, grab 
a few for the road. Durex Golds come 
individually wrapped in gold coin-shaped 
packages with peel-away backings and _ 
make great stocking stuffers. Condoms 
also make great gifts for anyone involved 
in a group exchange of presents, such as ~ 
a “secret Santa” exchange (popular at — 
workplaces and on student budgets.) 

4) Always bring the host/hostess a 
small gift (i.e.; a box of chocolates, or a 
bottle of wine), when attending festivities 
at someone’s house. This is especially 
true if it is the first time you’ve been to the 
host's home, and most especially if there 
is dinner served. Not everyone expects 
this gesture, but it is always appreci- © 
ated (who doesn’t like getting little thank 
you presents?) and doesn’t have to be 
expensive to make a lasting good first 
impression. 
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Queer Corner 


Dykes For Dummies 
A brief overview of how women love women 


Annie Harris 


S People ask: How do lesbians do it? How do dykes 
_ have sex? 

This leads us to the question: What is sex? Is the 
- man-woman missionary position penetrative sex the 
_ only definition of sex that exists? 
B Sex tends to be defined very narrowly, this is 
__ why people have trouble fathoming sex outside the 
_ traditional margins. We are taught that sex is a man- 
- woman penetrative, penis to vagina intercourse, 
and we are usually also taught that it is meant for 
_ procreation. This of course would explain why some 


Snipin’ G’s 
James W. Grieve 


After a humiliating defeat in the last game against 
team Sting, the men’s “R” hockey team came out with 
something to prove on Tuesday night against VIC C. 
Thus far, the talented squad had failed to play up to their 
potential and they all knew it. 

The team came out flying in the first period as Kevin 
Johnston started off the attack with an early goal that 
would eventually lead to the flood gates opening. The 
game winner came shortly thereafter when Hui Nguyen 


people can’t figure out how or why women have sex 
with women. 

Some people can’t fathom sex without a penis 
involved. Not only is it engrained in us 

that procreative hetero-sex is the norm but we are 
also taught that men are typically the sexual initiators, 
the ones who really want to get laid. This goes back to 
the Victorian 

idea that lesbianism is impossible because of the 
timid, non-sexual, nature of woman. Women are typi- 
cally not given the credit they deserve as equal partici- 
pants in human sexuality. Women want to get laid too. 
Men are not the sole provider of pleasure and satisfac- 
tion, some women want to get it on with other women. 

So you don’t have a penis and you’re wondering 
“Gee how do | have sex with women?” 

Well there’s always... 


Hands (fingers/fists) 

- Never go soft, subject to cramping sometimes but 
endurance comes with practice. 

- Mutual masturbation is sex and it’s fun 


Mouths/ Tongues 

- Contrary to popular belief it is not foreplay, it’s sex! 
That's why they call it Oral Sex! 

- The same with the cramping thing but practice, prac- 
tice, practice! 


Sex Toys 
- There is a wide array of toys that one can pleasure 
another (or oneself) with. To mention a few: vibrators, 
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dildos and strap-ons 


These are only some of the options for women 
to ‘do’ women. 

We can’t forget how complex the human body 
is and how many places there are on a woman 
to stimulate. The vagina is not the only place that 
wants attention. The clitoris is a hit with most 
women. Women may also be interested in anal 
sex. Every part of the body can be stimulated in a 
sensual way and all options should be explored. 

Dykes can have any style or preference of sex 
that can be had. From S&M, kink & fetish to more 
toned-down or ‘vanilla’ sex, women who want to get 
down with women do it in all sorts of styles. 

These are only options and by no means do 
| think what | have written all the details or possi- 
bilities for dyke/lesbian/woman to woman sex. My 
main point in this article is that breaking away from 
traditional ideas of sex is the key. So challenge 
your pre-conceived notions, question why you think 
the way you do. Anything is possible when you 
open your mind. By all means do your on research, 
experiment, and don’t forget to be safe! There are 
lots of options for women to have safe sex. Dental 
dams (for oral sex), condoms (for dildos & strap- 
ons), and gloves (for fingering & fisting) all provide 
protection from sexually transmitted diseases and 
infections (and are available at the LGBTQ@SC 
lounge). 

So have fun, and be safe! 


scored down two men, on a great individual effort. The 
team rallied to score two more goals in the first, and 
finished off with six as they sailed to a 6-1 victory over 
their opponent VIC C. 

Richard Nguyen sparked a great offensive effort with 
two goals, an assist, and some smooth skating. The 
win was crucial in clinching a playoff birth as the boys 
stepped it up a notch in their efforts. John Peralta came 
up short of the shut-out once again, only facing ten 


*Not valid with any other offer, At participating McDonald's Restaurants in Ontario. Offers at participating Restaurants may vary from those shown. 
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everyday 9 POD 


of the week. PLUS TAX 


\bn dtp dma uiseutgrontp, cafsunderand/ 


TUESDAY 


shots as his defense played a strong game in front of 
him. “Acalm collected offense that buried their chances 
was the difference in this game”, coach Andrews was 
quoted as saying after the game. 

The teams next game is on Friday November 21st 
against Trinity B. 


hae? 


Quarter Pounder® 
with Cheese 


23 


The'Underground «''! \«'e<«' 


Groundworks~ 


24 Hours Later 
Shani Robertson 


| sit here anxious of my future, 

Happy in my new discovery, 

Now unsure, 

Not of what it means for me, 

But for us, 

We won't be doing this as a regular thing, 
But will it ever happen again? 

| eventually fell asleep, the first time without you 
Since this morning, 

| buried my nose in the sheets, 

In hopes of retaining one more time, 
Your scent, 

Searching for a wisp of your hair, 

| eventually began to stare, 

Imagining you we back in my arms, 


Giving me the intense feeling of pleasure, 

Which I’m now officially addicted to, 

I’m waiting for my brain to come down from this high, 
So | can re-focus my thoughts on to other matters, 
Till we meet again, 

I’m trying hard to stop myself from expecting too 
much, 

From getting to far ahead of myself, 

So | shouldn't hurt myself, 

I'll try and bury myself in my work, 

In an attempt to break my new addiction, 

But it'll only last for a while, 

Then my mind will refocus on top you again, 
Coldplay echoes through my brain, 

In my place, in my place 


LUC ifer Fonsov Ten 


Open-mindedness Feign = 


| wish you were back in my place, 
How long must | wait for it 

How much would | pay for it? 
There isn’t enough money to purchase you, 
I’m hoping the love | made to you, 
Gave to you, 

Would be enough, 

So | could see you again, 

And help me calm this brain, 
From going insane, 

From missing you. 


THE 


GC. 
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The Timeless search... 
Shamser Huda 


Not a door or window open, not a breath of life anywhere 
Not a single creature in sight while silence dwell there 
Impermanently, 

Stupefied, | set foot in search of you 

My life, my love and my all 

The old worn out dusty buildings, all sink in the same desola- 
tion 

Together 

Trudging through the stench ridden remnant-covered road, | 
draw nearer to my destination 

The darkness begins to disappear 

As the shadows dissolve in rosy, translucent, liquid air 

New worlds were revealed between heaven and earth 
Strange colors streamed from them, blending together, stain- 
ing the horizon a brilliant red fair 

Which emerged into the clear blue of the sky’s divine arch 
While the first rays of sun broke through 

The buildings appeared lofty, calm, enduring and indifferent 
And so were the people, many and few 

They crept, crawled and came out like roaches, rats and 
rodents 

All flowing out like waves from either sides of the alley 

They swarmed around me like drones around a queen bee 
But | keep on searching for you 

My life, my love and my all 

From mass procession of wedding ceremonies 

To mass procession of pilgrims toward Mecca, making their 
way 

To the tall minarets that dominate the heavens 

While the wooden lattice balconies 

Lean submissively toward the alleyway 

Frantically, | continue to search for you 

My life, my love and my all 

Who is created flawless and beautiful too 

And carries within the secret of creation 

Perfected and covered in three protective layers of light, love 
and beauty 

Sheltered from any damage and calamity 

While rivulets of Tasneem, Salsabeel and Zanjabil, 

Pure white milk, wine, gold and honey 

Flow from under your feet abundantly 

You are not created weaker but more generous than men 
You are created more beautiful and less fierce, as beauty 
hates to hurt and threaten 

When even physically you are extremely strong 

As you undergo great upheavals in your body without flinch- 
ing for the sake of child birth 

And face the direct physical conditions more successfully 
than men on earth 

If | had only one wish from Al-Quddus 

It would be to have you by my side in Jannat al-Firdaws 
Queen of all houris in Jannat al-Naim and ‘Adn denizens 
Embodying angelic qualities in both attributes and appear- 
ance 

With golden vessels and nerves visible through your sensu- 
ous flesh 

Coupled with the irresistible Apocrine, Eccrine and Sebaccous 
mesh 

Producing musk-like smell, which is pure and fresh 

My search for you still continues 

My life, my love, my all and happiness 

You are my source and Abode of Peace, so that | may find 
rest in them 

You are the oasis of Constancy in the midst of chaos, change 
and replace 

You are the source of Beauty & through your softness & 
subtlety, 

Allah crowned the earth with the diadem 

Of angelic grace 

You are the Abode of Eternity as you perpetuate generations 
of His remembrance 

As the angels establish in the heavens 

You are my Sheltering Garden, as you are generous and 
bountiful 

Like a fertile land giving without counting, including my life 
and existence 


SPACE | 


Scarborough 


Robin Sutherland 


| step out the door 

My feet carry me to 

The Building 

Of cement and harsh reality 
Throngs of faces 

Familiar or not, passing by 
At eye level 

Or not eye to eye 

| wait in line 

One hour — one doughnut 
Two hours — two books 
My life in pages of black 
On white 

My money, non-existent 
Stolen by the need 

The desire the push 

To learn to live 

Life and leave these walls 
A four year journey 

Then to another 

House of cement 

And walls around 

And people, their faces 
Eye to eye 


Brought to you by the University of 
Toronto Arts Collective 


Neanderthal alien revolution 
Joe Lynch 


SPACE02 - for future 
submissions please 
contact UTAC, 


=< 
 tac@utsc.utoronto.ca 


Mind’s eye 
Mike Mendes 


Or not 

Always in their world 
Of grey and people 
People and grey 

But where is joy 

In this profoundness 


| wind my way back 

Past cranes and dust 

Potholes, glaring lights 

Through miniature light-speckled 
Forests with carnivorous squirrels 
| step through my door 

And realize 

| remember nothing 

But concrete and cement faces. 
Knowledge? 

But wait - | have a doughnut. 

So | eat it. 


NNN ee 
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Across 


1) song or rattling 
4) X-mas to José 
paddle 
self 
Blanchett of Missing 
prefix for mural, state 
dreaming of a ...” (carol) 
General Electric 
not 
anger 
small bottle 
Paul of movies, salads 


12) 
13) 
15) 
Aes 
18) 
19) 
21) 
23) 
26) 
28) dishonourable 
30) 
31) 
32) 
34) 
35) °. 
36) 
39) 
40) 
41) 


an exploit 
a lofty walk 
direction 
style guide 
..of the sisterhood.” 
watery Michelle Righetti 
thus Associate Governor 
atop Down | 
vex 
42) ores 1) merry 35) second person singular | 
45) speak 2) birth, also scene pronoun 
48) as above, to The Bard 3) cartilaginous roots of tongues 37) deviate from the truth 
0) Argon 4) X-mas to Pierre 38) corset . 
2) sacred 5) Male name 39) winter weather, occurring 
3) Aspirin, for short 6) T.V.’s The New____ 43) sea serpent 
5) Lane of Metropolis 7) Atenth 44) Also. Known 
7) ring-shaped coral island 8) Silver 46) copier 


9) inability to burn 9) A Baker's is thirteen 47) unit of paper 


4) P.C. key 

5) bombast 

7) species of goose or shell-fish 
8) consume 

9) twelve mo.’s 

0) pertaining to 


) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
63) bobbin 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 


10) Intangible 
14) to move from one, to live in 
another 
16) born, in Lyon 
0) the woof of cloth 
2) rodent 
4) hprefix, relating to 69 across 
5) dreary 
27) plural personal pronoun 
9) organ 
1) Secrete = se 
3) a merry feast, forum 
4) to the greatest degree 


8) excrement 
9) 50 Across 
2) gelatinous Nintendo character 
4) homogenous mixt.’s 
5) quiet 
56) bony prefix 

7) male name 

8) aquatic carnivore 

0) close 

1) endorse 

2) pupil's home 

6) swine’s abode 
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If you know of an event that might benefit from a little bit of buzz (i.e. Ticketmaster is not involved) 
let us know by sending an email with “EVENTS” in the subject line to: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 
The Underground and its staff do not guarantee any information printed in this listing. Due to the 
often sketchy nature of such events, the details are liable to change, or be outright false. Make use of 
any contact information provided beforehand.... and otherwise, have fun! 


HEALING 


November 29: Peace of Soul 
Enterprises Presents Wu Li Tao: A New 
Way of Healing with Matty Sereda! 
Located at 300 Bloor St. West, a short 
walk from St. George or Spadina station. 
The North West corner access is just off 
Bloor. Pay parking at the back of the 
building. Please enter through the 470 
Huron St. Door. 


Event Outline: This event promises to 
bring our community closer together as 
they will be given the opportunity to inter- 
act with others! The afternoon begins 
with an Icebreaker for people to meet, 
which will be followed by a portion of The 
Golden Pentacle Meditation. 

Afterward, an experiential talk will be 
given on Wu Li Tao. Wu Li Toa is a new 
method of holistic healing. 

Tea and Light refreshments will also be 
served. 


Topics to be covered: 
What is Wu Li Tao? How does it work? 


What are the similarities and differences 
between Reiki, Therapeutic Touch, other 


body-energy balancing techniques and 
Wu Li Tao? People are encouraged to 
bring all their questions. 


Bio. 


Matty is an internationally known intuitive 
artist and practitioner of natural non-inva- 
sive restorative therapies who has been 
featured extensively on Radio. He is also 
a musician/composer, Reiki practitioner, 
Reflexologist and the innovator of the Wu 
Li Tao healing system. 


He has been practicing different types 
of meditation for over 13 years and has 
created The Golden Pentacle Meditation 
CD in order to aid others in experiencing 
a state of wholeness. 


Contact info. for Matty Serida 

Email - york@sprint.ca 

Time: 1 pm till 3:30 pm 

Website - www.peaceofsoul.com 

Place: Bloor St. United Church; room 31, 
3rd floor. 

Admission: There is a $5.00 admission 
fee to cover room rental cost 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Kipling/401 Housekeeper/light office, 2 kids, drivers lic. flex hrs. bach. 
apt incl, must be able to enter US 416-240-8566. 


UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 
Buying something? 
Selling something? 
Massaging something? 
UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 


Starting in our next issue, the Underground will 
be running classified ads as a service to UTSC 
students, for the low low price of nothing*. That’s 
right, nothing*. Please submit your classifieds to 


ug_classys@hotmail.com. Please, be reasonable. 


We can only print messages that are short, sweet, and 


interesting. 


*The Underground reserves the right to refuse to print a 
classified ad for whatever reason we want. 


Next Issue of the Underground: Coming January 14th 


The Underground Online... it’s almost better ft 
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Sony CD Walkman powered by 
Abraclta pilus 


YOUR 


MUSIC LIBRARY 


"GOr 


Yes, you CAN take your music library wherever you go and it won't weigh you 
down. With Sony's new ATRACSplus CD Walkman player, you can carry 490 songs 
on 1 CD. This new compression format lets you store more songs with better 
quality to brighten up your marathon commute or a long, long walk in the park. 


Carrying around your CD collection can be a drag -- literally. With SonicStage 
software, you can easily burn 490 songs, at 48kbps, onto a CD. And, those 
aren't 2 minute Songs, those are 4-minute songs. Compressed in ATRACSplus 
format, you can take your music library anywhere you go. 


— ee oe 


A lot of music compression lets you store more music but it all sounds bad. 
Sony's ATRAC3plus compression actually bumps up the quality of MP3 songs 
and lets you equalize them so you don’t get varying volume levels that can 
pierce your eardrums. 


SonicStage Simple Burner™ software comes with every ATRACSplus CD 
Walkman player. It converts your MP3 downloads easily and quickly on your PC 
— you won't need to learn a whole new technology to do it. Plus, you can leave 
your CD open ended so you can add songs later. 


Your Sony ATRAC3plus CD Walkman player is even friendly with the MP3 CDs 
you burned to play on your PC. So, you can play ATRAC3plus or MP3 encoded 
CDs and, with some players, the radio as well! 


STARTING FROM 2 


ONLY 
2841999"! 


All ATRACSplus CD Walkman players have ID3 tagging that lets you 
see which folders and songs you are playing on the LCD display. Most 
even have a jog dial that makes scrolling through titles even easier. 


ot *e 


THE ULTIMATE 


ae 
Available at an authorized Sony dealer, Visit 
www.sonystyle.ca/cdwalkman for more details. 
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Volume 23, Issue 10 


Too cool for you since 1980 


Needs You! 


SCSP (Scarborough Campus 
Student Press) is currently 
looking for a new Chief Returning 
Officer (CRO), to help implement 
upcoming elections. Resumes are 
currently being accepted. 


phone: 416.287.7054 
email: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


Wednesday, January 14, 2004 


SAC/SCSU Referendum 


Vote Approaching 


The voting period for the SAC/SCSU ref- 
erendum is rapidly approaching. The fefer- 
endum strikes a new chord here at UTSC. 
With the referendum, students are not voting 
for, say, a new school president next year, but 
rather the referendum provides students with 
the opportunity to alter the way student rep- 
resentation is handled on campus. This is a 
vote, which in a nutshell, determines the fate 
of the SAC’s voice in regards to the majority 
of student affairs at UTSC. 7 


cantents 


Open arms/ closed 


doors? 


It was while | was sitting in a café with a hand- 
ful of friends in December that the question first 
Started to form itself in my mind. This weekly 
meeting of sorts started as a spontaneous form of 
stress-rélief for a couple of female UTSC students. 
The meeting quickly increased in attendance, and 
developed into a weekly ritual of lending ears and 
shoulders, and of sharing thoughts and ideas. 
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Submission Policy 


At The Underground we love unsolicited material, 
especially letters and opinion pieces. Should such 
material be typed or printed and delivered to The 
Underground’s snazzy portable by or before noon 
on the Friday prior to the desired publication date, 
we will more than likely print it. We kindly ask that 
submissions be of 800 words or less and that they 
include the writer's name and student number. 


Submissions become the property of The Under- 
ground and may or may not be published at the whim 
of The Editorial Board. The Board reserves the right to 
poke fun at submissions, post them on the wall in The 
Underground's snazzy portable (for the enjoyment 
of our staff and guests) or alter them in print in any 
way provided it is so acknowledged. By submission, 
authors implicitly bow down to the total editorial control 
of The Editorial Board and freely consent to the addi- 
tion witty comments and criticisms (especially in the 
case of libelous or malicious submissions) courtesy 
of the snarky editors. 


For a more official-sounding Letters and Opinions 
Policy contact undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


Photo Gallery: Staff Picks '03 p. 12 


The Underground 
is published by the 
Scarborough Campus 
Student Press, a non- 
profit corporation. It 
is funded by way of a 
direct levy to students 
of the University of 
Toronto Scarborough 
Campus, and through 
local and national 
advertising. The 
Underground is a 
member of Canadian 


University Press 
(CUP). 
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Opinions 


Scarberian Sisters 


Ever since we at The Underground released our sex issue last 
October, we've received a lot of flack from many people over the cover 
of the issue. This has led to the misunderstanding by a few that this 
paper has some sort of misogynist agenda. This couldn’t be farther 
from the truth. 

It's not that | don’t understand why this happened. In my opinion, 
UTSC doesn’t seem to present a very pro-female environment. The 
Women’s Studies bulletin board in the H-Wing is tucked out of sight in 
the darkened corner next to the cash machine and only features events 
that take place downtown. I’ve also spoken to female athletes who have 
expressed an outrage over what they feel is UTSC’s predominant focus 
on male sports. 

But perhaps things are beginning to change. Women In Business 
(WIB) is a UTSC student association that tries to create a network of 
female students looking to get into the business world. They've put 
together a refreshingly informative website, with event listings and easy 
to access links to each executive members contact info. 

Also in a response to our sex issue, the Women’s Centre is plan- 
ning to release their own paper entitled The Aboveground. Most people 
who've approached me assume that this would make me angry but in 
fact it’s the exact opposite. My main complaint about the students at 
UTSC has always been the apathetic attitude that is displayed every- 
day by all sorts of people. No one seems to care about the state of 
the institution that they attend. The Women’s Centre’s parody of The 
Underground shows a distinct move against apathy, and that’s really all 
| ask for. Some students protested against what they saw as a sexist 
image on the cover by stealing issues and by resorting to vandalism. 
On the other hand, the Women’s Centre has set a positive example 
for everyone on how to constructively express yourself in a University 
environment. 

In this edition of The Underground we attempt to explore women’s 
issues from different aspects of life whether it is here at UTSC or beyond 
the valley. You'll read about things like the modern perception of women 
in sports and our very own sex issue cover model breaks her silence. 

| don’t claim to have all the answers. | don’t know what it would take 
to make UTSC completely female-friendly. | do believe, however, that 
there's been a communication breakdown somewhere along the way. | 
found it very hard to locate information on current women’s activities at 
UTSC. Perhaps this stems from students not taking women’s concerns 
seriously, or perhaps it’s a simple lack of publicity. | do know that it’s 
time for change, and thankfully change seems to be coming. 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 
metalresidue@hotmail.com 


Men weren't really the enemy - they | 
were fellow victims suffering from 

an outmoded masculine mystique 
that made them feel unnecessarily 
inadequate when there were no bears 
to kill. 
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Tied and Bound — the 
State of Women in 
UTSC? 


Bondage Cover Girl 


When the sex issue came out with me on the cover — lying sideways, blindfolded 
and tied with red bondage tape — it wasn’t surprising that The Underground received 
negative letters and was also accused of misogynistic practices. 

Months ago, | declined in writing a response to the “hate” mail because the cover 
and the corresponding article that | wrote gave an insight to a lifestyle that I've chosen 
— one that | didn’t feel the need to defend or explain. 

Also, the article that complemented the cover provided information about the 
sub-culture of BDSM which | hoped others would, at the very least, find informative. 
| wasn’t advocating that particular lifestyle to everyone and flagging those that could 
not accept it as prudes; simply put, it’s a choice in lifestyle that | wanted others to learn 
more about and also, to respect. 

The Underground in running that cover and article, aimed to give an outlet for 
understanding such alternative lifestyle; and | don’t find anything behind such reason- 
ing to be misogynistic. 

One doesn’t necessarily “have” to understand or be comfortable with that par- 
ticular cover, but it would be helpful to consider the fact that to many others, such an 
image isn't shocking or negatively-charged. 

On a more personal note, as a response to SR who wrote: “We are, after all, ina 
place of higher learning, and as far as | Know we have yet to receive an endowment 
from Mr. Hefner at the Playboy Mansion...or am | mistaken? Do you not realize that 
women go here too? It is not “okay” to put a half naked “bondaged” girl on the cover 
of a newspaper at MY university!” (The Underground, October 10, 2003). 

I’m also a woman that attend this University, and | have the same right as much as 
anybody else. Are you implying that certain values count for more than others? 


mailto: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 
subject: letters 
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“Women don’t... 
women can’t”. 


A.P. Morehouse 


Within the cocoon of UTSC, anything is possible. Beyond the campus, the exis- 
tence of true equality between the sexes becomes more questionable. The majority 
of female students here may have, thus far, escaped the limitations imposed by 
gender based presumptions of inability. Many may have no reason to reflect on the 
decades of work that have brought women this far. In reality, the women’s rights 
movement goes back centuries. It is plausible to begin with Mary Wollstonecraft 
and her published works in the 18" Century that argued for the education of daugh- 
ters and the rights of women. The early feminists were also abolitionists, working to 
end slavery. More than a century later, the suffrage movement attained a victory in 
1918 that gave women over thirty the right to vote in Britain. On paper, women were 
making progress towards equality. 

The second wave in the fight for women’s rights gained strength in the 1960s. 
Feminists like Betty Friedan and Gloria Steinem used their writing and organiza- 
tional skills to bring women’s issues to the consciousness of society. The 20" 
Century feminists worked for racial equality as well as women’s rights. The word 
‘feminist’ should not have a negative connotation and yet young women often flinch 
at the term, should it be applied to them. Feminism does not equal hatred of men 
nor require the burning of one’s undergarments in protest. It does not demand a 
sacrifice by men in order to better the station of women. Its fundamental aim has 
always been equality. All human beings, regardless of race or gender, have the 
inherent right to be treated with justice and exist as equals. 

With their degrees in hand, the next generation of educated women moves forth 
to embrace the future. They possess the same traits ascribed to their predecessors: 
intelligence, imagination and determination. While their successes are attributable 
to their individual efforts and capabilities, the diversity of their choices owes a nod to 
a long history of women paving the way before them. 
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Weekly Haiku 
by Andrew C. Epstein 


This is hard to write 
Why did Sachin have to leave? 
Gonna smoke instead 


Paid for by the Organization fo) MOLey aCer-1Hal-1e| 
Citizens for the Promotion of Evil 


The Underground Comments 


comments 


Ranting about Parking 


Sachin Hingoo 
Advertising Manager 


Hi friends, and Happy New Year. 

A quick update. Britney is now a divorcee. Mike 
Bullard has somehow become even easier to hate 
after his “witty” barbs against Jon Stewart, one of 
the most savvy political commentators since Matt 
Groening. Margaret Atwood turned into some kind 
of half-author, half-reptile, claiming responsibility for 
the eating of thirteen souls at her last book singing for 
Oryx and Crake. Queer Eye's out while Paris, Nicole, 
and Jessica are in. Paul Martin is a gargoyle. 

But this article isn’t about pop culture, not in any 
direct (or indirect) way at least. It’s about parking. 

Like many of the students at this “commuter 


campus”, | commute to campus. Because of the sheer _ ning and that parking in the loop is a ludicrous $7.50 per 
distance from my home to school (2 hours or more on hour! Parking in the Outer Lot is ten bucks, but requires 
the bus/subway/RT) and the fact that | own a car, | a credit card for access. Where this logic came from, | 
choose to drive to school. But with my schedule, it is don’t know. All| can discern is that there is nowhere on 
simply not worth it for me to buy a parking pass. This ~campus to park for a reasonable rate anymore. And with 
never used to be a problem, back when you could park the Parking Nazi hovering like a vulture, don’t even think 
for a mere $5 in the inner lot and about $1.50 an hour in about hiding out in the other lots. 
the loop at the front of the school. Alternatives to buying If nothing else, the school should not be charging 
a parking pass were quite plentiful. the insane rate that it does for parking in the loop. At 
But all that has changed. Upon arriving to UTSC the __ this point, it is more cost-effective for me to risk getting a 
other day for class, | found that there is no longer any $20 ticket than to pay to park for three hours. Someone 
parking available in the inner lot until later in the eve- Oughta make a law. 
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Consider a Career in 
Medical Radiation Sciences 


Medical Radiation Technologists specialize in both ‘Hi-Tech’ and 
‘Hi-Touch’ Part of a dynamic team of health professionals, they 
work closely with patients and use advanced technology, to aid 
in the diagnosis and treatment of disease and injury. Career 
Opportunities are excellent, as there is a shortage of Medical 
Radiation Technologists in Ontario and around the world. 


Earn a degree from the University of Toronto and a diploma from 
The Michener Institute for Applied Health Sciences, and get 
hands on experience at centres across Ontario. Log on to 
www.utoronto.ca/radiationsciences or come to our Medical 
Radiation Sciences Open House to learn more. 


Medical Radiation Science Open House 
Monday, January 19, 2004 

5:00 — 7:00 pm 

The Michener Institute 

222 St. Patrick Street 

(416)596-3177 


oe www.michener.ca/radsci 
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Wednesday, January 14, 2004 


SAC/SCSU Referendum Vote Approaching 


Trying to make sense of it all 


Christian Lucier, News/Life Editor 
Sarah Milanes, Copy Editor 


The voting period for the SAC/SCSU referendum 
is rapidly approaching. The referendum strikes a new 
chord here at UTSC. With the referendum, students are 
not voting for, say, a new school president next year, 
but rather the referendum provides students with the 
opportunity to alter the way student representation is 
handled on campus. This is a vote, which in a nutshell, 
determines the fate of the SAC’s voice in regards to the 
majority of student affairs at UTSC. 

The referendum is being held in order to re-align the 
SAC and SCSU student services and representation. 
The question being posed to students is the elimination 
of the SAC-UTSC fee (for full time students) and the 
APUS-UTSC fee (for part-time students) with a cor- 
responding increase in the SCSU fee starting in Fall 
2004. 


What this proposed change means is that all student 
fees will go directly to the SCSU and be charged for all 
3 academic sessions rather than the current charge of 
just the Fall and Winter Sessions. All benefits gained 
from the student fees will still remain (i.e. health and 
dental insurance plans), the only difference is that 
through the elimination of the SAC and APUS society 
fees, an increase in the amount allocated to the SCSU 
society fee is now possible and the SCSU will be sole 
representative of the UTSC student body (regardless if 
they're full-time or part-time students). In addition, the 
services, currently based downtown, would be moved to 
UTSC in the new UTSC Student Centre . 

Currently, there are “Yes” and “No” committees for the 
referendum that have already begun campaigning. For 
more information about the “Yes” and “No” Committees, 


contact “Yes” Committee Chair Scott Tremblay at 
scott.tremblay@utoronto.ca or voteyes@myutsc.ca 
and the “No” Committee Chair Waseem Sakka at 
justsayno@canada.com. Information from a neutral 
person can also be gained by contacting Adam Watson, 
Referendum Convener, at a.watson@utoronto.ca 

Upcoming town hall forums will also be held in order 
for the “Yes” and “No” Committees to debate questions 
that will be posed to them by the Referendum Convener 
and anyone from the student body. The town hall 
forums will be held in the Meeting Place on Jan. 14 and 
Jan. 15 at 12pm and 2pm. 

The voting period for the referendum is on Jan. 20 
and Jan. 22. To vote, simply head to the Meeting Place 
any time between 9am and 7pm. 


THE DAILY BREAD FOOD BANK 
NEEDS VOLUNTEERS. 


We are a non-profit organization conducting our annual survey of issues affecting 
food bank recipients. Volunteers will be asked to spend between 2 and 3 hours 
conducting questionnaires. The surveys will be administered at food banks 
across the GTA from MID FEBRUARY until the BEGINNING of APRIL. You 
must be at least 19 years old and have adequate English skills. Other languages 
are also required: Spanish, Russian, Arabic etc... TRAINING IS PROVIDED. If 
you are interested in helping with the SURVEY please call “Daily Bread’ at 
416-203-0050, ext. 288. AND OTHER volunteer opportunities currently exist as 
well. To find out more about GENERAL opportunities please call ‘Daily Bread’ 
at 416-203-0050, ext. 277. The Daily Bread Food Bank thanks you for your 


participation.” 


Jean-Philippe Thompson 


Survey Coordinator 


Daily Bread Food Bank 
191 New Toronto St. 
Toronto, ON 

M8V 2E7 


416-203-0050 ext. 288 
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The Underground 


News 


Recently around campus, there has been a buzz 
circulating that recycling is not being handled accord- 
ingly, to the extent that some rumors indicate that recy- 
clable items are simply being thrown out in the trash. 
However, as is expected, most rumors end up being 
false in nature, just like these rumors directed towards 
the recycling efforts at UTSC. 

Rest assured, the appropriate personnel at UTSC 
are handling recycling to the best of their ability. It is 
highly probable that misinformed eyewitnesses, who 
have seen the maintenance employees, throw out 
contaminated recycling bags in the trash bins, created 
these rumors. This is a regular procedure at UTSC, 
due to the fact that contaminated recycling bags cause 
a high risk of corrupting the relationship between the 
recycler and the recycling center. Recycling is much 
like strikes in a baseball game in this scenario -send 
three contaminated recycling bags to a recycling center, 
and you are out. Contaminated bags run a high risk 
of damaging recycling machinery. A trust factor exists 
between the recycler and the recycling center and it 
must be constantly upheld. 

Some students may feel that throwing out contami- 
nated recycling bags is simply unjustifiable, and that 
these contaminated bags should be sorted in order to 
uphold the principles of recycling. However, this task 
is easier said then done. A maintenance employee will 
try to salvage any contaminated recycling bag that he 
or she can, but most are beyond rescue. There are 
also dangers involved in sorting these bags. To use 
an example, there could be needles or other harm- 
ful paraphernalia in the contaminated recycling bags. 
Therefore, in most cases, it is best for all parties that the 
contaminated recycling bag is thrown in the trash bin. 


Christian Lucier 
News/Life Editor 


There is really only one culprit to the mystery of 
the contaminated recycling bags, and that is us, the 
students. According to maintenance employees at 
UTSC, the most contaminated recycling areas are not 
the numerous offices, but the “blue boxes” located in 
the main hallways and areas on campus. It might be 
a mixture of two elements as to why students choose 
not to take recycling more seriously. Disregard and lack 
of education are the most obvious reasons. Students 
either treat all the various sections of the recycling sta- 
tions as one giant garbage can or simply do not under- 
stand the labels. However, one thing students need to 
become aware of is that by not reCyclin Gauidegyateesiitentea 
increase in the amount of money it costs aay 
to dispose of its waste. Believe it or not, Gay 
the trash is not free. 

On average, UTSC delivers two full bing 
to the dump a day. This roughly costs abo gag 
dollars. The contaminated recycling bags i 
quently take up space in the garbage bin (ij 
could normally be used for regular garbag@  _. 
which over time increases the amour ~ 
of garbage UTSC dumps, and furthed 
more increases the amount of money thf 
campus has to spend on disposing wastd 
Surprisingly, recycling cardboard, pape@ 
and cans is free. Paper and cardboard 
are sent to Alternative Recycling Services 
Ltd., while cans are sent to the Turtle 
Island Recycling Company. 

The only solution to this problem 
is increased student awareness _ into 
the issues of recycling at UTSC. Mike 
Richard, Facilities Manager, has already 


Recycling Rumors 
Plague UTSC... 


spoken with Adam Watson, a member of the University 
of Toronto’s Governing Council, and will be contacting 
Green Wizards, the student residence environmental 
group. It appears as though a new recycling program 
is on the horizons. Richard states, “I would also like 


to develop a new public relations program to make the 
campus community aware of the new initiatives.” 

On a side note, the maintenance crew recently ran 
out of clear recycling bags, and had to resort to using 
regular garbage bags for recycling until their shipment 
arrived. This might also be one of the reasons why the 
rumors spawned. A recycling bin filled with black gar- 
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Wednesday, January 14, 2004 


A look at things to come 


15 movies coming in 2004 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


Now that we have put 2003 behind us, so do we 
leave behind a year of movies. It was a big year for 
comic books with movies like Hulk, X2 and Dare Devil 
exploiting the money of young nerds everywhere. It was 
a year of fine drama with movies like Lost in Translation 
and Veronica Guerin giving some of our favorite actors 
chances to shine. It was a year of historical epics like 
Master and Commander and The Last Samurai. \t was 
the year Johnny Depp lost his eyes but was still the 
coolest man alive and Keanu Reeves lost his eyes and 
was still Ted Theodore Logan. It was the year Freddy 
finally got to fight Jason, Vampires finally got to fight 
Werewolves, and Jack Nicholson finally got to see 
Diane Keaton naked for some reason. 

But that’s all over now. We can't live in the past no 
matter how entertaining the prospect might be. And | 
won't let you live in the past, clinging to it like a life raft 
that’s keeping you afloat in the grim spectacle of a future 
crawling with U.S. imperialism and various Paris Hilton 
reality shows. We must look forward, to the future! A 
future that looks... strangely similar to the past. 

And with that, here’s a brief look at 15 movies 
coming out in 2004. Some we can look forward to, 
some we can ponder, and other’s we can only cringe in 
fear at their inevitable approach. Enjoy (warning: article 
may contain trailer spoilers and shuriken). 


Spiderman 2 

One of the most successful comic book movies of 
recent memory is getting its sequel. This summer, 
Toby Maquire will return to face an impressive looking 
Alfred Molina as Doctor Octopus. With the success of 
the X-Men sequel, hopes are high that Spiderman will 
be equally enjoyable. 


Troy 

You may have already seen the trailer for this, where 
the thousand ships of the Greeks are headed towards 
Troy. All that can be said at this point is that this movie 
will be done on a fairly grand scale. Whether or not 
Brad Pitt will make a good Achilles or the movie will 
maintain any of the grace of the original myth is yet to 
be seen. 


Triplets of Belleville 

A difficult movie to describe without the help of a 
trailer, this French animated film has a refreshing style; 
taking the look of the old 1930s cartoon art and modern- 


izing it into a bizarre but smooth product. 


Van Helsing 

The character Anthony Hopkins played in Bram 
Stoker's Dracula is getting his own movie, only this time 
he’s being played by Hugh Jackman... and he seem to 
fight with some kind of big shuriken. At least he looks 
cool in the movie poster. 


Childstar 

Canadian director Don McKellar is a fairly well 
known talent who has a gift for dark humour and sen- 
sible movie making. The follow-up to his memorable 
end-of-the-world flick Last Night comes out this year 
and is a black comedy about a child-star run amuck in 
Toronto. | trust the man will not disappoint. 


Alien vs. Predator 

The monster grudge-match continues in this long 
awaited clash of titans. Unfortunately, while these 
two movie nightmares have already been successfully 
matched in comic books and videogames, early reports 
on make it sound like a mindless fisticuff flick that proba- 
bly won't do justice to either side. Rumours of shuriken 
also present in this movie 


Punisher 

Another Marvel comic gone movie, Punisher is 
the infamous story of Frank Castle, the man who lost 
his family to a mafia hit and spent the rest of his life 
hunting down criminals with heavy automatic weap- 
ons. Unfortunately, for some reason the movie is set 
in sunny Florida instead of The Punisher’s normal dark 
NYC atmosphere. No mention of Microchip either. 


Alexander 

Another historical action flick in the same vein as 
Gladiator. Collin Farrell has been cast as Alexander 
The Great in a film that promises epic battle scenes ala 
Lord of the Rings. Perhaps Farrell and Pitt will duke it 
out and finally resolve the burning question of who is 
tougher, Alexander The Great or Achilles. 


Eternal Sunshine on the Spotless Mind 

Jim Carrey’s new film promises to be an interest- 
ing one. Coming from the tripped up mind of Charlie 
Kaufman, Eternal Sunshine circles around memory era- 
sure and truly inexplicably bizarre events. It’s like Total 


Recall only it has Jim Carrey instead of Arnold and it’s 
completely different. 


Catwoman 

Yet another comic movie starring Halle Berry as 
the feline heroine of Batman fame. Only as far as we 
can tell she is nothing like the actual character and the 
movie has nothing to do with Batman. Her outfit looks 
stupid and she isn’t Michelle Pfeiffer or Julie Newmar so 
it's probably going to suck. 


Kill Bill Vol.2 

The movie that claimed cliffhanger of the year will 
conclude this February when Uma Thurman continues 
her bloody swath of samurai revenge. Expect more off 
the wall (literal) kung fu and perhaps a cameo by an 
acquaintance of Tarantino. 


Sky Captain and the World of Tomorrow 

Watching the trailer for this movie shows off a lot of 
good looking qualities. A strong cast, retro setting, lots 
of action and a sleek style all jump off the screen. Any 
movie that takes the science fiction of another decade 
and modernizes it is on to something good. 


Garfield 

Yes. It's true. There’s a Garfield movie. It’s live 
action. He’s computer generated. The trailer has him 
dancing around the house like Tom Cruise in Risky 
Business. Odie looks nothing like Odie. That's all | 
know. 


Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban (bless 
you) 

That Harry Potter kid just keeps getting older and 
they just keep making more movies. The trailer looks 
good, the past movies didn’t disappoint. If the series 
just keeps getting better then so should the movies. 
Having little kids sing Shakespeare in a trailer is always 
a nice touch. 


Hellboy 

Seeing the trailer for this movie made me wish | had 
actually read the comic. Not much | can tell you other 
than he’s a giant, red half demon working for the gov- 
ernment to help fight nazis. Just try and download the 
trailer. It will speak volumes. 


The Underground . 


Arts 


Arts Management students 
release a new journal 


Emerging provides a young voice fo the arts industry 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


Back in December, prior to the end of the first 
semester, the Arts Management Co-op Programme held 
a little get together in the ARC to kick off the release of a 
new book. The Underground was there to take pictures 
and steal free pastries and, amongst the rousing round 
of congratulatory speeches, nabbed a copy of their fin- 
ished product: Emerging: Passionate Viewpoints. 

Emerging is a collection of works by current stu- 
dents and recent graduates of the Arts Management 
program addressing their interests and concerns within 
the arts industry. Their contributions range from opin- 
ionated arguments concerning the importance of the 
arts in Toronto communities to accounts of their experi- 
ences entering the industry to advise about fundraising. 


The articles are all very well written and raise countless 
interesting points regarding their varied topics. The 
subject matter is, of course, mainly intended for their 
peers in the art and culture industry. But those who are 
interested in local culture will also find what the con- 
tributors have to say highly interesting. 

Although Emerging itself is a school project meant 
to show the organizational and executive skills of the 
students who put it together, it is more than just a collec- 
tion of essays. To current Arts Management students, 
the essays of those who are entering the real world pro- 
vides advice, new perspectives for consideration and an 
example of what can be accomplished. 

It was clear from the speeches and applause that 


Sympathy for the People 


A group of UTSC students discuss the reality of Cystic Fibrosis 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 


Beyond Sympathy is a live theatrical performance 
project that tackles the issues behind Cystic Fibrosis 
(CF). It was put together by UTSC students in conjunc- 
tion with the Shinerama fundraiser. The main goal of the 
show seems to be education, as most people probably 
couldn't tell you what CF is, and to be honest | wasn't 
even that sure. This goal is admirable, as the show has 
mostly been touring high schools in the Toronto area. 
Just before the break, Beyond Sympathy made its 
UTSC debut. 

The show revolves around various monologues, 
scenes, and vignettes telling different stories from dif- 
ferent angles. One involves a young girl turned into a 
spokesman for CF; another involves a man after a suc- 
cessful double-lung transplant. One extremely interest- 
ing scene involved a mock trial of the disease itself. 

The challenge in presenting a show like this is 
making the audience feel an emotional connection with 
various characters and people that they meet for only 
a few moments. In this respect the show is a triumph. 
Wearing only their street clothes, the cast (Candace 


Harnden, Mark Toszegi, Tim Watermeyer, and Krista 
Watson) was up to the task. Through their tone of voice 
and body language, the audience was capable of distin- 
guishing each character and identifying with them. This 
is no heavy-handed “give us your charitable donations 
or else” speech, but a comprehensive examination of a 
disease. Not just an examination of those infected by it, 


the launch of this book represents more than just the 
completion of another senior year work project. Being 
part of a new developing field in academia, students of 
the Arts Management program represent a new wave 
of minds entering the world of art and culture, finding 
out where their futures lie and what kind of place there 
is for them in an industry that is still very new territory. 
Having something that will help them relate to others 
with similar interests and also opening communication 
about some of the poignant topics important to them is, 
understandably, a big deal. 

You can find out more about the Arts 
Management program through their website: http: 
//citd.scar.utoronto.ca/artsmgt/ 


but also those affected by it. Parents, children, spouses, 
siblings, friends, and the uninformed are touched on. 

The only real negative that can be found is a speech 
that is delivered at the start of the performance. Almost 
like a disclaimer, it is meant to put things in perspective 
for the audience, but it takes us out of the show before 
it even begins. It seems like the cast was afraid that if 
left on its own, the show would go over the audience’s 
head. This is perhaps symptomatic of performing at 
high schools where the attention span can often be nil. 
But the show speaks for itself. It is not dumbed-down 
nor it is condescending. It is the result of hard work and 
the hard reality of CF. Much more effective than the 
World Vision commercials, and entertaining to boot. 

But the real success of the show lies within the 
individual performances of the actors themselves. 
To understand the nature of one character is difficult 
enough, but this cast has become many, each one rep- 
resenting real people with real problems. The bottom 
line is that Beyond Sympathy is anything but your ordi- 
nary school special. 
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The following is a paid advertisement by the No to SCSU-SAC Committee 


An open letter to all UTSC Students 


On January 21st and 22nd, you will be asked 

to approve of the plan to end SAC (Students’ 
Administrative Council) representation at UTSC 
for Scarborough students. In a move that is without 
precedent at any University of Toronto campus or 


college, you are being asked to hand over all duties and 
responsibilities that go along with representing you to a 


local Student Body, the Scarborough Campus Student 
Union (SCSU). 

The following University of Toronto Colleges are 
currently being represented by SAC on an inter- 
College level: 

Scarborough College 

Erindale College 

New College 

St Michael’s College 

Trinity College 

University College 

Victoria College 

Woodsworth College 


The question is -- why should Scarborough unilaterally 


move away from a unifying factor across all colleges? 
For local issues, such as Parking, Library services, 
cafeteria food and the like, the SCSU is perfectly 
capable and suited to tackle such issues. However, 
there are issues and factors that affect the University 
community as a Whole, and needs an organization 
that can handle the issues at hand, uniformly and 
efficiently. There needs to be a unifying voice present 
across all campuses to represent all University of 
Toronto students. 

Keep in mind, you’re not just a Scarborough College 
student -- you’re a University of Toronto student. 
And your academic, social and living needs should be 
addressed with that in mind. There is a need for inter- 
college representation and initiatives, and a unified 
and inter-college body is more capable than a series 
of fractured organizations. We should not alienate 
ourselves from our fellow University of Toronto 
student peers. 

Aside from the increase in tuition fees for those 
attending the Summer semester, the proposed merger 
would be costly in other ways as well. 


Competitive supplies of services always have benefits to the 
end user -- they provide means for keeping organizations 
honest and functional. The availability of more than one 
group vying to represent you has the benefit of providing an 
internal and external system of checks and balances. 

With the upcoming opening of the Student Centre, the SCSU 
already has a lot on its hands. The majority of the focus of 
the SCSU has been on this project and other facets of Student 
Life have been hampered as a result -- just think to yourself 
how many SCSU events there have been so far this year. 
(Answer: One) With the monumental Student Centre opening, 
along with the opening of a new restaurant completely 

under SCSU management, isn’t it too soon and too critical 

of a time to be handing over all of the representative duties 

to an organization that has not demonstrated an ability to 
multitask? 

Even if the proposed merger is somehow beneficial to UTSC 
students, now is not the time for it to happen. Not with so 
much already at stake. The proposed merger can happen at 
any time, there is no need for it to have to happen NOW. The 
merger is a one way Street, and once it goes through, there is 
no undo button to take back all the changes that happen once 
the effect of the unforeseen results of such an ouster begin to 
be seen. 

SAC is an important and valuable partner in the task of 
representing the needs of UTSC students. It has displayed 
leadership in initiatives such as getting the popular Metropass 
discount for students using TTC services. Furthermore, 
cutting ties with SAC may have far reaching affects such as 
limiting or eliminating UTSC students’ use of various facilities 
like Hart House or Athletics Centre downtown. How would 
you like the idea of Pay per Use facilities that were once free in 
YOUR OWN UNIVERSITY? And let’s not forget the 3 cents 
a page photocopying! 

Now, no one is saying that the system as present is perfect, and 
if you want change but do not want to deal with the unknown 
future implications of ousting SAC from UTSC, then we 
encourage you to get involved and voice your opinions on 
these matters to the SCSU and SAC directors. 

So, when voting begins on January 21st, don’t forget that 
you’re not just a Scarborough student, you’re a University of 
Toronto student; shouldn’t your representation reflect that 
reality? 
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Open arms/ closed doors? 


Michelle Righetti 
Associate Editor 


It was while | was sitting in a café with a handful 
of friends in December that the question first started to 
form itself in my mind. This weekly meeting of sorts 
started as a spontaneous form of stress-relief for a 
couple of female UTSC students. The meeting quickly 
increased in attendance, and developed into a weekly 
ritual of lending ears and shoulders, and of sharing 
thoughts and ideas. It was on a particularly chilly day in 
December that we were gathered here, warming up with 
hot liquids and friendly smiles. | found myself seeking 
advice and new perspectives, on this particular occa- 
sion. This search was inspired by a general tendency 
for assumptions to lead to misinterpretations. 

Spending most of my life in various form of what 
one might call the public eye (as a writer, a singer, an 
actor, etc.) has made me fairly resilient towards the 
unflattering opinions of others. In fact, | welcome and 
thrive from the criticism that is offered to me, no matter 
how unexpected at the time. (This might sound a little 
masochistic, but consider that it is through knowing my 
audience’s opinions and reactions that | learn how my 
work is interpreted, and how successfully the ideas are 
communicated.) What | have developed a particular 
taste for, however, is discovering the reactions and 
opinions that people have towards my work (and. the 
work of those around me) when they in fact have never 
experienced the work itself. This is to say that these 
would-be-audiences have not read the article, or seen 
the performance, or heard the song. They merely saw 
the program that had been handed out at the door, or 
glanced at a photograph on the cover, and decided that 
they already knew what the message behind it was 
going to be. Perhaps it is that we, as a society, have 
become expertly accurate in judging books by their 
covers (after all, all the material that is learned from 
textbooks for class is absorbed due to the osmosis of 
information that seeps through the cover...isn’t it?) 

A particular observation of that nature was com- 
municated to me by a fellow student. The observation 
was regarding UTSC’s primary female support network: 
The UTSC Women’s Centre. The impression that this 
woman obtained was that, upon attempting to commu- 
nicate with the centre about personal issues she was 
having trouble with, she was brushed aside by the very 
busy “Will be back at ...o’clock” sign that was hang- 
ing on the closed door before her. She furthered her 
opinion by telling me that even if someone had been 
there, she didn’t feel as if she was welcome to stop by 
because she felt as if she would be “inconveniencing 
the volunteers with her problems- after all, they usually 
seemed busy eating and reading, and is she to interrupt 
such vital activities with her little problems?” 

| have to say that this idea shocked me. Firstly, | felt 
defensive on behalf of the Women’s Centre (although | 
had never actually been in there to talk to anyone and 
didn’t quite know what they do...) partially because | 
feel that it is vital to have support networks dedicated 
to improving the many facets of life on campus, but also 
because their effectiveness was being measured by 
experiences that were all external: No direct contact had 
been made with any of these volunteers. Additionally, 
though, | felt curious as to what my opinion would-be 
if | were better educated on the matter. | realized at 
that particular moment that | truly knew very little about 


the unique function of the Women’s Centre, and | was 
determined to find out more. 

| started my research by attempting to stop by the 
Women’s Centre and talk to someone. | thought maybe 
a small interview about all of their activities might be 
helpful, and at the same time | could see what the 
attitude was like from the inside. On attempt number 
one though, | didn’t get very far. Once | walked past 
the doors into the B-wing hallway, | quickly saw, to 
my disappointment, what the “Will be back at...” sign 
looked like. The lights were off, the door was locked, 
and the interview was incomplete. | decided to try 
again, but this time my approach would be reconsid- 
ered. At this point that some research would be helpful 
before talking to any representatives. This would help 
me gather ideas about what sort of questions | still 
had for the centre, as well as informing me as to the 
center’s exact function. | approached the Internet as 
my initial source of information. | started at UTSC’s 
home page (www.utsc.utoronto.ca) and had some 
trouble locating the centre’s website. | searched the 
“UTSC” site for “Women’s Centre”, and came up with 
http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~scwc/AboutUs.htm. | 
started my journey with the centre’s website by look- 
ing at their “Links” section. A fabulous list of resources 
ranging from the Women’s Studies Program to the 
LGBTQ Resources and Programs Site, to Equity Issues 
Advisory group. | was impressed greatly by the range 
of important resources and also by the general layout 
of the page. 

Following that positive experience with the centre’s 
page, | returned to their “About Us” page. Their Goal 
is stated as being to “improve the condition and status 
of women at the University of Toronto.” It is also listed 
that the centre is committed to raising awareness about 
many issues concerning cultural awareness and anti- 
racism, sexism, women’s health, etc. This is followed by 
a list of questions asking the reader whether or not they 
have come to the right place. I.e. “do you need to talk 
to someone with a sympathetic ear?” Subsequently, the 
use of the centre’s “microwave, coffee, tea and free con- 
doms are free to all students. | found this to be intrigu- 
ing. |am surprised that | wasn’t informed about their ser- 
vices before. | keep browsing. | am curious as to what 
events the centre actually plans, since they advertise 
having “events”. | look at the Calendar (or “Calender”, 
as it is spelled on the page) and find listed the dates 
(Monday Jan 12-Sunday Jan 18, apparently) when the 
Women’s Centre would be present at the Meeting Place 
for club’s week. Directly below the calendar, a special 
note caught my eye. A\little asterisk was placed next to 
the title “Aboveground”, with a description of an upcom- 
ing publication that is a “collaboration of women’s work” 
starting with an issue about sexual education. | found it 
profoundly interesting that the name bore such a direct 
resemblance to our own name, The Underground, and 
that the first issue was about a topic that has gathered so 
much controversy around our own publication recently. 
| continued my search. Under the “Home Page” head- 
ing, | discovered the apparent history behind this. The 
Women’s Centre publishes their minutes (records of the 
attendance, contents and outcome of each meeting) 
online. The “October Minutes” revealed that as well 
as cleaning the office and trapping rogue mice with 


mousetraps from Canadian Tire (Animal Rights activ- 
ists? It appears not.), a screening of the film “Bend it 
Like Beckham’, 16 days of activism against violence, 
a sexism workshop and the Aboveground were among 
the centre’s list of events. According to the minutes, 
the Aboveground is a newspaper; a response to The 
Underground’s “BDSM” issue; idea is to put out more 
info about sex and related issues; goal to have it printed 
and distributed during the “16 days’ [of activism against 
violence] that has already passed. So the Women’s 
Centre is creating a response to this extremely impor- 
tant area of discussion? Good. UTSC students need to 
voice their opinions, and more forums for their thoughts 
are always welcome. So The Underground’s very 
controversial issue about sex has elicited a thoughtful 
response? Excellent. Our primary goal is to give our 
readers a chance to think about important issues. Sex, 
sexual health and sexuality are all issues that concern 
students on a daily basis. Education, in my opinion, is 
the primary means for protection that can be compiled 
by those who are willing to put in the effort to learn 
about these issues, as well as any other issue that 
concerns them. Is the Aboveground informed about 
their response to the Underground? Is it an expansion 
of this very important information, or is it an unsolicited 
attack against an attempt to make sexual awareness an 
approachable subject? It has not yet been published, 
so | cannot speculate. When | returned to the Women’s 
Centre today to make an inquiry on this matter, | found 
a sign stating that hey were in the meeting place for 
“clubs week”. | immediately went to the meeting place 
to search for their mysterious representatives, but was 
able to find none. Perhaps | was blind-sighted by their 
lack of signs and other frivolous methods of identifica- 
tion...or maybe not. 

More importantly, though, why is there such a lack 
of accessibility for the events being run by the centre? 
Perhaps it is due to a lack of advertising, or a lack of 
interest, or something of a similar nature. As a journal- 
ist and as a woman, however, | would have been very 
interested in attending the workshop they seemingly 
held on the topics of sex, sexism and sexuality. | firmly 
believe that UTSC (as with any community) has a strong 
need for support and networking groups of all kinds. We 
are living in a very precarious time at the moment, in 
which almost nothing is taboo, nothing is shocking and 
very little is unaccepted by society. The extent of this 
acceptability makes it even more difficult to gauge our 
choices and our experiences with what we feel. As my 
peers sitting in the café with me, while sipping their hot 
chocolates thoughtfully, what women are going through 
right now is really difficult. There’s an immense amount 
of pressure placed on us by society to be “successful”, 
to have a career and make a full-time-living ... and at 
the same time be just like Martha Stewart and be able 
to tend to “domestic” matters flawlessly. What if we 
don’t want a career? Or what if we don’t want to live a 
“domestic” life? Or what if we want both? Or neither? - 
Everyone needs help once in a while, even if it’s just 
to check that we are still on the right path to being who 
we want to be. So why is it that the people we should 
lean on for support are first ones to turn their backs to 
us when we show our vulnerabilities? Or are we to sup- 
pose that it’s just a part of the job of being a woman? 
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Modern Trends 


UTSC Ladies Whip it Hard, Like they 
Ought To... 


From Staff Reports 


A small group of UTSC students gathered last month to 
sample one man’s idea of what the ladies want for their bach- 


elorette parties--parties that will doubtless be soon arriving. FELLOWSHIP IN ADVANCEMENT 

The man, simply known as Gary, entertained a crowd of at 

young women in order to gather a little publicity for his new 

business Simply for Laughs, in which he touts himself as a THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 

slave for female parties, though mixed parties are serviced Are you a recent or soon-to-be graduate? 

as well. Are you interested in a career that involves: 
Attempting to go beyond the typical sailor-boy stripper MARKETING 

gig that gets booked at most pre-marital lady events, Gary 

gets on his hands and knees, subserviently placing himself PUBLIC RELATIONS 

at the whim of the party goers. While most male strippers SPECIAL EVENT and VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT 

charge a hundred or two for a short time of simple danc- COMMUNICATIONS 

ing, Gary is a complete serviceman for the whole evening. PHILANTHROPY? 


Some parties he does nothing more than clean the house, 
but your imagination will take him much further. Tie him up, 
cover him in food and makeup, make him give everyone a 
massage and lick their toes, have him prance like a monkey, 
make him do the ol’ stop ‘n’ go--jacking off and then stopping 
when you tell him, over and over. The only limitations are no 
sex, no violence, and he has to be able to leave in the same 
condition he came in (meaning no permanent markers, etc., 
but if he can use your shower and clean whatever else off 
it’s kosher). 

For our dear young UTSC ladies last month, Gary worked 
the party as a true gentleman, making sure all the partici- 
pants were comfortable. But as can be guessed, this group 
of alcohol-fueled University ladies didn’t take long to warm up 
to the idea of having a male party-slave for the evening. First 
donning a tiara and rattail purchased at the local dollar store, 
Gary soon earned the name “Mary,” and from then on had to 
retrieve drinks for anyone shooting him with toy guns (also 
purchased at the dollar store). Articles of clothing started 
coming off, being replaced with oversized ladies underwear 
and scanty skirts. After being redesigned with body paints 
supplied by “Mary” himself--he brings his own bag of goodies 
and ideas for partiers to play with--he soon had a lit sparkler 
in his ass. For a grand finale he cut a hole in a cantaloupe 
and fucked it. Governed only by the imagination... 

Awebsite detailing Gary’s services will arrive in February 
at www.-strictlyforlaughs.com, but for now you can reach 
him at 416.382.9383 for all your partying needs. “A Fun 
Evening of Female Supremacy” indeed. And where did The 
Underground find him? At a strip club, of course... 


Are you interested in helping the University of Toronto rank among the leading international public 
research and teaching universities? 


If so, consider the field of Advancement. Advancement is the term used to describe the activities of fundraising, 
alumni and public relations, among others, that help to harness the financial and human resources required to 
advance the goals of the University. 


During this 12 month internship, one successful candidate will receive exposure to all aspects of university 
Advancement functions through specific program assignments, job shadowing and mentoring, extensive 
professional development opportunities, on-campus work placements, and visits to other Canadian universities. 


The 12 month internship will begin September 2004. The fellow will receive a monthly stipend of $2800 and, 
based on successful performance, the possibility of longer term employment. 


Application deadline: Friday, February 27, 2004 
To download the application visit: 
www.alumni.utoronto.ca/stayconnected/career.htm 


Paper copies of the application form are available at the front desk: 


J. Robert S. Prichard Building 
21 King’s College Circle 
between 9:00am — 5:00pm 
or contact Sharon Brumer at 
(416) 946-8371 or 
sharon.brumer@utoronto.ca 
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Same Sex Marriage Info 
Presented by Egale Canada 


Annie Harris 


On Feb. 3 a representative from Egale Canada will 
be coming to UTSC to present an information session on 
Same Sex Marriage In Canada. 

Egale Canada, established in 1986, is a human rights 
advocacy group that fights for equality for the LGBTQ com- 
munity in a number of different areas. Most people asso- 
ciate Egale entirely with the legal and political battle over 
same sex marriage, but Egale has taken on many different 
challenges within the community. Egale has successfully 
lobbied for equal rights for same sex common-law part- 
ners, including pension, family benefits and bereavement 
time and has also worked to end workplace discrimination. 
They also successfully fought to have sexual orientation 
added to the Canadian Human Rights Act to protect les- 


TORONTO 


students'administrativecounci! 


SAC 


HEALTH & DENTAL PLAN 
2003 | 2004 


g 


students'administrativecounci! 


UNIVERSITY 


OF 


TORONTO 


Life 


bians gays and bis from hate crime and propaganda. 
Most recently, Egale helped win a BC Supreme Court 
decision in favor of Kimberely Nixon, a trans woman 
suing for discrimination after being denied employment 
at a women’s raped crisis centre. 

Same sex marriage is a complicated issue, this 
information seminar will shed some light on the legal 
and political aspects of same sex marriage and how 
Canada has come this far. 

Join us at the Council Chambers S-402, on Feb. 
3, 3-5pm, to learn more about the legal aspects of this 
controversial issue, and answer the questions; How did 
we get to this point in Canadian law?, How is this an 
issue of human rights?, What implications will this have 
between provinces, between countries? No matter 
what your position on the issue you will want to check 
out this informative event. 

Free beverages, and possibly snacks, will be pro- 
vided. e oe 


SAC HEALTH & DENTAL PLAN 


As a student at U of T and a member of the Students' Administrative Council 
(SAC), you're covered by the SAC Health & Dental Plan. The Plan, initiated by 
your student council, is a valuable service designed to fill the gaps left by 
provincial medicare. If you're not sure of your coverage status, please 


contact studentcare.net/works. 


Dental Benefits 
cleanings 
checkups 

fillings 

extractions 

and more... 


Health Benefits 
prescription drugs 
physiotherapist 
chiropractor 
medical equipment 
and more... 


Note: The opt-out and family enrolment period for new Winter UTSC students is from Jan. 5 - 
30, 2004. Forms can be found in the SAC office, Room R-302, Bladen Building. 


stubentcare 


TAKE GOOD CARE 
www.studentcare.net 
1 866 358-4436 
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1. Defragging 


dered why your com- 
puter just seem to get 
slower and slower all 


ally why. Defragment 
your hard drive a least 
once a month. It's a 
fairly simple chore to 
do, baw done liken you're about to go out for the 
day, or before you go off to bed. All you have to do is 
open ‘My Computer’ and right click on the hard drive 


(usually C:) and choose ‘Properties’. Then choose the 


tools tab: (click on the little thing that looks a bit like a 
tab on the top of the window that opened when you 


clicked on properties) and click on the button that says 


defragment now. It will bring up a new window that 
will let you defragment your hard drive. From here, 
you can actually defragment all of your hard drives 
(not at once mind you) you just have to pick the one 
you want to defragment and click on the defragment 
button. The computer will take over from here. 

2. Keep Windows up to date. 

I'm sure many of you experienced the pain of 
MSBlaster, that virus that hit a lot of computers a few 
days before the blackout this summer. It's just one of 


_ the things that are easily prevented by keeping up to 


: date. To keep your computer up to date, all you have — 


- todois go to http://www.windowsupdate.com and click 
scan for updates. It will scan your computer to see 


4 what updates you need, and then present you with a 


list of updates for Windows. From here, you can add 


If you've ever won- | 


the time, this is usu-~ 


na variety a perce: and 


then download and install them. Generally you just need 
to install critical updates, but their driver updates and 
recommended updates can be useful as well. In some 
versions of Windows, you can use their auto update 
feature to download critical updates for you, as well as 
install them. | recommend that you check for updates 
about once a week. By the way, if you are using a ver- 
sion of Windows prior to Windows 2000/XP/ME, you will 
probably only need to do this once, as Microsoft has 
stopped making new patches for versions of Windows 
prior to those two versions (i.e. Windows 3.x/9x/NT). 
3.Use anti virus software. 

You can get a free copy of Norton antivirus from 
the school, just go to http://antivirus.utoronto.ca. The 
software on a default install will usually take reasonably 
good care of your computer, as well as keep itself up to 
date. | still recommend that you run a full system scan 
about once a week (run it before you check for updates 
to your computer). 

4.Use a firewall. 

A firewall is a program that runs on your computer 
and prevents people from accessing your computer 
when you don’t want them to. Windows XP includes a 
very basic firewall, but it does a very poor job of protect- 
ing your computer. You can download Zone Alarm basic 
from http://www.zonealarm.com for free, and it does a 
pretty good job of protecting your computer from attacks 
without any configuration. It can be annoying when it 
asks you if you want to allow a particular program to 
access the internet all the time, but if you click the check 
box it will remember whatever choice you make at that 


_time. Be aware though, it’s usually better to say no to an 
unfamiliar program and find what you want to use isn't 
_working than it is to just blindly say yes to everything. 


Free, confidential health 
advice from people 
who are actually qualified 
to give it. 


Wednesday, January 14, 2004 


Five things you should do to keep your computer in good working condition 


Also, don’t use the remember feature until you've used 
the same program a few times, and know that it should 
always be allowed to access the internet, or not, as the 
case may be. 

5.Install a popup blocker. 

I’m sure many of you hate popups as much as | do, 
and one easy solution to this is to use a popup blocker. 
One such popup blocker can be retrieved from http: 
//12ghosts.com. Another solution to this problem is to 
not use Internet Explorer to browse the Internet, there 
are many better programs out there, which are more 
up to date (the last major change to internet explorer 
occurred in 1998!), offer popup blocking without addi- 
tional software, are more secure (you don’t need to 
worry about those stories where opening a particular 
webpage will put a virus on your computer (you should 
be careful anyway)). | recommend Mozilla's Firebird 
browser (http://www.mozilla.org). 

Please keep in mind that these are my personal 
recommendations on how to take better care of your 
computer, and by no means are a guarantee that they 
will improve anything. 

There will be an introduction to Star Office Held by 
Computing & Networking Services and The Computer 
Science Club of Scarborough sometime in the next 
month, if you’re interested in attending please send an 
email to scsa@utsc.utoronto.ca. 

lf you have any computer related questions, 
or would like more information on the advice 
offered here feel free to send me an email at 
mike.scott@utoronto.ca 


Mike Scott is the CSCR Technical Director and 
Co-President of The Computer Science Club of 
Scarborough 


Telehealth Ontario 
1-866-797-0000 

TTY: 1-866-797-0007 — 

Free access to registered eursee 


24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
www.HealthyOntario.com | 


Cakelnetre 
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The Underground 


Sports 


Fashion Show On The Court 


Eric Lee 


You can probably recognize her 
from the Maxim magazine, with her long 
golden blonde hair and ridiculously cute 
smile. You may have also seen her in pop 
star music videos or Adidas commercials. 
When flipping through channels you may 
have stopped to watch her play tennis 
even though you don't like tennis. She 
has the 4th richest endorsement deal for 
athletes, raking in over $7 million a year, 
next to Tiger Woods, Michael Jordan, 
Kobe Bryant (maybe LeBron James too). 
Her current tennis ranking is 70th in the 
world. She has never won a single tour- 
nament. Her name is Anna Kournikova. 

Everyone knows that sex sells. 
Female athletes get endorsement deals 
because of their physical assets, not 
their physical abilities. When corpora- 
tions try to advertise their products, they 
have to have a pretty face to go along. 
It's a double standard, and this type of 
media exploitation does not occur in 
the men’s league. I’m not one to rate 
or judge other guys, but when Patrick 
Ewing or Dikembe Mutombo get million 
dollar shoe deals, it’s because they can 
play ball rather than their ability to run 
the catwalk. 

Some would argue that male athletes 
get more endorsement deals because 
the market is male-driven and therefore 
of more value, but this is simply untrue. 
Do women not buy sports bras or work- 
out clothes, use deodorant, eat fast-food, 
or buy sports equipment? Female sports 
have never been more popular and 
more marketable, due to the creation of 
professional women’s leagues(WNBA), 
international sporting events(Women’s 
World Cup of Soccer) and the growing 
phenomenon of girls who play with boys 
— in pro sports(Annika Sorenstam and 
Hayley Wickenheiser). 

With a new liberation in women’s 
athletics, beautiful, strong, independent 
women, that can be easily marketable, 
now appear on our TV’s and sidewalk 
billboards. And this is my point, you 
never see unattractive female athletes 
in commercials or on billboards because 
the majority does not want to buy prod- 
ucts advertised or endorsed by unat- 
tractive women or lesbians. Whether she 
is ranked #1 in the world or has broken 
world records, female athletes who are 
unappealing to the consumer’s eyes or 
have come out of the closet will not get 


major endorsement deals. By “major” 
endorsement deals, | mean at least 6 
figure contracts with major corporations, 
not a 30 second commercial for the local 
family restaurant. 

Right now, there are only a handful 
of female athletes who do have major 
endorsement deals. Venus and Serena 
Williams are considered the most mar- 
ketable female athletes because they’re 
young, of minority, they're unstoppable 
on the tennis court and mainly because 
people think they’re attractive. Former 
female volleyball player, Gabrielle Reece 
is endorsed by Nike, turned supermodel, 
appeared in Playboy magazine, is now 
no longer competitive, but still gets paid 
outside of the game. Annika Sorenstam 
is arguably the greatest female to play 
the sport of golf and in 2003 made history 
by playing in a men’s PGA tournament. 
There’s a lot to like about Annika, not 
only is she unbelievably talented - guy’s 
love Swedish girls. Another super-tal- 
ented and good-looking female athlete 
is soccer star Mia Hamm, who endorses 
a number of products like Gatorade and 
Nike. Then there is Anna too. 

| am not trying to undermine female 
athletes because | know that some girls 
can kick my ass in every sport invented, 
but the very small number of familiar 
female athletes that are popular and 
paid for endorsements are all famous 
because of their looks. No one would 
know who Anna Kournikova was if she 
wasn’t hot. | don’t think it’s fair, and | cer- 
tainly don’t agree with how it works, but | 
only tell it as | see it. 

Just to prove my point, in a country 
that’s so hockey crazy, | couldn’t recog- 
nize Hayley Wickenheiser on the street, 
even though she is considered to be the 
Wayne Gretzky of Woman’s Hockey. | do 
know what fellow Canadian Women’s 
Hockey player, Cassie Campbell looks 
like because I’ve seen her on commer- 
cials and she doesn't look like a man. 

Until the day when female sports 
are just as popular as male sports and 
female athletes are getting paid $25 
million yearly like Alex Rodriguez, only 
then women will get endorsements 
based on skill rather than appearance. 
However because corporations want to 
make money from advertising, they will 
continue to use the “girl next door’, rather 
than the “girl from hell’. 


sports 


Chagy Ctident 


Get this Siemens 
cellphone for only $5 
with NO CONTRACT 


-« FREE service features, 
save up to 33% on your 


monthly plan 


~ FREE face plate and 
headset ($60 value] 


- NO mail-in rebate 


Siemens A56 


Now only ¢ , 


Only at the Student Phone Store 


Available with all FIDO monthly plans. 


O\uantition Landed! 


*Terms and conditions apply. 


| STUDENT 
PHONE 
STORE 


To get this offer go to WWW.StudentPhoneStore.com, 
your nearest Travel CUTS shop, or call 1.866.287.1835. 


You can also check out our other exclusive student offers from 


Fido, Bell Mobility, or Rogers AT&T. 


Best prices on cool phones. 


RN 
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Who wears short shorts? 


Rob Chung 


It has been said (and don’t ask me 
by whom) that it is unfair that women’s 
sporting events are not given the same 
amount of publicity as similar events 
involving males. It is true that the WNBA 
gets about a tenth of the coverage that 
the NBA receives (if that much) and 
that we rarely see any women’s hockey 
televised even though there are pro- 
fessional leagues in place. There also 
doesn’t seem to be a great movement 
by any television network, Canadian or 
American, to even try to televise more 
women’s sporting events. There are 
those that argue that women’s sports 
are victim to the same sort of sexist 
thoughts that kept women chained to 
the kitchen before they were recognized 
as productive members of society as a 
whole, and not only cooks and maids 
for their husbands. And to be honest, 
the prevailing attitude with those heav- 
ily interested in sports seems to be 
that it doesn’t really matter whether or 


Preamble 


not women’s events are given public- 
ity just as long as men’s events are 
not given less. There seem to be very 
few that are really outraged that they 
cannot watch the WPFL (Women’s 
Professional Football League - yes, 
there is a professional football league 
for women and no, | have never seen 
a game either) every Sunday with the 
same consistency that they can watch 
the Buffalo Bills. 

So what is the problem with women 
and sports? Why are their events not 
given the same amount or quality of 
coverage as the sporting events involv- 
ing males? Is it because the skill. level 
of the games is not as high? Are they 
not as exciting? Remember the 2002 
Olympic hockey final between Canada 
and the U.S.A.? That game was just as 
exciting as the men’s and our women 
played their hearts out winning gold. 
For me, that win was just as fulfilling as 
the men’s gold medal. But that’s coming 


from a proud Canadian and a hockey 
fan - one that traditionally would not 
watch professional women’s hockey. 
There has been a movement in the 
LPGA to make their golfers sexier - the 
women were actually sent to seminars 
and lessons on how to wear makeup 
and dress to impress. And as you can 
probably guess, many of the women 
objected to this because they wanted 
people to watch their events for the 
quality of the play, not because of the 
way they look. If the women all wore 
miniskirts, would they receive more 
coverage and publicity? Perhaps. But 
then again, | myself would prefer not to 
see Laura Davies in a tight fitting skirt, 
and I’m sure she would probably have 
some trouble playing the game. And 
then there is women’s tennis. Anna 
Kournikova, though not very good at 
the game, receives much publicity for 
her looks and has brought some of that 
publicity to the game of tennis. Looking 


MESA REFERENDUM @ UTSC 


Wednesday, January 14, 2004 


at some of the other professional fe- 
male tennis players, it looks like they 
understand Kournikova’s _ particular 
“charm” and are starting to use it for 
their own advantage. The skirts that 
these women wear are getting smaller 
and smaller every year and the same 
is happening with the shirts. Are more 
people noticing women’s tennis more 
because of the fashion trends? I’m sure 
that some males certainly are. 

When it comes down to it, sports is 
all about selling, and we all know that 
sex sells, especially when those who 
watch pro sports are mostly male. Is it 
wrong for professional women tennis 
players to dress the way they do? 
Would itbe wrong for women golfers 
like Christie Kerr to wear more reveal- 
ing clothing and attract the male view- 
ing population that would normally pay 
no mind to the LPGA? | won’t answer 
that, but I’m sure that most male sports 
fans wouldn't mind. 


The Management and Economics Students’ Association (MESA) has been an active academic club for over seven years. 
Historically, MESA has provided many services to its ever-increasing membership and in many occasions, has been asked to represent all 
Management and Economics students on various committees. Consequently, the current voluntary membership fees are no longer sufficient 
to cover all the initiatives that MESA wishes to offer its members. 

MESA is proposing to establish itself as a student society at the University of Toronto with a compulsory fee of $7.00 per session 
[semester] for full time students and $2.10 for part-time students per session [semester] who are registered in the following programs: 
Bachelor of Business Administration Specialist, Bachelor of Business Administration, Co-op and Bachelor of Commerce. This compulsory 
fee will enable MESA to expand its membership and offer increased services to its members. In accordance with University policy, the 
new society will continue to be open to accepting new paid memberships from all interested registered students. 

If approved: MESA will be established as a student society at the University of Toronto. 

All full-time students [as described above] will be charged $7.00 per session and part-time students [as described above] will be charged 
$2.10 per session. The proposed constitution will govern all MESA affairs and can be viewed at www.mesa.ca 


Question 1 


Do you support the establishment of MESA becoming a Student Society? Are you in favor of the proposed Student Society Constitution? Do 
you also support that the Student Society have a compulsory $7.00 fee per session for full-time students and $2.10 fee for part-time students 
enrolled in the programs described above? 


Question 2 
If the fee is approved, are you in favor of annual cost of living increases to the compulsory fee as described? 


ELIGIBILITY: all students in the following programs are eligible to vote: 
* Bachelor of Business Administration Specialist 
* Bachelor of Business Administration, Co-op 
¢ Bachelor of Commerce 


POLLING INFORMATION 
Date: January 29, 2004 Times: 10 a.m. — 8 p.m. 
Place: Meeting Place *Please Bring Your Student Card to the Voting. 


- For more information, please visit the FAQ section located on the MESA website. 
- Any interested parties wishing to join the “yes” or “no” committees should contact Jon Agg at jonathan.agg@utoronto.ca. 


- Any complaints or issues regarding the referendum should be directed to the Chief Returning Officer, Tara Scaife, at scaife_t@yahoo.ca 


- The Referendum Committee 


es ee ee 
http:/www.utsc.uteronto.ca/~undergnd/ 


19 


The Underground ’ Groundworks 


groundwarks 


> Heese 16 AN BXAMPLE OF 
(MovER MAST ART WHECE THE 
ARTIST BROKE A BIC Toh Ne | 
‘FRoNT.0F A SET ENGINE 
ALLOWING THE INK TO SPRAY 
ONTO THE CANVAS OF FPEc y 
CompuTER PAPER a. + - 


cre. 


-This HAS NO *) 
PeACTVC AL 


HN  APpLicamodsg 
i, ee p ey: 


Be 7, 
Va 
$ 


/, f SK fe a Ce SNE en Le oI th Y 4, 
4 rs Due & 4 Mo <a gi i f iy 
MPLS WIGS Lizz We 


OSAP dollars. at 


S PAC = | Brought to you by the University of 


Toronto Arts Collective 


Shot-Gun Review 
The Long & Short of It: The UTSC Library Jane Villa 


The much anticipated library at UTSC dressed to impress and absorb Also, the quality of the facilities will serve students well. The scattered 
the double cohort this year. Now it seems that many of the students have _ placement of the books seems a little odd, but perhaps it'll improve once all the 
mixed reactions about the library. shelves are up (| assume this because there is ongoing construction beside 


The visual appearance of the warm wood, the repetition of horizontal the arcade and the B-wing). The large desks and the new computers are also 
lines and the stone bricks are quite impressive; however, the overall effect beneficial. And don’t worry about the limited internet access; it should take you 
is a little harsh. Perhaps the lack of natural light, the concrete flooring about two seconds to navigate your way out to cyberspace. 


and the rows of “factory-esque” lighting create a drab environment. Yet, Without a doubt, the new library at UTSC is better than the old shabby one. 

the space graciously accommodates casual visitors and there are many Many people will appreciate the references to the early modern architects such 

rooms for group-work. as Frank L. Wright and Le Corbusier. The horizontal strokes of wood and stone 
In turn, the upstairs area boasts many prime cubicles for studying. and the pilotis, respectively, are aesthetically stunning. 

There are large windows and it is nice and quiet. But it is still hard to In the end, the copper exterior will oxidize and embrace its green mark on 

nestle away in a little nook of your own. history as the most organic and intimate character of the new library at UTSC. 
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Events 


Wednesday, January 14, 2004 


If you know of an event that might benefit from a little bit of buzz (i.e. Ticketmaster is not involved) 
let us know by sending an email with “EVENTS” in the subject line to: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 
The Underground and its staff do not guarantee any information printed in this listing. Due to the 
often sketchy nature of such events, the details are liable to change, or be outright false. Make use of 
any contact information provided beforehand.... and otherwise, have fun! 


Every Monday - MOVIE NIGHT @ 
Funhaus (formerly Zen Lounge - 526 
Queen St. W.) $2 gets you free pop- 
corn and three films projected on the 
wall and pumped through a club-qual- 
ity soundsystem. Alcohol is served 
if you're legal. First film is at 7:30pm. 
JANUARY IS DRUG MOVIE MONTH! 
see www.djlazarus.com 

to JAN 18 - PHAE by Julian Doucet 
(Collective Architecture/Steven Moore). 
Doucet’s play setting the Phaedre story 
in a Southern trailer park returns from its 
SummerWorks 2002 production. Runs 
to Jan 18, Tue-Sat 8 pm, mats Sat-Sun 
2:30 pm. $20-$25, Sun pwyc. Factory 
Studio , 125 Bathurst. 416-504-9971. 

to JAN 24 - EXTREMITIES by William 
Mastrosimone (Little Olga Productions). 
After an attempted rape, a woman is 
trapped in her home with her attacker. 
Mon and Wed-Sat 8 pm, mats Sat-Sun 
2 pm. $15, stu/srs $12, pwyc Sun-Mon. 
Poor Alex , 296 Brunswick. 

to FEB 1 - ART GALLERY OF YORK 
U Performance/painting/video: What It 
Feels Like For A Girl, Ross Bldg, 4700 
Keele. 416-736-5169. 

to FEB 7 - GALLERY 44 Photos/ 
installation: _Marie-Jeanne Musiol 
Stacey Tyrell and Hannah Claus , Jan 8- 
Feb 7, 401 Richmond W. 416-979-3941. 


JAN 15 - crushkill, nwodtlem and skeeter 
Oasis (294 College), $2 w/ CD. www.her 
esmycardrecords.com 

JAN 15 - B.B. King Roy Thomson Hall, 
$39.50-$89.50. 416-872-4255. 

JAN 19 - Prince Paul - Sound 
Emporium (360 Adelaide West), $15. 
www.ramosent.com 

JAN 21 - Antiflag, Rise Against, Against 
Me, None More Black and New Mexican 
Disaster Squad Phoenix, all ages, 7 pm, 
$16.50. 416-598-0720, 416-870-8000. 
JAN 28 - REIKI SHARE guided medi- 
tation, treatments. $5/person at Bloor 
St. United Church, room 31 (not a 
church event). Please try to bring a 
bedsheet,yoga mat, pillow case, pillow, 
and mug or cup. All welcome. 6pm-9: 
30pm. . 

FEB 5 - Super 
- Phoenix, $15. 
www.atgconcerts.com 
FEB 9 - Stereophonics and Howie Day 
Kool Haus, $22.99. 416-870-8000. 

FEB 17 - Numbers, Les Georges 
Leningrad, The Sick Lipstick, Trin 
Tran, Ninja High School, DJ Mikey 
Apples and more, Gladstone, $10-$12. 
Tickets at Magic Pony, Rotate This and 
Soundscapes. 

APR 5 - Squarepusher - Phoenix, $18. 
416-870-8000. www.rootmeansquare.ca 


Furry Animals 
416-870-8000, 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Kipling/401 Housekeeper/light office, 2 kids, drivers lic. flex hrs. bach. 
apt incl, must be able to enter US 416-240-8566. 


UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 
Buying something? 
Selling something? 
Massaging something? 
UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 


Starting in our next issue, the Underground will 

be running classified ads as a service to UTSC 
students, for the low low price of nothing*. That’s 
right, nothing*. Please submit your classifieds to 
ug_classys@hotmail.com. Please, be reasonable. 
We can only print messages that are short, sweet, and 
interesting. 


*The Underground reserves the right to refuse to print a 
classified ad for whatever reason we want. 


Next Issue of the Underground: Coming January 28th 


The Underground Online... it’s almost better than Py ; 
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Why Are You Here? 


There is a question | pose to my first year 
classes from time to time: “Let’s say | had, 
up here, a pile of diplomas in alphabetical 
order with each of your names. You could 
come down here right now, on your first day 
of University, pick it up, and be done. Or you 
could continue through the next four years in 
the way you currently plan to do.” The silence 
that follows is less an answer to my question 
than an involuntary tribute to its unexpected 


The 


Underground 


relevance. 
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Danger Entertainment 


| don't think that | know anyone else quite like 
“Crazy” Joe Reeves. Joe was a frosh in 2000 like 
me, and in the time that I’ve known him he’s con- 
tinued to push the boundaries of “good” taste, not 
to mention his pain threshold. Although | freely 
admit that Joe’s always been a sort of spectacle, 
this story really begins last year when Joe thought 
up what became known as Steel Door. At that 
point Joe was living on UTSC rez and working at 
a steel door production plant. The game basically 
involved a steel door that Joe had gotten from 
work and your own body as you ran at high speed 
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Submission Policy 


At The Underground we love unsolicited material, 
especially letters and opinion pieces. Should such 
material be typed or printed and delivered to The 
Underground's snazzy portable by or before noon 
on the Friday prior to the desired publication date, 
we will more than likely print it. We kindly ask that 
submissions be of 800 words or less and that they 
include the writer's name and student number. 


Submissions become the property of The Under- 
ground and may or may not be published at the whim 
of The Editorial Board. The Board reserves the right to 
poke fun at submissions, post them on the wall in The 
Underground's snazzy portable (for the enjoyment 
of our staff and guests) or alter them in print in any 
way provided it is so acknowledged. By submission, 
authors implicitly bow down to the total editorial control 
of The Editorial Board and freely consent to the addi- 
tion witty comments and criticisms (especially in the 
case of libelous or malicious submissions) courtesy 
of the snarky editors. 


For a more official-sounding Letters and Opinions 
Policy contact undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 
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The Underground 


Editorial | Letter 


Speak For Yourself! 


It’s cold outside. At the moment we are supposedly in the midst of some 
sort of huge blizzard, I’m extremely understaffed, and sobriety doesn’t 
seem like much fun. In fact, writing this editorial is probably one of the last 
things I'd like to be doing right now (if that isn’t honest journalism then | 
don’t know what is). So for the most part I’m going to let other people do 
the talking in this issue. 

| wanted this Underground to be a documentation of the individual 
student. | wanted it to be an exploration of the UTSC population as people 
and not as numbers even though that’s what we are reduced to. In this 
issue Prof. Garry Leonard explores the importance of your GPA, and then 
you'll meet Crazy Joe and learn that you don’t even have to go here to get 
a top-notch UTSC learning experience. We've also got an update on the 
SAC/SCSU referendum, its results, and all the people who are really pissed 
off over it. 

So sit back and relax, ‘cause |’m done typing. 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 
metalresidue@hotmail.com 


Most people are other people. Their 
thoughts are someone else's opinions, 
their lives a mimicry, their passions a 


5 Oger Wiel 


quotations 


Angry Stuff 


Hello. This is “SR” here, writing in response to an opinion in the most recent issue of 
The Underground. 

“The Bondaged Girl’, who was on that October cover | found so offensive, wrote an 
opinion in response to my letters to you all. She stated: “Months ago, | declined in writing 
a response to the ‘hate’ mail because the cover and the corresponding article that | wrote 
gave an insight to a lifestyle that I’ve chosen- one that | didn’t feel the need to defend or 
explain.” (italics added). 

If this was in response to MY letters (and | know I’m being presumptuous here, but if 
it was) | never asked, or even implied, that you justify your lifestyle to me--or to anyone 
else. Your lifestyle has nothing to do with me finding the cover of that issue inappropriate 
in a university environment (unless being used as part of an academic discussion/debate 
and, if so, under the appropriate settings/conditions) to say the least. 

In addition, she wrote: “...as a response to SR who wrote: ‘We are, after all, in a place 
of higher learning, and as far as | know, we have yet to receive an endowment from Mr. 
Hefner at the Playboy Mansion...or am | mistaken? Do you not realize that women go 
here too? It is not “okay” to put a half naked “bondaged” girl on the cover of a newspaper 
at MY university!’ 

I’m also a woman that attend this University, and | have the same right as much as 
anybody else. Are you implying that certain values count for more than others?” 

To which all | have to say is, WHAT IN THE HELLARE YOU TALKING ABOUT ?? Did 
| say my (or anybody else’s) values count for more than “others”? Did you even READ 
the back and forth letter writing that ensued between Andrew C. Epstein and myself? 
I’m assuming he showed it to you, since you mentioned not wanting to respond “to the 
‘hate’ mail’. 

Even if he didn’t, where did | say that my values count for more than yours, or any- 
thing like that? Look, like | told Andrew, | am not concerned with what you choose to 
do with your sexual/private life. | am/was concerned about THAT PICTURE, and the 
message/imagery that THAT PICTURE represents to people as they look at it in pass- 
ing--WITHOUT READING the inside. 

That is all. Thanks. 


So ar.. what happened to game 
~ section? I can help out. 


Hello! 

| remember there was a time when there was video game review section. | enjoyed 
that one when it was still around. | was wondering if you guys wanted the section back 
and needed writers. Given the opportunity, | would like to write up a few reviews of the 
games that | had a chance to play. | am also an executive of the Scarborough Gaming 
Club @ UTSC (new) and love to play games to relieve stress. Anyways, please let me 
know how | can help you guys. Thanks! 


~Regards, 
Gilbert of RCXotic.com 


mailto: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 
subject: letters 
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Why Are You Here? 


Prof. Garry Leonard 


There is a question | pose to my first year classes 
from time to time: “Let’s say | had, up here, a pile of 
diplomas in alphabetical order with each of your names. 
You could come down here right now, on your first day 
of University, pick it up, and be done. Or you could 
continue through the next four years in the way you 
currently plan to do.” The silence that follows is less 
an answer to my question than an involuntary tribute to 
its unexpected relevance. How valuable is a University 
education, to students, apart from its undisputed capac- 
ity to improve the likelihood of obtaining a better job than 
one would otherwise find? And there’s nothing wrong 
with that, but behind my question is another question: 
what does a Liberal Arts Education do that nothing else 
does? Anything? Nothing? And why do you want it? 
Or, to put it yet another way, a vocational school may be 
able to offer as good or better a result when it comes to 
competition in the job market, so if they do some things 
better than we do, what do we offer that they don’t? 

Lately there seems to be an increasing emphasis 
on what you can do with a University degree once com- 
pleted, not what it does for you, or what you can now 
do for yourself that you couldn’t before. One result of 
this emphasis is an unprecedented concern for grades 
and the grade point average. | don’t question its impor- 
tance, but I’m concerned the focus on this end product 
avoids the question of most importance to me: what do 
you retain after the end of the course apart from the 
grade? What, if anything, will you remember about 
the course ten years from now? Having earned a “C” 
are you still glad you took the course? Why? Having 
earned an “A”, what else do you have beyond that? A 
University education differs from all else, or should, in 
its interest not just on what to think, but how to think it, 
and how many different ways there are to think it. Here 
we ask the question, or should, “why do | think what | 
think | think?” 


What we demand to know is inexplicably bound up 
with what we desire to be true. Why do we desire that 
and not something else? Can we be open to finding out 
something other than what we wish to see? University 
education, at its best, increases our tolerance for confu- 
sion and indeterminacy by recasting it as the prelude 
to learning something new. After all, in order to learn 
something new, we will have to challenge some aspect 
of what we thought we knew. Too often, our account 
of “reality” is not so much what is real, as a domestica- 
tion of it, or an accommodation to it. The word is not 
the world, and yet it is all we know of the world, so a 
University education seeks to increase the relevance of 
the words we use to the reality we endorse. 

In his poem “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a 
Blackbird”, Wallace Stevens tells us: “l know noble 
accents/And lucid inescapable rhythms;/But | know, 
too,/ That the blackbird is involved/in what | know.” A 
University education seeks, at one and the same time, 
to teach us more, but to teach as well the inevitable 
limitation of a clarity that is obtained at the expense of 
further curiosity. Where is the blackbird in the otherwise 
perfectly ordered landscape of an idea? See the black- 
bird (take the red pill); block it out (take the green). A 
University education may well supply answers, but, for 
me, its more important mandate is to ask better ques- 
tions and to offer strategies to the students for how to do 
so, and why it is essential. Oscar Wilde once said “all 
art is perfectly useless,” and by this he meant to draw 
attention to the value of anything that resists immediate 
comprehension. While this may limit its capacity to be 
plugged into some pre-existing system (thus it is “use- 
less”), it is precisely its uselessness that permits it to 
offer ways to understand ourselves beyond how “useful” 
we are. 

A good GPA may help broaden our choices, but a 
University education prepares us to undertake a lifetime 


The Movie Experience 


Jane Vila 


We've got it all, from teenage slasher flicks like Cabin Fever, the painful 


of choices. It does not guarantee that we will avoid mis- 
takes, merely that we are more likely to learn from them. 
“The unexamined life is not worth living,” Socrates said. 
At its best, University education offers a way to make 


our lives worthwhile, to ourselves and others. The 
GPA records a certain aspect of this endeavor the way 
a thermometer tells us the temperature of a beautiful 
summer’s day. But who among us would mistake this 
recorded temperature as the equivalent of all that hap- 
pened to us during such a day? When the great poet 
Yeats died, Auden, another great poet, wrote “what 
instruments we have agree the day of his death was a 
dark cold day.” How little the instruments understand 
or record of what has been lost with the passing of a 
great poet! Your GPA is an instrument. It records, in a 
standardized way, that you passed through something. 
But the question is, what passed through you? As a 
teacher, that concerns me the most. | hope you get the 
grade you want, but, after all, you have more control 
over that than | do. 

What | have more control over is whether or not 
something memorable happens along the way. | don't 
flatter myself, | achieve this all the time because it is a 
very difficult thing to do. Indeed, the truth is | never get 
bored with teaching because | am never able to achieve 
this to the extent | would like. There is an old saying that 
no one on their death bed ever said “! wish | had spent 
more time at the office.” | doubt one’s GPA, or what 
it has done for us, is of much note at this time, either. 
Instead, we will take comfort in the quality of who we 
became in the course of our life, how we shared it with 
others, and how both they, and us, feel more worthwhile 
as a result. So keep striving for the best grades, but, 
remember: the grade itself, in the end, is an instrument; 
what happened to you in the process of achieving it 
cannot be recorded. More importantly, it cannot be 
erased, either. 


Weekly Haiku 


romantic comedies such as Gigli, the epics The Lord of the Rings and the wit of 
comedies like E/f, but it must be known, that every single one shares an offen- 
sive quality. 

The previews at the theatres take forever! Do those 30 minutes even 
deserve to be called previews? It used to be 3 movie previews, but now we've 
got cars, beer and perfume to overload our senses. They should bloody pay 
us for having to watch their bullocks. Perhaps the power of the remote has 
encouraged those swift marketing exec’s to catch us ... highly demanded 18-35 
year old crowd ... in the confines of a dark theatre, for which we have paid our 
hard earned money to have the privilege. Phew! That was a long and angry 
sentence that we've all heard before. 

But admittedly, perhaps with all this exposure, | can learn to accept this as a 
part of my modern metro culture. Hey, | never did live in the time when all they 
used to show were the news and a Sylvester and Tweety cartoon. But | have 
rented Hitchcock films to know that it once existed. But times have changed and 
we've become more of an open-minded and tolerant society. So what? Maybe, 
democracy means simply the bludgeoning of the people by the people for the 


by Andrew C. Epstein 


Hey! Look at me now 
| am melodramatic 
Snow will crush all hope 


people. 
All | ask is that the length of a film, and all its trimmings, should be directly 
. related to the endurance of the human bladder. That is all. 


i a 
: i http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 5 


The Underground Opinions 


Are We There Yet? 


S. Banglawala 


To all those people who take the public transit as the | angered me was when | looked at him; he made a rude 
primary means of transportation, there are few minor things face gesture, as if | did something wrong. What is happen- 
that some of you need to become aware of -- public transit ing to our humanity, where we can’t even read the paper 
is supposed to be quick, efficient and environment-friendly | without someone breathing down our backs? 


(which | totally agree with and the reason why | take it regu- Furthermore, this isn’t an isolated incident; many 
_ larly). The problem is not with the transit system, but with other similar things have occurred to me throughout the 
s some of the people who ride it. many years | have ridden the TTC. Here is the list of all 
Is it just me or are our TTC buses, subways and RTs __ the different types of riders who make the short ride very 
full of very strange riders? It seems that every time | unpleasant: 
embark on a journey to some destination using the TTC, i) the owls: the people who are sitting across from 
| always seem to come across some very weird personali- you and keep on staring at you; 
ties. | would like to emphasize that when | mean weird, | ii) | the sneezers and the coughers: the ones who 


am referring to people who lack common sense. Many of doesn’t cover their mouths and likes to spread their germs 

you might think what is this guy talking about? So, letme to everyone; 

elaborate on the type of message | want to get across. iii) | the seat snatchers: the ones who take up 1 or 2 
Let me start by telling you a story of what happened to extra seats for their personal belongings like backpacks, 

me last week, while riding the subway. | was just minding briefcases, purses and shopping bags; 

my own business and reading the newspaper, when all of iv) | the stinkers: the people who still do not apparently 

sudden this guy comes and sits with me. | continue read- know that deodorant has been invented; 

ing the paper, when | noticed that this guy is sticking out his v) _ finally you have the drunks (self-explanatory) 

neck and looking over my shoulder so that he can also take 

a glance at the paper that | was reading. | usually wouldn't | hope anyone who might be part of any of these cat- 

care if someone was peeking, but what seemed disgusting egories should take notice that their intentional and unin- 

to me was that | could feel him breathing on my neck. For tentional behaviours are affecting their fellow riders. By 

m heavens sake, the papers are free on every station's plat- addressing this point, | hope people change their behaviour 

"= form, all he has to do is bend down and reach fora paper and attitude so that our daily trips would be more pleasant. 

from the stack before he steps on the train. What really Hey driver, are we there yet? 


THURSDAY FEBRUARY 5th 2004 Rm 2080, South Bldg, UTM. 6pm 


AGENDA: 

1. Call to Order c) BIRT the by-laws of the Students' Administrative Council 
2. Attendance of the University of Toronto be replaced, in their entirety, 
3. Approval of Financial Statements by the "UnConstitution", as submitted by petition 

4. Report from Auditors (see www.sac.utoronto.ca for exact changes) 

5. Motions: d) BIRT SAC take a position against the occupation of Iraq 
a) Be It Resolved That SAC amend its Rules of Procedure by the United States, Britain, and other ‘coalition’ forces, 
as per the recommendations submitted by the Students' and BIFRT SAC endorse and commit resources such as 
Administrative Council Board of Directors room bookings, photocopies, et cetera to assist students 
(see www.sac.utoronto.ca for exact changes) at University of Toronto to mobilize for the March 20th 

) BIRT SAC amend its By-Laws as per the recommendations International Day Against the Occupation of Iraq. 
submitted by the Students' Administrative Council Board vi. Other Business & 


of Directors (see www.sac.utoronto.ca for exact changes) vii. Adjournment Peri gar ee nee PL aca fae) 


students'administrativecounci! 


: WHAT IF I CAN'T MAKE THE MEETING? 
You can proxy your vote. Proxy forms are available at all offices of the Students' Administrative Council. See www.sac.utoronto.ca for more information! 


6 ae Tn eg eee ~ http://www.utsc.utoronto-ca/~undergnd/ 
hy Se hs a2) Goes oF ia’ deg 


| Os Pd pacar Star aks ne, 27) oats 6 Boeri Be dee 


News 


Wednesday, January 28, 2004 


Referendum in need of a ref 


Christian Lucier 
News/Life Editor 


The SAC/SCSU referendum results are in! For 
full-time students, 350 students out of 570 ballots voted 
yes (in favour), while 209 students voted no (against), 
and 4 rejected ballots; which basically means that 63% 
of fulltime students are in favor of a change in student 
representation. In terms of part-time students, out of 
the 57 ballots, 47 votes were against (no), while 8 votes 
were in favour (yes), and 2 rejected ballots. This means 
that over 80% of part-time students at UTSC are not 
in favour of a change in student representation. The 
difference between the two votes is fairly obvious, but 
the reasons for the strong difference of opinion between 
full-time and part-time students in regards to the refer- 
endum still remain a mystery. 

A good starting point to begin unraveling this 
mess is the APUS website (Association of Part-Time 
Undergraduate Students), who are clearly not in favour 
of the SAC/SCSU referendum, so much so that mem- 
bers of APUS were seen protesting near the referendum 
ballot area in the Meeting Place last week. Unfortunately, 
APUS was unavailable for comment at the time. Either 
way, the APUS website has a link that pretty much 
sums up their view concerning the referendum (http: 
//www.apus.utoronto.ca/Events.html#SCSURef). One 
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statement made by APUS states, “This referendum is 
a sham. This referendum is a direct violation of the 
SCSU by-laws, and will have serious consequences for 
the university.” But, is it really a sham? Last Monday, 
both the APUS and SCSU had a court date to determine 
whether or not the referendum, in so far as part-time 
students are involved, is legitimate. APUS had filed a 
court injunction to try to stop the vote. It was settled out 
of court, however, and the referendum proceeded as 
scheduled. No further developments have been made. 

Yet, a referendum vote for part-time students was 
held last week. The SCSU has the power to hold a 
referendum vote (for part-time students), but it will 
remain unofficial until ratification by the SCSU Board of 
Directors. However, the SCSU is currently questioning 
the results of the part-time vote. With APUS protesting 
the ballot area and having links on their website with 
statements such as the one mentioned above, it may 
appear to the average observer that the vote outcome 
may portray hints of bigotry. At present, the Referendum 
Committee is working towards an outcome, but it is too 
early to expect a solution in the near future. Problems 
such as these are a time consuming process. 

As for the full-time student referendum vote, every- 


thing should go according to plan, but the problems 
with the part-time student vote are certainly not helping 
matters. The next step in this referendum procedure is 
ratification of the fulltime student vote by the SAC Board 
of Directors, and the thumbs up from the University. 
Getting the go ahead from the SAC is simple enough, 
considering a memorandum was signed, but conflicts 
with APUS may make the University weary of SAC 
stepping out. Either way, the SAC does not need the 
University’s approval to place more funds or responsibil- 
ity into the SCSU’s hands, at least as far as this school 
year is concerned. 

It has to be asked that with all this political confu- 
sion and turmoil going on, do the students really care? 
Taking into consideration the amount of students that 
voted; it is this reporter’s opinion that most students 
could care less about how they are going to be repre- 
sented. The forums often held at the Meeting Place are 
bare to say the least. It is just ridiculous that with the 
amount of money that is involved in student representa- 
tion, that more students do not pay more attention to 
what is actually going on. In the end, it may not simply 
matter for most students, but for those that do care; this 
is what is going on in the political world of UTSC. 


ww 
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Danger Entertainment: 


My day with Crazy Joe 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 


| don’t think that | know anyone else quite like 
“Crazy” Joe Reeves. Joe was a frosh in 2000 like me, 
and in the time that I've known him he’s continued to 
push the boundaries of “good” taste, not to mention 
his pain threshold. Although | freely admit that Joe’s 
always been a sort of spectacle, this story really begins 
last year when Joe thought up what became known as 
Steel Door. At that point Joe was living on UTSC rez 
and working at a steel door production plant. The game 
basically involved a steel door that Joe had gotten from 
work and your own body as you ran at high speed 
smack into it. 

Other games like bottle smash, helmet head-butt, 
and picnic table diving soon followed and yet for some 
reason, Joe didn’t die. Nor did he suffer massive brain 
damage from getting repeated bludgeoned on the head. 
No, in fact Crazy Joe pushed on and created a highlight 
reel of his antics (all-taped) entitled “The Great Steel 
Door Experiment and other dumb stuff’. He then posted 
it on the net at crazyjoe.ca, along with other varieties 
of insanity. But what makes Joe an exceptional UTSC 
student? 

The fact that he’s not actually a student. In fact Joe 
hasn't been enrolled at UTSC since last year but like 
every great college movie you've ever seen, he’s man- 
aged to remain a fixture at UTSC. But there’s more to 
Joe then just stunts and pain, there actually might be 
some sort of method to his madness... might be. 

| figured it would be really hard to just write some- 
thing out of blue about Joe that would help you under- 
stand him. So | challenged him to give me the full Crazy 
Joe experience. Our day started out at the Joe’s second 
home, The Fossil and Haggis pub at the corner of 
Military Trail and Morningside. | ordered a pint and we 
started with a little chat. 


Andrew Epstein: Who is Crazy Joe? 

Crazy Joe: Well the way | like to say it is, Crazy Joe 
is one part of my personality that comes out when | do 
crazy shit like what I’m going to do today (more on that 
later). Stuff like bottle smash, steel door, stuff like that. 
| couldn't do that, Joe Reeves couldn't do that. It’s not 
a split personality per-se, but | got to get into the right 
attitude for it. 


AE: Well what's the right attitude? 

CJ: | just gotta psyche myself up. Actually I’m kinda 
nervous about this one. This is the first time I’ve ever 
been nervous, just ‘cause I’ve been thinking about it. 
Usually when stuff like this happens it’s just spur of the 
moment, | don’t try to think about it, but this | planned 
two days ago, and I’ve been thinking about for two days 
so I’m kinda nervous. Usually | don’t give myself time to 
think, but when it comes down to it I’ll just not even think 
about what I’m doing and it'll get done. Once it’s done it 
doesn’t matter. 


AE: Is thinking contrary to Crazy Joe’s philosophy? 

CJ: Pretty much. When you think about it, the stuff 
that | do, if you thought about it, if you rationally thought 
about it, most people wouldn't do it. So you gotta kinda 
not even think about what you’re doing until it’s done, 
once it’s done you can just look at the finished product 
and say “hey that was pretty cool”. 


AE: What is Crazy Joe’s purpose? What does he 
mean to accomplish with everything that he does? 

CJ: The purpose is: #1 Entertain people. #2 A lot 
of people don’t necessarily have enough stories to tell, 
so | give then an opportunity to go home and say “you 
wouldn't believe what | saw today, this clown, this guy, 
friggin’ was so nuts, he did this, this, this, and this.” Or 
“you wouldn't believe this thing that | saw on the inter- 
net”. It gives people something to talk about. There’s no 
real end goal. 


AE: You entertain people, what do you get? 
CJ: | get the satisfaction of seeing people laugh. 
That's (laughs) that’s all I’m lookin’ for man! 


AE: When did this all start? It became more of a 
project after a while. 

CJ: Probably last November when we started doing 
Steel Door. After | got the (video) camera it became 
more of a project. Not necessarily a project, it became 
something | could videotape just for fun, then eventually 
it just evolved. | cut the video and it went from there. 


AE: When did you start going to UTSC? 
CJ: 2000. 


AE: When did you stop going to UTSC? 
CJ: This past May. 


AE: Why do you stick around? Why is UTSC so 
important even though you don’t go there anymore? 

CJ: Well it’s the people, all the people that I’ve met 
over the past three years. People say you know, “I’ve 
wasted three years ‘cause | don’t have a degree”, and 
| say that’s the most ridiculous thing I’ve ever heard. 
It's been the best three years of my life and | wouldn't 
trade it for anything, | don’t care how much it costs me. 
I've met all the people that | hang out with now, I’ve met 
some of my great friends, it wouldn't have happened 
without UTSC. So it’s not a waste of my time. | don’t 
know what it is. The way the residence is set up defi- 
nitely contributed. Like, if we had all lived in apartments 
there’s no way this stuff would have happened, steel 
door would have never happened. 


AE: Do you think you have your own followers? 

CJ: A couple. There's a little bit, a little bit, a little 
bit, not too big, not too big. But there’s a couple people 
that definitely appreciate what | do and get some good 
laughs. 


AE: What about imitators? 

CJ: | don’t know about imitator’s per-se, but | think 
there’s a lot of people that want to get involved in it. 
| think there’s a lot of people just wanna get involved 
in what I’m doing, they like what I’m doing, they think 
it looks pretty fun, they wanna have fun with it. | don’t 
know if they’re necessarily imitators, but they're defi- 
nitely into it. You could even say that | imitate guys like 
Steve-O or the guys on Jackass. But the way | do things 
is a little bit different, a lot of people compare it, but it’s 
definitely not the exact same. A lot of people say the 
stuff | make is in the same genre, and | would definitely 
agree with that. It’s definitely in the same genre. But you 
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can’t really say one comedy is an imitation of any other 
comedy movie. It’s in the same genre but it’s not neces- 
sarily the exact same thing. They way | set up my videos 
is different from the way they set up their videos. The 
nature of the stunts is different. Some of it’s obviously 
the same. It’s danger entertainment, that’s what | like 
to call it. That would be what | would call the genre, it's 
danger entertainment. 


AE: Is this something you can do that will actually 
make you money? 

CJ: | don’t know, maybe, but that’s not the goal. But 
if it happens it happens. a" 


AE: Is this what you want to do? 

CJ: Uh, maybe, if it happens then I’m not going 
to argue with it, you know what | mean? Like, I'll run 
with it, as far as it goes. If it turns into something big I'll 
definitely be happy. I’d love to do this for a career and 
get paid for it. But if it doesn’t happen, then it doesn’t 
happen. | got a lot of other things | want to do. 


AE: So what do you want to do? 

CJ: | don’t really know. Something in entertainment 
| suppose. Basically this kind of stuff... it’s just getting 
the name out there realistically. | got some other stuff. | 
got a movie that I’m writing, not some Jackass movie. | 
don’t know what | want to do. 


AE: Do you see UTSC in your future? 

CJ: Probably not. | don’t think I'll go back to UTSC. 
If | go back to school at all, | probably won’t go back 
to UTSC, | can’t say for sure yes or no. It’s possible; 
there’s nothing there that interests me right now. 


AE: Tell me about this place (The Fossil)? 
CJ: The Fossil’s great. They've definitely had a part 
in everything I’ve done. Mostly because of the fact that 


-| come here, | get hammered, | go back to rez, and | do 


stupid shit. It’s definitely part of process. 


AE: Tell me about the face circle (referring the ring 
of hair that Joe has surrounding his face). 

CJ: | wanted to do something new with my facial 
hair. | got a shaved head, I’ve got a lot of leniency in 
what | can do, | can pretty much do whatever | want. 
| saw some guy with a chinstrap and | figured that you 
could it around your face, and it would look pretty cool. 
| talked about it for a month and | said “wouldn't that be 
awesome if someone did that” and everyone said “no 
one’s ever gonna do that, that’s the stupidest thing I’ve 
ever heard”. | said “well you know what, if it’s the stupid- 
est thing you've ever heard then it’s something that | 
want to do”. The reason I’m growing it is someone gave 
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me the idea that if it keeps growing it'll look like a lion’s 
mane. So | figure, you know what? That'd be pretty 
damn cool. So now |’m just trying to grow it out. Right 
now I've had it for about three months, | figure another 6 
months, 7, 8, months it'll be nice and long. Once it gets 
long enough, |’m going to douse the ends in lighter fluid 
and set it on fire for the Steel Door 2 video. | figure it'll go 
a good five seconds, that’s all | need for the effect, then 
I'll have someone fire extinguish my face. 


AE: Is it hard to live with you? 

CJ: | don’t think so. | think I’m a pretty laid back guy 
when it comes down to it. You know when | do stupid 
stuff I’m good for a decent laugh most of the time. | think 
I’m ok to live what. (Laughs) I’m not that bad | don’t 
think! 


AE: Do you think that what you do defines who you 
are, or do you think that there’s more than what people 
generally perceive? 

CJ: There’s definitely more, definitely more. | think 
that’s one of the biggest misconceptions about me is 
that, what | do on tape and what | do in public, for all 
these things, is all | am and that’s definitely not true, you 
can ask my girlfriend about that. This is the only part of 
me that she really hates. That’s the point, if that was 
all | am then she wouldn't be with me. If this is all that 
| was then there’s no way she’d be with me because 
she doesn't like it at all. There’s definitely more, a lot of 
people might not get to see it, but there’s definitely more 
than the stunts. 


We went on to reminisce about past craziness, 
including Joe’s dubious participation in the frosh hyp- 
notist act. Then we paid the bill and hoped in a car 
and headed back to UTSC. When we arrived at the 
H-Wing patio, we put Joe’s plan for spectacle into 
effect and began to turn him into a human snowman. 
Joe stripped down to his boxers and shoes with a large 
carrot strapped to his nose and a black top hat on his 
head. We put a large sign in the window Joe had made 
out of discarded pizza boxes stapled together, and then 
in turns we began heaping snow around his feet and 
upward. As we worked the crowd in front of and behind 
the patio window grew and grew until Joe had captive 
audience of onlookers. Despite the cold Joe managed 
to keep smiling, cracking jokes, making sure everyone 
knew how happy we was to be there. 

After a while we realized that the snow wasn’t 
packing and we wouldn't be able to bury Joe up to his 
shoulders as he had planned. So after about half an 
hour, Joe rolled out of the snow to a round of applause 
and some kind advice on warming up from a Health 
Centre worker who'd heard about the stunt. A couple 
hours later a slightly frostbitten Joe joined me for my 


CSCR show. Joe quickly ran into the Meeting Place and 
bought some school supplies for a whopping $2. Joe 
and | then decided to see what parts of his body would 
hurt most when you pinched them with a hard metal 
notebook clips. Joe pinched his nipples with them so 
badly that they hurt for hours afterwards. My personal 
favourite was when we stuck a clip on the piece of flesh 
under his tongue. 

At this point I’m sure more than a few of you are 
wondering why | feel Crazy Joe is so exceptional. The 
fact is that Joe came to UTSC, but he didn’t leave with 
a degree, rather he left with an identity and whether 
you'd like to admit it or not, a purpose. The true learn- 
ing experience found at University does not simply lie 
in your courses, your GPA, your parking pass, or you 
OSAP number. Being numbered, graded, and ranked 
isn’t really gaining you anything unless you experience 
some sort of personal growth, whether it’s as Crazy Joe 
or just plain old Joe Reeves... 


- http:/Awww.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 
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Arts 


When movie theatres fall down 


A look at the condition of our old-time theatres 


Man has always loved his movie theatres, but what 
happens when movie theatres say, “No more”? In the 
past two months, Toronto has seen two examples of old 
movie theatres falling down on people’s heads. The 
first case is of course the tragic collapse of the Uptown 
theatre that resulted in the loss of life and the end of a 
Toronto landmark. Following this, another older theatre, 
the Bloor Cinema, was closed for repairs due to struc- 
tural damage. In this case the damage was much less 
serious, the result of a small part of the plaster ceiling 
falling on the audience. Nonetheless, these recent 
events raise questions as to the state of our city’s vin- 
tage theatres. 

To begin with, renovating these theatres isn’t always 
an easy task for the owners. We were unable to contact 
the management of Bloor Cinema, but they are making 
it known to the public that they will be closed for an 
undetermined amount of time while repairs commence. 
For smaller theatres that run classic movies at cheap 
prices, depending on a small but dedicated number of 
patrons, large amounts of downtime and hefty main- 
tenance bills could prove very hazardous to business. 
If our old theatres are falling apart, can they afford to 


repair themselves? 

Speaking with other theatre managers, we were told 
that the majority of Toronto's older theatres are actu- 
ally in little danger. Most needed maintenance can be 
spotted in advance and repaired without having to close 
the theatres. Most of Toronto’s remaining old theatres, 
such as the Festival Cinemas, are actually in very good 
condition and any renovations that might be necessary 
should prove to be of little concern. Just a few years 
ago one such cinema, The Fox, had heavy renovations 
done, receiving surround sound and air conditioning as 
a result and reopening with no damage to their busi- 
ness. 

The larger threat to these older theatres remains 
their inability to compete with modern movie chains. 
One of the city’s most beautiful theatres, the Eglinton, 
closed years ago, not due to structural concerns, but 
simply the presence of the new Silver City at Eglinton 
and Yonge. Location, size and clientele are the real 
threats to our small theatres. 

There is an exception to this trend however. One 
of the Festival cinemas, the Music Hall at Danforth 
and Broadview, is not in as stable condition as other 


Aldwin Era 


Where’s My Restitution, huh? 


So, we've all wanted to kill our siblings at one time in our lives. 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


theatres. Appearing rundown both on the outside and 
inside, the Music Hall certainly has a lot of character for 
an old theatre, but in its declining condition the Music 
Hall is in desperate need of an overhaul. Unfortunately, 
we have learned that for reasons undisclosed, the 
owner of the theatre is unwilling to spend the money 
on the needed renovations. That doesn’t mean that the 
Music Hall is going to collapse on people’s heads some 
day, but it certainly makes it the most likely candidate to 
be the next to close down. 

The last thing a happy moviegoer wants to think 
about as he sits down to a viewing of his favorite 
Kubrick film is whether or not the ceiling is going to fall 
down on him. We can only guess what went through 
the heads of the audience at the Bloor when they saw 
the ceiling coming down, with the events of the Uptown 
fresh on their minds. Thankfully it seems like there is 
little danger of this happening and that most theatres, 
depending on good management and steady business, 
should be in no danger disappearing for any reason. 

So don’t be afraid to go out and support the vintage 
theatres and take in some classic cinema. 


Whether it be over something as petty as a stolen sweater or something 
slightly more serious like identity fraud, phrases like “I’m going to kill you 
John,” or “You’re dead Heather!” are common vernacular in any normal 
household. But to actually have some meaning behind these usually 
bandied phrases is a different story altogether. Actually, it is the story 
of Michael O’Brien’s Restitution: An Irish-Canadian Rhapsody, a tale 
that revolves precisely around those sinister thoughts we occasionally 
entertain. 

With pieces drawn from O’Brien’s own family history, Restitution is a 
schizophrenic black comedy whose emotional peaks and valleys takes 
its audience on a dizzying theatrical roller coaster. The story follows the 
plight of Seamus (John Dolan) and Steven (Richard McMillan), brothers 
torn apart by the accidental murder of Steven's son at his sole brother’s 
hands. Forced to unearth the deep and disturbing family history that had 
haunted them both, the brothers confront their darkest truths aided in part 
by Seamus’ daughter Bridgette (Lisa Norton). Restitution brings to life 
that old adage, “the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.” ; 

Although it seemed like the Irish contingent in the audience rather 
enjoyed the subtle Gaelic nuances, | often found myself perplexed, won- 
dering what in St. Patrick’s name was | supposed to be laughing at. In 
fact, | would gather that anyone not of Irish decent would have experi- 
enced much of the same cultural exclusion as | did, feigning mild laughter 
so as to not come off as some humourless bloke. 

A nauseatingly overdramatic performance delivered by Lisa Norton 
coupled with an illogically episodical script made for an underwhelming 
evening at the theatre. Perhaps the only redeeming quality of this high- | 
strung play was the semi-amusing bar brawl that featured an uncannily 
realistic slow-motion sequence. Who knew the Irish loved the drink this 
much? 

Whether intended or not, Restitution is as awkward and unusual as a 
shamrock in January. So what if he killed your brother Steven? Where's 
my restitution, huh? 


A Family Affair 
Sheryl So 


If you thought your family was crazy, think again. Let me introduce you 
to the Macready brothers, Seamus and Steven. Their story plays out like 
a dark comedy as the accidental death of Steven’s son by Seamus’ hand, 
consumes both men with the notion of Restitution. This dysfunctional 
family is torn apart by murder, greed and deceit. Sounds fun doesn’t it? 

' Identified as an Irish-Canadian Rhapsody, a variety of Irish stereo- 
types come to life. There is an enormous amount of drinking, gambling, 
and did | mention drinking, throughout the play. Although the plot 
revolves around two deaths and a ghost, the play is very funny. The 
cast was able to effectively blend humour and pain together to produce 
hysterical outcomes. 

My favourite character however, had to be Seamus’ daughter 
Bridgette. Her undying devotion to rectify the conflict between her father 
and uncle did occasionally get annoying, but in the end served to bond 
the brothers together again. 

It was a play like no other, even involving the audience in the story, 
convincing most to join in the singing of “Come all ye faithful’. | couldn't 
get it out of my head the whole night. Slow motion fighting soon followed 
and | could not stop laughing, who knew the theatre was so techno- 
logically advanced. With its mix of anger, human loss and family love, 
“Restitution” became more than a play about revenge but one of recon- 
ciliation. 
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C’est What? 


A tribute to Jeff Buckley 


Sarah Milanes 
Copy Editor 


C’est What? is a pub/lounge/bar located by Church and Front, a very 
comfortable environment that boasts a good repertoire of artists and musi- 
cians; truly reflecting the diversity and vibrancy of this city. The crowd it 
attracts are those that are there for the music rather than the scene. This past 
weekend was no different. 

It was a tribute to Jeff Buckley who died ten years ago. Ten years ago, 
Jeff Buckley also played to a similar size crowd in that same venue when his 
first album Grace was released. Underground, mellow music, beers flow- 
ing from the tap, and an oh so great vibe was what the night was all about. 
Forget the fact that 100% of the profit made during the three nights of the 
Jeff Buckley tribute will go to charity, just to hear and watch the performers 
sing their cover of Jeff Buckley songs, and you know that the performers 
were their for a passion rather than monetary benefits. There wasn’t any 
sensational crowd-grabbing hoopla, just their voices and acoustic guitars (or 
keyboards) and it was more than enough. 

According to a press release by the organizers, “the origins of the 
Toronto Jeff Buckley Tribute (this year marks its 3° year) came about 
through a mutual love and respect for Jeffs artistry between Kathrin 
Gilby, former talent booker at the Rivoli, and Catherine Harrison, of 
Purple Voodoo Productions.” Jonathan Seet, a local musician and 
another of this year’s organizers, recruited some of the best talents 
— both local and international - including Michael Klaus (formerly of the 
British band James) who recently performed in the Chicago Tribute. 
Many say that Toronto, the city, is a cold place to be in. That it is too struc- 
tured, grid-like. And to that | reply — find your niche, your sense of community 
and you will find warmth. Underground, in that bar, listening to people, | found 
one more. 


| heard there was a secret chord 

That david played and it pleased the lord 

But you don’t really care for music, do you? 

Well it goes like this: 

The fourth, the fifth, the minor fall and the major lift 
The baffled king composing hallelujah 

- Hallelujah 
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The Bachelor With 
3 Sides 


Eleni Kanavas 


He made his first television premiere as one of the twenty-five handsome 
bachelors for the popular reality TV series The Bachelorette. When he was 
eliminated during a suspenseful rose ceremony, the ABC network gave this 
all American heartthrob the spotlight for their next installment of the Bachelor 
series. 

So who is this mystery man you may ask? Bob Guiney is his name and 
he is more than the famous bachelor who serenaded his lovely women. With a 
passion for music, this aspiring songwriter founded his first rock band, Fat Amy, 
during his college years at Michigan State University. While touring throughout 
the Midwest, the band immediately became a fan favourite and successfully 
released two albums in 1995 and 1997. 

Unfortunately, Fat Amy did not get the national attention it desperately 
needed and Bob along with his band mates decided to take a hiatus in 1999. 
But it was not until Bob created some celebrity buzz with his bachelor antics, 
that record label Wind-Up Records wanted to sign him up again only this time on 
a solo deal prior to once showcasing his band Fat Amy. Label President Steve 
Lerner stated, “He has the talent to establish himself as a career music artist.” 

Bob Guiney’s solo debut album, 3 Sides, has an expressive balance 
between his co-written romantic modern rock songs and his old band’s heavier 
tunes. With his lead single “Girlfriend” making radio airwaves in Canada and the 
U.S, this up beat and feel good song fits into the music category of Matchbox 
Twenty and the vocals of Rob Thomas. “Music has always been my first love. | 
certainly did not do a television show to try and amount to anything with music- | 
never even mentioned it on the show,” comments Guiney. 

The album also stands out with several raw rock numbers such as “The 
Craziest Girl | Know’, “Fortunate” and with slow tunes such as “Come Undone.” 
However, with a track standing on its own, “Spare Minute” creates a bizarre 
faux-rap for Guiney’s advanced vocal abilities. While this album may not be 
the number one bestseller, these feel good rock songs will satisfy any individual 
who fell head over heals for Bob’s TV persona or otherwise looking for some 
radio-friendly driving music. 

The album is now on sale at all music stores. Check out his official website 
at www.bobguiney.com. 
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Who doesn't love French cartoons? That's the 
question. If you're having trouble answering that 
question (as | was) then it’s about time you saw some 
French animation. Fortunately for you, Les Triplettes de 
Belleville was recently released in theatres (or theatre 
rather, it’s only playing at The Varsity) and its bizarre 
blend of Loony Tunes humour, exaggerated art and 
dark post-war ambience makes it the perfect introduc- 
tion into French cartoons. 

Starting in an early 20" century rendition of Paris, 
Les Triplettes de Belleville is the story of Madame 
Souza, an elderly woman caring for her orphaned 
grandson Champion. Growing up, the only thing that 
could cheer up the depressed young boy was the gift 
of a bike. Now an adult, Champion is ready to compete 


Film: Les Triplettes de 


Belleville 
Rating: 3.5/5 
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A funny artistic movie?! 


Cartoon entertaining and disturbing 


in the Tour de France. But when the mafia kidnaps him 
in the middle of the race, it will be up to Souza (and 
Champion’s bulbous dog Bruno) to pursue his captors 
across the ocean. Once in Belleville (a parodied New 
York City), she’ll have to team up with an aged group of 
thirties-era singers, the Triplettes of Belleville, to help 
her save Champion. 

Although Les Triplettes de Belleville hardly contains 
any dialogue, most of which is in French, it is the most 
expressive piece of animation released in years. The 
mute wanderings and actions of the characters tell 
the entire story and just the appearance of the set- 
tings and characters speaks volumes. From the hor- 
ribly disproportionately muscled legs and huge noses 
of the wire thin bikers, to the perfectly square stature 
of the Mafia musclemen, to the round tottering form 
of Madame Souza, the exaggerated image of each 
character seems to introduce them instantly. Locations 
are no exception. France is coloured in a warm, faded 
brown; a maze of narrow, rainy streets where a tiny 
country home is dwarfed by the urban growth around it. 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


Belleville is an impossibly bunched crown of high rises 
where the Statue of Liberty is an obese titan (reflecting 
the generally over-weight populace). Everything in this 
movie is fascinating to gawk at, much of it disturbingly 
realistic in its embellishment. 

Along with the appeal of the eye candy is a strange 
kind of humour that comes out of the actions of the 
characters. Whether it’s the precarious habits of the 
more whimsical characters like the triplets or Bruno or 
the more slapstick humour of the final car chase, Les 
Triplettes is a funny and entertaining movie throughout. 
The blending of the quirky sense of humour with the 
dark atmosphere and dramatic art style however cre- 
ates a very strange and even offsetting final product. At 
points the combination can seem downright disturbing 
as lighthearted cartoon violence clashes head on with 
the dark, satirical image of the world. Some scenes 
might even leave you questioning the ‘G’ rating. 

Regardless, Les Triplettes is an excellent movie with 
a brilliant artistic style that is genuinely entertaining to 
watch. And that combination isn’t always easy to find. 
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Broken Moon 


written by Laura Cockburn 
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Hart House 
Drama Society 


Losing Berlin 
written by Kara Dymond 
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Paul’s Gun 
written by Andrew. Tyler 
Erindale Drama Club 


The Atmosphere 
of Evil 


written by Sarah Hutchison 
& Ella Chan 


12 


Contemptation 


written by Matthew Ramolo 


Victoria College 
Drama Society 


Preposterous 
Watch 


written by Kevin Parnell 
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Living 
Arrangements 


written by Jessica de Bruyn 
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wreck’d 
written by Natasha Mytnowych 


Erindale Drama Club 


- La Belle Artiste 


written by Erin Frey 
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Queer Corner 


Volunteers creates communities 


Queers and Volunteerism have had a long and 
mutually pleasurable history. Considering that LGBTQ 
communities in North America have had to struggle to 
create and maintain safe spaces, and to disseminate 

_ queer-positive information, it is no wonder that many of 
us like to take a more active and grassroots approach to 
building up our community. 

Volunteerism is a powerful way to build skills and 
experience, and to make friends in fields that are of inter- 
est to us. Volunteer Canada (http://www.volunteer.ca) 

_ states that women are more likely than men to volunteer; 
_ however, men contribute more total volunteer hours per 


year. There is no indication of the sexual orientation or 
gender identity of the sample population. And while the 
highest age range that volunteers is 35-54 (30%), and is 
likely to be married or divorced/separated, the next isn’t 
far behind, ages 15-24 (29%), and volunteering only 
increases with age, income, and education. 

This is generally the age of highschool and univer- 
sity students. Why do we spend so much time helping 
others in exchange for only the experience? While 
a stereotype of students says that we’re strapped 
for time either because of school or work obliga- 
tions, why do stats show us to volunteer so much? 
Well | can’t speak for straights, but | can speak for 
myself and what parts of the queer communities I’ve 
seen and am a part of. It seems that a lot of queers vol- 
unteer their time within their own community. Lesbians, 
gays, bisexuals, and the transgendered seem most 
often to be involved with social service agencies and 
community-building initiatives in the form of volunteer- 
ism. This makes sense when we consider that there 
must be some explicitly “out” queer organizations that 
must work for our communities, namely AIDS/HIV and 
sexual education groups as well as policy advocating 
groups. These groups are vital in providing services 
which we would not otherwise be provided (queer-posi- 
tive safer sex/health practices) and are just now begin- 
ning to claim grants and draw attention to themselves 
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LGTBQ @ UTSC 


as much needed community services. The creation and 
development of the LGBTQ Lounge here at UTSC is 
one such example of that fulfilled need. 

Particularly for harm reduction outreach groups 
(along the lines of safer sex or safer drug use) which 
often have a specific community and language focus, 
queers of all colors and ethnicities have opportunities 
to help deliver and direct these community-specific 
initiatives. Another important project to note is commu- 
nity liaison with police in the form of either diversity or 
sensitivity ‘training’ or police accountability committees, 
since they have in the past have had a strong grip on 
the forces that would wish to criminalize and demoralize 
queers, and continue to dominate minority groups like 
queers, the homeless, or non-citizens. 

It seems then that queers have both a sense of com- 
munity and of entitlement to that community. Several 
students within LGBTQ@UTSC, in fact, are also a 
part of peer workshop groups, youth groups, or equity- 
related committees both on and off campus. It is impor- 
tant for us to feel safe and to have the same access 
to resources, services, and other liberties like jobs and 
relationships, which are often things heterosexuals take 
for granted. 

The streak of altruism and community-building is 
one of which we are proud to flaunt. Maybe we'll even 
have a parade about it. 


STUDENTS’ ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 


ATTENTION®STUDENTS STARTING CLASSES IN JANUARY 


As a full-time undergraduate student, 
and a member of the Students’ Administrative Council (SAC), 
you are covered by the SAC Health and Dental Plan. 


If you have alternative coverage under another private health plan 
you may opt-out of the SAC plan by completing a form in the SAC office, 
located in Room R-302 of the Bladen Building. 


"THE DEADLINE FOR OPTING OUT IS JANUARY 30, 2004 


Please note that students who were registered in the Fall semester are not eligible to receive a refund at this point. 
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Groundworks 


Haystack of Needles 


| rise above all others, my talents shared by none, 

There is only one me, and will never be another, 

Each step | take, can be repeated by no-one, 

Each decision made, no psychologist could tell me why 
| did it, 

Unless | tell them, 

For | follow no pattern, no group can | fit, 

My features unique to only me, my ID, 

A facial fingerprint, which will be burned on the 
memory, 

Of those who care to remember me 

My walk, a mix; 1 part heritage, 1 part bad habit, 2 parts 
personal choice 

Topped with a swagger of Independence, 

My hair, | wear with pride, and care for greatly, 

A badge of rebellion some say, 

Others say its a sign of belief, 

| say it’s a relief, and a sign of unity, 

Plus it allows me to be lazy, 

My heart inside, pumps only love and generosity, 


Shani Robertson 


| have the inability to hate, and the capacity only to 
love, 

And seek love, 

| know there are others like me, 

Who've had their share of animosity, 

Hated for their uniqueness, their mental ability 

To be their own shepherd and march to a different 
beat, 

One which matches the beat of their heart. 

And | say to you now, 

Keep marching, 

Into frontiers unknown, and unexplored, 

Pioneering paths for those who are helpless, 

And couldn't do it for themselves, 

You will be the guiding light to those who are lost, 

Shining brilliantly amongst thousands of others, 

Who are just as unique as you, but haven't realised it 
yet, 

For we are just a haystack full of needles, 

Waiting to be discovered 


karmageddon 


the nuclear dialogue. 

according to our news anchor bible chiefs 
terror never sleeps. 

the headlines tuck us in. 


the news was the original reality show 
i'm so afraid. 
commercials make me happy. 


the truth was the first commodity. 
exclusively, 
no time for questions 


eclipsing solipsisms 

Blinded by dark flashes of truth 
the seereal killers are on the loose 
and i am stuck in traffic 


a man took his life 
the day before christ. 
The Avatar is born in danger. 


2+2=more 
in the future, love will come with receipts 
what a business that will be 


the first gun was created for the suicide of a 
priest 

the monsters under my bed 

are hiding from my television, set. 


abortion is an act of mercy 
giving birth is an act of murder 


read between the thin black lines. 


karmageddon 
earth is hell’s heaven 


Poetry by Deryck 


While she was on 
the phone... 


“All you need is love” 

when you have it and nothing else. 
It’s all you crave in your deepest parts 
When you're all alone 

Drowning in the shallowness 

Of everything you own. 


Brought to you by the University of 
Toronto Arts Collective 


SPACE | 


Incomplete 


and the silence buries me alive 
brushed aside 

with eyes like tides. 

swept unsure 

guilt meets desire 

desperate energies collide. 


Ramcharitar 


the roads leave you behind 
the horizon smiles 

you long for 

distance 

and hope for miles 


looking to the future, 

i only see my past. 

today is yesterday’s fault. 
And Where was |? 


Lost in eyes i’ve barely seen. 

You're clouded, pouting in tomorrow’s rain. 
known strangers 

on a bus with your window pain, 

and a very mild reflection. 
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Events _. Wednesday, January 28, 2004 


If you know of an event that might benefit from a little bit of buzz (i.e. Ticketmaster is not involved) 
let us know by sending an email with “EVENTS” in the subject line to: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 

The Underground and its staff do not guarantee any information printed in this listing. Due to the 
often sketchy nature of such events, the details are liable to change, or be outright false. Make use of 


any contact information provided beforehand.... and otherwise, have fun! 


to JAN 31 - “Raoul Wallenberg - Symbol 
of Justice and Humanity” (January 15 
- January 31, 2004) at South Tower of 
the Royal Bank Plaza, 200 Bay Street, 
Toronto. Admission is free. For informa- 
tion: RWIMH_ Tel. (514) 794 1656, (514) 
345 2656; Fax (514) 345 2657 

to FEB 1 - ART GALLERY OF YORK 
U Performance/painting/video: What It 
Feels Like For A Girl, Ross Bldg, 4700 
Keele. 416-736-5169. 

FEB 3 - 20 - Meeting Space: finding iden- 
tity, dispersing borders. Works by Angela 
Nardiello. Opening Night Reception - 
Tues, Feb. 3, 7:00 pm. Open to all. 

For more information, contact the 
University of Toronto Arts Collective at 
utac@utsc.utoronto.ca 

to FEB 7 - GALLERY 44 Photos/ 
installation: _Marie-Jeanne Musiol 
Stacey Tyrell and Hannah Claus , Jan 8- 
Feb 7, 401 Richmond W. 416-979-3941. 
JAN 28 - REIKI SHARE guided medi- 
tation, treatments. $5/person at Bloor 
St. United Church, room 31 (not a 
church event). Please try to bring a 
bedsheet,yoga mat, pillow case, pillow, 
and mug or cup. All welcome. 6pm-9: 


30pm. 
FEB 1 - The Toronto Field Naturalists 
present an_ illustrated lecture by 


Professor Nick Eyles on managing the 
environmental impacts of urban storm- 


water runoff.Sunday February 1, 75 
Queen’s Park Crescent, Toronto, 2:30 
pm, with refreshments at 2:00. 


FEB 5 - Super Furry Animals 
- Phoenix, $15. 416-870-8000, 
www.atgconcerts.com 

FEB 7 - Back by — popular 


demand....another U of T Night at the 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra. Saturday 
February 7, 2004, 7:30 pm at Roy 
Thompson Hall. Tictets: $10 each 
Tickets are available in the Office of 
Student Affairs and Services in Room 
B324. Please email your ticket requests 
to vinitha@utsc.utoronto.ca 

FEB 7,8 - Amicus Productions presents 
Noel Coward’s DESIGN FOR LIVING 
Feb. 5-7, 11-14 @ 8:00 p.m. Matinees 
Feb. 7,8 at 2 p.m. Tickets $14 Regular, 
$12 Students/Seniors. Tickets/Info: 416- 
860-6176. Fairview Library Theatre. 35 
Fairview Mall Drive (just north of Don 
Mills station) 

FEB 9 - Stereophonics and Howie Day 
Kool Haus, $22.99. 416-870-8000. 

FEB 17 - Numbers, Les Georges 
Leningrad, The Sick Lipstick, Trin 
Tran, Ninja High School, DJ Mikey 
Apples and more, Gladstone, $10-$12. 
Tickets at Magic Pony, Rotate This and 
Soundscapes. 

APR 5 - Squarepusher - Phoenix, $18. 
416-870-8000. www.rootmeansquare.ca 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Too Many Essays Too Little Time? 
Essay Experts Can Help! 

We provide Essay Writing/Editing/Research services. 
Professional Writers. Satisfaction Guaranteed! 
No job too big or too small. 
1-877-974-TEXT 
Essayexperts.ca 


UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 
Buying something? 
Selling something? 
Massaging something? 
UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 


Starting in our next issue, the Underground will 

be running classified ads as a service to UTSC 
students, for the low low price of nothing*. That’s 
right, nothing*. Please submit your classifieds to 
ug_classys@hotmail.com. Please, be reasonable. 
We can only print messages that are short, sweet, and 
interesting. 


*The Underground reserves the right to refuse to print a 
classified ad for whatever reason we want. 


Next Issue of the Underground: Coming February 11th 


The Underground Online... it’s almost better 


http ://www.utse.utoronto.ca/~ 


http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 
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Considering A New 
And Rewarding Career? 


Today, A Career in 
Real Estate is about... 


bringing people together, 
providing families with 
homes, 

furnishing investors with 
security, 

helping new entrepreneurs 
find opportunities, 
building better 
communities. 


The world is driven by real estate. 
Do you want to be part of 
the action? 


To obtain a free copy 
of our Career Guide, 
please call a 
(416) 391-OREA (6732) © ~~" 
or 1 (866) 411-OREA (6732). 


Needs You! 


SCSP (Scarborough Campus 
Student Press) is currently 
looking for a new Chief Returning 
Officer (CRO), to help implement 
upcoming elections. Resumes are 
currently being accepted. 


phone: 416.287.7054 
email: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


DAIS DALI ASI. DINGIONI.O27 WAN 941 


Schiczo-phonic 


Masterpiece Theatre 
Emergence Thrills the Senses 


Last Thursday (and Friday too | must 
admit) | sat in the Leigha Lee Browne theatre 
enveloped in the dark with a loud silence fill- 
ing my ears as | watched the above words 
appear before my eyes. As the picture on the 
screen changed, that silence was blown away 
with simple yet rhythmically intense beats and 
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cantents 


wingers rarely have one. 


the lights slowly rose revealing the players. 


p.9 


Psychopathic Corporate 
Agendas, | Heart You! 


| walked into The Corporation expect- 
ing a jaunty, Michael Moore-esque romp 
through the world of (don’cha just hate) 
capitalism. | expected some funny cartoons 
and maybe a celebrity, but nothing concrete 
or with a point, because tree-hugging left- 
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Submission Policy 


At The Underground we love unsolicited material, 
especially letters and opinion pieces. Should such 
material be typed or printed and delivered to The 
Underground's snazzy portable by or before noon 
on the Friday prior to the desired publication date, 
we will more than likely print it. We kindly ask that 
submissions be of 800 words or less and that they 
include the writer’s name and student number. 


Submissions become the property of The Under- 
ground and may or may not be published at the whim 
of The Editorial Board. The Board reserves the right to 
poke fun at submissions, post them on the wall in The 
Underground's snazzy portable (for the enjoyment 
of our staff and guests) or alter them in print in any 
way provided it is so acknowledged. By submission, 
authors implicitly bow down to the total editorial control 
of The Editorial Board and freely consent to the addi- 
tion witty comments and criticisms (especially in the 
case of libelous or malicious submissions) courtesy 
of the snarky editors. 


For a more official-sounding Letters and Opinions 
Policy contact undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


The Underground 
is published by the 
Scarborough Campus 
Student Press, a non- 
profit corporation. It 
is funded by way of a 
direct levy to students 
of the University of 
Toronto Scarborough 
Campus, and through 
local and national 
advertising. The 
Underground is a 
member of Canadian 


University Press 
(CUP). 
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The Underground 


Editorial | Letters 


Making Peace 
with V-Day 


Perhaps | should start by saying that I’m not a big fan of Valentine’s 
Day. It’s not the corporate marketing that bothers me so much as the very 
concept of the day. Why do couples need a specific day to express their love 
to each other? There’s no real purpose for it. If | don’t observe Valentine’s 
Day does that mean | love my girlfriend any less? | really dislike the idea of 
this particular day judging my commitment to her, or the idea that material 
objects can define how | feel about her. 

However, this coming Valentine’s Day might be a good thing here at 
UTSC. Let me explain: If you were attending class somewhere on the St. 
George campus, you’d walk out of your lecture and be greeted by a busting 
city full of fun and culture. This. provides motivation to leave your campus 
and see what the city has to offer. That's part of what is called “the university 
experience”. It’s as much about exploring what life has to offer as it is about 
your classes. 

If you walk out of your lecture at UTSC you are greeted by... not that 
much really, a few houses and a vast expanse of parking lots. Since this 
isn’t exactly the university experience, our campus is currently being turned 
into a more believable facsimile of a major university unto itself. It helps 
make the isolation more palpable. It’s not the real thing, but an incredible 
simulation! 

But this still doesn’t provide any motivation for UTSC students to branch 
away from campus because there’s nothing to branch out to (and unlike 
Erindale we don’t have a two-way bus that drops us off at the St. George 
campus). Let’s face it, we’re located in a primarily residential area. This 
is why you'll find students hanging out in the UTSC hallways late on a 
Saturday night. 

Now that isn’t to say that there’s nothing entertaining at UTSC. The 
theatre just finished a Triple Bill, the Fashion Show filled the Meeting Place, 
and by the time this is read, sex genius Sue Johanson would have graced 
our campus. 

| guess what bothers me is the general lack of motivation among stu- 
dents to leave the campus to do anything. This is the worst on residence, 
where UTSC becomes your home and a night at the Fossil and Haggis 
may as well be the Taj Mahal. | guess there isn’t enough encouragement to 
move beyond our borders. | think we should begin by holding fewer events 
inside the school. Why anyone would actually want to go to a pub in the 
Meeting Place is beyond me. You’d think if you spent five days a week or 
more in a specific building you’d want to go somewhere else for your fun. 
It just doesn’t seem very stimulating. One of the biggest complaints heard 
from UTSC students is that they get treated differently because they attend 
a Satellite campus and are made to feel that they aren’t actually a part of 
U of T. Despite that, it seems that most UTSC students are quite happy to 
isolate themselves. 

So I'll make you all a deal. I'll stop slamming Valentine’s Day if you make 
me one promise -- this year take your boyfriend or girlfriend away from this 
concrete bunker and do something interesting. Most beyond the conven- 
tional dinner and flowers and do something you'll remember. That's a much 
better way to grow closer anyway, trust me. 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 
metalresidue@hotmail.com 


Love until if hurts. Real love is always 
painful and hurts: then it is real and pure. 


a MONE? IETESC] 
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Unanswered Questions Never Asked 


After reading Professor Garry Leonard’s “Why ARe You Here?” article in the last edi- 
tion of The Underground, | quickly became skeptical of his idealist view of a University 
education. In his article, Professor Leonard says that “A university education, at its best, 
increases our tolerance for confusion and interderminacy by recasting it as the prelude 
to learning something new.” He also states that “A University education may well supply 
answers, but, for me, its more important mandate is to ask better questions and to offer 
strategies to the students for how to do so, and why it is essential.” But now | tell you, this 
is not what University education is about no matter how idealized the various voices of 
authority seem to make it. In my view, University is not a place where you learn to ques- 
tion. In fact, University is the antithesis for the true inquirer. University does not “increase 
our tolerance for confusion and interderminacy,” but rather, it reduces our tolerance for 
intellectual individualism, which in turn, reinforces conformity. 

Often, | am left in bewi8lderment as to why so many put faith into a University educa- 
tion. Do we really learn better and as much as our society believes we do? In response to 
this question, | would have to decisively say no. In fact, most of the learning that does go 
on in institutions of higher learning is, in my view, ineffective. Unless you truly and whole- 
heartedly enjoy a course and unless it holds some real meaning for you, you won’t remem- 
ber much about it except for what mark you got and the toil that came along with it. What 
| am trying to get at here is that most of the learning that goes on in University is strictly 
one-dimensional. Remember all the sleepless nights spent with Microsoft Word vying to 
finish assignments? These are activities that we wish we wouldn't have to do but must in 
order for us to “make it.” As conflict theorist Karl Marx suggested through his works, when 
order is forced resistance is most likely to be ensued. That is why many of us lament the 
idea of performing such activities, and that is why many of us struggle to complete them. 
But even though University is a place that is the pinnacle of education, it often forgets the 
ethos of a true scholar. Education and the learning it involves is not something we partake 
in because we have to do it, but rather because we /ove to do it, and to love is something 
that is voluntary. If University is forcing us to learn in a way in which most of us wouldn't 
favour, wouldn't that mean that University is forcing love? | think you'll agree, love is some- 
thing that simply cannot be forced. 

And why is it that when you walk out the door after finishing that exam, you remember 
nothing about what you studied but after reading that “great” book you can retain almost all 
the information it exhibits? For many of us who are forced to do readings, we tend to forget 
all that we have learned once we feel that we are no longer inclined to know them. As 
Noam Chomsky states in Understanding the Power: The Indispensable Noam Chomsky, 
if we read like this, have we in fact read the read prescribed book? It would be almost like 
we never touched the book in the first place. 

And what if you are someone who manages to retain information at University in a 
manner that negates my thesis? Well, this where things take a turn, and for worse I’m 
afraid because it is one thing to retain information but it is quite another to retain accurate 
information. How do we know what we read in a textbook or hear in a lecture is true? No 
one ever questions such things. At University, we are all supposed to take what we learn 
and not question it, we are not even encouraged to do so. And because we don’t ques- 
tion, learning is reduced to a one-dimensional form of communication, in which the sender 
presents us with information that could be potentially tainted but we are fostered to accept. 
This is a serious problem because most communication classified in this context is classi- 
fied as a latent form of mind-control, otherwise known as propaganda. |In essence, we are 
all being programmed to think the same ways. Think about that huge banner that hangs 
up high in the Meeting Place. The one that reads “The Meeting Place For Great Minds.” 
What is this supposed to mean? Are we the great minds because great minds think alike? 
In turn, independing thinking is not encouraged and this is the staple for questioning. Think 
of Andrew Epstein’s friend Crazy Joe. He chose to withdraw from UTSC to pursue his own 
interests instead of continuing on with an education. The system, in its current state, does 
not condone such independent behaviour so through its latent socialization, it is ingrained 
in our collective sub-consciousness to label him a fool. This is the heart of the problem of 
University education, and whenever issues of heart are of concern, it is always important 
to let love rule. 


Andrew Rampersaud 


Dear Mr. Nowers 


Do you understand what you are promoting when you encourage the student body to 
come watch the vollyball team? 

The ‘UTSC sports’ take up the gym during times where it is scheduled for other athletics 
activities. These unscheduled UTSC Sports’ take the facilities away from paying members 
such as my husband. Being in school | rarely have time to see him, so we meet a few 
nights a week for badminton. But quite often the gym is taken with your ‘UTSC sports’. The 
athletics desk says to call each evening to find out if the gym is free. This is unnnecssary 
since the winter schedule clearly states that there is badminton after 7:30pm mon-fri. That 
is what my husband pays for. 

Let the ‘UTSC Sports’ play elsewhere. This place is taken. 


Sincerely, Cheryl Charlton 
2nd year Life Sciences 
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Opinions 


With Rings on Their Fingers 
and Bells on Their Toes 


J. Rabito 


The big news that everyone cannot seem to stop 
talking about is the whole Justin/Janet scandal. Please, 
please, please for the love of daisies, STOP TALKING 
ABOUT IT!!! It is really getting old. 

The little peep show that went on at the Superbowl 
was a perfect example of how a celebrity revives his/her 
career. | find it so “coincidental” that Janet Jackson, one 
who has not been in the spotlight for a couple of years, 
performs at the Superbowl and surprisingly has one of 
the hottest guys in show biz rip off her shirt to expose 
herself to millions of viewers just weeks before her new 
album is about to hit record stores. Hmm, | wonder how 
that happened? But these kinds of stunts happen all the 
time to the point where the shock value has disappeared 
and the annoyance level has increased. For example, 
the overrated Britney Spears and Madonna (Oh, and 
do not forget Christina Augilera) kiss was perfectly 
planned during the time Britney had her new album 
In the Zone, hit record stores and Madonna’s new col- 
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been doing very well in sales and | have the feeling that 
it had to do with the ever so “scandalous” kiss. As well, 
it does not hurt Britney's sales if she is showing some 
skin. That seems to be the big seller these days. | am 
predicting that the offensive scene at the Superbowl will 
pave the way for sales to rise once Janet Jackson's 
album hits stores. 

It is quite pathetic how society feeds into this trash. 
We continually look forward to seeing what is going to 
happen next in Hollywood, but it is just a big scam. It is 
just another way how celebrities manipulate us through 
the media to get us to spend our hard earned money 
on their merchandise. We are simply the spending 
machines that put the rings on their fingers and the bells 
on their toes. 

| guess the thing that worries me is that it is getting 
worse. Celebs try harder each and every time to create 
a new level of shock value that it is getting to the point 
where it is not even about the artistic talent anymore, 


lection of children’s story books hit the bookstores. By 
the way, both celebrities’ latest album and books have 


but about the distasteful gossip, and more importantly, 
we encourage them to do it. 


Don’t Forget the Flowers 


A.P. Morehouse 


Literature and poetry often speak of an enduring love, one that overcomes 
insurmountable odds and possesses an inexhaustible emotional connection 
and intensity. This ideal nags at the back of our minds. If we do not actively 
pursue it, we inwardly hope that it is possible. One of its strongest allies is 
the cinema. Movies are powerful, a visual and aural medium that locates this 
thread of hope and resuscitates it. It creates a ninety-minute respite inside 
its universe where soul mates do exist and fate implies a chance encounter. 
It is a welcome relief from reality where doubt and incompatibility are more 
common. 

As society grows increasingly dependent on technology, the introductory 
and advisory role of friends and family is slowly being supplanted. The latest 
adjunct to negotiating relationships is Internet based. A multitude of web- 
sites offers cyber locations to cast your profile and trawl for Mr or Miss Right, 
simply sum up your characteristics and desires in a couple of paragraphs. 
After snagging a potential, significant other, you can then sift the Internet for 
tips and tools to analyze and tweak your nascent connection. Unfortunately, 
the more you factor into the relationship formula, the quicker your former 
strategy dissembles into incoherent uncertainty. It is impossible to guarantee 
a “happily-ever-after” when so much is beyond your control. 

In a few days, another Valentine’s Day will arrive. It is the best time for 
those that love and hope to be loved. It is easy to enhance your potential 
or gloss over the previous three hundred and sixty four lackluster days. 
Greeting card companies have been busy churning out sentiment ad nau- 
seam. Heart-shaped trinkets abound. Confectioners and florists are in a 
creative frenzy. Romance is always good business because the social nudge 
to pair off will never die. 


Weekly Haiku 
by Sachin Hingoo 


It's Valentine’s Day. 
So where are my chocolates at? 
Fine, no sex for you. 
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Comments 


John Loerchner 
Art Director 


Reflections on the State of 


When | was on my first (and only) official date | was at a 
high school dance. | remember leaning over a water fountain 
to take a drink only to find a small silver angel. | grabbed it and 
walked up to my date, as | gave it to her | said “here, | found this 
and couldn't help thinking of you.” | haven't let a three cheese 
comment off like that since and it's not because it wasn’t well 
received. Believe me the twinkle in her eye matched the chrome 
gloss of that angel just fine and | think that’s what stopped such 
syrupy comments from dripping out of my mouth. 

When | delivered that line | wasn’t near drunk enough to be 
unaware of what | was saying. | knew damn well that it belonged 
in a sappy pick-up-line book gathering dust on the discount rack. 
However, | also knew that it was going to get the reaction that 
| expected. | still know that ninety per cent of the girls out there 
would react to it the same way even if ninety per cent would balk 
at it when seeing it in text. The truth is that women eat up compli- 
ments like a dozen crackheads sharing their last rock. 

Although this has been the way of things as far back as 
mankind can remember it has taken on a detrimental twist in our 
modern society. | sincerely despise breaching the topic of “the 
female’s” portrayal within the media but | have to bring it up. If 
the media felt a need to photoshop a dick in the same way that 
they expand and idealize cleavage | can’t possibly deny that I'd 
have some serious inferiority issues. Lara Croft’s breasts were 
not only stuffed in Tomb Raider they were “digitally enhanced” 
(| guess there’s more than one way to make perfect tits with sili- 
con) and let’s not forget the notorious La Senza ad that’s been 
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Complementation 


frequenting our TTC attention. The digital enhancements on that 
one photograph create a list that could more than fill up the toilet 
paper it would take to clean up after thinking about it. 

What I’m getting at is that an idealistic image is being cre- 
ated of the female gender and it’s manifesting itself in the expec- 
tations of our dates and girlfriends. When we as males oblige to 
this constant state of complementation we are simply fattening 
this image. Although there are obviously no physical changes 
within our partner we are helping them close the gap between 
who they really are and the idealistic form that they are (con- 
sciously or unconsciously) trying to fit. We are perpetuating the 
need for our partners to match up to an external ideal instead of 
encouraging them to be the unique individuals they are. 

The real womanizers and playas out there aren't the forceful 
asshole’s that fill the popular paradigm but the guys who have 
mastered the complimentary rhyming scheme to the point that 
the beat and tempo is so smooth that the girl doesn’t even real- 
ize she’s getting fucked. The warped situation that we've landed 
ourselves in is that the men who need to be handing out the 
compliments are the pricks. The real nice guys are the one’s 
that are allowing women to earn their own self respect instead 
of building it off of how close they are to an ideal. Keep it up 
playas you know what you're doing. Saying “you look hot” is a 
small price to pay for unrealistically hot women to be posted on 
our billboards, magazines, websites, fliers, movies,news, music 
videos... 


Paid for by the Organization fo) i Ofe) ater-1aal-1e| 
Citizens for the Promotion of Evil 
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Mo’ money, mo’ money, mo’ money 


Christian Lucier 
News/Life Editor 


At St. George Campus, on the 29" of January, 
a conference was held at the Munk Center for 
International Studies to relay some very good news 
concerning the University of Toronto. The big news was 
that the Campaign for the University of Toronto reached 
$1 billion (cue the Doctor Evil shtick). Hitting the $1 
billion mark happened sooner then expected, due to 
a very generous donation of $10 million from Michael 
Lee-Chin. 

Mr. Lee-Chin is a familiar face to those individuals 
who follow the business world. He is the Chairman and 
CEO of AIC Limited, as well as the Chairman of the 
Berkshire Group of Companies, and the Chairman for 
the National Commercial Bank Jamaica Limited. Not too 
shabby for a civil engineering graduate from McMaster 
University. It appears as though Mr. Lee-Chin’s suc- 
cess relies heavily on his business philosophy, shoot, 
his philosophy is even trade marked — “Buy. Hold. And 
Prosper.e2” Recently, Mr. Lee-Chin’s name has been 
in the papers due to yet another donation of $30 million 
to the Royal Ontario Museum. What is this guy giving 
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away millions? If so, shoot a couple mils this way. 

Now, the question on everyone’s minds must be, 
how is this money going to be put to use? There are 
pretty much four primary ways the money is going to 
be distributed and used: student financial aid, faculty 
recruitment, program enhancement, and new construc- 
tion. According to the press release, “An endowment 
of nearly $500 million for student aid has been created, 
making U of T the first Canadian university to guarantee 
financial accessibility to all qualified students.” Sounds 
good, with the ridiculous way prices rise at UTSC; stu- 
dents are going to need some serious financial help in 
the near future. Sooner or later, a person will have to be 
a millionaire to attend university. 

However, the campaign’s reaching $1 billion does 
not mark an end to fundraising, but a new beginning. 
As Jon Dellandrea, vice-president and chief advance- 
ment officer at the U of T states, “Although the university 
has taken great strides, there is still much work to do 
[...] we must build on the momentum of the campaign’s 
success.” The university is already in cahoots with the 


Ontario Student Opportunity Trust Fund program, and 
has attracted over $114 million from the private sector. 
Crazy. 

As | write this, | am having difficulty in understanding 
why with all this money going towards student financial 
aid, the average student in the end does not really. get 
a taste of the pie. In this article alone there is approxi- 
mately $614 million mentioned that is designated for 
financial aid. All these numbers are encouraging, but if 
the U of T really wants to financially aid its students, how 
about picking up the book tab for a couple thousand stu- 
dents a year, or better yet, what if the university instead 
of raising tuition like they do every year, decrease it one 
or two thousand dollars depending on the program. 
Gestures such as this may be small and insignificant 
when compared to the bigger picture, but at least the 
average student actually sees where this money is 
going, and considering the amount of money the U of 
T is putting aside for financial aid, the institution could 
certainly afford it. 
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Linux: 


New Wave Computing 


Open Source software is sending shockwaves 
throughout the world of computing. The most wide- 
spread open source operating system is Linux. Linux 
is a Unix clone first created by Linus Torvalds in 1991. 
He wrote it as a part of a thesis and got other program- 
mers from universities around the world to help him. 
Eventually, the Linux movement started to attract cor- 
porate involvement in the form of Red Hat. The upstart 
coming had investments from major technology firms 
like Intel. Linux truly got corporate attention when IBM 
announced major support of Linux. Linux has been 
ported to work on all of IBM’s hardware platforms, from 
it's mainframes, midrange servers, to it’s POS machines 
(like cashier machines, etc.) Open Source gives more 
freedom to users and saves them considerable money. 

How does Linux majorly affect computing? Linux is 
free. Companies that make money off Linux either do 
so by selling hardware that runs on it, selling services, 
or by selling applications that will run of servers or main- 
frames that run it (such as IBM’s middleware products 
aimed at large companies and governments). Many 
government agencies and companies are adopting 
Linux because one can place a purchased copy of Linux 
on as many machines in an institution as one chooses. 
That is unlike Microsoft programs, which require a 
license for every copy that is installed. Linux has gained 
so much market-share from the commercial versions of 
Unix (which were notoriously expensive) that IBM has 
said it ultimately discontinue its Unix variant, Aix. Even 
Sun Microsystems has been forced to start selling Linux 
machines and offering Linux programs. 

The effects of this have already been enormous. 
Microsoft is cutting prices and increasing marketing in 
order to counter the Linux threat. Most hardware ven- 
dors, on the other hand, are embracing Linux in some 
form as Linux appears to be the next great thing. Linux 
will also save companies money because it will not 
push paid upgrades (like Windows does), on it’s con- 


Justin Samuels 


sumers every few years. And as Linux erodes Microsoft 
monopoly, that allows other software companies to 
have a chance at selling their applications. Previously, 
Microsoft was able to obliterate many of it's competitors 
by bundling it’s applications with the os. 

Many Linux advocates say that Linux is a good 
deal because the source code is publicly available, and 
therefore any institution that uses it can make whatever 
changes it wants to with the operating system. That 
is the opposite of proprietary software like Solaris or 
Windows, whose source codes are not publicly avail- 
able. Because the source code is available, it can be 
adapted to work on any type of computing device. Linux 
runs on watches, cellphones, cash registers, video 
game consoles, etc. Also, because it is free, hardware 
vendors that distribute Linux may do so at very cheap 
prices. Wal-Mart is now selling a Linare PC that runs 
Linux for only $200. This is the first major push of Linux 
on the desktop market that aimed at home consumers. 
Linux is finally the first viable competition to Microsoft 
to surface. 

Students can easily save money by downloading 
open source software. There are a number of programs 
that are downloadable via the internet. Open Office, an 
office program, does everything Microsoft Office does 
and more. It even can save files as pdfs. It can be 
downloaded for free from www.openoffice.org . Open 
Office runs on Windows, Linux, the Mac Os, and Free 
BSD Unix. For those students studying performing arts, 
Script Maker is a good program. It’ a free script (screen- 
play or stage play) writing program. It can be down- 
loaded for free from http://www.freefilmsoftware.co.uk/. 
Students can not only save money, but they are also 
supporting software programmers that put a lot of care 
into their products. This is so unlike certain vendors 
who just try to squeeze money out of people for yearly 
upgrades or subscriptions. 
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Schiczo-phonic Masterpiece Theatre 
Emergence Thrills the Senses 


Soo Anne Mahabir 


“You are about to enter into the mind of a schizo- 
phrenic. You will be subject to paranoia, auditory 
and visual hallucinations and extreme emotional 
distress. Prepare to Emerge.” 


; blown away with siapiey vel rhythmically 
ly rose revealing the players. This was 
mn he show was preceded by the UTSC 
ul’s Gun and Living Arrangments reviewed 


on page 42), 
_ We are Ce on a Sonic everyday journey through the eyes of 
ur protagonist and for some reason | am reminded of “the narrator” in 
_ “Fight Club”. The percussion, strong with bass, is accompanied by a few 
higher pitched quirks produced by beating on different everyday objects, 
_ like a glass bottle and a bowl. The most impressive aspect about this 
piece is the vast versatility of rhythmic phrases produced on these run- 
__ of-the-mill, mundane objects. Even more interesting is the way these 
_ phrases are put together. When | first saw “Emergence” | thought the 
-_ changes in rhythms were sloppy, maybe even out of time! Woe is me 
and my ignorance! | realized when | tore my eyes away from the three 
players and actually started to look at what was being shown to me, that 
___ this was a purely intentional “mishap”. It always kept me on the edge of 
my seat, so to speak, because it reflected the unstable nature of the mind 
_ of a schizophrenic. With the appearance of a nefariously crazy looking 
_ character (who seems to loom ominously on the outskirts of our hero's 
_ world) the drumming would become louder and brasher with a quick 
aced, erratic rhythm and th fi Im would become even blurrier and shaky 
ss 1S OUT lead frantically tries to escape his “stalker”. 
Be the: players themselves are also an element of interest, from their 
2 costing to their individual bearings. They are garbed in ingeniously 
multifaceted vestments, established as one whole by the similarity in 
ex style, yet appreciated as individuals due to the different colours used on 
~ each costume. This essence, whether purely intentional or just good luck, 
AS Clearly reflected in each individual's style of playing. Was it the creator's 
intent to represent the disordered thinking characteristic of schizophrenia 
; hrough these distinctive styles? Could it be, that coupled with the rhyth- 
mic beats, Loerchner purposely encourages the image of a whole working 
together, yet threatening to pull apart? Either way he does. These styles 
- range from a pinwheel wild to a sensual intense and a sedate dementia, 
which work well not only because of the obvious contrast but also the 
subtle similarities characteristic of all of the above. 
| left this production somewhat dazed, breathless and in awe, my 
~ senses happily exhausted. It was indeed an intense experience through 
and through, and was definitely better the second time ‘round. As the last- 
ing rhythms began to fade from my mind | thought to myself (and please 
forgive me this pun) “there is show that went out with a bang!” 
~ Gongrats to all involved, it was indeed one helluva ride. 
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In This Sacred Place 


Jane Vila 


Gallery 1265 (located beside UTSC’s Meeting Place) has a top- 
of-the-line multidisciplinary exhibit entitled Meeting Space: finding 


identity, dispersing borders. Presented by the University of Toronto . 


Arts Collective (UTAC), Gallery 1265 has a strong student commit- 
tee committed to exhibiting and supporting student work. And this 
exhibit definitely taps into our lives as individuals and students at 
UTSC. 

The curator, Sarah Milanes, having the benefit of working with 
a very creative and thoughtful artist, Angela Nardiello, executed 
the exhibit with high professionalism and insightful commentary. 
Through this exhibit, Nardiello dares to explore the temporal beauty 
of the Scarborough Valley through works such as that rock is painted 
white and In This Sacred Place, where an un-cut, untreated 60-foot 
piece of wallpaper was placed within the Valley. The placement of 
white material in nature is very surreal, still and spiritual. It inspires 
self-reflection. And it is very blatant in this goal. The exhibit also 
includes a painting made by Nardiello’s mom because /n this sacred 
place stirred up memories of her childhood. 

Personally, | would reserve the highest pedestal for Nardiello’s 
100 copper paintings. \t is a series of small photographs of copper 
paintings that Nardiello made throughout the campus. (The photos 
are placed in little plastic key chains that the viewers are asked to 
keep as reference) . The idea behind 100 copper paintings is bril- 
liant because Nardiello creates a literal visual connection between 
the emerging architectural landscape of UTSC’s newly reconstructed 
Academic Resource Centre (ARC) and how it may or may not com- 
pliment the existing structure. Does the “copper box library” match 
the concrete force of the old UTSC? But! guess the crystal spikes of 
the new Royal Ontario Museum (ROM) might be subject to the same 
criticism. And | love the new ROM plans. 

Nevertheless, critics are to artists what miracles are to scientists, 
you need to see it for yourself. Visit Gallery 1265 and see everything 
| haven't talked about. 


Meeting Space: finding identity, dispersing borders runs until 
Feb. 18. 


Arts 


Gallery 1265 


New Student Gallery exhib 


ae 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


The first art exhibit presented by the University of Toronto Arts 
Collective to come to Gallery 1265 (UTSC’s first student gallery 
and formerly known as The Gallery) opened this week. The exhibit 
shows the work of UTSC student and Toronto artist Angela Nardiello 
and is called Meeting Space: finding identity, dispersing borders, 
which attempts to explore our campus at UTSC, and welcomes 
others to consider the environment in which we are (supposed to 
be) learning. 

The exhibit takes a minimalist and unique approach to exploring 
UTSC, presenting a number of exhibits meant to inspire reflection 
upon the environment around us and, in doing so, come to identify 
more with our campus. One piece called close your eyes and take 
a walk is simply a group of blindfolds with a short message printed 
on them (see picture) that welcomes students to dawn the masks 
and consider exploring their surroundings from a new perspective. 
Another piece, /n This Sacred Place, is a joint project between the 
artist and her own mother. Considering the nature that surrounds the 
campus, the artist created a piece featuring photos of an area of the 
campus Valley, where 60 feet of wallpaper were mounted amongst 
the trees. Another piece exploring the surrounding nature of the 
Valley is called that rock is painted white and was created while the 
artist was standing in the Valley’s stream. Another piece called 100 
copper paintings explores the strange architecture of our campus. 

Each of these pieces takes a different approach to fine art and 
creates an impression that leads the viewer to think about the sour- 
roundings in which we spend our university years. It’s interesting 
that we spend so much time berating our campus for its gray and 
sometimes depressing appearance, the sterile atmosphere of some 
of its hallways and the way it resembles a bunker or a factory, but 
rarely do we even consider the large expanse of beautiful parkland 
available to us in the Valley or even surrounding Morningside park. 
We rarely ever stop to think about what might have inspired the 
structure of the buildings. Its refreshing to have an exhibit at our little 
Gallery that would inspire to take a refreshing look around us rather 
than outside of these walls. How many of us have even gone past 
the bridge in the valley? The art in this exhibit is intriguing not only 
for its attempts to turn our thoughts on the space around us but for 
its use of original approaches to the visual arts. 

If you’re interested in seeing Meeting Space, the exhibit will be 
showing at Gallery 1265 until February 18th. 
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close your eyes 
and take a walk 


That rock is 
painted white 
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Hart House Drama Festival Goes Underground 


Our intrepid writers tackle some of the highlights from this year’s festival... 


Congratulations to the 
UTSC productions of 
Living Arrangements 
and Paul’s Gun who 


both received an Award 
of Merit for cast and 
crew, and playwriting 
respectively. 


Thursday January 29th 


The Contemptation: St. Michael's 
College Drama Society 


The Contemptation was a scene that 
was very dark in nature. The words were 
very powerful in expressing themes of 
love, sorrow, and despair. The piece’s 
main focus was the notion of time, and 
how precious it is when we have it, and 
the consequences of not using it wisely 
before we leave this chaotic world..... | 
think. 

Although the overall dialogue of 
the characters was extremely invoking, 
their tones remained on the same level 
throughout the entire piece, which | 
believe caused some of the members of 
the audience and myself to loose focus at 
times. | found myself drifting off sporadi- 
cally and then not understanding what 
was occurring the moment | regained 
focus. Overall, the script was well written 
with powerful messages contained within 
it, but unfortunately, it left a huge ques- 
tion mark in my mind in the end. 


Megan O’Donoghue 


A Preposterous Watch: Victoria 


College Drama Society 


When | read the playwright’s com- 
ments | immediately felt that the writer 
was rather full of himself. In his notes he 
compares himself with such visionaries 
as lonesco and Wilde. But after seeing 
his piece on stage | realized that this 
script was a loving tribute to his over-the- 
top and absurdist heroes. 

Reminiscent of lonesco’s The Bald 
Soprano, the play takes place as the five 
decadently aristocratic characters spend 
their time on stage stringing together elo- 
quent psycho-babble. At one point they 
all move out of their roles and vocalize 
their inner personality, giving the illusion 
that they’ve actually broken character. In 
grand fashion they all end up downstage 
as the audience is hit with a barrage of 
nonsensical dialogue. Despite some 
strange lighting choices, the play is a tri- 
umph on many levels. It’s truly a sign that 
the art of absurdism is alive and well. 


Andrew C. Epstien 
Editor-In-Chief 


Living Arrangements: UTSC Drama 
Society 


The production Living Arrangements 
written and directed by Jessica de Bruyn 
was a sex farce involving the proper 
combination of set and actors. With a 
comedy where people are coming in and 
out of doors the most important aspect 
is timing and without the set design 


by Kevin Wright as well as the stage 
manager Genevieve Magtoto, this ele- 
ment would not have had its full effect. 
The. onstage chemistry seen between 
the characters Abby (Emily Breau), 
Noah (Steven Edgell), Emma (Stefania 
Indelicato), Chloe (Robin Sutherland), 
Mark (Matt Flowitt) and Will (Andrew 
Gardner) was a direct result of that very 
effect. In a play where all the characters 
were betting on who would end up dating 
whom and kissing each other it was 
enjoyable for the audience to see the 
couples discover their true feelings for 
each other and all the arrangements that 
led to those discoveries. 


Jessica Tokarz 
Staff Writer 


Friday January 30th 


Losing Berlin: The Hart House Drama 
Society 


Losing Berlin is a great play about a 
young German woman struggling with 
her beliefs during WWII. A series of 
monologues skillfully delivered by the 
sole actress, Kara Dymond, who also 
wrote the play, gives us a window into 
the world of a 1940’s German housewife. 
The live music, sung by Tamara Vaughn, 
was a brave choice, and it worked mar- 
velously. The director, Jesse Calvert, had 
this to say about the play: “This is a story 
that rings true the unsung heroes of the 
time and proves that sometimes a _per- 
fect life is not quite so. Through the use 
of music, lights, and a stellar actor | have 
attempted to create a window into the life 
of one woman who chose to make a dif- 
ference.” 


Paige Sevenson 
Paul’s Gun: UTSC Drama Society 


Paul’s Gun written by Andrew Tyler 
and directed by Sarah Baughman was 
a very powerful piece. Not only was it 
about what could happen when children 
get their hands on guns, but it explored 
how relationships effect our choices. 
Paul (Tom Nittoly) has many people at 
home, at school and in his neighborhood 
who all have influenced him in some 
way. At home Paul lives with his Uncle 
Lewis (Andrew Epstein) who shows 
him that regardless of all the darkness 
in the world love can still exist. Paul’s 
schoolmates Alex (Adam McNamera) 
and Jenny (Lianne Tripp) influence him 
since he feels the need to impress them. 
When the store, run by their friend Lenny 
(Aaron Ballantine) owns is held up by a 
robber (McNamera), Paul feels the need 
to protect him and takes matters into his 
own hands. In the process he learns 


many important things about life and at 
the same time the audience learns with 
him 


Jessica Tokarz 
Staff Writer 


The Atmosphere of Evil: Erindale 
Drama Club 


Erindale’s Friday entry for this year’s 
drama festival was in high contrast to the 
other shows of the same evening. Rather 
than following the somber or harrowing 
tip, Atmosphere of Evil is a clown show 
that explores the awful effects of the 
media on people simple minded enough 
to believe everything that they are told. 

The piece was well-acted and utilized 
classic clown techniques of repetition 
and stupidity. Of course, it wouldn’t have 
been entertaining if it didn’t have some 
real lessons about not following the herd, 
which it did. The one major drawback 
that was pointed out by the adjudicator, 
Anne-Marie Kerr was the lack of focus in 
varied parts of the production. It was a 
big problem considering that there was 
a lot going on with nine actors onstage 
throughout the whole thing. Other than 
that, the audience seemed to thoroughly 
enjoy the show (though half of them were 
easily from Erindale, as denoted by the 
buckwild response to the piece...and the 
similar response to the mentioning of the 
word “Erindale” throughout the course of 
the evening). However, | was entertained 
by Atmosphere of Evil even though | 
couldn't really hear myself clapping. 


Jamie-Lee Symister 
Saturday Januray 31st 
wreck’d: companytheatrecrisis 


Perhaps the darkest show in the 
entire festival, wreck’ is mentally 
exhausting and technically beautiful. The 
show revolves around a young woman 
named Ray whose life is thrown into 
turmoil by an unexpected pregnancy and 
her tragic way of dealing with it. 

The story moves back and forth 
between two stories. On the one hand 
we see Ray's life the way it was, and 
how it became the way it is. On the other 
hand we find her in a town that bears the 
plays name, making surreal deliveries of 
a miracle blue egg with two characters 
that seem to resemble people in her old 
life. 

With the use of some wonderful 
lighthing and sound cues, not to mention 
a real chicken carcass, the show is jar- 
ringly beautiful and surreal. 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 


i 
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Corporation 


| walked into The Corporation expect- 
ing a jaunty, Michael Moore-esque romp 
through the world of (don’cha just hate) 
capitalism. | expected some funny car- 
toons and maybe a celebrity, but nothing 
concrete or with a point, because tree- 
hugging left-wingers rarely have one. 

Not so! Despite the presence 
of Naomi “Give Up Your Worldly 
Possessions So | Will Be The Only One 
With A Loft” Klein, this film actually has 
something to say, and says it in a way 
that even a dedicated money-grubbing 
playa on the low like me would perk up 
his ears and say, “damn, jigga.” 

It was about a year ago that | was 
flabbergastedly (is that a word?) writing 
about a little documentary called Bowling 
For Columbine. After Michael Moore’s 
film blew up in the States, causing a stir 
at the Oscars and all that, news began 
to filter through the media that some of 
Moore’s information was falsified, and 
in fact, when one looked at the film 
objectively, one could see that there are 
definite flaws and holes in his logic more 
gaping than Courtney Love’s. It makes 
the left look bad, folks, when this occurs, 
because if Moore’s tactics are to manipu- 
late footage and mislead his audience 
with deceptive language, then 
how exactly is he different 
from Rumsfeld and Bush? 

But here’s The 
Corporation. Not quite as 
sensational as “Columbine”, 
but that’s a good thing. The 
film deals with, as one would 
expect, the nature of corpora- 
tions and their place in society. 

It begins with the dubious court 
decision that granted corpora- 
tions “person status” in the eyes 
of the law. From there, the film- 
makers examine the corporate 
entity as one would examine a psy- 
chiatric patient, according to the cri- 
teria outlined in the Manual of Mental 
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Psychopathic Corporate 


endas, | Heart U! 


we A 
ky nehadee Moore is an Ass. 


Sachin Hingoo 
Advertising Manager 


Disorders. The conclusion is that if the 
corporation is indeed a person, then it 
exhibits behaviour typical of psychopathy 
on a regular basis (see Figure A). We 
go through examples of companies like 
chemical giant Monsanto, who aggres- 
sively marketed their bovine growth 
hormone to dairy farmers as a way of 
increasing milk production, despite the 
fact that there is a surplus in milk sup- 
plies. In addition, these hormones have 
been known to cause deformities and the 
tainting of the milk itself. Towards the 
end of the film, we are privy to the story 
of a FOX News team which discovered 
the ramifications of Monsanto’s actions, 
only to have their work pulled from the air 
by FOX executives. Examples like these 
permeate the film, covering the gamut of 
coercive advertising, sweatshops, and 
the privatization of resources. Notice 
how | didn’t mention a fat man jabbering 
on about how George Bush is a stupid- 
head? Exactly. 

Critics have complained that Mark 
Achbar, Jennifer Abbott and Joel Bakan 
have failed to present the argument 
from the point of . 
view of ——— 


the companies, but the film is certainly 
more balanced than Moore’s efforts. 
Interviews with executives from com- 
panies like IBM, Pfizer, Initiative, and 
others are juxtaposed with critical think- 
ers like U of T professor Mark Kingwell, 
author Noam Chomsky, and yes, Moore 
himself. It’s also nice to see that this is 
a Canadian film. So while much of the 
content deals with American companies, 
it is taken from a perspective that we can 
relate to. 

While most documentaries of this 
nature are generally unwatchable (it’s 
pretty hard to make an issue like global- 
ization sexy enough for a wide-release 
film), Achbar, Abbot, and Bakan have 
toed the line between information and 
entertainment, giving The Corporation a 
slick yet informative style that is accessi- 
ble and palatable to the more intellectual 
end of the mainstream audience. And 
it's certainly more effective than hucking 
bricks. 


Rating: 4/5 


Abbott 


Film: The Corporation 


Writer: Joel Bakan 

Starring: Mark Kingwell, 
Noam Chomsky, Naomi Klein, 
Michael Moore 


Director: Mark Achbar, Jennifer 
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Railroad Tycoon 3 


“Training Wheels for BBA Students and Heavenly for Engineers” 


Gilbert Chan 


*Not valid with any other offer. At participating McDonald's Restaurants in Ontario. ©2004 McDonald's Restaurants of Canada Limited. For the exclusive use of McDonald's Restaurants of Canada Ltd. and its franchisees. 
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Game Play 

Railroad Tycoon 3 is all about the 
timeline in railroad history. There are 25 
distinct scenarios you can haul your way 
through. Each mission focuses on differ- 
ent true events around the world, such 
as World War Il. This sets it apart from 
most simulators in that it's based on real 
events that occurred, and circles around 
how locomotives transportation played a 
role in it. 

As a tycoon, your job is to accomplish 
certain goals within a set time frame. 
These could be as simple as hauling 
15 loads of ammunition to New York for 
WWII or as complicated as connecting 
two cities in a decade while your railroad 
gets blown up every 2 years by angry 
Mexicans. For extra motivation, you are 


awarded a Bronze, Silver or Gold medal 
for accomplishing certain extra goals. 
Say what? | am not the only tycoon? 
That's right; you’re not the only tycoon 
in the game! This is where the game 
becomes extremely interesting. The 
realism in this game lies not in fancy 
graphics but in the overall amount of 
control you have as an empire. Just like 
in the real world, you have the ability to 
raise capital by issuing bonds or stocks. 
These stocks are vulnerable to overall 
market cycles, they are purchasable by 
your competitors, they make dividends, 
and of course, you can even purchase 
enough stocks to initiate a hostile take- 
over of your competitors! The features | 
listed are only a glimpse of the economic 
realism embedded, but these alone open 
up a whole new dimension in the game. 
Of course, if stocks aren’t your thing, 
you can always try your hand in industrial 
development. Raw material extraction 
and manufacturing plants are all avail- 
able for grabs, or if your prefer, build 
your own for a couple of million bucks. 
Similar to the stock market, industries in 
Railroad Tycoon 3 are subject to the laws 
of supply and demand. Variables such 
as distance from suppliers and buyers 
of each industry will regulate revenue. 
As well, you are vulnerable to unpredict- 
able events such as mad cow decease 
which will floor your investments in meat 
industries. Generally, a player can make 
millions in industries or stock markets 
without even laying down a single rail. 
What puts this game together was 
the choice of micromanaging all these 
cool features or putting it on auto man- 
agement mode. Every station and train 
car can be highly customized to carry 
specific cargos or travel a predefined 


route. All this customization causes the 
rhythm of the game to become choppy 
for large railroad networks. The game 
addresses this common issue by having 
specific buttons that allow you to change 
the attribute of many things at once. Life 
would be more interesting if they had 
computers back then, wouldn’t it? 


Graphics 

As mentioned before, graphics isn’t 
this game’s strength. Everything is in 
3D, an upgrade from Railroad Tycoon 
2. 3D means that you can zoom infinitely 
instead of the typical 2x 4x 10x fixed 
scale. The models of the train cars are 
nicely detailed, considering there are so 
many of them steaming about. Details in 
the cities are below average, the biggest 
city is represented by only 20 small build- 
ings, none of which are decent. Then 
again, | was so busy building rail that | 
hardly had time to zoom in to check out 
the fine Japanese architecture of my sta- 
tions. So in general, don’t expect visuals 
you find in 2D Sims based on pre ren- 
dered images, instead, brace yourselves 
for low resolution, low detail graphics. 


Overall 

Aside from graphics, Railroad Tycoon 
3 filled my train set fantasies as a child, 
but at the same time challenged my utili- 
zation in simple finance and economics. 
For those who don’t play games, there’s 
no reason to worry because this game 
comes with a no frills tutorial to help you 
get used to the user friendly interface. 
So if you want to build a little rail, take 
over a few companies, make a couple of 
million bucks, or just want to feel like you 
run the world, then Railroad Tycoon 3 is 
your world. 


It’s all good. 


A different McDeal’ 


Everyday $4.69 


(plus tax)* 


™ 


’m lovin’ it 
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Smarten Up! 


Christian Lucier 
News/Life Editor 


There is a serious problem at UTSC that needs 
to be addressed. Parking. Over the last couple of 
weeks our campus has been barraged with snow, which 
means the parking lots get covered with a thick white 
blanket, hiding all the yellow parking lines. One would 
think that since UTSC is a commuter’s school, most 
students would know how to handle situations such as 
these. For the most part, it is expected that a student 
would park his or her car in a fashion that would: 1) 
allow other cars to get in and out, and 2) not block the 
main passageways. However, at UTSC we have a 
number of individuals, | mean morons, who for the life of 
me cannot grasp this concept... 

Take for instance, last Monday when | was driving 
into one of the outer lots for a morning class. It snowed 
the night before, and the parking lot was covered with 
about five to ten centimeters of snow. As | flashed my 
annoyingly stupid parking pass for the gates to open 
and turned left into the lot, what | saw before me com- 
pletely blew my mind. Normally in the parking lots, cars 
park in rows of two, and for very good reason. When 
cars park in rows of two, both the car in the first row 
and second row can get out. However, the sight before 
me on this Monday displayed students parking rather 
quickly in rows of three. Rows of three! If | had any 
decent drawing skills, | would draw a diagram, but in a 
nutshell, when cars park in rows of three the middle car 


life 


is shit out of luck because they are trapped. 

Now, as | watched the car before me park in the 
row of three, just like the car before him did, my jaw 
dropped. If any of you, and | am sure there are many of 
you on campus, have been blocked in before, know how 
utterly frustrating and trying it is to be stuck and not able 
to do anything about it. Getting blocked in a parking lot 
is akin to being in a lifeboat with no oars. There is abso- 
lutely nothing the trapped individual can do besides sit 
and wait it out. Sadly, there are no tow trucks to the 
rescue or magic fairies to lift the blocked vehicle out of 
the array of cars. When you’re blocked in, it is just you 
and your pain in the ass situation. 


It amazes me how UTSC can boast itself as “the 
meeting place for great minds,” when some of its stu- 
dents full knowingly park their cars in a fashion that 
throws a monkey wrench into the whole system of 
a parking lot. Parking a car is as easy as tying your 
shoes, there really is no margin for error, except at this 
campus. So please, to those individuals out there who 
are careless when it comes to parking their vehicles, 
smarten up and use your head. Make sure on those 
snowy days that the veichles around your car have 
enough space to move and get out. The lesson here 
seems to be common courtesy, a lesson a few people 
on campus have obviously skipped. 


The other day | was asked to do a Valentine article 
from the nerd perspective. Since I’ve seen more than a 
few of my friends blow it in the last little while, as well 
as more than a few screw-ups on my own part, | don’t 
feel particularly qualified to tell nerds how to find a sig- 
nificant other. But I'll attempt to provide a few tips for the 
nerds reading this, then I'll explain a little about nerds in 
general, so our quirks are a little better understood. 
First off, you do need to get out once in a while. For 
' us Scarborough students, that can be as simple as a 
_ trip to the Fossil every Tuesday night. By getting out you 
: get to see members of the opposite/same sex that are 
A hot, possibly available, and most of all, REAL. | know 
__ it's fun to look at the boobies/weiners links on Fark, but 
4 honestly, they're sooo much more fun in real life. 


Nerds on the Prowl 


Second, the only people that you impress by show- 
ing how much you can fit in your mouth are guys, and 
even then, you're pushing your luck in some cases. So 
guys, before you show that girl you’re trying to impress 
that you can eat a Krispy Kreme doughnut whole, real- 
ize that you could probably get further by offering it to 
them. 

Conversation is an inevitable hurdle that everyone 
has to overcome: talking to the person you're interested 
in. Now I’m sure that a lot of you know that you can’t 
talk about all the things that you like to talk about when 
you're trying to woo a member of the opposite/same 
sex, and for those of you that don’t, now you do. This 
isn’t as bad as it sounds, and you can apply a lot of 
the things covered here to normal conversation, as 
well (which gives you a good opportunity to practice). 
Generally no one wants to know your 3dmark scores, or 
how you played Final Fantasy X-2 for 23 hours straight. 
What do you talk about, then? Well, it’s ok to talk about 
movies that are playing in theatres, any recent or 
upcoming school events, or TV (i.e. Family Guy, the 
Apprentice, Futurama, etc...). Be warned, however, talk- 
ing about Return of the King is cool, but it’s not cool to 
point out every little discrepancy between the book and 
the movie, it’s things like these that scare people away. 

A few tips about nerds in general for the population 
so that they are prepared for the deluge of peculiarities 
specific to the culture. 


Mike Scott 


We're as varied a society as any other, some of 
us obsess about Lord of the Rings, some about Star 
Wars, and others Star Trek, and this is just the tip of the 
iceberg. If the nerd you’re talking to somehow strays 
into his or her particular obsession, rather than stopping 
them outright or turning tail and running, try to politely 
steer the conversation towards something that you can 
both participate in. 

For the most part we're socially inept (myself 
included). This doesn’t only include conversation, as 
some of us aren't particularly concerned about our 
hygiene, and most of us aren’t concerned with how to 
dress. This shouldn't be too much of a problem if they're 
interested in you, since if you tell them politely and offer 
guidance, they'll be more than willing to try and improve 
in those areas. On that note, if they’re particularly badly 
dressed, take them shopping; don’t go all out, but help 
them pick out an outfit or two, pretend they're your own 
personal Ken doll for the day; it'll be fun, | promise. Be 
gentle though, we don’t have much self-esteem when 
we're away from our computers. 

Well, that’s all I’ve got for this issue, Good luck with 
love boys & girls. 


P.S. If you do get a date, be sure to make sure 
they confirm, otherwise you might not actually have 
anything. 


Groundworks 


arks 


Aaliyah 
Patrick Mifsud 
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If you know of an event that might benefit from a little bit of buzz (i.e. Ticketmaster is not involved) 
let us know by sending an email with “EVENTS” in the subject line to: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 

The Underground and its staff do not guarantee any information printed in this listing. Due to the 
often sketchy nature of such events, the details are liable to change, or be outright false. Make use of 
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any contact information provided beforehand.... and otherwise, have fun! 


FEB 3 - 20 - Meeting Space: finding 
identity, dispersing borders. Works 
by Angela Nardiello. Opening Night 
Reception - Tues, Feb. 3, 7:00 pm. Open 
to all. 

For more information, contact the 
University of Toronto Arts Collective at 
utac@utsc.utoronto.ca 

FEB. 11 - Killer Karaoke Simply the best 
collection of Karaoke in the city! - More 
bad Karaoke then you can shake a 
microphone at - Over 200 cool Guys and 
hot chicks. - Discount beverages (and 
we ain't talkin’ Lemonade!) - A huge 80’s, 
new rock/alternative and metal collection 
of karaoke tunes, sing your heart out! 
Hosted by Dj, bDOLT, Lazarus, Cas and 
Sid. No cover, doors 10pm, 19+, at 
Funhaus club & concert hall, 526 Queen 
St. W. 

FEB 12 - EDEN ANTS - Free LIVE 
Concert Life in the so-called Space 
Age presents Eden Ants live. Mainroom 
- 10:00 - 11:00 - Dj bOLT (electro/ 
alternative, retro) 11:00 - 11:45 - Eden 
Ants (electro/alternative, pop) 11:45 - 12: 
00 - continuous clapping 12:00 - Close 
- Dj Lazarus (electro/alternative, retro) 
Backroom - 10:00 - Close - Dj Phink 
(psytrance/electro) 19+, no cover. At 
Funhaus club & concert hall, 526 Queen 
St. W. 

FEB 13 - MQM Punk Extravaganza 
*new* At Toronto’s Hard Rock Cafe’s 
Club 279 featuring Stars Still Falling 
(recording artrists from Detroit, Ml), Test 
Monkey, The Love Letter Refuge and 
Struck By Truth, Comic Stevie G with 
tons of giveaways and Ms. Barbra Fisch 
spinning the tunes. 279 Yonge Street, 
Toronto. Doors at 9pm. $7. 19+. for more 
info contact www.metalqueenmgmt.ca 
FEB 13 - DISTORTED CIRCUITRY 


Heavy aggro/electro-industrial and guitar 
trance @ The Vatikan! Sexy undead go- 
go dancers, hideous hanging torsos, and 
gruesome prizes with DJ SeVeR and 
guest DJ Echovoid playing guitar trance! 
DJ Morgana will be away for this month 
only. This event happens the second 
Friday of each month. The Vatikan, 1032 
Queen St. W. 

FEB 17 - Numbers, Les Georges 
Leningrad, The -Sick Lipstick, Trin 
Tran, Ninja High School, DJ Mikey 
Apples and more, Gladstone, $10-$12. 
Tickets at Magic Pony, Rotate This and 
Soundscapes. 

APR 5 - Squarepusher - Phoenix, $18. 
416-870-8000. www.rootmeansquare.ca 
FEB 28 - Hardkore 6.66 *new* 
SMERK;‘) Presents HARDKORE v6.66 
Saturday February 28th 2004 Oasis. 
294 College Street Toronto. Ontario. 
Canada. 19+. 10pm. $5 ADJUST 
(detroit) LowRes [techno breakcore] 
OHVOV vs. the BLAMESHIFTER 
famefame [teletubbies fellating — shit] 
DEAD OF WINTER [true black metal 
featuring DTrash’s SCHIZOID on vocals] 
CRUSHKILL Here’s My Card [industrial 
techno] visualz by pin:ksox & recognoize 
www.dtrashrecords.com 

MAR 5 - CMW (The Divine) *new* 
the DiVinE invade Canadian. Music 
Week. upstairs @ the El mocambo 
464 Spadina Ave Toronto ON. doors 8: 
30 the DiVinE on stage at 9pm sharp 
cover $6 or free with CMW wristband 
www. virtualdivinity.net for more details 
MAR 11 - The Pink Floyd Experience A 
combination of light, sound and music of 
Pink Floyd in a theatre setting. This is a 
not a live performance by Pink Floyd!! At 
the Hummingbird Centre, 8pm. Tix from 
ticketmaster. 


UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 
Buying something? 
Selling something? 
Massaging something? 
UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 


Starting in our next issue, the Underground will 

be running classified ads as a service to UTSC 
students, for the low low price of nothing*. That’s 
right, nothing*. Please submit your classifieds to 
ug_classys@hotmail.com. Please, be reasonable. 

We can only print messages that are short, sweet, and 
interesting. 


*The Underground reserves the right to refuse to print a 
classified ad for whatever reason we want. 


Next Issue of the Underground: Coming February 25th 


The Underground Online... it’s qlmost bette 
http ://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~ und 
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Underground: 


More Powerful than you could possi ly imagine... 


"We are such stuff 
as dreams are 
made on; and 
our little life ts 
rounded with a 


sleep" 


walk in with your 


taxes 


Directed by 
Michal Schonberg 


Music by 
Alexander Rapoport 


Set Design by 
Joe Madziak 


Lighting Design by 
Kevin Wright 


March 11-13 
18-20, 2004 
8:00 p.m. 


Leigha Lee Browne 


i" Theatre 
ee ake, $8 Students/Seniors 
or visit $10 Others 


Box Office: 416-287-7007 
Info: 416-287-7076 

University of Toronto at Scarborough 
1265 Military Trail 

(South of Hwy 401 at Morningside) 
www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~cultural 


H&R BLOCK 
Presented by 


Cultural Affairs and the 
Visual.and Performing Arts 
Program of the University of 
Toronto at Scarborough 


*Restrictions apply. Students who qualify must be “full time” 
with attendance of four or more months at a university or college. 
Offer expires soon and Is good only at participating offices. 

See office for details. 


Wndergroun 


Needs You, Fools ! 


SCSP (Scarborough Campus 
Student Press) is currently 
looking for a new Chief Returning 
Officer (CRO), to help implement 
upcoming elections. Resumes are 
currently being accepted. 


phone: 416.287.7054 
email: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


“Just Kidding, you're not fools... except you. 


Wednesday, February 25, 2004 


The Hopeless and the Hopeful: 
The Death of the GPA 


Two issues ago The Underground published 
English Professor Garry Leonard’s article regarding 
the weight students place on their GPAin comparison 
with what they actually learn while they strive for their 
degrees. Andrew Rampersaud wrote a letter, printed 
in the last issue, responding to what he thought was 
some sort of idealist myopia on Leonard’s part. 


p.6 


sexpert Sue Johanson 
Visits UTSC 


On Tuesday, Feb. 17, sex expert Sue Johanson 
gave a presentation to large group of students 
secluded in a large S-Wing classroom. It was an 
event sponsored by SAC UTSC bearing the title 
“Everything you ever wanted to know about sex: The 
myths, the mysteries and the magic!” Before her talk, 
| sat down with Sue to ask a few questions about her 
experiences and modern sexual attitudes. 
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Submission Policy 


At The Underground we love unsolicited material, 
especially letters and opinion pieces. Should such 
material be typed and emailed (undergnd@utsc.ut 
oronto.ca) to The Underground's snazzy portable 


Holly Cousineau, Gordon Lane, Kevin Pighin, Mike  AS’t Production 


Scott, Jessica Tokarz 


Art Director 
Contributors: : 
Andrew Rampersaud, Kevin Chan, Julia Che, | News Editor 
Uriel Mendoza 
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Life Editor 
Mail: The Underground, U of T Scarborough Copy Editor 
1265 Military Trail, Room S-364 
Scarborough, ON On-Line Editor 
M1C 1A4 
Phone: 416.287.7054 Advertising Manager 
Email: — undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca Accounting Manager 


Web: http://www.scar.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 
Accounting Assistant 
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James Relunia 
John Loerchner 
Christian Lucier 
Keith Friedlander 
Christian Lucier 
Sarah Milanes 
Mike Guglietti 
Sachin Hingoo 
Millie Ng 


Juliana Lam 


by or before noon on the Friday prior to the desired 
publication date, we will more than likely print it. We 
kindly ask that submissions include the writer's name, 
email, and student number. 


Submissions become the property of The Under- 
ground and may or may not be published at the whim 
of The Editorial Board. The Board reserves the right to 
poke fun at submissions, post them on the wall in The 
Underground's snazzy portable (for the enjoyment 
of our staff and guests) or alter them in print in any 
way provided it is so acknowledged. By submission, 
authors implicitly bow down to the total editorial control 
of The Editorial Board and freely consent to the addi- 
tion witty comments and criticisms (especially in the 
case of libelous or malicious submissions) courtesy 
of the snarky editors. 


For a more official-sounding Letters and Opinions 
Policy contact undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


The Underground 
is published by the 
Scarborough Campus 
Student Press, a non- 
profit corporation. It 
is funded by way of a 
direct levy to students 
of the University of 
Toronto Scarborough 
Campus, and through 
local and national 
advertising. The 
Underground is a 
member of Canadian 


University Press 
(CUP). 
Pea We aeRO 


The Underground 


Editorial | Letters 


Reading Week Makes It 
Hard To Write An Editorial 


This is the most difficult editorial that I've ever had to write. Not for 
any emotional or moral reason, but simply because reading week has 
left me with no idea of what to write about. Most people I’ve spoken to 
didn’t really do anything during reading week. |, myself, managed to 
escape to Ottawa for a couple days where | single-handedly defeated 
an entire fleet of invading aliens... well not really. By that | mean that | 
did almost nothing and | was very happy to do it. 

So how do you kick off an issue with enthusiasm when you've 
spent the past week doing nothing but get smashed and do homework 
(perhaps not in that order)? By telling you that reading week could do 
nothing to stop the intrepid staff here at The Underground from deliver- 
ing to you, hot and fresh, the latest from our sick little minds. 

Perhaps the most intriguing discussion to arise this year was 
started by Prof. Garry Leonard’s article in Issue 11 about the actual 
relevance of your GPA. The discussion continues in this issue with 
our Copy Editor Sarah Milanes and Staff Writer Gordon Lane adding 
their two cents. All of you reading this are encouraged to send in your 
thoughts on the subject (which means emailing with the address at the 
bottom of this page). 

We've also got an interview with sex-ed guru Sue Johanson, a 
whole lot of reviews, and some news on SCSU doing some major 
housecleaning. So always remember... whether it’s serving as your 
forum for expression, or fighting the merciless alien hordes, The 
Underground will always be there for you... well not really. 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 
metalresidue@hotmail.com 


The nations of the world will have 

to unite, for the next war will be an 
interplanetary war. The nations of the 
Earth must someday make a common 
front against attack by people from 
other planets. 


= Gain ral 1 ewan 


America i is no 5 longer peed by 
vast oceans. We are protected from 
attack only a vi ice ¢ action « 


mailto: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 
subject: letters 


Students question the relevance of a 
University education 


As | sit here this Monday night, after 
what was supposed to be a week’s worth 
of catching up on readings, | am once 
more editing a response that was spurred 
by a letter that Prof. Garry Leonard wrote 
and was published in The Underground’s 
Jan. 28 issue”. It is interesting to see the 
progression, and the amount of really 
thought out replies to that article — first 
Andrew Rampersaud’s (perhaps cynical?) 
response in our Feb. 11 issue and now, 
Gordon Lane’s response to both articles 
as well as Fragile G. Tossa and Deryck 
Ramcharitar’s article on how a professor 
has inspired them to take the school phi- 
losophy outside of the classroom. 

All articles inspire debate and discus- 
sion and an evaluation of what an educa- 
tion, more specifically, a University educa- 
tion really means. Personally, this ques- 
tion holds more relevance this year than it 
has in the past. Perhaps it’s because I’m 
a couple of months away from graduating 
and these self-reflective thoughts are just 
part of the process. It’s a bit futile to think 
of whether or not the last four years have 
been a waste of time, energy and money 
when | am this close to getting my degree 
- so | am quite glad that those are not the 
thoughts flowing in my head right now. | 
have no regrets about the path | took, 
in fact, I'm quite surprised about feeling 
fairly satisfied with my program regard- 
less of how much | have bitched in the 
past about the amount of debt this degree 
is causing me as well as an instructor or 
two that failed miserably in their capacity 
to teach. 

So what made the difference? 

Clichéd as it is, it was the professors 
who motivated debate, discussions and 


criticisms — the ones who pushed you 
into a corner or force you to criticize 
things that you actually agree with; the 
ones who took discussions beyond the 
classroom and onto web boards and e- 
mails. But most of all, it was the peers 
that were willing to share their thoughts 
and ideas that made the difference. 

There is no doubt that a lot of students 
get too concerned about their GPA or the 
fact that most of the courses in UTSC 
provide little leeway in facilitating debates 
and discussions -- whether it be due to 
class size and/or the way the lectures are 
structured — and that there is a lot of room 
for improvement in the way the University 
treats a student more as an individual 
than a student number. Perhaps a com- 
puter science student’s perspective and 
expectation of a University education and 
experience is quite different from that of 
a humanities student. Regardless of the 
reasons, we, as students should realize 
and recognize the fact that we have an 
active role to play in the way our educa- 
tion is and should be shaped: a syllabus 
should not dictate the borders and limita- 
tions of the learning experience. 

Perhaps Gordon Lane is right in stat- 
ing (on pg. 6) that “It is the content of the 
education, not the result that is the reason 
education exists at alli And perhaps our 


peers play a bigger part than we realize. 


Sarah Milanes 
Copy Editor 


*If you missed that issue, you can check 
the article — “Why are you here?” online - http: 
//Iwww.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/issues/23/ 
11/opinions1.shtml 


Taking Classroom Philosophy Out of Class 


Do you know how to take the school philos- 
ophy outside of classroom? How to translate it 
from philosophic language into one related to 
you personally? Have you ever come across 
schooling that did not interfere with your edu- 
cation? 

Paying (i.e. being a customer of a school 
service) is only very limited part of being a 
student. The other part, of course, is the bag- 
gage in your mind with which you leave the 
university. To check if you’re packed well or 
not ask yourself if you would have come here 
if no one required your degree, your credits or 
your grades; would you still register with this 
glorious, world renowned, Non Governmental 
Organization? 

We confess that after almost four years 
at U of T we are packing away some valu- 
able belongings. A good part of it came from 
someone at UT called David Carvounas that 


has been willing to be not simply a teacher 
of political philosophy, but (maybe even 
unknowingly) be a life-wisdom teacher. We 
stress professor because he embodies much 
of what we believe a professor should. 

It is from his Machiavelli lecture that we 
learnt that to succeed one seeks ‘Virtu’ and 
“Fortuna” (Latin for Virtue and Fortune). 
Virtue is almost by definition a genetic phe- 
nomenon. Fortuna, on the other hand, is not 
to be confused with a simple probability of 
occurrence. Instead it is a treasure that you 
don’t need to wait around for, but go after 
and profit from. We have found in Professor 
Carvounas’ class that very Fortuna, right 
there, wishing to be found, and willing to 
give. 

Too often do people wonder: how are 
Plato, Hegel, or Machiavelli directly respon- 
sible for our success in life? 


httpi//www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 


Opinions 


Well...Firstly, what we’re taught in 
class is not blindly memorizing concepts, 
such as: “what did the philosopher X 
signify for the Western world?” 

That indeed happens in some classes, 
but not with Professor Carvounas. 
Instead, students learn to understand 
the complexity of philosophers’ mes- 
sages, which teaches how to deal with a 
broad range of intricate literary materials. 
Ancient and modern philosophers were 
skillfully used in his lectures as a vehicle 
towards understanding socio-historical 
perspectives. He presented us with a his- 
tory of critical thinking, challenging us to 
join in on that dialogue and equipping us 
to do so effectively. He was seen in every 
lecture engaging us as the consummate 
devil’s advocate, inciting our passions. 

Why learn all that? 

One can ask whether one would want 
to, personally. For us this class was an 
enriching experience. In a more general 
sense, this class develops your capabili- 
ties to think broadly and independently. 
By comparing these newfound capabili- 
ties to those of the ancient and modern 
thinkers, as well as to those of your 
classmates you excel in learning and 
understanding everything else that you 
will possibly do. . 

To be honest, all the philosophers we 
covered in class are only partly responsi- 
ble for our education. The major teaching 
is actually mastered by Professor David 
Carvounas whom we would indisputably 
call an artist in the higher sense of the 
word. For, he miraculously transforms 
classroom into a reflecting mirror. In it 
bounce students’ ideas, which become 
more sophisticated with each lecture. 
Professor Carvounas conducted discus- 
sions in class that somehow fully embod- 
ied the curriculum formulae but most 
importantly welcomed your opinion, your 
thought. Each day with him was. chal- 
lenging and exhilarating. You just simply 
don't miss his class. You just don't. 

Sensitive and interested souls are 
constantly in need of intangible and 
inexhaustible nurturing. Once they find 
that source of nutrition they grow at a 
rate of an exponential function, lusting 
for yet more increasing supply of chal- 
lenging problems to resolve, to attack. 
Since their potential is unlimited, so are 
their demands. Professor Carvounas 
has the skill to recognize that, and in 
doing so facilitated the conditions for the 
real intellectual take-off. We can call his 
classroom a place of higher education. 
The same cannot be said about much of 
the school. In Russia there is a proverb: 
“Tell me who your friend is and | will tell 
you who you are”. One can draw a direct 
parallel by substituting ‘friend’ for ‘Prof’. 
Truly unique pedagogic skill is hard 
to undervalue. Professor Carvounas 
deserves this special attention... Our 
classmates laugh at the fact that if he 
were to suddenly begin teaching at York 
or elsewhere we would unquestionably 
register for his course. He would not be 
short of the same loyal crowd, amazed 
by how much of himself he is willing to 
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give. 

THIS PARAGRAPH IS DEVOTED 
TO YOU GUYS. FOR WITHOUT YOU 
GUYS THE SCHOOL WOULD JUST 
NOT BE. 


Professor Carvounas is like an artis- 
tic director, who conducts intense lecture 
discourses. This discourse is more 
important then the best lecture notes. In 
his class your mind is one big note taker. 
In his class we learn HOW to learn. For 
if you have the key to HOW to learn, it 
means you have the key to success. 
D. Carvounas has taught his students 
exactly that! 

Philosophy with professor Carvounas 
was not simply a course; it was also a 
journey in search of your own philosophy. 
We began building our own fortresses of 
principles and truths. Some people have 
difficulty doing that after a lifetime. D. 
Carvounas helps to speed up that pro- 
cess. It is his intense interaction with 
students that performs this miracle. His 
class is like an intellectual ping pong 
game. It was up to each of us - students 
to take advantage of the Fortuna that 
professor Carvounas offered. You would 
have learnt everything including the art 
of debating, gaining knowledge of higher 
level speaking and writing expression, a 
whole lot about human values and about 
your values. Professor Carvounas allows 
for your individuality to develop, as you 
participate in the vibrant class discus- 
sions that he conducted even after the 
lecture was long over. 

Meet him, talk to him, try remember- 
ing him and you will also become con- 
vinced that ideal, responsive, student- 
oriented teachers do exist. Our school 
does have its stars that project passion 
and wish for you TOO, to become one of 
the “Great Minds of the Future”. 

Our fascination with the truly talented 
professor sort of suggests that it must be 
a rare phenomenon. Should it be...? 

It is particularly sad when an institu- 
tion cannot recognize the extraordinary. 
The student-professor relationship is 
THE institutional relationship that signi- 
fies the quality of your education. We are 
losing Professor Carvounas to that exact 
flaw of our university. We know there 
are many, who also think that Professor 
Carvounas’ leave is detrimental to his 
students and to the university as a whole. 
We hope our voice is strong and loud 
enough to bring attention to where it is 
needed. All this said, however, we really 
just want all students to have the same 
opportunity we did. 

Of course at the end of the day we all 
have our own choices to make but some- 
times those choices can affect someone 
else, in which case these choices inherit 
the notion of responsibility. Socrates was 
executed for “corrupting” the youth, and 
not obeying the laws of the land. In its 
own small way, this happened at our 
school. 


Fragile G. Tossa and Deryck 
Ramcharitar 
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If you think it sucks to be 
you, imagine being them 


Andrew Rampersaud 


I’m a downtowner, that’s right I'm different from most of you. That's the 
mindset | had during my first weeks at UTSC. In those first weeks, | absolutely 
loathed school, which is of course, characteristic of most frosh (Or “first-years”, 
| know some of you can’t stand that “frosh” shit the university created.). The dif- 
ference with me though was that | had more reasons to hate school. One of the 
things that | hated, in addition to being a double-cohort-guinea-pig-of-a-first- 
year, was traveling. Traveling, for me is well, what can | say, traveling is a bitch. 
With no car, | trek on the TTC for a good hour and a half to get to UTSC and | 
break even in terms of the time it takes to get back home. What this means of 
course is that | spend three hours traveling to school everyday. Sometimes, | 
spend more time on the TTC then | do in class. My days start earlier and my 
nights stretch longer. All this because my program, journalism, is here at UTSC 
and not on the St. George campus which is closer to home. 

Of course, like many students that attend UTSC, being a commuter is just 
what comes with the experience. It’s just something you have to get used to 
and learn to accept. Thus | shouldn’t make such a big deal out of it; | should 
just be the mature adult | know | am and just embrace it. However, unlike most 
commuters at UTSC, I’m a downtowner; my experiences differ and affect my 
life in a different way, especially when considering how it affects and creates a 
symbiotic relationship with my separate experience of being a first-year. 

For most first-years, the inaugural year at university is a time of re-social- 
ization. You come to realize a couple of things, but one thing you realize is 
the the same practices you used to get here don’t work here. You have to start 
over. Eventually you grasp that you are in a place where not everyone knows 
your name, and where seemingly, no one cares about your existence. No one 
is going to call home if you skip an entire week of school, no one is going to 
tell you to do anything, and if you don’t want to do anything, you have no one 
to blame but yourself. It’s all a re-socialization process though, and eventually, 
most first-years will internalize all of this and all the fragments of confusion will 
materialize into something that makes sense. 

However, my experiences have yet to make any sense to me. Being a first- 
year, being forced to find myself by myself is lot harder when you feel like you 
don’t belong. When | travel from my home downtown to school in Scarborough 
everyday, I’m not just traveling from point A to point B -- | am traveling between 
two worlds, one | know and feel secure in, the other | don’t feel attached to, but 
know | should. The re-socialization process had no effect on me. As | traveled 
back and forth, the status of my affinity with the campus wavered to and fro. 

One day though, as | was looking out the spit-shined windows of my 
subway car, | had a revelation, one that put everything into perspective. | 
remember that | was a product of the double-cohort. Quickly, with my con- 
scious being the narrator, | saw the big motion picture in my head and realized 
that Scarborough was the right place for me. 

Earlier in the the year as | perused though The Underground | noticed that 
there were some first-years that couldn't find one good thing to say about their 
experiences here. Reading the testimonials of some of these people gave me 
perspective. They showed me that some people can be so egotistical with 
what they want, that they actually can end up being so ungrateful for what they 
have. You're right, this ain’t social hour, it’s just my two cents in a free newspa- 
per. I’m not going to front, there are problems here at UTSC, but just imagine 
going to school on the St. George campus. 

Be thankful that our campus isn’t bearning the brunt of the double cohort 
the way the St. George campus is. The campus is over-saturated with people; 
there, you really are a number. Establishing and sustaining relationships is 
hard when you only see the people you have class with for, on average, a 
meagre three hours a week. At UTSC, you have at least a sliver of hope of 
bumping into someone you know. The capacity for some of the biggest lecture 
halls on the St. George campus are in four figure. So if you really can’t stand 
the fact that you can’t always ask questions during lectures or stand the rhyth- 
mic clicking of pens in the ARC at UTSC, just be grateful you don’t have to sit 
in a lecture down at the St. George campus where nobody will give a damn 
about your inquiries. Furthermore, because our lectures are smaller at UTSC 
we have an advantage over our St. George counterparts in that we will at least 
have a chance to develop much more intimate connections with our courses, 
and it will be easier to develop meaningful relationships with our instructors. 
What I’m getting at here is this: as much as you think it sucks to be you, just 
imagine how much more it would suck to be them. 


The Underground 


Continuing the Dialogue 
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The Hopeless and the Hopeful: 
The Death of the GPA 


Gordon Lane 
Staff Writer 


Two issues ago The Underground published English 
Professor Garry Leonard’s article regarding the weight 
students place on their GPA in comparison with what 
they actually learn while they strive for their degrees. 
Andrew Rampersaud wrote a letter, printed in the last 
issue, responding to what he thought was some sort of 
idealist myopia on Leonard’s part. Rampersaud stated 
that University is not a place for the “true inquirer” where 
knowledge is more important than numbers. The black 
to Leonard’s white. 

Hopefully The Underground can provide some sort 
of mediation between the two views. 

The main difficulty in assessing the importance of 
a University education, as Professor Leonard outlined 
at the start of his article, is whether its importance is in 
the degree itself or in the wisdom and insight that must 
supposedly be achieved in order to earn the symbolic 
degree. That piece of paper is a city key, so to speak, 
and opens all those fancy doors of the professionally 
schmoozing world. The rEsumE lists off an “Honours 
B.A.”, and now they might actually consider you for an 
interview. And what of graduate studies? Your GPA 
must be up there on the rim of that crystal champagne 
glass to be considered for a masters program. 

There are students (and though we have no evi- 
dence on the matter it seems Mr. Rampersaud may 
be one of them) who feel that it is, indeed, the piece 
of paper that is the meaning of a University education. 
But how do you get that piece of paper? the Professor 
asks. 

How are you getting there, Mr. Rampersaud? Recall 
his letter of the previous issue and you will find him talk- 
ing of those late and dark-minded nights at the PC, ham- 
mering out the final rambling dregs of a caffeine-induced 
psychosis. Yet he goes on to describe the reason for 
being here, the reason for engulfing ourselves in a world 
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of education, is because we love it. So we love to be 
educated, yet we hate these essays, assigned months 
before, that we wait until the last minute to fish out of our 
read-only-the-odd-pages study habits. 

Well, we'll allow you this small contradiction, Mr. 
Rampersaud, and give you the benefit of the doubt: it 
seems evident by the tone of the rest of your letter that 
you want to learn, you desire knowledge, yet that ses- 
quipedalian lecture you’re attempting to mimic on paper 


just doesn’t fit into your idea of an education. But essays ~ 


are the proof of an emerging understanding, of wisdom. 
They are the explications of our educations. 

So, from Mr. Rampersaud’s letter, we get a view of 
a rather balanced young fellow who wants to learn, yet 
feels what he is actually learning is an intellectual con- 
formity through mass lectures and book-orders. He, too, 
has ideals, but he admits them only as ideals, far from 
reality. The education is diluted by mass production, the 
desire to learn is being whittled away by tedious pre- 
tentiousness, and the only thing making this here place 
worthwhile is that 4.0 and a handshake and a party for 
my little baby all grown up. 


~ According to Prof. Leonard, the GPA is secondary 
to the tools and skills acquired through a University 
education. But even he sometimes hints at the ques- 
tion: Why a University, and not a College or such? 
Ostensibly, it seems the answer is that the abstractness 
of a University education prepares us for “a lifetime of 
choices,” as Prof. Leonard notes, rather than a plug- 
and-play attitude of trade school. 

Prof. Leonard closed his article by adapting an anal- 
ogy made by Auden on the death of Yeats: the student’s 
GPA is like a thermometer: a thermometer is an indica- 
tor of a general condition, but is not the most fantasti- 
cally descriptive tool of how gorgeous a day is. 
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Nevertheless, that two-digit number will likely have a 
heavy bearing on post-graduation decisions, attempts, 
and motivations. 


Ask now, how do any of these views resolve any- 
thing? Prof. Leonard asks us to put our efforts towards 
a working knowledge for it’s own sake, not the grade’s 
sake. But the form in which that knowledge is getting to 
us is quite likely outdated. 

Read this. Think about that. Write this. Here’s your 
credit. We could and would do it on our own, if given the 
moment to. 

Mr. Rampersaud is afraid of all the work that goes 
along with learning not quite what he wants, in not quite 
the way he wants. Who’s to say that this University 
system wouldn’t be better dead, replaced by small 
“book-group” meetings once or twice a week, reading 
self-chosen books? Why can’t we read the books that 
interest us, guided, perhaps, by a mentor for a more 
rounded and far-reaching view, and then write our own 
essays, without a stock list;.“Today your essay choices 
are you can work on the Dodge Viper, the Ford Contour, 
or the Chevy in the junk yard there.” 

How is this not a trade school, preparing us for a 
useless trade? Prof. Leonard mentions an understand- 
ing that goes beyond use, but “beyond” may be an 
exaggeration. 

Whether Prof. Leonard is a hopeful idealist, or Mr. 
Rampersaud a hopeless, disillusioned failure, the real- 
ity is that University isn’t “special” like it was in the ‘30s, 
and certainly doesn’t hold any promises for us. 

Why then do these children continue to believe a 
little piece of paper and a good GPA is the ticket to ride? 
Furthermore, given the acquirement of the degree, is 
the GPA obsessed student really prepared for whatever 
job a degree can offer? Unfortunately, the answer is 
probably yes. Though the knowledge here at University 
is, well, pretentious and tedious, and its form of dissemi- 
nation outdated, the jobs a degree opens for us rarely 
need anything beyond a common sense and basic 
understanding. Your welcome, Mr. Rampersaud. 


It seems that the intellectually minded ones who 
attend University would no doubt be better off to take 
one or two intro courses in the mass-market context 
of a University class, and then spend the rest of their 
years doing independent studies, forcing themselves 
to become familiar with the basics as well as allowing 
themselves to move around and, most importantly, 
forward. 

Prof. Leonard doesn’t make a comment on the 
distance that a University education creates between a 
student and his material, but he does make the conces- 
sion that there is “the inevitable limitation of a clarity that 
is obtained at the expense of further curiosity.” Sorry, 
Mr. Rampersaud, it’s just part of it all to lie down in wait 
and uselessness. 


One must take a small step back and ask, Why did a 
professor write an article for The Underground? Without 
making contact with him, some can easily guess that 
it has much to do with the students who do not belong 
here, because they are here for the grade, not the 
knowledge. (Editor's Note: | asked him to) 
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Most students are conscious of the importance of 
their grades, but there are some whose only driving 
force at University is to maintain a high GPA. Their par- 
ents never gave them a choice about whether to attend 
University or not: It was an assumption. And failure here 
would be devastating. 

But now they struggle. Not because they don’t have 
the potential or because they are too weak, but because 
their lives are being dictated by social expectations, both 
from the family and from society at large. The one who 
finally works for himself and ignores these pressures is 
supposedly, as Mr. Rampersaud points out, the fool. 

The true fools here, however, are also assholes. 
They clog up the WebCT discussion boards with ques- 
tions regarding when they will get their quiz grades back 
- grades that once known will not in any way change the 
way the course works. They repeatedly ask the ques- 
tion, “How long is the essay going to be?” when the 
answer has always been, “as long as it takes to answer 
the question, and no longer.” Three years of around 16 
exams each year and they still ask, “What is the exam 
going to be like?” It will be the same format as your last 
exam, which was the same as the one before that, and 
the one before thatO 

Here is an (abbreviated) example of three consecu- 
tive posts taken from a course discussion board: 


Prof: “[For various reasons] we have too many 
assignments for the size of this course! Accordingly, we 


sco 


will let the analysis go.” 

Student: “Does that mean we do not have to do the 
scene analysis?” 

Prof: “That’s right.” 


Three days later the professor made another post, in 
all capital letters, stating it again. An assumption could 
be made that he received a plethora of emails asking, 
“Do we not have to do the analysis any longer?” 

This is how we spend our lectures: dealing 
with these fools, who neither want to be here nor do 
exceptionally well. They will grab their degrees and give 
it to their parents to put on the wall. Their parents will 
be all smiles, and then the newly crowned Bachelor of 
Arts student will get a job in middle management at an 
ice-cream franchised shop. Useless. 


Consider the accompanying clipping from an 
Underground staffer’s ROSI account. Two As and two 
Fs in one semester. GPA? Plummeting. Is there any 
way to really understand what this child gained last 
semester judging by the mercury rising on a scale of 
zero to four? You see the grades now. Do you know this 
student, or what he can do? What did he retain, besides 
a number and letter? 

It is likely that student learned just as much from 
the two fails as from the two As, possibly more. But, as 
The Underground knows is the actual case, our half- 
failed yet perfectly capable child was learning nothing 
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from the to-be-failed, and therefore dropped ail efforts 
to finish the courses. The GPA was not worth the effort 
to regurgitate staccato and feminist lectures. Besides, 
there would be no honesty in taking an A for a class 
where nothing was learned. 

Maybe it is some sort of crude absurdity to pay the 
fee and fail two classes, even if it’s out of sheer moral- 
ity. But the essence of the action is valid in the debate 
at hand. Mr. Rampersaud would have us believe that 
we love to be here learning, otherwise we wouldn't be 
here at all, yet the formality of the classroom does not 
provide a channel for clarity and tolerance, but one for 
asymmetry and conformity. The books, the lectures, the 
meetings, the anonymity all add up to some sort of fac- 
tory. Can you make it? Can you hack the assignments? 
Why bother? 

It makes sense that if your goal here at University is 
to gain wisdom, then to gain a wisdom about the pecu- 
liarities of the wisdom in this particular system would 
take you further than the mimicry necessary to massage 
the system into giving you a 4.0. 

The truest way to a decent GPA is not to worry 
about the GPA, but to grasp the knowledge presented 
in the course; to gain an inexorable power and control 
over the concepts and dialogues. Once these are mas- 
tered within the individual courses, the GPA is merely a 
consequence, even to be ignored perhaps. It is the con- 
tent of the education, not the result, that is the reason 
education exists at all. 
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Sun. Sand. Study. 


Sun. Sand. Study. An unlikely 
combination — unless you're taking a 
summer-session course at Carleton 
University in Ottawa. Flexible and 
convenient. Courses are available days 
and evenings in classrooms and on our 
itv channel. Whatever course you choose 
will fit easily into your schedule, leaving 
time for the beach, chores, and a job. 
Everything you need to know is on 

our Web site. Just log on and follow the 
instructions, then get out and enjoy the 
sun. You're already on your way to a 
brighter future. 


carleton.ca/summer 
registrar@carleton.ca (613) 520-3500 


SCSU poised for 
restructuring and change 


Kevin Chan 


SCSU is planning structural changes to accommodate the expected 
increase in student population over the next several years. 

In fact, almost every item on the agenda of the general meeting held 
on Feb. 11 had something to do with facilitating the massive influx of stu- 
dents that will occur as a backwater effect of 2003’s double-cohort. As it 
stands, with the current system of governance and management, SCSU’s 
staff will be overwhelmed by the student population in the near future; 
thus inhibiting services and availability of assistance. 

Dan Bandurka, SCSU President, made a presentation of the pro- 
posed changes to the SCSU’s by-laws, constitution, and policies. SCSU 
currently has two by-laws which covers all aspects of the student union’s 
internal structure and operations, such as elections. The proposed 
change would be to, in effect, ramify the policies currently listed in the 
by-laws into individual policies, alongside the amended by-laws. The pur- 
pose of this change would be to make administration easier, by easing 
the process through which amendments to policies can be made. With 
the current student population, the standing by-laws are sufficient in 
managing student population; however, as numbers start to increase, as 
they are expected to do in the next few years, those policies may need 
changes, and several changes for that matter. Partitioning the policies 
allows the SCSU to discuss each change separately, instead of having to 
dig out the entire by-law every time an amendment is proposed. 

Structural change to the board of SCSU were discussed, though the 
proposed needs became obvious, after the issue of increased student 
populace had been raised. The Board consists of fourteen members; 
twenty-one is the number proposed as the initial change to the Board. 
Besides the size of the Board, a key change in the responsibilities of this 
body is that while they currently are involved to a great degree in student 
life, their responsibilities will shift to deal with “setting the organizational 
direction” of the student union, rather than carrying out the actions des- 
ignated in board meetings, etc. The organizational directives that the 
Board decides upon, then, will be carried out by an enlarged executive, 
with nine members, who will remain involved in student life, as they are 
currently, but will be responsible for seeing that the plans of the Board are 
acted upon accordingly. The presidential body will be enlarged as well, 
with the addition of three appointed vice-presidents and an elected chair/ 
vice-chair. The appointed vice-presidents will be responsible for areas 
that do not affect the student population to the extent that an election is 
necessary — for example, administrational details, reports, etc. 

An update of the budget approval to accommodate UTSC’s new 
growth, including the construction of the new student center was also 
proposed. The expansion of the student center promises to provide even 
more services to the student population, including possibly a general 
store, a photo center, a travel center, a post office, more food services, 
and increased club area. Plans are still underway for a student restaurant 
to be run in the student center. The new center promises to provide more 
jobs for students on campus, as well as promote more student interac- 
tion. 

UTSC should be prepared for a series of key changes to administra- 
tion, and with that the meeting was adjourned. With the proposed amend- 
ments passed at the general meeting on the 11", it is now up to the Board 
to iron out the details and actually start carrying them out. 
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Soulpepper fundraiser goes behind the scenes 


Jessica Tokarz 
Staff Writer 


On Monday, Feb. 9, members of the 
Soulpepper Theatre Company arrived at 
UTSC to share with those in attendance 
their favourite passages from poems 
or stories. Time was given to allow the 
cast of the Prague-Toronto-Manitoulin 
Theatre Project to practice scenes 
from the upcoming performance of The 
Tempest. As well as being enjoyable 
dramatic theatre, the evening also acted 
as a fundraiser for the project. There was 
the usual jar where any donation given 
was appreciated along with ribbon pull 
for prizes. Various sponsors and individu- 
als from the school donated these prizes, 
and those who contributed donated ten 
dollars to pull a colourful ribbon from the 
basket that corresponded with a prize. 
This was a success since the items 
given away appealed to everyone - gifts 
ranging from CDs and movies to gift cer- 
tificates. 

After a brief introduction of the mem- 
bers in the company, each went to the 
stage and performed what they felt the 
audience would enjoy or relate to. Martha 
Burns, William Webster, Anne-Marie Kerr 
and John Bourgeois took reading their 
pieces to a whole new level; adding a 
sense of comedy to the presentation, as 
opposed to the usual formal approach. 
Whether it was by making references to 
the sexual connotations in the poems, 
talking about failed high school love 
lives, self promotion of upcoming acts, 
or by poking fun at each other, their per- 
formances took on a casual and friendly 
approach. This allowed the personal 
attachments to not only be seen by the 
audience, but to be fully realized by the 
other members of the company. 

Now that the Soulpepper group 
had their fun on stage, it was time for 


the more serious aspect of the night to 
occur. All the actors from The Prague- 
Toronto-Manitoulin Project who were 
present (most of them are also actors in 
The Tempest) went from the audience to 
the stage. In this performance the actors 
were just performing the scenes the way 
they were laid out on the script with little 
direction. This gave those watching a 
general sense of what was happening 
in the play. Following an intermission, 
the night took another interesting turn, 
because instead of being left with the 
thoughts of what could have been done 
differently, that’s exactly what happened. 

Members of the Theater Company 
were each given a different scene and 
conducted a workshop with the actors- 
directing them in the way that they saw 
fit, The choices the directors made 
ranged from being very serious to incred- 
ibly comical and even interactive with 
the audience, but they all contained a 
common theme of fear. Each fear was 
very different though, in some cases it 
was the things people do for love (of 
people or possessions), others it was 
the unknown (shown through spirits), 
the most effective was the fear of death 
(illustrated by the storm, made by the 
audience). Due to this fear the actors 
were able to explore different emotions 
and in the end caused the other themes 
of the play to emerge. 

The participants of Soulpepper and 
actors of the PTMTP created an out-of- 
the-ordinary experience for theatergoers. 
Combining café style readings with the 
workshop of The Tempest and the fund- 
raiser caused the audience to see all the 
hard work that is going into the project as 
well as making them feel a part of it too. 


Weekly Haiku 
by Sachin Hingoo 


Courtney Love is back! 
And she’s still on heroin! 


Way to be, you slut 
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The University of Toronto Alumni Association : 
UTAA 


invites you to celebrate the achievements of this 


years recipients of 
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THE AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 
anp [HE NORTHROP FRYE AWARDS 


at a cereniony on 


Tuespay, May 4, 2004 Harr House 
Award Presentation: The Great Hall, 5:30 p.m. 


Reception: East Common Room, 6:30 p.m. 


2004 AWARD RECIPIENTS 


ADEL S. SEDRA 
DISTINGUISHED 
GRADUATE AWARD SCHOLAR 
Francoise Ko 
Department of Pharmacology 
Faculty of Medicine 


FACULTY AWARD 
Dr. Donald Thomas Stuss 
Departments of Medicine and Psychology 
Faculty of Medicine 


CHANCELLOR'S AWARD 
Sally Jean Walker 


New College UTAA 


GRADUATE SCHOLARS 
Timothy Corson 
Department of Molecular and Medical 
Genetics 
Faculty of Medicine 


JOAN E. FOLEY QUALITY OF 
STUDENT EXPERIENCE AWARD 
J. Barbara Rose 
Woodsworth College 
Barnabas Emenogu 
Depar tment of Curriculum, Teac hing and 


LUDWIK AND ESTELLE JUS 
MEMORIAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
PRIZE 
Professor George Elliott Clarke 
Department of English 
Faculty of Arts and Science 


Learning 


OISE/UT 


Nisha Shah 
Department of Political Science 
School of Graduate Studies 
JOHN H. MOSS SCHOLAR 
Maria Banda 
Trinity College 


NORTHROP FRYE AWARD 
Professor Alan John Bewell 
Department of English 

- Faculty of Arts and Science 
UTAA SCHOLARS 
Saswata Deb 
Victoria College 


Cardiovascular Sciences Collaborative 
Program 
School of Graduate Studies 
Helen Liu Faculty of Medicine 


Trinity College 


Shauna Morgan 
University of Toronto 
at Scarborough 


For information, please call 
Linda Wells at 416-978-6536. 
RSVP {acceptances only) by 
April 14th, 416-978-0424 or 
e-mail linda.wells@utoronto.ca 
Business attire — Limited seating 


Sonali Thakkar 
Trinity College 
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“tO Support UTSC's diverse community as they | 
artistically express themselves. 
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The Underground 


Arts 


The Return of 
Scarborough Fair 


Art students revive UTSC literary journal 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


Not many people still attending 
UTSC will know this, but our campus 
used to have a literary journal that 
was produced by students and exhib- 
ited student works. Started in the 
60s, Scarborough Fair used to come 
out annually, but was discontinued in 
1998. Last year, the campus’ writing 
circle tried to fill the void with their own 
journal, Parenthesis, but there has 
been little word on whether or not a 
follow up will occur this year. Luckily, a 
small group of dedicated arts manage- 
ments students, in conjunction with the 
University of Toronto Arts Collective 
(UTAC), are now working at bringing 
back Scarborough Fair. We had a 
chance to talk to the journal’s producer 
and UTAC Co-Vice President, Amy 
Barnes, about reviving the journal. 

Amy has been planning 
Scarborough Fair since the beginning 
of the year, but work didn’t begin in 
earnest until this semester. Together 
with a core group of five other arts 
management students and UTAC 
executives, she’s begun planning the 
format and gathering the funding. The 
CSS will be giving a hefty sum to make 
sure the project takes off, and Amy is 
hoping that in future years, funding will 
be made a regular part of the student 
budget. Karen McCrindle, Supervisor 


of Journalism, who has been acting as 
the faculty aid for the project and has 
attracted the attention of our new jour- 
nalist students to the cause has also 
been of great help. 

The journal will be very lengthy 
and will include all kinds of writing, 
from poetry to short stories to essays, 
and while it will mostly be in black and 
white, the journal will also include a 
colour section for art work submissions. 
A new addition Amy hopes to include 
this year will be an index of short bios 
for all the contributors so that read- 
ers can learn a bit about the students 
behind the works. 

Scarborough Fair is currently 
accepting submissions and the deadline 
is March 5 (see their ad in this issue). 
Submissions should be e-mailed to 
scarboroughfair@rogers.com. Amy 
says we can expect to see the journal 
on the racks somewhere between early 
and mid April, available wherever you 
get The Underground, as well as the 
Writing Centre and other specific loca- 
tions. The journal will be free and there 
will be plenty for everyone. With any 
hope, students will continue to volun- 
teer their efforts towards Scarborough 
Fair in coming years and UTSC will get 
its literary journal back for good. 
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Valentine’s Day with a 
hip-hop twist 


Peter Rock and C.L. Simon performs at the Opera House 


Julia Che 


It was a highly anticipated reunion by 
Toronto hip-hop fans. Highly respected 
and influential veterans Pete Rock and 
C.L. Smooth linked for a sold-out concert 
at the Opera House this past Valentine’s 
Day. 

By 9pm there was about a 150- 
person line-up down the street and 
around the corner of the Opera House 
entrance. The all ages event had a 
diverse yet enthusiastic crowd. Inside 
the club, teenagers pushed hard upfront 
while the couples and “mature” fans 
hung back in the rear and upper levels 
of the venue. “Hardcore hip-hop crowds 
are tough” says Shaun Rikoshay Boothe, 
who opened for the duo, “they can just 
walk on stage and people are gonna go 
crazy. For me, people are just waiting to 
boo. It’s easier to give it up to people 
who are legends in the game.” Rikoshay 
is a part of the Won-by-One crew and felt 
“really fortunate to have opened for two 
pioneers. Just to be on the same bill is a 
great accomplishment.” 

The Golden Age of Hip Hop dates 
between about 1992 and 1996. Pete 
Rock and C.L. Smooth were two lead- 
ers of this era. Back in 1991, Rock and 


C.L. hooked up creating a duo like no 
other. Pete Rock created an entirely new 
east-coast style making C.L. Smooth a 
household name. The musical geniuses 
blazed the trail for following beat makers 
and emcees. The pair has released 
legendary EPs including All Souled Out 
and Mecca The Soul Brother (1992), and 
their last joint album before their break- 
up in 1994, The Main Ingredient. After 
about a decade of hiding in the shadows, 
Rock and C.L. are coming back out into 
the spotlight 

The duo’s performance tracks, One 
in a million, For Pete’s Sake, and a 
tribute to recently deceased Jam Master 
Jay. Rock had some delays between 
tracks, searching for the right records to 
play, while C.L. seemed to draw a blank 
on some of his lyrics, but the anticipation 
of seeing these two pioneering reuniting 
on stage overshadowed these mishaps. 
Leaving the highly praised song, T.R.O.Y. 
to close the show, these two were musi- 
cal geniuses that were a sight to see, and 
hear. It was a Valentine’s Day evening 
that will go down in the books of hip-hop 
history. 
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The Underground Reviews | 


Shotgun Review: 


Biz Markie - Weekend Warrior 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 


Back to ruin your family picnic is the clown 
prince of hip-hop himself, Biz Markie. Weekend 
Warrior is his first album in about a decade. But 
that doesn’t mean that Biz hasn't been inactive. 
In fact he’s made a new name for himself as a 
DJ. But this return to the rap game finds the big 
man in fine form. 

Biz bounces all over the place on this 
record. On tracks like “Throw Back”, “Friends”, 
and “Turn Back the Hands of Time”, he waxes 
about more personal subjects and old girl- 
friends. But there are still plenty of party tracks 
like “For the DJ’z” and the bonafide hit “Chinese 
Food”. What connects all the tracks together is 
Biz’s penchant for making off-the-wall hilari- 
ous rhymes on any subject. For instance on 
“Chinese Food” he boasts that he’s “ending 
every line with period no comma / hidin’ out ‘till 
I’m found like Osama”. 

While perhaps not as groundbreaking as 
his previous releases, Weekend Warrior is 
a breath of fresh air into a painfully stagnant 
popular rap scene. The album only falters once 
on the silly “Let Me See U Bounce” where Biz 
teams up with Elephant Man for a dance-hall 
track that just sounds out of place, amidst the 
smooth jams on this welcome comeback by a 
musical icon. 
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Robots have 
feelings too 


Air's Talkie Walkie teaches us_ that 
computers can be sexy 


Sachin Hingoo 
Advertising Manager 


AIR: Talkie Walkie 
Rating: 1/2 


You remember Air. They did the soundtrack 
for Sofia Coppola’s The Virgin Suicides and 
their song, “Playground Love’ is in a jeans com- 
mercial, | think. At any rate, this Paris-based 
duo has been making their brand of dreamy 
electronic vibes for quite some time. 

If you think that electronic music is reserved 
for those boneheads at Guvernment with their 
shirts off, dancing with glowsticks and saying 
“yeah guy” a lot, think again. Air's music on 
Talkie Walkie, like their debut Moon Safari, is 
sensual, organic, and smooth, at least com- 
pared to the difficult and experimental 10,000 
Hz Legend. While the songs on this disc blend 
together almost seamlessly, there is a fair bit 
of experimentation in a few of the tracks to 
jolt you out of your opium-like trance. Short, 
arrhythmic breaks make it sound like Aphex 
Twin with a heart. Despite this, after a song 
or two, you'll almost forget that the instruments 
are electronic. Songs like “Cherry Blossom 
Girl’ and “Alone in Kyoto” (the latter of which 
is featured in Coppola’s Lost in Translation) 
breathe life into the machines, giving their 
sounds a very human and emotional quality. 
The press release for Talkie Walkie states that 
“for optimum pleasure, listen to [the album] 
while drifting in a hot air balloon..., walking with 
no particular purpose...or making love.” Truer 
words were never spoken. At least in a press 
release. 
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New Incubus album has 
something for every fan 


Uriel Mendoza 


The best thing about Incubus is that you can’t 
describe them in one word. A Crow Left of the Murder 
just made that task even harder — an album that literally 
has something for every Incubus fan out there, whether 
pre or post Make Yourself. 

First I'll address the pre Make Yourself individuals. 
Guitarist Michael Einziger delivers S.C.1.E.N.C.E.-like 
whirring and blazing sounds on “Pistola,” “Sick Sad 
Little World,” “Zee Deevel,” and others, by taking his 
guitar and making it his own little playground. Another 
indication of Incubus’ return to their old ways is the 
heavy dose of social commentary with “open your eyes” 
kind of lyrics that for whatever reason were almost non- 
existent on the group’s last album. As an English stu- 
dent, | thought the reference to George Orwell’s 1984 in 
the song “Talk Shows on Mute” was pretty cool. 

For those who only experienced Incubus after their 
mainstream success of Make Yourself, there are plenty 
of goodies on this album for you as well. Of course there 
is the “hotness” factor of the boys that drives the ladies 
wild; and for them.there are ballads “Southern Girl’ and 
“In Your Room.” Those who like slightly pop-sound- 


¢ Outstanding performance and passage rates of our 
students on both the US & Canadian Board Exams 


* Our location on a beautiful 286 acre campus in the heart 


Wednesday, February 25, 2004 


Album: A Crow Left of the 
Murder 

Band: Incubus 

Rating: 4/5 


ing songs with decent guitar solos like those found on likes of “Summer Romance,” “Sink Beneath The Line,” 
Morning View might want to listen to songs like “Smile — and “Hilikus.” Sadly | was wrong. 
Lines,” “Talk Shows On Mute,” and “Criminal! Beware.” For the most part though, whether you're an old 
Next we come to what, like Morning View, is argu- school or new school fan of Incubus, or if you just think 
ably the linchpin of this record: one Brandon Boyd. To Brandon looks hot with his shirt off, go out and get the 
say that he is a talented vocalist is an understatement. CD. 
One of the benefits of being a fan of all the Incubus 
records is noticing the progression of Brandon's sing- 
ing from album to album. A Crow Left of The Murder 
is clearly his best work to date. Although pretty much 
every song showcases his vocal range, the one that 
stands out to me at least would be the title track. He is 
able to jump from his normal calm and soothing voice 
to a level that beautifully mixes the emotion and aggres- 
sion of screaming with that same cooing quality that his 
voice always carries. The man just keeps getting better 
and better. 
Unfortunately we now come to the one let down of 
the album. | was kind of hoping that with the addition of 
bassist Ben Kenney, formerly of the very funky Roots, 
and with the return to the old school ways of Incubus, 
that there would be more psychedelic bass lines the 
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Eurotrip? More like 
Eurotripe! 


Trailer contains more highlight than movie 


The Adventures of Ali and Ali and the 
Axes of Evil Play satirizes Western 
concepts of the Middle East 


Play satirizes Western concepts of the Middle East 


Holly Cousineau 
Staff Writer 


If anyone feels any imminent urges to go see Eurotrip, | suggest you save time 
by just watching the movie trailer again. It contains virtually every funny scene the 
movie has to offer and more. 

While the movie starts out sweetly enough, with Scottie (Scott Mechlowicz) 
and his friends at their graduation ceremony discussing summer plans, the mood 
quickly changes as Scottie's girlfriend Fiona, (Kristin Kreuk of Smallville) publicly 
dumps him while his parents catch the footage for his graduation diary. Later at 
the after party, Fiona’s ‘new’ boyfriends send out a tribute song to Scottie (this is 
the highlight of the movie and the only humorous scene the trailer doesn’t depict). 
To top off his day, Scottie drunkenly returns home to find a suggestive e-mail from 
his German pen pal Mieke, whom he immediately rejects. The next morning he 
awakes to find his younger brother reading his e-mail and is informed that Mieke is 
a girl, a really hot girl, who's blocked him. 

Since, he’s in love with Mieke and she’s the girl of his dreams, Scottie decides 
to go to Germany to meet her, despite the fact that he doesn’t even know her 
address, her phone number or her last name. 

Luckily, his best friend Cooper (Jacob Pitts) is ready and willing to embark on 
this trip with him. However, the only flight they can manage is one to England. 
Eventually, they end up meeting up with their friends, the twins, who are back- 
packing through Europe. From this point on, the quartet are forced to face various 
sexual dilemmas as they roam across Europe hoping to meet up with Scottie’s 
sexy pen pal. 

The film features, as with any given sex romp, various nude scenes, but they 
seem strangely forced and unnecessary for the most part. They are just part of the 
recipe for any successful movie of this genre, much like the various B-list celebri- 
ties who make deviously sexual cameo appearances. Despite having all the right 
ingredients for a great teen comedy, the cross-country version of Road Trip is just 
too standard. Clearly, it has been scripted within the typical guidelines of any other 
sexually themed teen movie. 

It truly seemed like the film was a collection of all the leftover scenes from pre- 
vious sex romp movies, cut up and compiled into a new movie with just the right 
amount of tweaking to incorporate the usual stereotypes for each country, which the 
writers then strung together in a semi coherent timeline. Thus we have Eurotrip, 92 
minutes of flesh, violence, drinking, drugs and sex. I’m hoping that Starsky and 
Hutch, from the directors of Old School and Road Trip is much better. 
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Performing One World Dreaming Together, a multicultural drama (with song), 
two immigrated Middle Easterners by the name of Ali and Ali are occupying the- 
atres across Canada. In actuality, the Alis are implementing a satirical regime 
exposing the various stereotypes and truths that Western society presumes about 
the Middle East -- all while saving the world from the fabled Axes of Evil. 

Marcus Youssef plays Ali Ababwa, while Camyer Chai plays Ali Hakim. They 
are refugees from Agraba, an imaginary country that is part of a large complex 
mythology created by Youssef, Chai and Verdecchia in order to portray a variety of 
the current political and social issues effectively. 

The two Ali’s have managed to enter Canada under the pretence of presenting 
an ethically pleasant family drama, One World Dreaming Together. As soon as 
their title song is sung, the actors begin discussing their immigration status and 
incessantly try to sell various original artifacts from their homeland (commemora- 
tive plates and pillow cases). As the show ensues, the cast covers current political 
issues by mounting traditional Arabian puppet plays and various other skits. Every 
time they step beyond the lines of a family orientated drama, the theatre manager 
(Tom Butler), steps onto the stage and questions their production. In efforts to 
appease him, they play out skits featuring outlandish emotional battles between 
immigrated father and son teams from Russia and China. Other skits involve dis- 
cussions about the location of the axes of evil, a matter that seems to be incredibly 
pressing to Ali Ababwa. 

Moreover, every so often sirens wail and the skits are interrupted by an 
extremely paranoid security expert, with a doctorate and various patented anti- 
terrorist items warning of the current risk of terrorist attack. One such level which 
is present for the most part of the play is Boot Cut, a level sponsored by the Gap. 
After each warning the good doctor leaves the scene with a wise word, “Knowledge 
is Power” and a product placement. 

The entire play innocently pokes fun at various Western stereotypes and the 
methods Western civilization has chosen to apparently liberate the Middle East. 
They use the same tools mass media employs to display the simple reality behind 
many of political stories covered of late; particularly the war in !raq. | thought it was 
a fantastic play, and will hopefully be returning to see it. 


with all phones 


~~ Up to 33% OFF your monthly bill 
~« No mail-in rebate 
+ Available with all Fido monthly plans 


$ 


Phones starting at 


Nova DV-D311 


Available at Www.studentphonestore.com, 
toll free 1.866.287.1835, or your nearest Travel CUTS shop. 


Only at StudentPhoneStore.com 
Quouttion SEoncted| 


vst r nws4m..Cul stuff like free prpd fone, dvd plya, etc. 


STUDENT 
) PHONE 
STORE.com 


*Terms and conditions apply. 


http://www.utse.utoronto.ca/-undergnd/ 


Life 


Wednesday, February 25, 2004 


On Tuesday, Feb. 17, sex expert Sue Johanson 
gave a presentation to large group of students secluded 
in a large S-Wing classroom. It was an event sponsored 
by SAC UTSC bearing the title “Everything you ever 
wanted to know about sex: The myths, the mysteries 
and the magic!” Before her talk, | sat down with Sue to 
ask a few questions about her experiences and. modern 
sexual attitudes. 


Andrew Epstein: What's the most common misconcep- 
tion that Canadians have about sex? 


Sue Johanson: There's two for adults, it’s different for 
kids. One is that a female has to have an orgasm every 


time she has sex, and the one for males is you have to 


have a big penis to be a good lover. 


AE: What's the most common misconception among 
kids? 


SJ: Probably very much the same. | was thinking in 
terms of younger pre-pubescent kids, that sex is gonna 
hurt, that would be the female one, and that masturba- 
tion feels good but it’s wrong! 


AE: Do you think there’s still an attitude that sex is 
wrong or bad? 


SJ: | don’t know how you could have that attitude in 
today’s society, when we see television, when we watch 
Brittany Spears and Janet Jackson, and when we read 
in The Globe and Mail about kids in grade 7 performing 
oral sex. Unless you had your head in the sand pile, you 
can't really believe that. 


AE: Do you think children today are ill educated about 
sex? 


SJ: They're not getting enough education. We're doing 
better than the Americans that’s for sure. Which doesn’t 
say much because George Bush has said that he will 
not provide funding to any school, university or college 
which teaches anything but abstinence only and they 
are not allowed to talk about condoms even. So that’s 
pretty sad sex education. In Canada we do get good 
anatomy physiology, we do learn about birth control, we 
do learn about sexually transmitted diseases. We don’t 
learn about masturbation, we don’t learn about homo- 


sexuality. We don’t learn very much about relationships, 
communication, intimacy, that kind of thing. We don't 
learn that at all. 


AE: What's the question that you get the most and you 
think to yourself “how could you not know that”? 


SJ: The question that I’ve been getting lately the most 
is “Sue, can you get pregnant if you swallow ejaculate?” 
“Sue, can you get pregnant if he ejaculates in my belly- 
button?” “Sue, can you get fat if you swallow ejaculate?” 
“Sue, does it eliminate menstrual cramps?” 


AE: Do most of the silly questions have to do with 
ejaculate? 


SJ: Primarily a lot of them are guys promoting oral sex. 
“You would if you loved me. It'll clear up your acne, it'll 
give you big boobs”, and trying to talk females into. Now 
the one that scares me the most these days is anal sex. 
It's very risky behaviour unless you know exactly what 
you're doing. Unless your partner is willing and inter- 
ested in doing it, and wants to try it, or is enthusiastic 
about it, then it could be very, very dangerous and it 
scares me. 


AE: What do you think would make someone perform a 
sexual act that they didn’t really want to do? 


SJ: To please their partner, because he is saying “I’ve 
heard it’s so wonderful, if we don’t try it we’re missing 
something. Everybody’s talking about it, | need it, | want 
it. If you won't do it for me, I'll find somebody who does. 
It really feels good you'll love it. It’s ok I'll be gentle.” 


AE: Is that particularly a male thing? 


SJ: No, not necessarily. | do get a few females who ask 
the same questions, but not many- very, very few. A few 
females who are interested in it, wanna try it, are scared 
because they've heard it hurts. They've heard it’s dan- 
gerous. They're curious and they’re interested. 


AE: Do you believe that religion and sex can ever co- 
exist on a peaceful level? 


SJ: That's an interesting question. Can religion and sex 
co-exist? It depends on what religion you belong to. If 


_Sexpert Sue Johanson 
_ Visits UTSC 


The Underground chats 
with the first lady of sex 
education 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 


you belong to a very fundamentalist religion then it’s 
going to be tough, it’s a tough sell to make sex accept- 
able, except within marriage to make a baby. That's the 
old, that’s the Catholic dogma. | think if you belong to 
the Unitarian Church, then you would see sex as much 
more natural, and you would want it done responsibly 
and knowledgeably. But if it’s conscious that you wanna 
do that, then ok, it’s your decision. 


AE: Who has the most power in sexual politics, men or 
women? 


SJ: That's interesting. | think women. | think we do. | 
think we are the ones who decide whether it will happen 
or whether it won’t happen. | think that we are the ones 
responsible for birth control, that gives us power. | think 
we are the ones that insist, request, demand a rela- 
tionship before we get involved in sex. Now, there are 
females who don’t ask for those things. There are a lot 
of females that just have casual sex and “a ho-ho-ho 
and away we go” kind of thing. But for most females, 
they want a relationship. So they’re calling the shots 
more or less. 


AE: | agree with you, but what | don’t understand is while 
| do feel that women probably have the most power in 
sexual politics, | notice a trend of a lot of women giving 
up that power, transferring it to the male side. Why do 
you think that happens? 


SJ: Because they want to please the man, they want to 
keep the man, they want their MRS degree: Mrs. How 
many are in University? | sat in the lobby there (point- 
ing to the S-Wing hallway), and | must admit, on this 
campus | did not see a lot of females dressed provoca- 
tively, acting seductively, appearing to be on the prowl, 
and that delighted me. | go onto some campuses and it 
scares me. | feel sorry for guys because it must be very, 
very hard to concentrate when his Chemistry partner 
has cleavage down to her bellybutton, and | don’t think 
that’s fair. 


AE: What's your number one message to university 
students? 


SJ: Know what you’re doing, think ahead, plan ahead, 
never let sex just happen, and always practice safer 
sex. 
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Will Munro is Coo 


Just ask Will Munro 


Sachin Hingoo 
Advertising Manager 


“Everything | do in nightlife is a critique of mainstream gay 
nightlife. We need a space that’s not exclusively gay white men. 
We need a space where our Straight friends can hang out. We 
need a space where cool, interesting people can mingle, get down, 
network, have sex, get dressed up.” 

- Will Munro, NOW Magazine (06/26/03) 


If you're like me, you have a lot of gay friends that you enjoy 
going out with, but Madonna anthems make your ears bleed. 
Where then, do you go on a Saturday night? Will Munro has the 
answer. 

Will Munro is what we like to call a C-DJ. That is, he can’t play 
a record to save his life. There are definite breaks between the 
songs, sometimes the music will stop entirely, and far too often, 
the night will just end because of a blown speaker. Despite all 
this, Munro is responsible for some of Toronto’s most exciting 
nightlife this side of Church Street. After the resounding success 
of a monthly rock’n’roll/punk night at Lee’s Palace called Vazaleen, 
the OCAD graduate and men’s underwear designer started up a 
monthly called Peroxide for the electro, retro, post-punk crowd at 
the tiny-but-shiny Club 56 in Kensington Market. They're not ‘gay 
nights’, they’re not ‘straight nights’, they're just cool. .You’ll fre- 
quently see straight people dancing with gay guys, drag queens, 
and artsy-types of all kinds underneath a giant projection of old 
gay softcore while grrl-punk band Le Tigre rock the crowd onstage. 
Best of all, there’s not a trace of Madonna to be found. 


Vazaleen is held monthly at Lee’s Palace. Peroxide is held 
monthly at Club 56 in Kensington Market. Munro’s underwear 
designs are at willmunro.com. All three are fun when you're 
stoned. 


call for nominations 
COUNCIL of the UNIVERSITY 
of TORONTO 
Pe) tae) OF. 19510) 401 OO a | 
and PLANNING and BUDGET 
COMMITTEE 
2004 ANNUAL ELECTIONS 


Nominations are invited for candidates to fill 
undergraduate student vacancies on 
Council of the University of Toronto at Scarborough 
and Planning and Budget Committee 


for the 2004/2005session 


COUNCIL of the UNIVERSITY of 
TORONTO at SCARBOROUGH 


Undergraduate students: 31 vacancies 


PLANNING & BUDGET COMMITTEE 


Undergraduate students: 1 vacancy 


For the purpose of the elections, undergraduate students are defined as 
those students registered at the University of Toroate at Scarborough in at 
least one half-course in any session or who are registered ina 
co-operative program. 


Nominations open Friday, Feb. 13 
and close Wednesday, March 3, 2004 


Election information is available from room S416B 
and the SCSU Office (B330) 


| ArT * Music * Magazines 


DJ Rob Sonic (house/breaks) 


DJ Al Kaline (breaks) 


Photos byg 


| Thursday, February 26th, 9pm. Courvoisié, 431 Richmond St. W. 
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Events 


Wednesday, February 25, 2004 


If you know of an event that might benefit from a little bit of buzz (i.e. Ticketmaster is not involved) 
let us know by sending an email with “EVENTS” in the subject line to: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 

The Underground and its staff do not guarantee any information printed in this listing. Due to the 
often sketchy nature of such events, the details are liable to change, or be outright false. Make use of 


any contact information provided beforehand.... and otherwise, have fun! 


FEB 26 - Barbara Gowdy Reading 
@ UTSGC. An award-winning author 
whose four previous books, The 
White Bone, Mister Sandman, We 
So Seldom Look on Love and Falling 
Angels, have appeared on bestseller 
lists throughout the world. Location: 
Student Village Centre, UTSC. 10:00 
am - 11:00 am 

Free & Open to the public\ 

FEB 28 - Reiki Share. The Bloor 
St. United Church, upstairs in room 
31 (470 Huron door). This isn’t a 
church event (so it’s non-religious). 
Please don't give out the church 
office phone number since they 
don't like getting calls. 1 pm to 4: 
30 pm. $6/person. Donations are 
also encouraged with thanks since 
admission is minimal. People can 
call Stephanie Norwich with all 

their questions at 416.377.9059 
(voice mail) or reach me by email at 
sgiver@yahoo.com 

FEB 28 - Hardkore 6.66 *new* 
SMERK;‘) Presents HARDKORE 
v6.66 Saturday February 28th 

2004 Oasis. 294 College Street 
Toronto. Ontario. Canada. 19+. 
10pm. $5 ADJUST (detroit) LowRes 
[techno breakcore] OHVOV vs. 

the BLAMESHIFTER famefame 
[teletubbies fellating shit] DEAD 

OF WINTER [true black metal 
featuring DTrash’s SCHIZOID 

on vocals] CRUSHKILL Here’s 

My Card [industrial techno] 
www.dtrashrecords.com 

MAR 5 - CMW (The Divine) *new* 
the DiVinE invade Canadian Music 
Week. upstairs @ the El mocambo 


464 Spadina Ave Toronto ON. doors 
8:30 the DiVinE on stage at 9pm 
sharp cover $6 or free with CMW 
wristband www.virtualdivinity.net for 
more details 

MAR 5 - Nalo Hopkinson Reading 
@ UTSC Hopkinson began her 
career as a novelist by winning the 
Warner Aspect First Novel Contest 
and the Locus First Novel Award 
for Brown Girl in the Ring. Location: 
B382, UTSC. 11:00 am - 12:00 
noon. Free & Open to the public 
Accessibility: wheelchair accessible 
MAR 9 - CD Rom Launch: 
“Feminist Pedagogy” (2003). 
This CD was produced from a very 
successful ten-day workshop on 
Feminist Pedagogy in the summer 
of 2002. 12 feminist scholars from 
China came to UTSC; IWSGS was 


the collaborative unit at UT. Location: 


TBA. 12 noon - 1:00 p.m. 

MAR 13 - Grrrl Fest: workshops 
Location: UTSC B Wing, The Attic 
(follow the signs) 10:00 am - 6:00 
pm. Free & Open to the public 

For more information and to register, 
email: utscwomenscentre@hotmail 
.com 

Accessibility: wheelchair accessible 
MAR 13 - Grrrl ‘z Unplugged 
Location: UTSC B Wing, The Attic 
(follow the signs) 7:00pm. Free 

& Open to the public For more 
information and to register, email: 
utscwomenscentre@hotmail.com 
Accessibility: wheelchair accessible 
APR 5 - Squarepusher 

- Phoenix, $18. 416-870-8000. 
www.rootmeansquare.ca 


UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 
Buying something? 
Selling something? 
Massaging something? 
UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 


Starting in our next issue, the Underground will 

be running classified ads as a service to UTSC 
students, for the low low price of nothing*. That’s 
right, nothing*. Please submit your classifieds to 
ug_classys@hotmail.com. Please, be reasonable. 

We can only print messages that are short, sweet, and 
interesting. 


*The Underground reserves the right to refuse to print a 
classified ad for whatever reason we want. 


Next Issue of the Underground: Coming March 10th 


The Underground Online... it’s almost bette 


http : //www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~ une ¢ 
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all 
tuckered 
out 


"We are such stuff 
as dreams are 
made on; and — 
our little life is 
rounded with a 


sleep” 


Directed by 
Michal Schonberg 


Music by 
Alexander Rapoport 


Set Design by 
Joe Madziak 


Lighting Design by 
Kevin Wright 


March 11-13 
18-20, 2004 
8:00 p.m. 


Leigha Lee Browne 


iT] Theatre 
he heya tee $8 Students/Seniors 
or visit ™: $10 Others 


Box Office: 416-287-7007 
Info: 416-287-7076 

University of Toronto at Scarborough 
1265 Military Trail 

{South of Hwy 401 at Morningside) 
www.utsc,utoronto.ca/~cultural 


H&R BLOCK 


Presented by 

Cultural Affairs and the 
Visual and Performing Arts 
Program of the University of 
Toronto at Scarborough 


*Restrictions apply, Students who qualify must be *full time” 
with attendance of four or more months at a university or college. 
Offer expires soon and is good only at participating offices. 

See office for details. 
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Calling it art since 1980 


Wednesday, March 10, 2004 


Diatribe of a mad 
visual.art student 


This ranting session is dedicated to two groups of 
people... which one do you belong to? Well, that’s up 
to you to decide. But obviously | know where | stand. 
And since everyone deserves his/her own viewpoints 
and beliefs, here are mine: 


Preparing for 
The Tempest 


Starting this Friday and running during the next 
two weekends in the Leigha Lee Browne Theatre 
(LLBT), the UTSC presentation of Shakespeare’s 
comedy The Tempest will be this year’s big the- 
atrical finale for drama. Those who attended the 
Soulpepper fundraiser in early February got a sneak 
peak provided by some of the actors involved. 
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Beyond Good & Evil p.17 

Final Fantasy Crystal Chronicles p. 17 
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Grade 9 and 10 All Over Again p.7 
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poke fun at submissions, post them on the wall in The 
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Editorial | Letters 


We s been done... 
but not by me! 


As you may have gathered, this issue of The Underground is on the 
arts. The truth of the matter is that | stole the idea from The Varsity. | 
happened to pick up their “all arts” issue and | wondered why | hadn't 
thought of it first. That issue in particular was filled completely with 
reviews and pieces on various artists and musicians both in and out of 
U of T. 

But what's different about our arts issue is that we’ve decided to 
focus mostly on the artistic community here at UTSC. After all, art is 
supposed to be a reflection of our lives and our cultures, so what exactly 
is it that UTSC reflects? Many will see this as a whiny arts kid pumping 
up his likes above all others. However that’s really not my intention. 

| guess | feel that sometimes the arts programs at UTSC kind of 
get the brush off. But the fact is that they're not taking bird courses 
here, they’re producing seriously good work. Work that is intended for a 
UTSC audience that doesn’t seem to be there. The years to come are 
important for the arts at this college. With the school expanding and 
new facilities being built, the potential for artistic expression goes way 
up. Hopefully the features in this issue will encourage some of you to 
check some of it out. 

In addition to that our discussion on the relevance of the GPA contin- 
ues as Andrew Rampersaud fires back at his detractors and the discus- 
sion is joined by yet another, we've also got a group of pieces about the 
current Israel/Palestine conflict and the recent presentation in the meet- 
ing place by the Solidarity for Palestinian Human Rights group. Plus just 
in time for all the election brew-ha-ha, we got words from former SCSU 
prez Dan Bandurka, and his replacement Preet Virdi. 

So | guess this makes us... informative? Get out! 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 
metalresidue@hotmail.com 


UTSC must share 
responsibility to the 
community 


Hi Andrew, 


In an editorial that you wrote in the Underground some time ago, you men- 
tioned that there are few, if any, activities available on campus that would allow 
students to reach to the community outside of the university. | agree with you on 
most parts but won't go so far as to say that there aren’t any such activities, just 
very few. 


| am the coordinator of Frontier College Students For Literacy, a club on 
campus, driven exclusively by volunteers (of which we have about 100). We 
work in assocation with several partners in the community around the university 
such as the City of Toronto Family Residence and the Emily Stowe Womens’ 
Shelter, as well as our parent organization, Frontier College Canada, a national 
literacy organization with more than 100 years of history in Canada. 


Our volunteers visit 3 shelters, located about 5 minutes away from the univer- 
sity, almost EVERY SINGLE DAY of the week, except Sunday. There, they work 
with kids and pre-teens from a variety of backgrounds (ie. immigrants, refugee 
claimants, displaced families, parents escaping abuse etc), with literacy activi- 
ties. 


On Tuesday, March 16,from 4 to 6 pm, we will be bringing the kids from the 
shelters for a visit to the university , the first time that we have been able to do so. 
The objective of the event is to bring the kids for a tour of the university with the 
hope of inspiring them to some day walk the halls of a higher learning institution 
and to let them know that a positive community does exist beyond the violence 
and negativity they face on a daily basis. 


Sincerely, 


Casey Sabawi 
Coordinator, Frontier College Students For Literacy (UTSC) 


mailto: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 
subject: letters 
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Opinions 


Wednesday, March 10, 2004 


The value of marriage — a two sided coin 


Vanessa Larkey 


| attended a conference last year 
for high school student leaders, hosted 
by the Liberal party at St. Mike’s col- 
lege. Paul Martin’s leadership campaign 
team put on the event. It was essentially 
a clever ploy to recruit students for the 
Liberal party, and secure more votes 
for Martin’s leadership bid at that time. 
The event was well publicized, as there 
were numerous members of the media 
available. Martin’s campaign strategists 
touted the event as Martin reaching out 
to the young people of Canada, and lis- 
tening to their concerns. Consequently, 
students were allowed to engage in a 
question and answer period with the cur- 
rent Prime Minister. 

A friend of mine asked Martin if he 
supposed Canada would legalize gay 
marriage in the near future. Martin 
attempted to answer the question with 
much political jargon; however, the 
students in attendance caught onto his 
political bafflegab, and further grilled 
him for a truthful and clear answer. With 
the media in attendance, and eager to 
hear his response, Martin deserted the 
question claiming that it was unfair one 
student’s inquiry was taking up so much 
time. After the question and answer 
period was over, Martin came over to 
us, and discreetly told my friend that gay 
marriage would be legalized, it was just a 
matter of time. 

Martin’s confided confidence on 
the subject clearly indicated that he felt 
Canadians were ready to embrace the 
newly evolved form of marriage. Quebec 
and Ontario have already recognized gay 
unions in court, and it is a matter of time 
before the rest of Canada follows suit. 
There has been some opposition (mainly 
from religious groups) but most people 
seem to be supportive of the unions. 
Such is not the case in the United States. 
President Bush recently announced that 
he would support an amendment to the 
constitution that would make gay mar- 
riage illegal. With the support of many 
right wing religious organizations, Bush’s 
proposed amendment has become one 
of the leading issues in the upcoming 
federal American election. President 
Bush, however, has not been able to 
give an explanation that does not involve 
religious reasons as to why homosexu- 
als should not marry. Religious belief, 
however, should not be the deciding 
factor in the gay marriage debate. Many 
people do not believe in any kind of reli- 


gion or God, so why should their rights 
be infringed upon because the American 
president happens to belong to a certain 
faith that does not condone homosexual 
marriage? 

Religious groups do present a com- 
pelling case, especially to Christians. A 
current lament is that “sanctity of mar- 
riage would be lost’. Despite what reli- 
gious organizations argue, the sanctity 
of marriage was lost a long time ago. 
Numerous couples engage in adultery, 
which is considered a major sin. It is, 
after all, one of the Ten Commandments. 
Those who commit adulterous acts now 
have their own dating service; “Ashley 
Madison,” which prides itself on being a 
dating service for those already in rela- 
tionships looking for something more. 

Spousal infidelity causes many cou- 
ples to divorce, which further decreases 
the sanctity of marriage. Divorce has 
crept its way into mainstream society, 
and now is regarded as normal. If 
divorce, once considered a taboo, can be 
accepted, than why can’t gay marriage? 

It appears that cheating partners are 
the real opponents of marriage sanctity. 
Perhaps President Bush should amend 
the constitution to make adultery illegal, 
and possibly make it a federal offense 
corrected by jail time. 

The ratings race within the television 
world has done its fair share of decon- 
structing marriage. Television programs 
such as “My Big Fat Obnoxious Fiancé” 
and the now infamous, “Who Wants to 
Marry a Millionaire” encourage the notion 
that marriage should be about money 
and appearance, and if it doesn’t work 
out there is always divorce. Religious 
organizations did voice some concern 
over “Who Wants to Marry a Millionaire” 
however it was not met with the same 
response as the issue of gay marriage. 

At times it seems that members in 
the gay community are the only ones 
who still respect, value, and gasp... still 
believe in the sanctity of marriage. We in 
the straight community cheat on our part- 
ners, and whore ourselves out on TV to 
marry rich millionaires. Perhaps we need 
to step back and think about what mar- 
riage really is. It is a life long commitment 
to another person, where we promise 
to be with them through sickness and 
health, richer or poorer. The marriage 
evolution will hopefully strengthen matri- 
monial ideals, for all peoples, and remind 
us what a life long commitment really is. 


Start up. 


Catch up. 


Brush up. 


Carleton 


UNIVERSITY 


Canada’s Capital University 


Summer 
Session 


2004 


g 


ie 
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Sun. Sand. Study. 


Sun. Sand. Study. An unlikely 
combination — unless you're taking a 
summer-session course at Carleton 
University in Ottawa. Flexible and 
convenient. Courses are available days 
and evenings in classrooms and on our 
itv channel. Whatever course you choose 
will fit easily into your schedule, leaving 
time for the beach, chores, and a job. 
Everything you need to know is on 

our Web site. Just log on and follow the 
instructions, then get out and enjoy the 
sun. You're already on your way to a 
brighter future. 


carleton.ca/summer 
registrar@carleton.ca (613) 520-3500 
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Opinions 


I’m Fine With it, Although | hope You're Not 


Andrew Rampersaud 


So, Professor Leonard and | have 
spawned the most intriguing debate 
of the year. Who would have thought 
anyone at UTSC would beat the bond- 
age girl (Get it, beat). Nevertheless, just 
like with any type of bondage, | really do 
enjoy the way you tie me up, take your 
shots at me, and piss on my game. 

Last issue | was the subject of much 
ridicule and scrutiny. Sarah Milanes 
decided to take a cheap shot at me 
and call me “cynical” and Judge Gordon 
“Mills” Lane decided that it was about 
high time that he cashed on his fifteen 
minutes of fame by offering his two cents. 
In a marginal effort to try and fool some 
people into thinking that he was trying 
to reconcile my view with Professor 
Leonard's on the functions of university. 
Lame sorry, Lane did nothing more than 
attack me for a majority of his article while 
Professor Leonard got only a slap on the 
wrist. Lane was supposed to “provide 
some sort mediation” on behalf of The 
Underground, but unfortunately Lane 
proved to us that even though he tried to 
affirm his intellectual and literal dexterity 
by using the word “sesquipedalian”, the 
fact that he doesn’t know what mediation 
means nullifies his first intention. Sorry 
Gorddo, | mean Mr. Lane 

When | initially wrote my letter (or 
article however you want to look at it), 
| did so not because | hate university 
and | don’t want to be here. | wrote it 
because | wanted to shed some light on 
the real issues that plague institutions 
like UTSC instead of the petty politics 
that occur within it. Notice that not once 
in my first piece did | ever say | didn’t 
want to be here. All | was doing with 
that organized collection of words and 
opinions was playing devils advocate, 
looking at things in a different way, but 
unfortunately, some people look at you 
like your Satan when you do that. In my 
first piece | hinted at the idea that those 
few independent thinkers that chose to 
go their own way will be frowned upon for 
doing so because these individuals don’t 
conform to the norms of their respective 
society. Here right on newsprint it has 
already happened. Those who are skep- 
tical of me prove my point without even 
knowing it, and if it should happen, again 
it is proved even more. However, there 
is nothing wrong with this because we 
are all winners in this way. | didn’t want 


anyone to sit there and read what | had 
to say and just take it in and not question 
it. Why should you believe me? Who am 
| anyway? That’s the kind of attitude | 
wanted to incite in everyone who read my 
first piece because we don’t do it enough 
when it comes to school and we should 
because through this whole debate we 
have learned that it is an innate trait in 
all of us and we should try and exploit 
it as much as possible in every aspect. 
Being skeptical prolongs and postpones 
our lives because it forces us to stop and 
smell the roses, and that’s important 
because as most people will tell you, life 
is short. 

Although | myself am no better in 
ridiculing Lane here, | did however find 
something of significance in Lane’s 
piece and in my fellow journalism col- 
league Uriel Mendoza’s article that might 
help further understand the relationship 
between academic behavior and the 
GPA. 

In Lane’s article he states that the 
real fools or “assholes” as he called them 
were the ones here for the grade and 
have the philosophy that no matter how 
many words you need to “answer the 
question” in an essay that university is 
a numbers game. Uriel Mendoza states 
in his respective article that grade nine 
and ten in high school didn’t really mean 
a whole lot and that the further you go in 
any stratum of education things will get 
better. 

In high school as most of us are 
familiar with the final two years, espe- 
cially the last year is what matters most. 
Reason being of course that this is how 
and when most Universities evaluate 
prospective candidates for acceptance 
into their schools, but have you ever 
wondered why they do this? Think about 
it; is it really fair that under this system 
someone could slack off half their years 
in high school and pull up their socks 
when it matters and have just as much 
a chance as someone who has always 
had a sound and consistent record 
throughout their high school career to 
attend a premier university? Seems 
quite unethical, it’s almost seems like 
cheating when you think about it. But 
this is how they control us and how some 
students become obsessed with their 
GPAs and the numbers, and they ignore 
the more important aspect: knowledge. 


Universities control their prospective 
candidates by socializing them into doing 
certain things and rewarding them for it. 


In this case, if a candidate can fulfill the - 


requirement of a specific average the 
university will reward the candidate with 
acceptance. Congratulations, you have 
been spared, you will have a future, you 
will not be left behind. All of us have been 
here before and we all know that this can 
have incredible control over the univer- 
sity prospects. Ask any cohort-kid what 
they were thinking about this time last 
year and most will tell you, it was their 
grades. | know | was. 


Once candidates gain acceptance 
into university, they are safe so long as 
they maintain a cumulative GPA of 1.60 
or higher. What this does is that it turns 
university into a type of Skinner’s box, in 
which we are all running a rat race, where 
if we can fulfill certain expectations, if we 
can think a certain way even, we get to 
stay, otherwise we face consequences 
that can put us at the cusp of failure. It’s 
almost as if universities are playing god 
with their students and candidates by 
portraying themselves as their saviour, 
although in a latent way. Knowledge is 
power after all. 
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Opinions 


Grade 9 and 10 All Over Again 


Uriel Mendoza 


Sometimes it’s best to agree to disagree. With this 
continuing debate over what the hell we’re doing at 
school, | think both sides are partially right. Two issues 
ago, Andrew Rampersaud said that our education is 
being diluted for the masses and we're not learning 
anything. Last issue however, Gordon Lane argued 
that what our education does for us depends on what 
we do with it. 

| agree with Andrew that at times | don’t learn shit 
in class. For example, in history | can often be found 
either chatting, sleeping, or improving my hangman 
skills. And yeah, at times like that | do think that all 
of this money and work is just for a pointless two-digit 
number and some worthless piece of paper that may 
end up being of no use to me except to show off to 
friends and family. After all, how many times have you 
heard about the increasing competitiveness in the work- 
place? It seems like these days you need a Bachelor’s 
degree, a Master’s degree, and maybe even a kiss-ass 
degree to get by. Maybe the value of a Bachelor of Arts 
degree has dropped in the last few years, | won’t know 
until | finish my four years. 

But at the other side of the spectrum there is 
Gordon’s approach to the value of a University educa- 
tion. He says that when you do what you’re supposed 
to do in University and you actually “grasp the knowl- 
edge” and “gain an inexorable power and control” over 
it, the GPA and the piece of paper will prove their worth. 
| agree with this because after all, | play hangman in 
history for a reason: That reason being that | suck at 
history. I’m an English student, not a History student. 
| only took it because it was required in the journalism 


program. In fact, little piece of info on me: | barely got 
through grade seven history with a fifty-four. 

So maybe the reason students like Andrew aren't 
learning anything is because they don’t give a shit about 
their classes. Being a fellow first year, I’ve found many 
of my classes boring as hell. Courses such as history 
and sociology are nothing but introductory courses at 
this point. We can’t discuss or debate many key issues 
because we're still only getting the basic facts. That’s 
why right now it seems like all we're doing is memoriz- 
ing and regurgitating information on tests...because we 
are. First year students like Andrew and myself can’t 
“gain an inexorable power and control” over our knowl- 
edge because we are yet to gain any. 

Even in essays, which Gordon calls “the explications 
of our educations,” first year students aren’t allowed to 
say shit. I'll give a personal example here. For my 
history class | was actually excited to write my essay 
because | was going to write about the effects of popular 
music on youth culture prior to 1960. | got my essay out- 
line back from my TA, and he gave me a fifty-five. Why 
you ask? No, not because it sucked you smart asses, 
but because it wasn’t what he wanted. He wanted the 
basic history of popular music. | personally found that 
to be pretty fucking boring. If | wanted to do that | could 
copy and paste from my Popular Music textbook. To 
make things worse, | actually end up paying the price for 
my enthusiasm because | somehow managed to write 
my essay before reading week, even though it isn’t due 
until mid-March. Now | find myself having to write a 
completely new essay, simply because | was actually 
passionate about something and wanted to thoroughly 
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discuss it. So first year students out there, I’m directing 
this to you: STICK TO THE FACTS! The key to success 
right now IS regurgitating. 

For Andrew and myself, the journalism stuff doesn’t 
start until third year. Then we can debate, write mean- 
ingful essays, and not just memorize. That's when our 
opinions will starts to matter. Remember grade nine 
and ten in high school? We all know those two years 
meant jack shit in the end. It’s the same thing here. 

With all that said, I'm going to have to lean more 
towards Gordon’s approach. Not only because | believe 
that school will get better as the years go by, but | think 
that the piece of paper that awaits me WILL be of 
value. Having come to Canada with my family at the 
tender age of three, | am the first of my ENTIRE family 
to potentially (because |’m not quite there yet), finish 
post-secondary. | know that with that piece of paper, my 
chances for landing my dream job are much better than 
they would be without. 

My mom busted her ass every day of her life working 
basic jobs so that | could one day have a career. At one 
point she had 3 jobs during the week, because that’s 
how much she loves her family. So if that piece of paper 
can give me at least a slightly better chance of one day 
being able to write about music for a living, well then 
that piece of paper is priceless to me. 

Whether the process of getting from where |’m at 
now to my goal is fun, hard work, worth every second, 
or absolutely pointless, | don’t care. | choose to believe 
in the value of knowledge. Like George Michaels says, 
“You gotta have faith.” (That one’s for the Popular 
Music students out there.) 


the end is near... 
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SCSU President resigns 


after two years in office 


Kevin Chan 
Staff Writer 


Dan Bandurka, the president of 
SCSU for the last two years, resigned 
from his position a few weeks ago. The 
Underground caught up with him and 
had an interview about his past position, 
and the future of student politics: 


K (Kevin): So, Dan, you said you’ve 
been the president of SCSU for two 
years? 

D (Dan): Yes. Currently I’m in my fifth 
year, studying neuroscience at UTSC. | 
split my 3/4" year in order to take on 
the presidency, because of the course 
and employment restrictions for the 
SCSU staff (i.e. you can only take cer- 
tain number of courses a semester while 
being president). 


K: What kind of responsibilities does 
the SCSU president have? 

D: The president is responsible for 
taking advice from people around him, 
especially his VPs and council members. 
He has the task of taking different ele- 
ments of the school, such as finance, 
academics, etc, and being able to incor- 
porate them all into one vision. 


K: What's your greatest accomplish- 
ment as president, over these last two 
years? 

D: | would have to say the student 
centre. It was a plan that started from 
before | was president, and | believe it 
will be of great benefit to the students of 
UTSC. 


K: Speaking of the student centre, 
there have been students commenting 
about how the student centre may not 
fully address their needs. How would you 
respond to them? 

D: It's true that this centre won't be 
enough to take care of all the needs of 
the students at UTSC — it'll probably be 
used to its maximum capacity on day 
1. The reason for this is that the double 
cohort was not taken into consideration 
during the initial planning of this building. 
However, even though it’s just a step, | 
think it will greatly enrich the environment 
and help provide many more services for 
the students of UTSC. 


K: If there were anything you would 
have done differently, what would it be? 

D: Nothing in particular. | feel that 
there has been a great deal of progress 
from the way the school used to be, and 
I'm happy with that. | guess the only 


thing would be to shine more attention 
and concern back onto student events, 
or advocacy works, services that were 
given less attention, as construction of 
the student centre took up most of the 
SCSU'’s time and resources. 


K: What advice would you have 
for people who want to get involved in 
SCSU? 

D: | definitely encourage people to 
get involved. Personally, | started out 
working with the residence council, but 
there are many smaller positions that 
you can apply for that allows you to get 
adjusted to student politics. There are 
also events like Orientation that you 
can get involved in. In those smaller 
leadership positions, you’re given more 
chances to make smaller mistakes, but 
still get the experience of working in the 
office of SCSU. As the president though, 
you need a little more than just the desire 
to serve — you have to be patient, able to 
trust your people, know how to organize 
resources, and should have some expe- 
rience in SCSU. 


K: I'll ask the next question very 
bluntly: why'd you resign? 

D: Well, the Board of Directors of 
SCSU was getting really frustrated, 
because of the lack of resources they’ve 
had to face in the last few weeks. In addi- 
tion, they’ had to make a few really tough 
decisions over the last few weeks. To top 
this off, when | handed in my nomina- 
tion package just a few hours late, they 
decided that that was enough — and they 
censured me. So | decided that if the 
Board wanted to take my actions that 
seriously (handing in my package a few 
hours late), | should take responsibility 
for it. 


K: Well, now that you're free from 
your responsibilities as president, is 
there anything you want to do now 
that you have a lot of free time on your 
hands? 

D: Seeing friends. | haven’t seen 
my friends in two years. My marks have 
improved incredibly over the last few 
weeks, so doing more studying is some- 
thing that I'll be able to do. And since | 
have a lot of time, (SCSU presidents 
have 80 hour work weeks) I'll be look- 
ing for a job to fill in the time | don’t have 
school. 


K: Thanks for your time, Dan. 


New SCSU President 
addresses a couple 
of Q’s 


Christian Lucier 
News/Life Editor 


Last week, | had the opportunity to fire off a few questions via 
e-mail to Preet Virdi, who is currently acting as SCSU President. 
Enjoy. 


C (Christian): How long will you be acting as SCSU President? 
P (Preet): Upon the ratification of the new President. 


C: Will you be able to handle all the responsibilities in that period 
of time, considering you are SCSU’s Vice President of Academics 
as well, and are running for a spot on the Governing Council? 


P: | am very much focused on the successful implementation 
of the students’ vision for the Student Centre. This remains the 
most critical part of SCSU’s goals this year- to ensure the vision 
set many years ago becomes are reality. There is a lot to finish up 
before the end of the year and SCSU intends to complete every- 
thing to the best of its ability. In regards to running for Governing 
Council, we will see how everything pans out. Hopefully | will have 
enough support from UTSC students to achieve everything | intend 
to complete. 


C: Are there any goals you are aiming for, while acting as SCSU 
President? 


P: As SCSU President, it is my goal to keep the team motivated 
for the rest of the year. The Exec has been a key component to 
increased communication. This is the key to SCSU’s success for 
the remainder of the year. | think that working as a team has been 
the most critical part to our “bounce back” from the President's res- 
ignation - the fact that we all pulled together to organize ourselves 
and continue business-as-usual is what instills a lot of hope in 
SCSU that all will work out. 


C: Are the upcoming SCSU elections really the only hurdle left 
in the year? 


P: No, the successful implementation of the Student Centre 
Management Agreement, | would say, is the most critical part 
about this year. This document will detail exactly how students will 
manage the affairs of the Student Centre and how students, one 
year, seven years, fifteen years later, will work to provide UTSC 
students with the services and space they require. Elections are 
definitely important for the transition to next year. However, what’s 
crucial is the level of continuity between this year’s SCSU and next 
year’s SCSU. This will ensure that the hard work SCSU has done 
over the past five years continues to persist and become a reality. 


C: Thanks for the info. 
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Inaugural exhibition, honouring one of Canada’s most celebrated landscape artists: 


Everything Which Is Yes 


Works BY Doris MCCARTHY 
March 11 - April 25, 2004 


Official Opening: Thursday, March 11, 2004 from 6-9 pm 


The only public gallery space of its kind in the Eastern GTA, 


the Doris McCarthy Gallery will feature exhibitions of 
outstanding contemporary art. 


Hours of Operation: Tuesday to Friday, 10 am - 4 pm; Sunday, 12 noon - 5 pm 


Location: The University of Toronto at Scarborough, 1265 Military Trail, Toronto 
(at the corner of Military Trail and Ellesmere Avenue), exit Highway 401 south at Morningside 


Admission is free. For more information call 416-287-7007 or visit www.utsc.utoronto.ca 
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Occupied Palestine visits UTSC... 


It is often said that a picture is worth a million words, 
however after going to an Amnesty International spon- 
sored presentation in H-310 last Feb. 25, | would have 
to say that for some pictures, a million words is not 
enough. The presenters were Valerie Zink, a human 
rights activist, and Jon Elmer, a photojournalist. The 
topic they came to discuss was the current Israeli/ 
Palestinian conflict. The two speakers also have a 
website (fromoccupiedpalestine.org), where more infor- 
mation can be found about their organization. 

Coming from an individual who honestly does not 
know much about the Israeli/Palestinian clash, | would 
have to say that the presentation was well organized 
and carefully thought out. Various disturbing pictures, 
taken by Jon (and accompanied by Valerie) on a recent 
trip to the West Bank and Gaza Strip, were accompa- 
nied by informative commentaries. However, the guest 
speakers were very careful with their topics. Valerie and 
Jon did not address who is right or wrong in the conflict, 


focusing instead on where wartime usually hurts the. 


most --the people and daily life. 

The beginning of the presentation centered on a 
refugee camp in Rafah, where various apartment build- 
ings lay in ruins with debris sticking out everywhere. Jon 
showed a number of pictures where apartment build- 
ings were just caked with bullet and tank shell holes. 
Also, it was noted that no buildings in these camps are 
allowed to be higher then three stories tall, so that all 
sightlines are prevented. If a building is too high, a layer 


is literally shaved off by a massive bulldozer with little 
if any-_notice of eviction. The two presenters then went 
on to discuss the horrific life of a refugee in Palestine. 
The refugee in this particular area (Rafah) often has 
to relocate numerous times and has to put up with 
incredible hardships, such as the lack of fresh drinking 
water and a steady bombardment of gun and tank fire. 
In fact, Jon even showed pictures that he had taken 
where water tanks were plagued with bullet holes and 
patches. Not even the bare necessities of life are a 
guarantee in Rafah, and must be fought with innocent 
lives to maintain. 

The wall was another noteworthy topic Jon and 
Valerie discussed. The speakers, once again, used 
pictures to convey their message. Photographs 
flashed before the audience showing the wall stand- 
ing in some areas as high as eight meters, while in 
other areas the wall was not so much a wall, but a 
fence with razor blade wiring. Maps were also passed 
around illustrating the squiggly path that the wall fol- 
lows. There were pictures showing the wall cutting off 
a man’s house, while others showed a farmer’s field 
being dissected, and lastly a school being completely 
cut off because of the wall. The presenters mentioned 
how on certain parts of the wall there are automatic rifle 
stations and sniper coupes, that are manned twenty- 
four hours a day. Geebus! 

Lastly, Jon and Valerie talked about closure and 
curfew. In many pictures, people were shown lining 


Christian Lucier 
News/Life Editor 


up and enclosed in checkpoints like cattle. The two 
noted how transportation is so difficult that often people 
give up On moving around and focus solely on survival. 
A startling piece of information was that for some uni- 
versity students, it could take up to five hours just to 
reach their school. This gave way to a segment on 
underground schools. Pictures popped up on the screen 
showing basement like rooms filled with young children. 
According to the two, underground schools have arisen, 
because some schools become inaccessible and also 
because curfew interferes too much with class time. 
Teachers and students have to resort to attending class 
secretly and illegally in order to educate the next genera- 
tion. 

Speaking of the next generation, Jon showed some 
very disturbing pictures where young children were on 
the streets fighting tanks with stones. Stones! The most 
shocking picture of the lot was one of a young boy sad- 
dling a tank like a horse, while trying to rip off one of its 
guns. 

Overall, Jon and Valerie's presentation was well exe- 
cuted. | must admit, | have never sat through a two-hour 
presentation before and not looked at my watch. | guess 
the reason why the two speakers’ presentation was so 
captivating was because of the medium they chose to 
present their message — photography. Nothing shows 
the harsh reality in the world like a picture. 
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The normal daily traffic of UTSC’s Meeting Place 
halted for a moment on Mar. 2 as the Rajeen, a dance 
group from British Columbia, performed Debeka, a 
traditional Palestinian dance on a stage blocking the 
main staircase. The Rajeens were dressed in black 
and wore around their necks colourful Muslim scarves 
as they danced on the main forum in celebration of the 
Wall Event. 

The event was held on Mar. 1 and Mar. 2 by 
Solidarity for Palestinian Human Rights (SPHR), a 
Montreal-based organization dedicated to supporting 
Palestinian rights locally and internationally. Part of the 
event consisted of a small cardboard replica of the actual 
wall that Israel is currently building along the West Bank 
with pictures of suffering Palestinians covered in orange 
wire to demonstrate the people’s “oppression by Israeli 
occupation.” At each end of the cardboard wall, event 
organizers guarded specific entrance and exit points. 
The “interactive game” consisted of people entering 
from a point where a volunteer handed them a coloured 
card. The game was meant to be a simulation of the 
Palestinian experience with the West Bank Barrier. 

Each of the three colours represented the different 
reactions by the Israeli government to varying persons. 
A blue card indicated that you were an Israeli civil- 


ian and could pass through the points freely without 
hassle. A green card meant that you were a part of the 
Palestinian uprising and persons handed this card were 
“detained and questioned.” An orange elicited a reaction 
somewhere between the blue and green cards. 

Inside the cardboard wall were posted articles such 
as “Israel's Wall and Why It’s Not a Fence” and “A Wall 
as a Weapon,” written by Ray Hanania and Noam 
Chomksy, respectively. A BBC video edited by Karen 
O'Connor called “Correspondent Behind the Fence” 
played in the background as students passed through 
the exhibit. Aside from the dominant political aspect of 
the event, there were also market displays of traditional 
Palestinian dress and art, most woven and crocheted 
pieces symbolic of Palestinian life. — 

The Wall Event refers to the political crisis happen- 
ing between Israel and Palestine over the “wall,” an 
eight feet tall barrier that now divides the two states. The 
dispute is over the necessity of the wall — Israel sees 
it as a defense against suicide bombers and terrorists 
while the Palestinians view it as a land grab. 

According to SPHR president Yasmin Suleiman, the 
Israeli justification for the wall has fallacies in its argu- 
ment. “First, the current construction of the wall does not 
follow the boundaries internationally agreed upon. It is 


twice the height of the Berlin Wall, and stretches 730 km 
instead of the Green Line.” 

The Green Line, as the original boundary is called, 
was established from the 1949 armistice agreements. 
The Israeli government began building the fence along 
the Green Line in June 2002 as the frequency of suicide 
attacks increased. 

“Second, it is just a land grab,” Suleiman insists. 
“The wall does not distinguish between combatants and 
civilians. Look at the city of Qalailya, which has become 
an open-air prison.” : 

Suleiman went on to say that Qalailya has been 
enclosed by the 730km fence, and is divided from 
the rest of Palestine by a gate that closes off on the 
Palestinian people at night or on Israeli discretion. “This 
closes Palestinians off from access to healthcare and 
education, cutting them off from the necessities of life. 
It's a crime against humanity.” 

Suleiman stressed the current biases in the media, 
which highlights, as she sees it, “the negative side of 
Palestinians, leaving out their pain and suffering. They 
are being stereotyped as terrorists, with disregard to 
their desperation that leads to high levels of stress syn- 
dromes. These syndromes are a result of living under 
Israeli occupation and oppression for almost more than 
half a decade.” 

The vice-president of SPHR, Sumaira Shaikh, 
voiced a stronger opinion on the subject, calling the 
Israeli occupation of Palestine “more of an ethnic 
cleansing.” 

Shaikh insisted that the Wall Event “is not about one 
point of view. We have no problem with them [Israel] 
coming out with their own point of view. We just want 
to express the opinion that is not getting across in the 
popular media today - which is that Palestinians are not 
all suicide bombers and this wall is not about security 
measures.” 

In his statement to the press on Feb. 26 in Tel Aviv, 
Israeli Foreign Minister Silva Shalom commented on the 
need for a peace process between Israel and Palestine, 
mentioning that “we will continue to take all necessary 
measures to protect our civilians from harm, including 
building the security fence. The fence protects lives. 
It is for this reason - and this reason only - that we will 
complete its construction.” 

“This violence must end,” Shalom commented. “We 
don’t need words. We need action.” 

Suleiman offered her own opinion, saying that, “the 
wall is not a solution. We need an actual peace process 
and an equal consensus. We need a mass populace 
struggle against the wall, international solidarity, and 
good living conditions for Palestinians.” 

Gila Sasson, co-president of UTSC’s Jewish 
Students Union, did not get a chance to see the exhibit 
but expressed her concern over the politics of the 
event. 

“Of course it’s a humanitarian issue,” Sasson 
agreed, “but | think they went a little too far with the 
politics. University is a place for learning and of course 
there should be clubs that educates others but you 
should just show the cultural aspect. | hope this event 
doesn’t provoke something that isn’t necessary. The 
market displays were very educational and anything 
they do to promote themselves is great and | fully sup- 
port that kind of thing. But to demote the other side 
[referring to the accused “land grab” and simulation of 
Palestinian treatment] is wrong. Whatever they think 
politically in their own circle is fine, but to broadcast one 
view to everyone is not right. Everything has two sides, 
and | hope we don’t have to counter anything.” 

Sasson said the Jewish Students Union does not 
plan to host an event to counter the Wall Event, at least 
not politically. “Of course if things get really extreme [on 
campus], we will defend our country, but right now we’re 
about supporting cultural awareness.” 

The Solidarity for Palestinian Human Rights felt it 
was important to bring this issue to the Scarborough 
Campus. According to Suleiman, there isn’t much 
“awareness here politically. This is the first time SPHR 
has been in Scarborough and we want to inform people 
about this issue. There are a lot of people who know 
nothing about this subject.” 
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Having been raised a Jew | was 
always taught that Israel was important. 
After thousands of years of wandering 
and oppression, the Jews finally had a 
homeland. When | was younger, | was 
sent to Zionist summer camps where this 
was re-emphasized. | remember one par- 
ticular instance particularly when | voiced 
my concern over the Israeli government’s 
treatment of the Palestinians in Gaza to 
a family member who had just returned 
from synagogue. They responded by 
saying that the Rabbi at the service 
had said in his sermon that Jews have 
to support the Israeli government even 
if they don’t agree with it, because any 
resistance could be used against the 
Jewish people. Sometimes | believed 
that was true. 

In grade 4 | started attending a pri- 
vate Christian school after a group of my 
“friends” started to go there. My religion 
was a great source of amusement for 
my classmates during the next 6 years. 
Because of that, | got very attached to 
being Jewish at the time, even though 
| really only had a vague conception of 
what it was (from years of boredom at 
Saturday religious school). 

As time passed, | became more 
and more disillusioned with my religion 
for various reasons. | still enjoyed the 
more cultural aspects involved but had 
grown unhappy with any doctrine of 
faith. When my mother suggested | go 
on the birthright trip (which is a free trip 
to Israel for young Jews), | told her that 
| didn’t feel any real connection to Israel, 


that | wasn’t what the world generally 
perceived as a Jew. She told me that the 
world would always see me as a Jew, no 
matter what | believed. | was who | was 
and | would be branded that forever. The 
idea here was that the Nazi’s took every- 
one of Jewish descent to the concentra- 
tion camps, even the most secular Jews. 

Among other Jews it seemed to be 
considered taboo to criticize the Israeli 
government. The usual paranoid defen- 
sive response was always there. It was 
almost like people were accusing me of 
supporting the suicide bombers if | didn’t 
agree with the government's methods. 
That’s not to say | didn’t ever get any 
static from any of my Arab friends. They 
would hush each other so | that | wouldn't 
hear their talk of Jewish armies being 
crushed by Arab forces. 

One could only imagine how frus- 
trated | began to feel. | felt like | was 
being forced to take one of two sides, 
and | didn’t really feel comfortable with 
either of them. As a Jew | thought it was 
my right to criticize the Israeli government 
if | felt what they were doing was wrong. 
In fact | felt it was.my duty to do so. If 
I’m supposed to care about what hap- 
pens to Israel then | should be allowed 
to voice my concern wherever | felt it was 
needed. While | felt the oppression of 
the Palestinians in Gaza was wrong that 
didn’t mean that | supported the suicide 
bombers. The only two sides that | saw 
were the side of war and the side of 
peace, and | was choosing the latter. 

So when | attended the Wall event 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 


in the meeting place | have to say | 
was a bit skeptical. However the event 
mostly focused on the Wall being built 
around the Palestinian territories as a 
humanitarian issue, which the personal 
and religious politics being left to the 
side. | spoke with the VP of the SPHR 
(Solidarity for Palestinian Human Rights) 
group Sumaira Shaikh as she was giving 
me a tour of the event. 


Andrew: What's your main message 
to Canadians? 

Sumaira: To Canadians? Basically to 
Canadians, this is not an issue between 
Palestinians and Israelis. It’s something, 
not that we have brought to Canada. 
We're always going to fight. We want 
Canadians, actually the whole world to 
recognize... 


A: Who’s always going to fight? 
S: Palestinians and Israelis, no 
matter where we go. 


A: Do you think so? 

S: That’s not the case though. When 
we come to North America, we recognize 
what's the problem, and we want the 
world to see it as a problem. Not some- 
thing like an issue of hatred, retribution 
or something like that. We want the world 
to see it's a humanitarian issue, not a 
nationality or religion issue. 


A: Do you think that’s true though? 
That Jews and Arabs will never get along 
no matter where they go? 


Whose side am | on? 
An Editorial Report 


S: | think people are individuals. It’s 
all based on how you perceive things. 
| don't think that hate is something 
people...some people are grown up 
with. (They're) told to hate certain types 
of people. But | don’t believe that is the 
case in North America. For instance | 
don’t hate Jews. | disagree with some 
ideologies, but | don’t hate Jews. | as 
a Muslim, | come from, we're all from 
the same umbrella, Jews, Muslims, 
Christians, same God. If | hated a Jew 
then I’m basically hating myself. 


She went on to give me a tour of the 
exhibit, talking about how Palestinians 
are being cut off from basic neces- 
sities. Things such as clean drinking 
water, schools, and proper medical 
care because of the Wall and the check- 
points barring them from the rest of the 
country. She also talked about how the 
construction of the wall is destroying 
precious agricultural land. You can read 
more details about the event in Phuong 
Nguyen’s article in this issue. | personally 
left the event in a very satisfied mood. 

So hear me now! | am a Jew who 
doesn't believe in the Israeli government 
tactics, and that does not mean | support 
terrorism either, no matter what you say. 
| support peace and coexistence with dif- 
ferent cultures. The only side | want to be 
on is the side that believes that no one 
should have to die to make a point. 
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SCSU Elections Candidate List 


CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENT (1 
position): 


Sheraz Arshad 
lan McKay 
Adam Watson 


CANDIDATES FOR VP STUDENTS & 
EQUITY (1 position): 


1 Jon Agg 
Pes Miles McLaren 


CANDIDATES FOR VP EXTERNAL (1 
position): 


1; Mathieu Dagonas 
Ze Waseem Sakka 


CANDIDATES FOR VP ACADEMICS (1 
position): 


Ae Brad Meisner 
Ze Jeff Rybak 


CANDIDATE FOR DIRECTOR OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL & PHYSICAL 
SCIENCES (1 position): 


POSITION TO BE DETERMINED BY YES/NO VOTE. 


fF Christopher Bourque 


CANDIDATES FOR DIRECTOR OF 
MANAGEMENT (3 positions): 


Ali Canani 

Travis Lunau 

Sidharth Nanda 

Omer Sheikh 

Virata Thaivasigamony 
Elliot Tsang 


CANDIDATES FOR DIRECTOR OF 
HUMANITIES (3 positions): 


Gabriel Helbig 
Majed Masad 
Sacha Roman 
Michelle Thompson 
Susie Vavrusa 
Robert Wulkan 


CANDIDATES FOR DIRECTOR OF 
LIFE SCIENCES (3 positions): 


Adam Bettio 
Amarjeet Chhabra 
Maple Chong 
Tania Derlis 
Cheryl Formica 
Ankita Jauhari 
Eunice Kim 
Rashelle Litchmore 
Rami Mohamed 
Tara Scaife 
Harinee Suvendra 
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CANDIDATES FOR DIRECTOR OF 


SOCIAL SCIENCES (4 positions): 
POSITION TO BE DETERMINED BY YES/NO VOTE. 


‘the Audrey Alix 

Zz Stephanie Cheung 
3 Samar Farah 

4 Nicole Joron 


CANDIDATE FOR COMPUTER 
SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS (1 posi- 
tion): 

POSITION TO BE DETERMINED BY YES/NO VOTE. 


at Pritam Saini 


News 


News. 


Positivity Training 


Positive Space luncheon shows support for the LGTBQ community. 


Sarah Milanes 
Copy Editor 


“Diversity enriches the experience 
for everyone,” said Professor Kwong- 
loi Shun, UTSC’s new principal, during 
the Principal’s Advisory Committee on 
Positive Space luncheon held on Feb. 
24 at Gallery 1265 (student gallery by 
the Meeting Place). 

The luncheon was attended by 
almost 70 people who came to mingle, 
hear speakers, watch videos, and most 
of all, to give support to the LGBTQ 
community. Ron Smyth, UTSC profes- 
sor and Chair of the Principal’s Advisory 
Committee on Positive Space, stated 
that the goal for events such as this is 
to provide visibility for LGBTQs to the 
rest of the campus. An event on Positive 
Space occurs every term, this semes- 
ter’s theme centred around meeting and 
welcoming the new UTSC principal. 

The luncheon consisted of speakers, 
an insightful video — made by a UTSC 
student and comprised of personal expe- 
riences by both UTSC staff and students 
- on the various issues that they have 
encountered because of their sexual 
orientation. Brian Konik, coordinator of 
UTSC’s LGBTQ group and one of the 
people who volunteered to speak in the 
video, said that events such as these are 
important because it gives visibility and a 


space not only to the LGBTQ community 
but also to its allies. 

Ryan DeMello, SAC Vice-President 
UTSC, said that it is a “step in the 
right direction, bringing students and 
staff together and creates awareness.” 
DeMello also said that it is a progres- 
sion for a lot of students to realize that 
University is not simply about academ- 
ics and events such as these provides 
the environment for students to become 
aware of what is acceptable or not within 
a diverse community and why. 

Continuing to bring the campus into 
a more inclusive community — regardless 
of ones culture, ethnic, gender identity 
or sexual orientation — is a commitment 
Prof. Shun hopes to fulfill as UTSC’s new 
principal. During his speech, Prof. Shun 
said that diversity “helps us to see other 
ways and broaden our own horizons, 
and in looking and understanding others’ 
perspectives, we further understand our- 
selves as well.” 

The successful event was put together 
by members of the Principal's Advisory 
Committee on Positive Space, consist- 
ing of both UTSC staff and students. 
Membership is voluntary; to get more 
information on how to be involved, e-mail 
Prof. Smyth at smyth@utsc.utoronto.ca. 


ARTBAR 


A Lounge Vibe 


Weekly Haiku 
by Sachin Hingoo 


Hey, haiku ts art! 
And it only takes seconds! 
Warhol, lick my nuts 


When: Thursday March 25 
Where: The Attic 

Time: 8pm - lam 

Cost: $2, $1 for Members 


ID Required 
Wristband Policy in Effect 


www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~utac 
utac@utsc.utoronto.ca 
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Last Monday, two performers came to 
give the last of a series of Asian Theatre 
lectures organized by UTSC’s Cultural 
Affairs. Kiyoshi Nagata, a pre-eminent 
Toronto Taiko (a group of percussion 
instruments) performer as well as Aki 
Takahashi, a vocalist and shamisen (a 
group of stringed instruments) player 
came dressed in traditional garb and 
armed with a variety of instruments. 

A shy but talented Aki showed how 
various sounds are produced from a 
fashion of picks and provided some folk 
story backgrounds to a couple of haunt- 
ingly beautiful performances. Kiyoshi, 
who teaches a course on Taiko at U of 
T, was much more confident in front of a 


Japanese performers visit LLB Theatre 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


crowd and talked at length about the vari- 
ous symbols, chimes and drums used 
in Japanese percussion. Many of the 
interesting sounds he produced from the 
varied array of instruments sounded very 
reminiscent of the kind of sound effects 
one might hear in Japanese movies. 
Kiyoshi also explained the theatrical 
background of each instrument, describ-> 
ing how different rhythms and chimes 
would be used to introduce or accom- 
pany various actions in Kabuki theatre. 
You can learn more about Kiyoshi 
and his style of performing as well 
as his upcoming classes and per- 
formances by visiting his website at 
www.kiyoshinagata.com. 


Become a Doctor of 
Chiropractic. 


INFORMATION SESSION: 
Fastest Growing 
Health Profession 


Sheraton Centre 
Downtown ‘Toronto 


Thursday, March 18, 2004 
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 


John Taylor 
Doctor of Chiropractic NYCC Faculty 


Michael Lynch 


NYCC representative 


¢ A contemporary curriculum that 
integrates basic and clinical science. 


e Earn a Doctor of Chiropractic degree 
in our 10 trimester program. 


¢ Apply your knowledge and 
techniques during a full year of 
clinical experience at our four sites. 


¢ Customize your education to 
specialize in sports, geriatric, 
pediatric practices or prepare for 
a career in research or teaching. 


Contact the Admissions Office at NYCG for more information 
at 1-800-234-6922 or visit wwwW.nycc.edu. 


NIWAON 


CHIROPRACTIC 
COELEGE 


2360 Route 89 « Seneca Falls New York 13148 
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Beyond Good & Evil: 


Nintendo bleeds fans dry 
quick, simple, cute, 


New Final Fantasy game great fun... but at 
what cost? 


arn, 


super fun! 


Gilbert Chan 


Yet another first -- battling space 
aliens, protecting fellow citizens of 
the earth from abduction, save fellow 
comrades and... take pictures? That’s 
right ladies and gentlemen, behold, the 
first RPG (Role-Playing Game) ever to 
incorporate a photographic aspect into 
its game play. In Beyond Good and Evil, 
you play the character of Jade, a journal- 
ist by trade but a kind orphan caretaker 
at heart. With its easy navigation and a 
foolproof button layout, anyone would 
find this game easy to learn and highly 
immersive. 


Game Play 

All of a sudden your orphanage 
home has a big hole in it after being 
slammed into by an alien meteor called 
the “Domz’”. Game play begins only after 
30 seconds of clicking the “Start Game” 
button. Instantly, you are transferred into 
the third person view, controlling Jade 
and kicking alien butt with a staff. The 
story line, which | won't reveal, revolves 
around how you, a young beautiful jour- 
nalist, unravel the secrets of the “Domz’” 
by infiltrating their facilities; therefore, 
most of the time you are trying to sneak 
into places undetected. 

And if anyone has seen the movie, 
The Three Kings, any good journalist 
has partners and sidekicks. In this game, 
your sidekick is well, a pig... literally. 
Throughout the game you are required 
to work with your Al controlled sidekick 
to solve various simple puzzles. They will 
also help you gang up on enemy aliens. 
The sidekick aspect and other bells and 
whistles kept me from getting bored of 
doing one activity over and over again. 

To compensate for the lack of out 
right violence, you have many fun activi- 
ties that you must do through out the 
story. For example, you can participate 
in races with your hovercraft to make 
money, or go gambling, and my personal 
favorite and highlight of the game, take 
pictures of rare animals! Photojournalism 
students need to purchase no other 
game, because this game is the equiva- 
lent of a virtual Afghanistan. Each time 
you manage to photograph a new 
organism, you get rewarded with’ pre- 
cious “units” (a.k.a. Hard Cash). These 
creatures range from flying serpents to 
tiny fruit flies. Some are rare, some are 
common and some you can only capture 
while kicking alien butts. When you play 
this game you really feel like you are a 
journalist and your pictures are valued. 


i 
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Game: Beyond Good and Evil 
System: GameCube, X-Box, 
PS2 


Players: 1 
Genre: Action RPG 


Not many RPG offers this kind of immer- 
sion. And did | mention the digital camera 
you use can be upgraded as you prog- 
ress in the game? Take that Lora Craft! 


Graphics 

Throw realism out the door and 
bring in the cartoons! Remember Bugs 
Bunny or the Jetsons? Well, the game’s 
environment and physics is very much 
similar to how things look and behave 
in Loony Tunes. For example, there is 
no such thing as a box that is perfectly 
square; it’s got to have round edges. And 
you can call me your uncle if you can find 
one single door in the game that actually 
resembles a rectangle. | am willing to bet 
a video from the game play would score 
you an Oscar for best-animated film. 

With that aside, the graphics are 
surprisingly smooth but retain a high 
level of detail. The faces of Jade and 
her fellow comrades and enemies are 
nearly perfect. There isn't really any 
trace of boxy polygons anywhere in the 
game. Shadows and lighting isn’t as 
ultra realistic as games like Splinter Cell, 
however the cartoony feel works well. All 
the above is glued together by a crazy 
graphics engine, because there is hardly 
any loading time between levels besides 
the odd five second black screens. This 
seamless game play puts “Role” back in 
“Role Playing Games’. 


The Verdict 

Beyond good and evil resembles any 
other role playing game except for the 
fact that it’s a 100% three dimensional 
and features a digital camera. If you’re 
looking for a light short break from work, 
then this game is for you. With its cartoon 
like environment, the game will surely 
cheer your day up, yet each session is 
short enough as a quick break from that 
essay. But everyone should try out this 
game for its photography feature alone, 
nothing feels more satisfying then cap- 
turing a rare species of snails with one 
too many heads. 


8.5 out of 10 


Side announcement: The 
Scarborough Gaming Club is electing 
a new president and wants the gaming 
community to participate either as a can- 
didate or just out of curiosity 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


Game: Final Fantasy Crystal 
Chronicles 
Platform: GameCube/Gameboy 


Players: 1-4 
Genre: Action/adventure 
Rating: 3.5/5 


Nintendo has always been good at making money. Whether spotting 
fads, inventing new fads, milking franchises or being the first on the market 
to exploit some new device or gimmick, you can always count on Nintendo 
to maintain a certain level of sinister cunning behind the cute facade of their 
mascots. Their latest money-making plot, however, borders on cartoon vil- 
lainy. 

Square, the company behind the incredibly popular Final Fantasy games 
is Once again doing business with Nintendo. The latest addition to their 
series, a four player action game called Final Fantasy Crystal Chronicles, 
has just been released exclusive on Nintendo’s current flagship system the 
GameCube. Having an exclusive Final Fantasy release promises Nintendo 
a big payday, but are you ready for the real genius behind this scheme? The 
only way to play the game is to use Nintendo’s portable videogame system, 
the Gameboy Advance, as a controller via a special adaptor wire (sold sepa- 
rately). So, if you and three friends want to play Crystal Chronicles at once, 
you'll need a copy of the game ($50 US), four Gameboys ($100 each), four 
adaptors ($10 each) and a GameCube ($100), all coming to a total amount 
of way too fucking much ($$$). 

You're probably thinking it’s absurd that anyone should pay this much 
money to play a single videogame. | know that’s what | was thinking as | 
plugged in my Gameboy and started up a game with two friends. At least 
now | can provide a review that will answer the most important question: is 
it worth it? 

Crystal Chronicles is a fun game to play, as long as you're playing with 
friends. The action follows a caravan of heroes as they travel around, explor- 
ing dangerous and exotic locales to collect the precious Mirula Droplets to 
save your village from the mysterious plague that clouds the land. Each 
area in the game is a colourful environment sprinkled with treasure chests 
and classic Final Fantasy monsters. The group of adventurers run around 
and defeat monsters by either hacking at them with weapons or charging 
up spells (that they collect throughout the level). The gameplay is pretty 
straightforward, reminiscent of simple action games like Gauntlet or Diablo. 
The only real variety comes from players mixing their spells and attacks 
together for different effects by lining up the crosshairs. Ultimately though 
the best way through a level is hacking your way through. 

Some interesting teamplay elements were added to make the game 
more inviting to multiple players. Players need to drag a heavy magic crystal 
that protects players from the world’s plague clouds throughout each level, 
hindering one player at all times. Maneuverability during a fight will depend 
on where the player drops the crystal. Also a player can use their Gameboy 
screen to display a radar/inventory interface (Nintendo’s excuse for making 
the costly controllers mandatory). Each player’s radar displays a different 
thing (a map layout, enemy locations, treasure, or enemy statistics), so com- 
munication between players is important if the group wants to maneuver the 
environments efficiently. 

The game also throws in some twists on the RPG format of level build- 
ing. Your characters won't get stronger by killing monsters (as is the case 
with most Final Fantasy games) but rather have to compete over special 
items that will increase their abilities and statistics. Special objectives given 
to each player at the start of each mission adds on to this competitive edge 
since the person who best fulfills their objective gets first pick of the loot. 
New items can also be crafted at smithies if a player has the right component 
items, but this feature is neither innovative or all that fun to pursue. 

Overall the colourful graphics, innovative teamplay mechanics and char- 
acter building makes Crystal Chronicles a fun game to play with a group of 
friends. Running around chasing treasure and killing baddies doesn’t get old 
too quickly. Still, for such a simple and repetitive game it’s hard to justify the 
price tag. Even for fans of the series and action games, Crystal Chronicles is 
only worth consideration if you’re okay with not getting your money’s worth. 


The Underground 


Arts 


ota tpmemnanapepearecaamemesea salt AHS pba ASANSAAEREN ROSY E23 SAOAAGNOSMRLESIGLMBGASRSASHSABEACHRCASCALAC ‘ 
EMIDACARENUUNC Io sacssoayouasnennemnone 


Sarah Milanes 
Copy Editor 


On Mar. 3, Gallery 1265 (student 
gallery by the Meeting Place) held an 
opening reception for its current exhibit, 
Claiming Our Space. Curated by current 
UTSC students Amy Barnes and Laura 
Mendes, the show — through its title and 
the range of the works — aims to give 
voice to visual art students. 

The diversity of the works — through 
medium and message — reflects the 
diversity of UTSC’s student body as well 
as their talents. David Reyes’ video Sy|V 
|biosis (symbiosis) consists of rapid com- 
position of text messages sent to random 
people. Combined with a greatly edited 
audio, it successfully conveys a sense of 
anxiety that reflects our fast paced tech- 
nology driven culture. It is interesting to 
note that the other video, Paul Watson’s 
A Nice Night for a Spaceship, through its 
structure and physical placement within 
the exhibit, perfectly balances Reyes’ 
piece. Composed with ambient music 
and simple images, Watson’s piece 
immediately puts the viewer in a tranquil 
atmosphere. 

Several paintings (all untitled), 
reflects the possibilities of what a canvas 
can convey. Wynne Leung’s black and 
white pieces are a reflection of her child- 
hood. Fathima Mohiuddin (whose work 
can be seen on the cover of this issue) 
and Patrick Milfsud’s abstracts try to 
reflect the inner workings of their minds 
and emotions while Joe Lynch’s work 
reflects his fascination with the relation- 
ship of nature and machines. 

Another of Joe Lynch’s piece that jux- 
taposes nature with technology are his 
photoshoped photographs. These works 
(two in total and part of a series), through 
their subject matter — photos of nature, 
and process — photo manipulation, aim 
to ask the viewer about the relationship 


18 


Claiming 


Current Exhibit in Gallery 1265 


Our Space 


of nature and technology, the product 
of such a relationship and which one 
needs the other more in order to survive 
and flourish. 

Speaking of dependence on technol- 
ogy, Adam Glover’s piece BLOW-OUT 
SALE is a direct commentary on our 
reliance in technology, more specifically, 
our faith in computers’ ability to solve 
anything — even maybe world peace? 
Sarcastic and witty, it definitely elicits a 
silent chuckle from those that view it. 

Two of the most colourful pieces in 
this exhibit are Mark Li’s series of pho- 
tographs, Space Overlap and Veronica 
Yang's multi-disciplinary work Perplexing 
Pericopes. Li's piece explores the dif- 
ference that a medium (transparency or 
paper) and technique (amount of light 
used, exposure, etc) can hold to the 
same subject matter while Yang's is a 
thoughtful examination and reflection of 
religious and cultural identity. 

One of the most interesting pieces is 
Jen McBurnie’s piece entitled fal/, winter, 
spring: the multi-layered thing. McBurnie, 
in her artist statement states that “Art 
is of little use if no one ever sees it’: 
hence, she invites the viewer to interact 
-- whether by taking a piece of her work 
or leaving a comment on a notebook. As 
a result, even with the lack of the artist's 
presence, dialogue is still created. 

That is one of the main goals of this 
exhibit and gallery. It aims to create dia- 
logue that everyone in the UTSC com- 
munity can participate in (if they choose 
to) for one of the greatest things about 
art is that it transcends race, gender, 
culture and language -- all you have to 
do, is look. 


Claiming Our Space runs until Mar. 12. 


Joe Lynch - Untitled 


Fathima Mohiuddin — Untitled 
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Arts 


Wednesday, March 10, 2004 


Joe Lynch - Untitled 


Patrick Milfsud — Untitled 


Wynne Leung 


Claiming Our Space was a suc- 
cess! There were many student artists 
exhibited in the show, and many coming 
from different disciplines. The first piece 
of work that immediately caught my eye 
was fall, winter, spring- the multilayered 
thing by third year art student Jennifer 
Mcburnie. To my knowledge this piece 
was done in the Books and Multiples 
class this year. What makes this piece 
so interesting is in the choice of materi- 
als. The theme of nature was depicted 
through three transparencies overlap- 
ping one another, and a piece of raw 
wood was used to hold them together. 
The physical aspect of the wood and the 
craftsmanship that can be seen just by 
looking at the object further emphasizes 
the “natural” aspect of her theme. Even 
though the piece was supposed to be 
multiples of each other, individually they 
are all slightly different from one another, 
which forces the viewer to take another 
good look at the pieces and try to find the 
differences. As a gift, she also offered the 
viewers to take one the multiples, IF the 
viewer gives constructive feedback to 
her (which can be done by writing in the 
little book she had available). It added a 
great touch to the piece, because it not 
only contradicts the conventional belief 
that art should not be touch or fondled 
with, but it also brings the viewers closer 
to the artists, which adds a personal 
touch to the piece. 

Veronica Yang's Perplexing 
Pericopes is an interesting commentary 
about being Asian and Christian. Being 


Wynne Leung - Untitled 


an Asian myself, | could relate to her 
piece very easily, but through her use 
of materials, she also made it easy for 
others (Asian or not) to understand her 
piece. Veronica chose to paint on Asian 
fabrics with traditionally western acrylic 
paint, which makes the piece itself seem 
“out of place”. She’s trying to find comfort 
in her faith, but it seems as though even 
though a pillow was used, comfort wasn’t 
the outcome. The ambiguity of the mate- 
rials used and the outcome could clearly 
depict the way Veronica’s emotions 
towards her works. These narrative pil- 
lows were easier to understand with the 
aid of the bible verses. 

Patrick Milfsud’s painting was a result 
of his emotions; perhaps very strong emo- 
tions were depicted through his multicol- 
ored work. Red, yellow, orange strokes 
brushed through the canvas. Although 
at first glance it seems as though the 
strokes were randomly brushed on, on 
closer inspection, it is almost as if each 
stroke of paint was carefully planned. 
Nothing on the painting seemed as if it 
was out of place, in fact he even incorpo- 
rated text into the painting, which allowed 
him to convey his emotions across to the 
viewer. Personally it is always difficult to 
make an abstract expressionist painting 
work out the way it was planned. Patrick 
was successful in doing so because none 
of the colors looked “muddy”, a mistake 
that can easily be done, but instead the 
colors look sharp and vivid, and the 
whole painting pulls itself together into 
an expression of his inner self. 
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Full-time Undergraduate 
Students, Constituency | 


Kerry Black (New) 

My name is Kerry Black. I am running for a 
full-time undergraduate seat on Governing 
Council. As a student at University of Toronto, 
I believe that every student has the right to 
fair equitable campus and student fees, a safe 
and inviting multicultural community, and 
access to a comprehensive curriculum and a 
highly personalized and supportive academic 
environment. As your representative I will 
put these issues at the forefront of my efforts 
to act as a strong voice in the university 
policymaking process. We as students have a 
valuable opportunity to shape our present and 
thereby to impact our future. 


Thomas Brown (TYP) 

The University of Toronto needs a Student 
Center for a number of reasons. Firstly, a 
place where students can feel they belong. 
In addition, a Student Center will be a place 
for further personal growth outside of the 
classroom. Finally, it will promote solidarity, 
which will increase our effectiveness to 
mobilize on key issues like a tuition freeze, 
environmental issues, and the increased 
quality of student life on all three campuses, 
particularly the suburban ones. 

I will be your voice and your ears. Vote 
Thomas Brown for Governing Council! 
Tuition freeze 

Student Center 

Environmental issues 

Student Life 

Suburban campuses 


Blake Chapman (UC) 

Blake Chapman. Just like you, I live the life 
of a student and want to work with you on 
Governing Council to improve it. The work of 
being a governor shouldn’t start with voting, 

it should end with it. Unlike past governors, I 
will work with others to develop and explore 
all alternatives before voting. This is important 
because university MUST be financially and 
physically accessible to ALL and there MUST 
be alternatives to raising tuition. I will work 
tirelessly with SAC, college, and other groups 
to make your voices heard. Vote for a voice; 
vote Blake Chapman for Governing Council. 


Moses Choi (Vic) 

I wish to represent the interests of 
undergraduates on the Governing Council in 
conjunction with furthering the ambitions of 
the school. 

I have tremendous academic international 
exposure and experience in student 
government and leadership and believe that 
combining these experiences will allow 

me to partake as an integral member of the 
Governing Council. 

My encounters with student leaders of other 
prominent universities of the world have given 
me a fresh outlook and have instilled in me a 
vision to work to raise our esteemed university 
to be among the best public institutions 
internationally. 

I am your best candidate. 


Senai Iman (UC) 

Incredibly dedicated and passionate about the 
University of Toronto, Senai Iman is the right 
candidate for the job. With growing concerns 
over tuition, student life, equity, and quality 
of education Senai will be the candidate to 
represent his constituency. With a long list 

of experience, Senai wishes to carry his 
leadership skills to the governing council in 
2004-2005. Currently, Senai is the President of 
UTYLA. He is also an executive member of 
the Young Liberals (Scarborough East), and an 
executive with the Eritrean Youth association 
of Toronto. 

A vote for Senai is a vote for change! 


Shaila Kibria (UTM) 

I have been with EPUS for the past two 
years...first as Secretary, and then as 
President. I have attracted 130 class reps to 
EPUS. There were none when I joined. Class 
reps reach 3000 students on campus, and 
bring student concerns to the office, which our 
Executive takes to the appropriate places at U 
of T to solve. These concerns include asking 
for more evening courses, no incidental fee 
increase, tuition freeze, etc. 1 now know what 
students need. By being on GC, I promise to 
vote for keeping tuition and incidental fees 
down. I promise not to let YOU down! 


Governing Council 


Candidates’ Statements 2004 


Voting will be on ROSI from 6 am March 8 until 5 pm March 12 


www.rosi.utoronto.ca 


Ari Kopolovic (Vic) 

It’s my honour to stand as a candidate for 
Governing Council. As Chair of the English 
Students’ Union, S.A.C. Director, and Member 
of the Victoria Board of Regents, I know 
what it takes to get through to University 
Administrators and to get things done for 
students. On GC I will continue to fight for: 
—A fully-funded tuition freeze 

—A greener campus 

—A more accessible campus 

—An independent voice for UTSC 

—A new deal for UTM 

—Shorter lineups for Metropasses 

I’m proud to be supported by many student 
leaders, and hopefully by you too! 
http://www.ariforge.com 


lan MacMillan (Woodsworth) 

Commuter students are not the focus of 
student life on campus, but we make up 

the bulk of the student body. This lack is 
somewhat inevitable, but it hurts the quality 
of the student experience, and in turn this 
costs the university millions when alumni are 
asked to remember their student days. This 
university should be trying to provide, among 
other things, a student services centre that will 
have the capacity and facilities to attract and 
energize student life for all students, both res 
and non-res together. Elect me to deliver this 
message to Governing Council. 


Lester Milton (St. Michael’s) 

Are you a full-time undergraduate student? 
Then you have rights! 

Exercise those rights by voting for Lester 
Milton. 

I’m going to keep this short and simple. 
You should vote for me, Lester Milton, 
because I promise to act with honesty, good 
faith and in the best interests of U of T. 


Mubdi Rahman (UC) 

Mubdi Rahman is a first year student pursuing 
a degree in Astronomy and Physics. Hailing 
from Toronto, he has been involved with 

the university for a number of years through 
his astronomical research interests. He is an 
active member of the Hart House Debates 
Committee, the Physics and Astronomy 
Student Union, the Muslim Students’ 
Association, and a number of other groups on 
campus. His diverse activities and interests 
give him a unique outlook on the direction 

of the university. He intends to bring this 
perspective to the Governing Council in 
pursuit of the best interests of the university as 
a whole. 


Jasdeep Saluja (Trinity) 
No statement submitted 


Leo Trottier (UC) 

As your representative on Governing Council, 
I will present a strong, well-articulated student 
perspective. I have already successfully 
worked with most levels of University 
administration — as a past SAC Director, 
Residence Council Executive, and currently 

as President of the Cognitive Science and 

AI Students Association. If elected, I will 1) 
work to improve the quality of undergraduate 
teaching through better TA training and more 
rigorous instructor evaluations; 2) press for the 
immediate freezing and ultimate reduction of 
tuition fees, and 3) keep students informed of 
GC issues through an interactive web forum. 
For more information, visit www.leotrottier.ca. 


Preet Virdi (UTSC) 

My name is Preet Virdi and J am in my third 
year of an Economics and International 
Studies degree at UTSC. During my two- 
year commitment to the Scarborough 
Campus Students’ Union (SCSU) I have 
been representing the needs, concerns, and 
demands of U of T students to the University. 
I believe my unique position as a student 
leader at UTSC gives me a solid background 
to represent the diverse needs of the East and 
West U of T Campuses. I am dedicated to the 
student cause and I would be honoured to step 
into the position of Student Governor. 


Full-time Undergraduate 
Students, Constituency II 
Navine Aggarwal (Law) 


As a fellow student in a professional faculty, 
I appreciate the importance of issues relating 


to financial aid, tuition levels, and student 
services. Having sat on a number of boards 
and committees, I have gained the experience 
and knowledge to represent you well. I have 
the passion, commitment and motivation to 
effectively serve as your elected representative 
and be a strong voice for the students. Please 
take the time to vote Navine Aggarwal as 
your next Undergraduate Professional Faculty 
Representative on the Governing Council. 
Thank you for your support. 


Bruce Cameron (Engineering) 

The Governing Council functions as a 
university-wide vehicle to engage students 
in shaping their education experience. I 
believe a student’s educational experience in 
the professional faculties is best nurtured by 
a learning-based environment—education 
that is actively responsive to student needs, 
emphasizing the learning process over bulk 
delivery of material. As a past GC member, 
I have led initiatives ranging from financial 
aid reform to improved campus resources, 
and I have sought to foster more efficacious 
governance. I have advocated for quality of 
education, and if re-elected, will do my utmost 
to ensure that our education is responsive to 
student needs. 


Matthew Charlton (Engineering) 
Presently an engineering student, I have 
always championed young people — such 

as through my work with NRG Group, 

an organization which bridged youth and 
technology. As a Governing Council member, 
I will ensure that students are not left unheard. 
Education should be accessible and affordable, 
so I will fight against any tuition increases as 
well as strongly oppose the deregulation of 
professional programs. Students also require 
more financial aid, scholarships, and bursaries, 
in addition to more co-operative opportunities 
such as PEY. All three university campuses 
need to be green spaces, safe and open 
environments for a diverse student population. 
http://individual.utoronto.ca/mjc 


Stefan Neata (Engineering) 

As a Governing Council member, I would 
actively seek out ways to help students. For 
example, I plan on articulating the need for 
more combined degree programs. I would 
also strive to become a strong and direct 
link between students and administration. 
Furthermore, I would work diligently 

to ensure that students do not ultimately 
suffer for the actions of a government that 
inadequately funds post-secondary education. 
I pledge to use my insight and judgement 

to most effectively represent your voice. 
For a passionate, dedicated and accessible 
representative, please vote Stefan Neata. 


Andrew Pinto (Medicine) 

Governing Council decides on issues 
concerning all students, including tuition, 
changes to programs, and the creation of new 
facilities. A widening gap exists between 
students and university decision makers. 

I bring experience in working with the 
administration and students, as an elected 
representative and an activist for peace, 
international health and reduced tuition. 
—The promised and fought for tuition freeze 
must and can happen. 

—Professional faculties can work together, 
supporting one another. 

—Campus unity and diversity, such as through 
a multi-faith prayer space, can be nurtured. 
—Environmentalism and community 
responsibility can be enshrined at our 
university. 


Alexandru Sonoc (Engineering) 
Improved teaching: one of the pillars of the 
staircase towards greatness which UofT is 
climbing, but how to achieve it? 

Not with attitudes like “it will be better 

for next year’s class” that most of our 
administrators have. I wish to introduce 
policy changes, like interim class evaluations 
and mandatory teaching training for those who 
fail them, that provide solutions for the future 
and the present. 

Also, I strongly support diversity and believe 
in involving electors in governance; so I will 
organize frequent meetings to report and ask 
for feedback on Governing Council business. 
Contact me at alexandrusonoc@rogers.com 


Part-Time Undergraduate 
Students 


Holly Andrews-Taylor (Woodsworth) 
My name is Holly Andrews-Taylor. I am 
currently a part-time student pursuing 

an English degree with special emphasis 

on African-Canadian studies. As your 
representative, I would like to help you on 
your quest for academic achievement by 
focusing on accessibility. Juggling single 
parenting, two girls, a full-time career, and 
part-time studies means our shared concerns 
are similar. We need extra funding, especially 
for books and child care, and we need to have 
information readily available. Overall, part- 
time undergraduates need added evening, 
weekend, summer, or on-line courses. Extra 
choices would help us stay committed to long- 
term goals. 


Murphy Browne (Woodsworth) 

I have been involved in both community 

and student initiatives to improve access and 
equity at all levels of our education system. 
Governing Council needs to be responsive 

to the diverse need of our community and to 
reflect the diversity of our community. 

I will be a strong voice to ensure that part 
time issues such as class sizes, class selection, 
financial aid, daycare, housing and tuition fees 
are addressed. 

In my experience, Governing Council has 
ignored the needs of part time students and it 
is important to elect students who will speak 
to these issues. 
http://hometown.aol.ca/tiakoma/myhomepage/ 
allaboutme.html 


Shaun Chen (Woodsworth) 

Currently an executive member of the part- 
time student’s association, I have fought hard 
to give students a real voice in the decision- 
making process. From supporting the student- 
discounted TTC Metropass, championing TYP 
and Academic Bridging, to opposing tuition 
hikes and deregulation — there is much more 
to be done. Part-time students deserve more 
evening-section courses, financial aid, student 
space and housing. U of T is a large and 
diverse community: I believe in accessibility 
and equity for all. A former aide to a Toronto 
city councilor, I am also a youth and education 
advocate, described by Maclean’s Magazine 
as “a veteran community leader.” 
www.shaunchen,com 


Graduate Students, 
Constituency | 


Virginia Stead (OISE/UT) 

The UT Governing Council oversees our 
academic, professional, and financial affairs. 
If elected, I pledge to draw on my experiences 
as Student Senator (Queen’s), GSA Founding 
President (Lakehead), and Canadian Student 
Co-Director (CSSE) representing the 
collective interests of masters and doctoral 
candidates. 

Some of us are Canadian born or naturalized 
citizens, and some are international students. 
Together, we create an unsurpassed 
community of inquiry, purpose, and 

global influence. I am proud to be part 

of this inclusive society. I advocate our 
multiculturalism, our personal diversity, 

and our collective quest for academic and 
intellectual excellence. 

My CV/your questions? Please contact: virgini 
a.stead@utoronto.ca. 


Oriel Varga (OISE/UT) 

I am a student activist on campus, passionate 

about equity and access issues and would like 
to continue this work as a governor. Over the 

last 4 years I’ve attended many GC meetings, 


-mobilized student involvement, participated 


in numerous committees and supported other 
student governors. I’m committed to bringing 
GC to students and students to GC: 

—No Fees not more fees! 

—Full funding packages (all departments, 
masters and part-time grad students) 
—Physical accessibility 

—Equity Issues 

—Family & Grad Housing 

—Respect for TA & RA rights 
http://individual.utoronto.ca/oriel4ge 

For a strong voice at GC, vote Oriel Varga! 
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It’s difficult finding any point to writing a concert review. First of all there’s not 
much sense in reporting on an event that’s already passed by and won't return in the 
foreseeable future. Secondly, there’s usually not much to say about a concert that 
can’t be said for any other concert. Most concerts have excellent music, are a great 
spectacle, and involve some amount of appropriate atmosphere. Unless a concert 
really sucks and you plan on warning your readership, there usually isn’t much point 
to concert reviews. 

So why am | writing one? Only because the enjoyable spectacle of the New 
York punk band, the Yeah Yeah Yeahs and their screaming, lead spectacle Karen O, 
demands an immediate printed description. A new band with just one album called 
Fever to Tell, the Yeah Yeah Yeahs give a performance of noisy, angry, sad, romantic, 
poppy punk music fueled by just two instruments and O’s powerful, screaming vocals. 
Their music is wonderfully loud and catchy, but perhaps the real points to mentioning 
this band is the spectacle of watching Karen O perform on stage. 

With her roughly cropped haircut and dressed in a motley mix of grungy, bizarre 
clothes, complete with miscellaneous straps, short skirts, frayed pantyhose and torn 
everything, O’s immediate look ranges freely between androgenic zombie and your 
average slutty babe from beyond the Thunderdome. But seeing her on stage trans- 
forms all perceptions as she pours herself into the performance. Her shrieking vocals 
grow even more powerful as she stumbles, leaps, tumbles, collapses, gets up again 
and struts around the stage. You know that one guy at the concert who is way more 
into the music than anyone else and looks like their completely freaking out when they 
groove to it? Ata Yeah Yeah Yeahs concert, that person is the lead singer. And she 
takes the whole audience along with her. 

But really describing the vibe given off by O as she skittishly frolics to the fast 
paced songs is just so difficult; it is part sensual, part tragic and part crazy bitch throw- 
ing cake at the crowd. Regardless, it’s infectiously charismatic. 

The Yeah Yeah Yeahs still only have one album and in their two performances in 
Toronto, their sets were pretty much identical. But still, they're worth the repeat visit. 
All the Yeah Yeah Yeahs want is to get a rise out of people and if their emotionally 
loaded songs won't do the trick then surely their enigmatic presence will. 


« 


Do you have 
what it takes to win 
a millennium 
excellence award? 


We're looking for a rare combination. Someone who's 
an inspiring leader, an innovative thinker, and who’s 
involved in his or her community. Someone who 
wants to make the world a better place for all the right 
reasons. And someone who, through it all, manages 
good grades. If this sounds like the stuff you're made 
of, you could be on your way to an award worth $4,000 
to $10,000. If you‘re in your first year of a diploma or 


certificate program, or second year of a bachelor 


degree program, find out more about the award at 


www.awardforexcellence.ca. 


Les bourses 
ty du millénaire INNOVATION ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 


www.awardforexcellence.ca 


http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 
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‘Features 


Preparing for The Tempest 


A larger look at drama on campus 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


Starting this Friday and running during 
the next two weekends in the Leigha Lee 
Browne Theatre (LLBT), the UTSC pre- 
sentation of Shakespeare’s comedy The 
Tempest will be this year’s big theatrical 
finale for drama. Those who attended the 
Soulpepper fundraiser in early February 
got a sneak peak provided by some of 
the actors involved. Having missed that 
opportunity, this past weekend, | was 
allowed to sit in as director Professor 
Schonberg and his students rehearsed. 

The Tempest is one of Shakespeare's 
shortest plays and is unique amongst his 
works for the brevity of its timeline, the 
entire plot playing out over only a few 
hours of fictional time. However, what 
will most likely capture the interest of the 
audience will be the mythical setting of 
the play. With a cast of characters includ- 
ing spirits and beasts, one might compare 
the play to A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
but the line it draws between fancy and 
reality is more tightly maintained such 
that reality is not completely left behind. 
Certainly it is a very colourful comedy of 
idyllic romance and good foolery. 

It was interesting to watch how a uni- 
versity group of dramatists fine tune and 
prepare for such a production. The first 
thing you notice is how comfortable and 
good-humoured everyone is, but that’s 
no surprise considering the amount of 
time they've spent together. Another 
thing you notice watching these students 
is how well they’ve mastered their lines 
and the execution of them. Shakespeare 
is difficult material, but these veteran 
students have it down cold. The real dif- 
ficulty in this production is the complexity 
of the timing. The Tempest contains a 
great deal of action and choreography 
for such a short comedy, featuring danc- 
ing and the physical humour of the antics 
of Caliban and his troop. It was fascinat- 
ing to see the organization of where each 
person should be at what point during 
what event. One thing audiences can 
certainly look forward to is a lively show. 

Perhaps the strangest part of sit- 
ting in as.a voyeur to the machinations 
of drama students during their work on 
such a large event is the obvious contrast 
between their university career and that 
of your average student. After all, drama 
students are a curious lot. The rest of us 
can quite easily relate when we complain 
about essays and exams but not many of 
us know what it’s like to complain about 


a rehearsal or getting enough tech hours. 
To capture some more insight into the 
existence of drama students on campus, 
| managed to corner one such specimen, 
a mister Andrew Tyler, who will be play- 
ing the role of Gonzalo this weekend, 
and who was nice enough to enlighten 
me as to the life of a drama student. 

Certainly in light of such a major 
campus event it’s reasonable to think 
that the end-of-the-year drama produc- 
tion is an important time for drama stu- 
dents. But one has to wonder just who is 
getting involved in the production and for 
those who don’t. What other opportuni- 
ties for performance are there? Andrew 
explained that a different professor 
alternately heads the production each 
year and that they basically run a D-level 
class to fill out the cast. But Andrew went 
on to tell us, “In addition, there are also 
the occasional student initiatives, such 
as Alice in Wonderland, or Godspell or 
Beothuk from a few years back. All it 
takes is a great idea and a whole lot of 
dedication and time for a couple of stu- 
dents to put a show together, but | don't 
think students understand that they can 
do that.” Aside from these kinds of pro- 
ductions, there are lots of other areas for 
students to focus on, such as writing and 
mask drama. Independent and super- 
vised courses also provide students 
with the option of getting involved with 
pretty much any kind of project they're 
interested in. Still, for many students, 
the year-end D-level is the last big thing 
they'll perform on campus (since most of 
them are in their senior year). 

So for the senior student, there’s lots 
to do. Sounds exciting. But apparently, 
the first two years of the program aren't 
boring ones either. Act One, Seen Too, 
the annual campus series of one act 
plays, offers first year students a good 
opportunity to jump in to performing head 
first. “And there are always shows left, 
right, and centre for those who aren't in 
an upper-year ‘class show’,” explains 
Andrew. “This year, four students got 
together and created Beyond Sympathy, 
a show for a cause, which just goes to 
show that if you don’t find something 
that fits, make your own gig.” Along with 
performing, there are other classes avail- 
able for the student who really needs to 
learn about theatre. Tech classes are 
challenging but teach students about 
lighting, sound, stage management, and 


many other things we laymen know noth- 
ing about. 

By now, | had a clearer idea of what 
it must be like to be a drama student 
on campus and could comprehend the 
notion of actually participating in some- 
thing as a part of education. But before 
releasing Andrew | thought I’d ask him, 
just for a lark, what was so great about 
being in drama. “Drama kids are pretty 
tight,” he replied, “but also some of 
the most laid-back and friendly people 
around (when we're not coming up on 
a show, that is). This is a direct result 
of laziness: they sit in the Green Room 
and eat and joke around and sing and 
avoid homework like the plague, and this 
is how great friendships are forged. The 


performance classes are also stream- 
lined, so that unless you take a break, 
you're probably going to go through A- to 
D-level with the same people.” Sounds 
pretty nice, | must say. 

The Tempest will be _ playing 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday starting 
Mar. 11 and ending Mar. 20. Tickets are 
$8 for students and are available by con- 
tacting Lauren Wickware, Cultural Affairs 
Assistant at 416-287-7007, or in person 
at the box-office located at the new Doris 
McCarthy Gallery. So come out and see 
what happens when our drama students’ 
four years at UTSC meets the bard’s 
four hundred years of historical theatre. 
It promises to be an excellent perfor- 
mance. 


"We are such stuff 
as dreams are 
made on; and 
our little life is 
rounded with a 


sleep" 


Directed by 
Michal Schonberg 


Music by 
Alexander Rapoport 


Set Design by 
Joe Madziak 


Lighting Design by 
Kevin Wright 


March 11-13 
18-20, 2004 
8:00 p.m. 


Leigha Lee Browne 
Theatre 


$8 Students/Seniars 
$10 Others 
Box Office: 416-287-7007 


info: 416-287-7076 

University of Toronto at Scarkoraugh 
1265 Military Trail 

Guuth of Hwy 402 at Morningside) 
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Cultural Affairs and the 
Visual and Performing Arts 
Program of the University of 
Toronto at Scarborough 
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Arts Manage This! 


Sarah Milanes 
Copy Editor 


| am trying to find a way to write this 
article on UTSC’s Arts Management 
program without sounding too much like 


one of those brochures you pick up on 


University fairs. But | don’t know where 


to start, so perhaps we should first deal 
with the misconceptions? 


A big misconception about this pro- 


gram is the definition that people seem 
to limit the arts to — no, we are not all 


going to be curators working in muse- 
ums. Arts Management encompasses a 


variety of “arts” — ranging from art history, 


studio, music, and drama. What students 
of these streams have in common are 
the unique Arts Management courses 
that they have to take. Such courses 
learning 
what a Board of Directors (BofD) does in 
a not-for-profit organization, how they are 
elected, their tasks, how to ensure that 


encompass everything from 


your BofD is more than a cash cow and 


so on. In addition, you also learn how 
to create and nurture your volunteers 
and single ticket buyers into members 
that will keep on coming (ever bought a 
ticket to a CanStage play or gone to the 
AGO only because of a big exhibit like 
the recent Degas one? Well, our goal is 


to try and make you members that will 


come and appreciate the regular shows/ 
permanent exhibits and not just the 


big ones). You also learn to fundraise, 
develop members and sponsors as well 


as how to market your program depend- 
ing on the audience you are targeting 


(Want to target students? Create student 
prices. Want to entice more children 
and their parents? Offer workshops that 
children can participate in after a special 
tour, etc.) — and other things such as 
strategic plans that, I’m sure, other mar- 
keting students know about. But the main 
difference between an arts management 
and management program/organization 
is that you are driven by different goals 
(one is artistic mandate — whether putting 
on more Canadian plays and the other is 
revenue) and that arts organizations are 
not-for-profit. 

What exactly does _ not-for-profit 
(NFP) mean? NFP means that most 
arts organizations make a legal claim 
that they are NFP in order to access 
government grants. In short, in order to 
be eligible for certain funding, you HAVE 
to be an NFP organization. So why not 
simply become for profit? Well, that’s 
easier said and done. There are a lot 
of organizations, especially grassroots 
ones that do not have enough resources 
that will enable them to support them- 
selves in a yearly basis. There are also 
a lot of organizations, whose art form, 
does not appeal to a lot of people. Take 
for instance interpretive dance, if one of 
the main sources for your operational 
budget are your ticket sales, you will 
probably not last more than a year. That 
is why arts organizations are NFPs, in 
order to support art forms that are not 
“mainstream” (read: Lion King), we need 


government assistance. 

This is a good segue to the more 
important aspects of what this program is 
about: making students aware about fac- 
tors — political, economic, cultural, etc. — 
that affect the art and culture sector. The 
recent election of the Liberals into power 
with Dalton McGuinty as their leader, yup 
that has an influence in the state of the 
arts because depending on the govern- 
ment (Liberal or PC), the funds given to 
the arts are greatly affected. 

And let us not forget the ever impor- 
tant work-terms where everything that 
you learned in class are thrown out the 
window, and everything you learn in the 
organization, including the networks/ 
mentors you meet, becomes invaluable. 
Work terms provide the first glimpse of 
the field that you may or may not see 
yourself being a part of. Think of it as 
a test drive before buying a car. Putting 
yourself in such an environment allows 
you to see if this is something that fits. 
One of the positive parts about the work 
term experience is that simply because 
you are a drama student, you have to 
work in theatre. The adaptability of 
arts management knowledge applies to 
any art form so you might see a studio 
major working for the National Ballet of 
Canada, an art history major working for 
Canstage and so on. This in turn further 
expands an Arts Management students 
knowledge and experience. 

There are also other things in this 
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program that go beyond the classroom 
— peer evaluation of future instructors 
(imagine being a student and actually 
having an input on the instructors that will 
teach you — that speaks a lot about the 
belief of the program/department in your 
capabilities to know what's good for you), 
advisory committee meetings about the 
program done by students and given to 
the Arts Management Board of Directors, 
lecture series from various people in the 
art and culture field and so on. And that 
is one of the strongest factors of this 
program — the ability for students to get 
involved and hands on with the program, 
to take Arts Management beyond the 
classroom. 

At the same time, this program is 
not for everyone (my year started with 
about 40 students, there are less than 
a dozen of us graduating this year) and 
there are a lot of mandatory arts man- 
agement courses that could have been 
taught better. But I’m still here and so 
are others. Why? Because we have a 
passion for the arts. Whether we are art 
history, studio, music or drama majors, 
we are arts managers because we firmly 
believe in the arts we are supporting; 
because, we do not want it to die. 

The greatest thing about this pro- 
gram? The peers that you made along 
the way. 


ehttp/wwwastse-uteronto:ca/~undergnd/ 
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Diatribe of a mad visual art student 


Veronica Yang 


This ranting session is dedicated to two groups of 
people... which one do you belong to? Well, that’s up to 
you to decide. But obviously | know where | stand. And 
since everyone deserves his/her own viewpoints and 
beliefs, here are mine: 

To the people in this college who, by one way or 
another (most probably because of self-deception and 
narcissism) think that they are just soooo00000 much 
better than those “arts people”: 

Greetings and congratulations! | congratulate 
you because you have earned the honor of being the 
addressees of my contempt and complaints. | would 
like to start by comparing our identity as a student of a 
certain faculty or program within UTSC to Race. And 
immediately | can hear someone arguing that one has 
no choice as to which race one is born into, but a stu- 
dent had a choice over which university program he/she 
applies to. While that argument is valid, | would also like 
to point out that we each have our unique and inherent 
set of preferences, beliefs, interests and strengths, and 
they have the power to dictate where we go and what 
we become. So although | am an Arts Management 
Specialist/ Studio Major/ English Minor student because 
| chose it over Biology or Management or Political 
Science, these are also the things that | was “born” 
to do; these are my strengths and these are subjects 
where my passion lie. Some people might be where 
they are because of external pressure: their parents 
made them; they’re too chicken shit to pursue their 
own passions; they are slaves to money and fame... 
So external factors made them go where they are now. 
If this comparison | just made between Race and our 
identity as students of a certain program or faculty made 
even a tiny little bit of sense to you, then try to under- 
stand what | am about to say next. UTSC is Racist. 
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And since an institution is made of its people, then yes, 
YOU are racist. 

Students of the studio program as a “race” are sick 
and tired of constantly being trampled by your self- 
supremacy and ignorance. | am talking to those of you 
who think that Visual Art is for those who are too lazy or 
stupid to be admitted into the “real” university programs, 
like Management or Computer Science. Have you ever 
compiled a portfolio of your dearest pieces, only to hold 
it out like your heart on your sleeve, and showed it to 
art profs with trembling fingers. Hoping that you would 
not be shredded to pieces (again) and the tears would 
not fall because sometimes an art critique feels like an 
attack on your personal well being? Do you even know 
what an art portfolio is? | already feel like | may be 
wasting my breath telling you all of these because the 
inherent problem between YOU and US is that you, like 
racists, do not even try to understand us. But instead 
give us stereotypical labels printed out of your expan- 
sive new printers, and then push us aside, as if we are 
not people and students, just like you. 

Yes, you might graduate into a salary job that pays 
an extra digit than mine; and yes, for every five Gucci 
bags you own in your closet, | have one paint-stained 
canvas tote. You see us as lazy starving artists- starving 
because no one has taught us better. But let me tell you 
this- our passion led us here, and at least we are brave 
enough to embrace it. How many studio students | 
know came into University with a 90-something average 
under their belts? WE could be where YOU are, and our 
parents want us too. But we are not scared to do what 
we are born to do, unlike some of you out there whom 
| know gaze longingly at the studio every time you 
pass by, or buy tons of art supplies with the money you 
earned from the more “prestigious” lines of work, only 


to stack them up in your basement because you wanna 
be artists but are too chicken to do so. When some of 
you who see a black and white painting in the gallery 
and say, “Well, | could have done that.” Guess what? 
You didn’t, we did. Without us, who have to endure 
your jeers and mockery, you would not have those 
pretty bags you carry around because somebody had to 


: design them. Without us, your offices would look stark 


and all your reports will have nothing but blank, white 
covers. Am | trying to change your points of view about 
Visual Art students? | don’t know. But please don’t 
come to me and say how much Art is easier than the 
“real” university programs unless you have tried staying 
up for 2 days straight, working and reworking a 5’ x 5’ 
painting, while keeping our thoughts and ideas in 5 full 
sketchbooks because they are required in our courses. 
All you do is read and memorize and give back all your 
bullshit to your Profs on little sheets of scantron paper, 
occasionally paraphrasing what you cut and paste off 
the internet onto your projects and reports. And yes, our 
class averages are WAY higher than yours. You think it’s 
because our courses are too easy. | say it’s because we 
are just good at what we do. Period. 

To my fellow studio peeps: 

Stand up for us and defend our art through your art. 
Every drawing you doodled on your notebook or exam 
paper; every painting you produced either on walls, 
canvas or over your own closet doors, every idea you 
share with your fellow artists is a testimony to our dedi- 
cation, devotion, and love for art. Do not be apologetic 
when people buy your art- charge them what your think 
your soul’s work deserves. Recognize that THIS is our 
profession and not just a sideline hobby. Do not fall 
victim of academic racism. Do not fail your pencils and 
paintbrushes now. 
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AND SOMETHING ABOUT MUSIC, | GUESS 


Sachin Hingoo 
Advertising Manager 


EXCUSES, EXCUSES: | really 
tried to research this article for once. 
| e-mailed around, asked questions, 
and got nothing. So here is what 
remains, in all its op-ed glory. 

Let me throw out an analogy 
to you. UTSC is Canada to St. 
George’s United States (get it? St 
George? Okay, |’ll stop). 

Fine stupid, I'll be more specific. 
We, as a campus, define ourselves 
purely in relation to our neighbor 
to the west, the downtown campus 
of U of T. Which is not to say that 
one Is better or worse than the other 
because St.George is clearly better 
in all categories except ‘number of 
deer’. 

Since this is the Arts issue and 
| know dick-all about anything 
artistic except music, the question 
I’m posing is, does UTSC have a 
musical identity that is separate 
from St. George’s? Is there a unique 
soundscape that is characteristic of 
our little home in the East end? If 
you look at UTSC’s Music program 
(and, | suppose, most academic 
Music programs), you'd think that 
Classical is the dominant musical 
preference among the students. Of 
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course in reality, you could borrow 
the iPod from pretty much anyone 
walking through the S-Wing and I'd 
bet you Andrew’s pancreas that you 
won't find a single song by Handel 
or Chopin in the 40-odd Gigabytes 
in that little white box. However, no 
self-respecting university is going 
to create a course called “Lil’: from 
Jon to Romeo’, but should they? 
What if those artists (or similar ones) 
represent the musical trends that 
are going to define tomorrow's clas- 
sics? What if Ludacris is’ tomorrow’s 
Wagner (which, I'll admit, is pretty 
unlikely. Busta though...). At its heart 
lies a high-low distinction, popular/ 
mass Culture vs. high culture. Insofar 
as it is taught, high culture is what 
is largely promoted at institutions 
of higher-education. | have taken 
exactly three music courses at U 
of T; Listening to Music (for non- 
Music Students), World Music, and 
Music in The Contemporary World, 
the latter of which was downtown. 
Outside of a one-lecture rant about 
the Cowboy Junkies, there has been 
little said in these three classes about 
popular music. Will the appreciation 
of Brahms really help us appreciate 


the Beastie Boys? Should | give 
a shit about Gregorian chanting, 
when all | want to listen to is Green 
Day? From what I’ve heard about 
UTSC’s Popular Music classes, 
there’s only the most remote of sur- 
face-scratching into the real mean- 
ing behind OMD’s “How Bizzare” 
and Master P’s seminal work, 
“Dope, Pussy, and Money”. 

So, to pose my question again, 
what is Scarborough listening to? If 
you go by the DJ’s at the pubs, it’s 
just Missy and Nelly and Fifty (oh 
my!). But | think there’s more to be 
said by looking at CSCR’s sched- 
ule, in which everything from bhan- 
gara to big-beat is represented in 
some way. There is music from 
all genres, all cultures, spanning 
years of musical works as diverse 
as the Scarborough student body 
itself. So next time you’re mean- 
dering through the Meeting Place, 
dodging club tables and vendors 
like you're in a Marrakech bazaar, 
look up to the speakers and open 
your ears. That's the sound of 
Scarborough, motherfuckers. Drink 
that shit in. 


...because the g 
empty at The 


Wednesday, March 10, 2004 


27 


The Underground ik 


oe pee _ 
_____ People have anal se 
- man, woman . its a 


23.5 http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 


TaN ABIS9NID™ SO. ORC. ISI. WMA a 


ci 


Life 


Lookin 


for a Reason to Cheer 


The trials and tribulations of UTSC’s new Cheering Squad 


Gordon Lane 
Staff Writer 


In the past few weeks you might have noticed a new 
addition to your lectures. You might have seen a couple 
of big smiles asking you to buy a lollipop at their table in 
the Meeting Place. And more than likely you grimaced, 
fighting back the urge to belt out a laugh or even a snide 
comment. Well, in one first-year psychology class, you 
might have heard a girl not able to suppress that urge: 

“Ready? OK!” 

That's right: Get Ready! UTSC has a new way to let 
out all your physical exuberance, and it comes in the 
form of cheerleading. Last September, three first-year 
girls--Jen Nash, Katie Tuttel, and Haylie McCulloch--got 
together the gusto to form a cheerleading squad, know- 
ing full well the potential ridicule they'd be receiving. 
Nonetheless, bubbling blondes hope to be tossing each 
other’s nimble bodies up in the air for a game near you. 
And they’ve been surprisingly motivated, holding the 
team together all year long, with a promising outlook on 
keeping it together for next year. 

While only handful of people showed up for two 
tryouts held in October, the team now has 18 members. 
Everyone who tried out made the team. Since tryouts, 
the squad has been practicing for three and a half hours 
a week, putting together a dance routine they hope to 
perform in the Meeting Place in the coming weeks. 

Among the 18 team members are two men, and the 
team hopes for more next year. “We encourage guys 
to come, Next year we’re going to have tryouts again, 
hopefully get a couple more people on board--a couple 
more guys. Like, the emphasis is we need more guys,” 
says Jen Nash. Having just one male member means 
they have to compete co-ed, and they won't be able 


Where No Faith 
Before... 


A.P. Morehouse 


There is always a new angle to explore, a different 
place to seek answers. If the old, traditional structures 
have lost their flavour, try this one on for size, atheist 
religion. At first glance the phrase seems contradictory. 
Atheism is defined as the theory or belief that God does 
not exist. Religion is the belief in a superhuman control- 
ling power. Here, between two seemingly incongruous 
words, exists the Raelian Movement. 

Their name may ring a bell. They were one of the 
first organizations to jump on the pro-cloning band- 
wagon after Dolly the sheep was successfully engi- 
neered in 1997. They are perhaps the only “religion” 
that has no moral reservations about human cloning. 
Their founder Rael started a company called Clonaid, 
to provide a human cloning service. He sees human 
cloning as the method for humans to achieve eternal 
life. Eventually, according to Rael, humans will have the 
scientific ability to “directly clone an adult person without 
the growth process and to transfer memory and person- 
ality [...] then wake up after death in a brand new body 
just like after a good night sleep”. Their stance is easy 
to understand when the origin of the Raelian Movement 
is considered. They believe that all forms of life on 
Earth “were scientifically created by a perfect mastering 
of genetic engineering by extraterrestrial visitors a very 
long time ago”. 

Nowhere is their opinion stated on the concept of an 
eternal soul. They mention, but fail to expound on, cer- 
tain intangible elements of a human being such as the 
mind, personality and memory. Perhaps human beings 
do have a right to use their own DNA as they chose. 


ver ag a aa aR TTS | 


http:/Awww.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 


to beat other teams who have 6 to 10 men if they only 
have two. 

But in a school somewhat notorious, at least inter- 
nally, for its racism and homophobia, they have quite a 
hurdle ahead of them. Additionally, sports have never 
received much support from the UTSC student commu- 
nity, and cheerleading is no exception. 

While not understanding the irony in the picture 
of cheerleaders selling lollipops, Nash still knows that 
cheerleading is not coming across as one of the more 
important activities at UTSC. With a somewhat embar- 
rassed giggle, Nash commented, “We are very aware 
that there are people that don’t appreciate our presence 
in this school.” When asked what her response is to 
these people, Nash went on to say, “What | say to those 
people is come to one of our practices. Like seriously, 
come to the Teaching Studio on Tuesday morning at 7: 
30 when no one else is here and we're all awake and 
throwing each other up in the air, and catching each 
other. Like, throwing 110 pounds up in the air, and catch- 
ing it, and dancing until we can’t breathe anymore, and 
running for 10 minutes and then, like working out, doing 
conditioning for 25 minutes and then doing cheers...” 

Touche. 

For now, however, the squad’s only worry is money. 
They won't be going to any cheerleading competitions 
this year because they don’t yet have uniforms. Each 
uniform costs from $250 to $300, and with 18 team 
members, that amounts to around $5000. Lollipop 
sales only brought in about $400. But a more recent 
raffle garnered $1000. Nash was able to get Brian 
Kondo, a real-estate agent from Nash‘s hometown of 


Has Gone 


However, if eternal life were attainable through a series 
of clones, would these clones not possess their own 
consciousness and therefore inherent rights to exist 
not merely as replacement bodies? Did Dolly know she 
was a sheep or did they have to infuse her with an ovine 
knowledge? 

These beings, collectively referred to as the 
“Elohim’, are apparently just like us but more advanced. 
Not only are the Elohim responsible for our creation but 
also they claim to be the source and ultimate fulfillment 
of all previous religions. The mission for Rael and his 
followers is to construct an embassy that is politically 
neutral in order that the Elohim will be able to meet 
with our political and scientific leaders. In preparation 
for this eventual conference, the Raelians have the 
additional tasks of informing Earth’s inhabitants of the 
Elohim’s message and to “catalyze a society adapted 
to the future [...] based on the values of love, peace, 
freedom, individuality, pleasure and fulfillment’. 

The further one reads on the Raelians website, a 
corporeal-centered, if not hedonic, side to their organi- 
zation becomes apparent. Terminology such as plea- 
sure and sensuality and their weeklong courses that 
“awaken the mind by awakening the body” set a reader’s 
imagination off and running. The Raelians’ ultimate aim 
is the establishment of a paradise on Earth, a recogniz- 
able desire to return to Eden even if they choose not to 
make the obvious association. That is a goal common 
to many religions, although the behavioural implications 
are different. If there is nothing beyond this physical 
existence, how long is eternity? 
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Ajax, to donate Leafs tickets for the raffle’s first prize, 
and team co-founder Katie Tuttel procured tickets to a 
Roadrunners game for second prize. Third prize was a 
Leafs home jersey Nash purchased, the cost of which 
was reimbursed by the Scarborough Campus Athletics 
Association (SCAA). 

The team gets no funding from the University itself, 
but has much support from the SCAA as well as a few 
other good Samaritans. The SCAA provides the Fitness 
Centre’s Teaching Studio to the team for no charge. Two 
practices in the Teaching Studio would normally cost 
about $90, but the time has been donated. The team’s 
coach, Holly Detweiler, is not affiliated with the school in 
any way, but provides her service for free. She’s a prac- 
ticing chiropractic who has long loved cheerleading, and 
volunteers for an elementary school cheerleading team 
and the Anti-Gravity Trampoline Club, in addition to 
UTSC’s new cheerleading squad. The SCAA was also 
able to get a free parking pass for Detweiler to help out 
the team. 

While the team looks to other ways to fundraise, 
they're keeping focused, with the help of Detweiler, on 
putting together a few routines for performance. Thus 
far they've purchased some practice uniforms, and, 
while hoping to put the emphasis on formal cheerlead- 
ing competitions, want to cheer for a sports game or two. 
But in order to be able to cheer for a sports event, the 
sports team must contact the squad themselves. Any 
coaches, team captains or other members are encour- 
aged to contact Jen Nash at jnash99@rogers.com. 


Rael rocks out! 
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SPORTS QUOTES: The Good, The Bad and The Ugly 


Eric Lee 


As the school year dawns to a near end, we stu- 
dents may need some inspirational words to help us 
through the last leg of the race. Here are some famous 
sports quotes that may provide you with that spark 
of motivation during exam time or something to read 
during lecture. 


THE GOOD 


“If winning isn’t everything, why do they keep score?” 
--Vince Lombardi 


“Your opponent, in the end, is never really the player on 
the other side of the net, or the swimmer in the next lane, 
or the team on the other side of the field, or even the bar 
you must high-jump. Your opponent is yourself, your 
negative internal voices, your level of determination.” 
--Grace Lichtenstein (Sports Writer & Editor) 


“One man can be a crucial ingredient on a team, but one 
man cannot make a team. 

--Kareem Abdul-Jabbar” 

(T-Mac should have this quote tattooed on his fore- 
head) 


“Individual commitment to a group effort -- that is what 
makes a team work a company work, a society work, a 
civilization work.” 
--Vince Lombardi 


“Champions aren’t made in the gyms. Champions are 
made from something they have deep inside them -- a 
desire, a dream, a vision.” 

--Muhammad Ali 


“ve missed more than 9000 shots in my career. I’ve 
lost almost 300 games. 26 times, I’ve been trusted to 
take the game winning shot and missed. I’ve failed over 
and over and over again in my life. And that is why | 
succeed.” 

-- Michael Jordan 


“Every shot not taken is a goal not scored.” 
-- Wayne Gretzky 


“It isn’t the mountains ahead to climb that wear you out; 
it's the pebble in your shoe.” 
--Muhammad Ali 


“I'm so fast that last night | turned off the light switch 
in my hotel room and was in bed before the room was 
dark.” 

--Muhammad Ali 


“Ability is what you’re capable of doing. Motivation 
determines what you do. Attitude determines how well 
you do it.” 

— Mike Ditka 


THE BAD 


“Men forget everything; women remember everything. 
That's why men need instant replays in sports. They’ve 
already forgotten what happened”. 

--Rita Rudner (Comedian) 


“We won! We won! We won! Um, unfortunately, | bet on 
the other team, so we won't be going for pizza.” 
--Chief Wiggum (The Simpsons) 


“It took me seventeen years to get three thousand hits in 
baseball. | did it in one afternoon on the golf course.” 

-- Hank Aaron 

(holds Baseball record for most home runs) 

“It's not the size of the dog in the fight, but the size of the 
fight in the dog.” 

--Archie Griffen (5ft.9, two-time Heisman winner) 

(in other words: it’s not the size of the boat, but the 
motion in the ocean - eh Archie?) 


“If one synchronized swimmer drowns, do all the rest 
have to drown too?” 
--Steven Wright(Comedian). 


“People think we make $3 million and $4 million a 
year. They don’t realize that most of us only make 
$500,000.” 

--Pete Incaviglia (Baseball player) 


“I'll always be Number 1 to myself.” 
-Moses Malone 


THE UGLY 


“Nobody in football should be called a genius. A genius 
is a guy like Norman Einstein.” 
--Joe Theismann 


‘lm tired of hearing about money, money, money, 
money. | just want to play the game, drink Pepsi, wear 
Reebok.” 

--Shaquille O’Neal 


“| want to rush for 1,000 or 1,500 yards, whichever 
comes first.” 
--George Rogers (Football player) 


“lam the most ruthless, brutal champion ever. There is 
no one who can match me. | want your heart. | want to 
eat your children.” 
--Mike Tyson (This one should be in a separate group 
— The Disgusting) 


“When you see me smash somebody's skull, you enjoy 
ite 
--Mike Tyson 


“Not only is he ambidextrous, but he can throw with 
either hand.” 
--Duffy Daugherty (Football Coach) 


“Baseball is 90% mental - the other half is physical.” 
--Yogi Berra 


“Men, | want you just thinking of one word all season. 
One word and one word only: Super Bowl.” 
--Bill Peterson (former College Football Coach) 


“| may. be dumb, but I’m not stupid.” 
--Terry Bradshaw 


“We're going to turn this team around 360 degrees.” 
--Jason Kidd 


“I’m going to graduate on time, no matter how long it 
takes.” . 
-Senior basketball player at the University of Pittsburgh 


“Better teams win more often than the teams that are 
not so good.” 
--Tom Watt (Former Maple Leafs Coach) 


“| owe a lot to my parents, especially my mother and 
father.” 
--Greg Norman 


Although it’s not sports related — how can | leave 
out George W.? ~ 


“We're concerned about AIDS inside our White House 
- make no mistake about it.” 


“You teach a child to read, and he or her will be able to 
pass a literacy test.” 


“For NASA, space is still a high priority.” 


“| have made good judgments in the past. | have made 
good judgments in the future.” 


“The American people would not want to know of any 
misquotes that George Bush may or may not make.” 
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UNINHIBITED 
Shani Robertson 


| have waited patiently, through 1000 sunsets, 

A dozen moons, and the explosion of 5 stars, 

No longer can | retain my desire, 

| require you, now, this instant, 

Don’t reply to me with words, save your lips for other 
pleasures, 

Under the cover of dark, we will be safe to bare all, 

And all is what | intend to see, 

| wish to see your beauty, 

Inner, soul-stunning beauty, 

So rare, as you are the only one who has attained it, 

You’re own class, for which none can enter, 

Graze my lips against yours, gently nuzzling them 
open, 

| want to taste your mouth, at leisure, 

So mine becomes so saturated, it would have felt 
as if, 

You and | were always orally entwined, 

Tips of tongue become as one, 

Moving with a Ying-Yang synergy, 

Mixing our emotions with lust, creating the perfect 
elixir of passion, 

Which | drink hungrily, 

Pressing my body against yours, 

I’m sure | would receive a warmth, which would 
chase the Sun away, 

And in doing so, my desire builds with each passing 
second, 

Can you feel it spilling over? 

| pull you closer, holding your loins to mine, 

I'd trace your back, blades of strength, soft 
shoulders, 

Slender neck, angled with mine, 

Angled as | trace your mouth, 

To create a lasting memory, 

So when | lick my lips, you’re there 

I'll break away momentarily, to refresh your image in 
my mind, 

Your features re-stir my lust, 

Like one without sight, | caress you, feel you 

Using gentle touch, gentle tongue, 

Producing a tactile image, which | won’t forget, 

Your neck; soft kisses, gentle bites, marks of love 

Your chest; gentle teasings of my tongue, 

Traces of desire spelled in morse code, 

Areolas tighten and firm, turning into towers, 

Wishing to climb higher, to meet me, 

As | walk down your body, | stop at your navel, 

The cradle of life, which once brought you life, 

| try to make my own connection, to bring you 
pleasure, 

| journey downwards, and come to a fork, 

| decide my course of action and go straight, 

| enter a world known by few, 

Aworld which defines you as a lover, 

| perch on your ridge, overlooking your river of 
anticipation, 

And with a swan-like motion, | dive in, 

Engulfed in a world of warmth and desire, 

| swim deeper to seek your fire, 

Your back arches, as your world is turned upside 
down, 

| embrace you, allowing you to free-fall into ecstasy, 

Your cries stir me, | return to find you in a hungered 
state, 

| place my mouth on yours in an effort to calm you, 

Lips, loins, hands, and souls entwined, 

We move together in sync, in step and begin our 
journey, 

On a path of mutual ecstasy, 

And now that you know the story, 

Will you walk with me? 
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MISS YOU 
Shani Robertson 


| awoke, 

Staring at the images on my walls, but not really 
looking, 

My mind raced with a 1000 thoughts, 

Most of them about you, 

Are you safe? Is everything going well? Will | see 
you again? 

The phone lays silent, but | am anxious for it to 
ring with news of you, 

My stomach churns, not from hunger, 

| can’t be hungry when it’s filled with all these 
emotions 

I’m trying to digest and expel from my system, 

It’s like bad food, you just have to suffer through, 

Hoping you don’t throw it up, having to face it 
again, 

A voice inside tells me the progress of everything 
inside, 

It’s at the mid-point now, 

The point where you can bring it back up, or it'll 
pass, 

This is it 

Now, this moment, where you can call and change 
my mind, 

Why are you delaying?! 

| know some part of you must feel something 
more. 

Anything at all? No? 

Fine! 

Deny yourself this opportunity, you'll regret it in the 
end, 

Or maybe you've already swallowed your regret, 

And like me are trying to keep it at bay, 

Time passes. 

A silent clock of white noise moves with smooth 
strokes, 

You'd better call right now, or it'll be too late if you 
wait for a face to face moment, 

Because the only way to get these emotions back, 

Is another painful process on it’s own, 

Which will always be laced with the doubt, 

‘How soon till | have to swallow these again?’ 

If you think the 1st time is bad, the 2nd is horrible, 

No amount of MSG could hide the taste, 

‘Now entering the duodenum’, | hear a voice say, 

| smirk, realizing the truth, and accepting it, 

The mid-point has passed, 

The next part won't be so hard, the ‘sort and 
break-down’, 

Only the feelings of ‘friendship’ and ‘desire to pass 
time with you’ 

will be absorbed, 

All tinted with traces of 

Missing you 


Hung Flower 
Mike Guglietti 
Online Editor 


just for a minute 
Anton Y. Mouse 


just for a minute it felt like Summer 

just for a minute, | thought that | could 
remember what it felt like all that time ago 

| hate the person | was yesterday, and 
tomorrow | will hate who | am today 

changing too late and now | worry if can 
adjust and cope in time 

empty and floating with only a vague sense 
of direction 

slowly settling softly 

remembering that I'll see winter when | look 
out my window 
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SPACE | 


Brought to you by the University of 
Toronto Arts Collective 


Two Way Mirrors 
Rachel Coffey 


Don’t say, “It’s going to be okay.” 
Don’t hide behind standard lines. 
A window with a pretty reflection 
| see through you. 

Beyond your dark hair, 

Intriguing eyes, 

Charming smile, 

| see you. 

Beyond your mystery, 

Intense stare, 

Carefree laughter, 

| see you. 

| know 

lam 

You 

It's not okay. 


Abused 


Geetha Sanmugalingham 


When the heart is abused 
Tears are shed 

When the body is abused 
Bruises are purple 

When the mind is abused 
Thinking is damaged 
When the soul is abused 
Revenge is taken 


Broken heart 
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Untitled 


Alexandra Gavalas 


Deceitful Trial 
Jorge Libaque 


How keen reflexes pass the mind by 
judgement, 

Of the hollow figures in unopened 
books; 

The travesty of actions that by mistake 
Cause wrongs, 

The missed opportunities by refusing a 
stretch of hand; 

The kindness that be overlapped by 
selfish stares, 

That form quick impressions by what is 
candy 

To the eye to be fed, 

Called by its thirst, 

Quenched by its desire, 
Acknowledged without thought; 
Hesitation becomes inexistent, 

The word of the vanished, 

And if by luck should the wrapping be 
sweet, 

Merely incompetence will he never 
learn, 

To be destined in regret, 

To think of missed greatness of future 
moments, 

With the unopened texts, 

Whose words of sweet calm sensations, 
Would later be read; 

But too anxious to forgive a claim will his 
heart find, 

That for quick judgement come 
punishment, 

The torture of a mistake never forgotten. 


Geetha Sanmugalingham 


A coward has stolen half my heart 
Leaving one half to despair 

One is no good without the other 
none for a shoulder to cry 

none for a cheerful laugh 

none to tease, none to please 

My other half, where are you? 

| am in such sorrow, because only 2 


make a pair and only one is here. 
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Control 
Corey Lewis 


In grade six there were only three 
things on my mind: Castlevania Ill, 
Melissa Thomson, and bed-time (a.k.a. 
9 pm). On the nights that | was actu- 
ally able to cry myself asleep to the 
subdued moans elicited from my older 
brother’s anal abuse of one of his numer- 
ous ‘sleep-over buddies,’ I’d find myself 
stuck in this magical, yet deadly game of 
cat and mouse with death, or one of his 
many minions. Someone or something 
was always out to kill me. Even things 
that were trustworthy in real life tried 
to do me in, in this demented universe. 
One time my Nintendo electrocuted me 
before swallowing me inside its cartridge 
slot. | swore off Castlevania for months. 
Another time, Melissa shot me with a 
bazooka for touching her boobies (or, 
rather, the place where her boobies 
were to grow — some six years later). 
Sometimes I'd nod off during the day 
only to awaken uncertain of whether 
the nightmare | was suffering through 
had ended or just become extremely 
realistic. When this happened, I’d usually 
run away screaming from the first person 
I'd encounter; gotta be careful in those 
dreams. (When mom’s saying ‘hello,’ it’s 
probably just to divert my attention away 
from the cyanide-tipped butcher knife 
she’s clandestinely brandishing.) 

| sought solace in the wise words of 
my now no longer best-friend Jay. | told 
him about my problems. His reply: "You 
know if Dracula, or whoever the fuck is 
trying to get you, actually gets you before 


you wake up, you’re dead in reali life, 
eh?" Thanks a lot, Jay. Thanks a whole 
fucking bunch. Not only did Jay’s sage 
advice fail to alleviate my suffering, it 
also increased the frequency of my (and 
everyone who was at Jay’s sleepover 
that night) nightmares two-fold. Nobody 
was able to get a good nights sleep for 
the rest of grade-school. That is, until | 
figured out something that would change 
my life forever. 

Not exactly sure how, but | discov- 
ered that it was possible to control your 
dreams by becoming conscious of the 
fact that you were dreaming; if you put 
your mind to it, you, and not the gremlins 
in the faulty mechanics of the nose-diving 
airplane that was your brain, could be the 
sole arbiter of your sleepy-time events. 
A break-through of elephantine propor- 
tions, this was. Better than discovering 
the hole in-between Jay’s and his sixteen 
year-old sister’s room. Newton and his 
apple had nothing on me. 

Of course, | was greedy. While the 
rest of my friends spent their nightly 
romps running from the reaper, | fucked 
the entire cheer-leading squad of the 
local Catholic high-school raw. 

| continued to master my domain all 
through grade-school, high school and 
even college. | slayed dragons during 
my Dungeons and Dragons phase, took 
out the entire football team bare-handed 
during my "I’m-a-big-fucking-geek-who- 
made-the mistake-of wearing-jogging- 
pants-to-high-school-instead-of-Levis" 


phase (better known as my freshman 
year), and did the Dean’s daughter up 
the poop-chute, took it out, and let it go in 
her mouth during my academic probation 
phase during college. 

Every night was like a new adven- 
ture; every dream got better. So you can 
imagine my elation when twelve o’clock 
hit and my fatigue started to increase. 
Jump into bed and hit the pillow; nothing 
could be better. 

My latest adventure began with loads 
of potential; the cops were after me for 
stealing... well it’s not important what | 
stole. The chase was what was relevant. 
For what seemed like hours | evaded 
these hopeless goons: disappearing in 
front of them; reappearing behind them 
and knocking them out; scaling the walls 
and descending on them when they 
idiotically walked into the middle of the 
bulls-eye | left on the ground. God, were 
they ever stupid. 

My antics grew tiresome. | decided 
to let them catch me, just to see what 
they'd do. Even though I'd single hand- 
edly decimated half their force, they only 
arrested me. After they slapped the cuffs 
on me, just for kicks, | asked if | could say 
goodbye to a few people before | went to 
jail, for what | assumed, would be a very 
long time. They agreed. 

Like any good dream, all the people 
| wanted to say goodbye to were within 
walking distance of my present location, 
in the exact same environments that they 
inhabited when | had seen them last in 
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Groundworks. 


the real world: my parents at home; my 
buddy Jensen at school; grandpa in 
Ireland. Last, but definitely not least, was 
Marie at work. 

There stood Marie in all her resplen- 
dent glory leaning over the counter at the 
hell-hole HMV that | unfortunately called 
my place of employment. The only good 
thing about "HMV" was the fact that their 
logo was perfectly centered on Marie’s 
right breast when she wore their corpo- 
rate-whore uniform. 

| crossed the street that separated 
Ireland and the U.S. and approached 
the counter. Marie seemed uninterested 
in the men with blurry faces and big guns 
who followed close behind. 

"Marie!" 

"Hey!" 

"Well, since I’m going to jail for a long 
period of time," | paused to let her ask 
why, but she never did. Undaunted, | kept 
going, "I figured that now’d be as good a 
time to say something." 

"What?" 

"| love you Marie." | said with a smirk. 
"| loved you since the day | met you." | 
had a hard time suppressing my laugh- 
ter, but | succeeded. Expecting her to 
freak out, or say nothing as her cheeks 
turned a rosy red | smiled, turned and 
waltzed towards the door. 

Halfway out and she cried, "Why, 
didn’t you say something sooner?" 

Now | was caught off guard. | stood 
in the doorway for a moment, thinking 
about how to respond while staring at 
grandpa still waving good-bye over in 
Ireland. 

"You’re going out with someone. 
You don’t like me. Plus, you're the flirty 
fuck that'll flirt people like me into liking 
you and then claim no involvement in 
this creation after you've flirted enough 
confidence into me to get me to say 
something I'll forever regret. Despite how 
much anguish you cause me, | value 
what little awkward-free conversation 
we share." 

"Well, it would have been nice to 
know somebody loves me." 

"THAT DOESN’T EVEN FUCKING 
MAKE SENSE!" In case you hadn't 
noticed, | lost it at this point. "WHY 
WOULD YOU CARE? YOU’RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO SAY THAT! WHO SAYS 
THAT! WHO IN THEIR RIGHT MIND 
WOULD SAY THAT?" 

She just replied with a simple, "I 
love you." | blew my top; flipped 
my wig. The cops tried to drag me away 
but | resisted, putting up a valiant fight 
even while handcuffed; | elbowed like a 
mother-fucker. They tried to calm me, but 
| was furious and would not be silenced. 
Not without a fight. Cops knew what to 
do, though: pulled out his silenced pistol 
and aimed at my head. Cock-sucker 
unloaded three shots into my head 
before | remembered that this was only a 
dream. 
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Events 


Wednesday, March 10, 2004 


If you know of an event that might benefit from a little bit of buzz (i.e. Ticketmaster is not involved) 
let us know by sending an email with “EVENTS” in the subject line to: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 

The Underground and its staff do not guarantee any information printed in this listing. Due to the 
often sketchy nature of such events, the details are liable to change, or be outright false. Make use of 
any contact information provided beforehand.... and otherwise, have fun! 


MAR 11 - The Pink Floyd Experience 
A combination of light, sound 
and music of Pink Floyd in a 
theatre setting. This is a not a live 
performance by Pink Floyd!! At the 
Hummingbird Centre, 8pm. Tix from 
ticketmaster. 

MAR 11 AND 29 - Reiki Share 
Outline: Includes is a guided medita- 
tion, icebreaker to meet new friends 
followed by a day/evening of Reiki 
sessions. 

Dates and Times: Thurs. March 11th, 
from 6 pm to 9:30 pm and Monday 
March 29th from 6 to 9:30 pm 

Place: The Bloor St. United Church, 
upstairs in room 31 (470 Huron 
door). This is a holistic healing event 
(so it’s non-religious). Please don’t 
call give out the church office # since 
they don’t like getting public calls. 
You can give my number and email 
instead. 

Outline: Includes is an icebreaker for 
new people to meet, and a guided 
meditation followed by 20 minute 
Reiki sessions. 

Please bring what you can: a bed 
sheet,foam/yoga mat, pillow case, 
pillow, and mug/cup. Massage tables 
are very appreciated too. 

Admission is... $7/person. 

Donations are also encouraged with 
thanks since admission is very mini- 
mal. 

Everyone is welcome: The public 
as well as energy workers from all 
modalities. 

Building a Community: These events 


are about building a loving sup- 
portive community so we can help 
each other. People often leave feel- 
ing happier and more peaceful than 
when they came in and excited from 
having made new friends and con- 
nections. Feel free to bring your 
business cards/flyers and put them 
on the table. 

Reiki Sessions: 

Reiki benefits every kind of emotional 
and physical problem. Sessions are 
deeply relaxing. They relieve pain 
while balancing emotions, aligning 
and detoxifying the body. 

MAR 13 - Grrrl Fest: workshops 
Location: UTSC B Wing, The Attic 
(follow the signs) 10:00 am - 6:00 
pm. Free & Open to the public 

For more information and to register, 
email: utscwomenscentre@hotmai 
I.com 

Accessibility: wheelchair accessible 
MAR 13 - Grrrl ‘z Unplugged 
Location: UTSC B Wing, The Attic 
(follow the signs) 7:00pm. Free 

& Open to the public For more 
information and to register, email: 
utscwomenscentre@hotmail.com 
Accessibility: wheelchair accessible 
APR 5 - Squarepusher - 

Phoenix, $18. 416-870-8000. 
www.rootmeansquare.ca 

MAY 15 - NORTHDALE CONCERT 
BAND SPRING CONCERT - 7:30pm, 
$10 adults, $8 students/seniors, kids 
free. St. Jude’s Church (10 Howarth 
Ave). Call 905-886-0858 for more 
info. 


UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 
Buying something? 
Selling something? 
Massaging something? 
UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 


Starting in our next issue, the Underground will 

be running classified ads as a service to UTSC 
students, for the low low price of nothing*. That’s 
right, nothing*. Please submit your classifieds to 
ug_classys@hotmail.com. Please, be reasonable. 
We can only print messages that are short, sweet, and 
interesting. 


*The Underground reserves the right to refuse to print a 
classified ad for whatever reason we want. 


C L A Ss S I F I E D 


for sale - return greyhound bus ticket from scarborough town 
center to ottawa direct for use until may 6/04. asking $75 or best 
offer, email me at: fortyfoursmiles@yahoo.ca 


Next Issue of the Underground: Coming March 24th 
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Vacant 


At The Underground we love unsolicited material, 
especially letters and opinion pieces. Should such 
material be typed and emailed (undergnd@utsc.ut 
oronto.ca) to The Underground's snazzy portable 
by or before noon on the Friday prior to the desired 
publication date, we will more than likely print it. We 
kindly ask that submissions include the writer’s name, 
email, and student number. 


Submissions become the property of The Under- 
ground and may or may not be published at the whim 
of The Editorial Board. The Board reserves the right to 
poke fun at submissions, post them on the wall in The 
Underground’s snazzy portable (for the enjoyment 
of our staff and guests) or alter them in print in any 
way provided it is so acknowledged. By submission, 
authors implicitly bow down to the total editorial control 
of The Editorial Board and freely consent to the addi- 
tion of witty comments and criticisms (especially in the 
case of libelous or malicious submissions) courtesy 
of the snarky editors. 


For a more official-sounding Letters and Opinions 
Policy contact undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


The Underground 
is published by the 
Scarborough Campus 
Student Press, a non- 
profit corporation. It 
is funded by way of a 
direct levy to students 
of the University of 
Toronto Scarborough 
Campus, and through 
local and national 
advertising. The 
Underground is a 
member of Canadian 
University Press 
(CUP). 
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At the beginning of the year | had it 
all planned out. | knew exactly what | was 
going to write in this, the final issue of the 
semester. Now it’s changed, twisted and 


reformed into something else that | didn’t: 


expect. Something that’s been bothering 
me for a few months now, and if | don’t 
just expel it out of me it'll just bother me 
for way too long. 

Let me start off by saying that | love 
this job. Despite all the stress, it’s given 
me an opportunity to express myself 
that I've never had before. But that’s 
not to say that there aren’t drawbacks. 
The chief drawback for me personally 
is what | call the two-faced. Basically 
it boils down to the fact that along with 
any position of authority, come people 
who slander you behind your back while 
praising you to your face. I'd like to think 
| know who my friends are, and for the 
most part | do. But on a few occasions 
| hear rumblings of things said that just 
blows my mind. 

If it's taught me anything it’s this: 
This college should be an exchange of 
ideas. Like I’ve said before, my one and 
only goal is to encourage discussion 
within the student population. If you have 
something on your mind then everyone 
needs to hear it. That’s not to say that | 
think that “everyone” can be reached, but 
it's worth it to try. It is our lust to be heard 
that distinguishes us as individuals. 

Now having said that, | think dis- 
agreement is a great thing. | freely admit 
that | don’t edit this paper to create 
something that everyone likes. If every- 
one liked it, then it wouldn’t be worth 
anything because it wouldn't be able to 
change a damn thing. Trying to please 
everyone implies that you are happy with 
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the status quo, and as you might have 
guessed | am not. | suppose what | don’t 
understand is the level of seriousness 
that some people attach to this paper, or 
even this college as a whole. 

It's like what | said at the beginning 
of the year --this is a college with a high 
school mentality. I’ve met students who 
were so depressed because they missed 
their high school so much. There, they 
were popular and confident. Now lost in 
the crowd they long to rekindle that feel- 
ing. So they entrench themselves deep 
into the school, latching on to one social 
group or another where they can feel 
popular and loved again, conforming to 
the likes and dislikes of their immediate 
peers. So when it becomes time to leave 
UTSC, they don’t want to. But there’s 
only one problem. This is not the point 
of University! 

University, like high school, is a 
means to an end -- you go to prepare 
yourself. But it doesn’t last forever. It’s 
not supposed to. I’m not saying that you 
shouldn’t try and make friends with other 
students or not get involved with any 
activities beyond class. | suppose |’m just 
saying that | didn’t want to run a paper 
that was like the land that surrounds us. 
Unchanging basically filled with nothing. 
Well, nothing that | think could be consti- 
tuted as interesting. 

We live in a country where we’re sup- 
posed to coexist with people that are dif- 
ferent than us. UTSC should reflect this 
notion. Like Canada, UTSC is a mixture 
of culture, ethnicity, religion, sexuality, 
and political ideals. It should never be 
just about pleasing the majority. It should 
be about exploring as much as you can, 
the people and ideas that are unfamiliar 
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to people, and that’s been my motiva- 
tion. 

However unlike Canada, UTSC is a 
very small place. There’s only so far you 
can go in a place that’s so small. So my 
message to you is this: | know many of 
you like being here. As much as you com- 
plain about it, these walls have become 
comforting to you. You've made many 
friends here and that’s important. But if 
they’re your real friends then they won't 
disappear into thin air after you gradu- 
ate. As diverse as it is here, it is only a 
bathroom break during intermission. You 
have to move on so you can see the rest 
of the show, because it can be the most 
exciting part of your life if you make it that 
way. After all this is just UTSC. Let’s be 
honest, it’s not that important. This paper 
isn't that important. Like UTSC as a 
whole it is a means to an end. It serves 
as a forum for student ideas and expres- 
sion, to satisfy our craving for progress 
in our lives as we work towards our little 
pieces of paper. Once you leave here it 
becomes completely meaningless. 

Get’ involved, make sure you're 
heard, but don’t put so much value in 
this place that it becomes what your live 


revolves around when you don’t have to 


be here. 


Have a great summer. 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Chief 


- 
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Shameless Self-Promotion? 


Michelle Righetti 
Associate Editor 


When your Editor-In-Chief asks you to fill a 
page with ANYTHING you want to say, what do you 
write? My first instinct was to try to map out some 
kind of collage of things that | value as important, 
and to draw a theme from what resulted from my 
efforts. Perhaps it is because the last few months 
of my life have been brimming with combinations 
of scenes from The Tempest and 
music from my outside work with 
Ensemble Tryptych (a Toronto 
vocal theatre company). Perhaps 
it is due to some inexplicable 
turn of fate. The only thing that 
| could think of putting down 
though (except for the members 
of my family, friends, etc.) was a 
representation of my passion and 
dedication for the Arts. When | 
stop to think about this, (actually, 
| am stopped at a red traffic light 
while listening to a Nina Simone 
CD in my beaten old Volkswagen 
that | am contemplating _ this. 
Just thought I’d let you know.) it 
occurs to me that my insistence 
upon the arts is my only reason 
for being here. 

Believe it or not, U of T was 
the only Ontario University (at 
the time of my enrolment three 
or so years ago) where | was 
able to (actually, encouraged to!) 
experiment, learn and collaborate 
in various art-forms. | was never 
asked to choose between theatre 
and music, visual art or literature, 
languages or sciences. Sure, in 
order to finish my degree | have 
had to make choices that would 
assist me in my completion of 
a B.A. (and will continue to do 
so). But my time here has been 
a complete reassurance that the 
late nights finishing essays that 
were overdue, and the countless hours of sleep- 
inducing and riveting lectures alike, are all worth 
the struggle. 

| came into University thinking that | would 
have a 4.0 GPA and tons of time on my hands in 
between classes and assignments and homework. 
| admit that if | were the kind of person who could 


just study my way through school that might be 
true. Instead, though, | chose to take an active role 
in getting involved here. As a result, every moment 
has become precious and my GPA is comfortable, 
but not as spectacular as | would have expected it 
to be. After the recent debate on the importance 
of the GPA, | feel it is only realistic to say that the 


GPA is only a reflection of your time in-class- not of 
your experience in the environment this University 
provides. At this time, that is only as important to 
me as | make it. 

As a result of my artistic endeavours, | am 
scheduled to be working on various projects in the 
near future. Since | have been given the liberty 


to use this space as | wish, I’m going to take this 
opportunity to encourage any of you who are inter- 
ested to come and attend some of these events. If 
you are in your first year here, come to see what 
the University has to offer. You don’t have to be an 
Arts student to attend, enjoy or participate in these 
events. By auditioning for productions, singing in 
our choirs and browsing our gal- 
leries, you can both meet new 
and interesting people, and find 
out new things about yourself. If 
you have already been here for 
a while, you probably know that 
you can do these things, but by 
reminding you to at least take a 
look at what’s going on, maybe 
| can also remind you to take 
a break from your “real world’. 
We all need reminders now and 
then. 

So, for those of you wonder- 
ing what's going on, the Prague- 
Toronto-Manitoulin-Theatre 
Project Ill is leaving for Prague 
in the beginning of May. When 
we come back, there will be new 
and exciting performances here, 
at the LLBT, including both the 
Toronto/Manitoulin actors and 
the Czech actors. On Apr. 3, 
in the new ARC concert Hall, 
there will be an exciting concert 
- featuring the UTSC Choirs and 
a string ensemble, as well as 
various vocal soloists, including 
myself. Apr. 4, the UTSC wind 
ensemble will be performing in 
the ARC. (Both of these per- 
formances in the ARC are free 
admission. How great is that?). 
On Mar. 24 (that’s today!), there 
will be an Open Mic night hosted 
by Professor Garry Leonard, in 
the Attic. All you have to do to 
find out about these events is look at the walls as 
you walk down the hallways on campus, or check 
the UTSC website ( www.utsc.utoronto.ca) under 
“great resources...”/cultural affairs & events.” Or 
walk by the Cultural Affairs office in the B-wing 
above Tim Horton’s. It doesn’t take a lot to get 
involved. Who knows, you might even enjoy it. 


Pe a Castro ets 
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A) 
Art vs. “Art” 


Greg Brown 
Production Manager 


Several weeks ago, | was playing with 3D 
Studios, and in a few minutes time | had the 
image labeled “A”, which | thought was “kinda 
cool’. A few people who happened to be in the 
lab with me saw it, and right away | was assailed 
with questions, comments and suggestions. 
More recently, | was working on another piece 
for a class, the lower image labeled “B”. Again, 
there were a few comments from passersby, but 
something happened that kinda irked me. A few 
people remembered me as “That guy with the 
3D cube thing”, and kept asking me to show 
the cube to their friends. Not to say that | was 
wasn’t flattered by the comments, but | found it 
a little bizarre that they would be so interested in 
something that really didn’t require a great deal 
of time or effort, instead of something that | feel 
made for a far more engaging piece of art. 

Now, before you can make any comments 
about my second image just being less interest- 
ing or of lower quality (both of which, for the 
record, are false), I’ve noticed that “true” art 
often takes a second seat to work that is simply 
meant to catch the eye. As a former member 
of DeviantArt, an online showcase for various 
types of artwork, | found that even the most high 
quality work that was reminiscent of the more 
classical photographic or painting methods 
always got less attention than those that were 
nothing more than a random miasma of shiny 
3D shapes and scanlines. The online tutorials 
for software like Photoshop and 3D Studios 
Max almost always focus on how to make a 
glittery blue ball of energy or brushed metal but- 
tons for the website showing off your amazing 
Inu Yasha and Final Fantasy images with lens 
flares and overlayed hairlines. Any articles that 
cover “painting” with realistic lighting or proper 
color correction are few and far between. A lot of 
the students that | got to school with, the same 
people who fawn over shiny chrome cubes and 
rusted metal gears, tend to ignore, or even 
worse, mock the various sculptures that adorn 
the different buildings in the downtown core. I’m 
not saying that people have to like something 
just because it manages to be recognized as an 
actual art piece as opposed to just another piece 
of trend-whoring digital wizardry, but sometimes 
it seems like true art doesn’t get the recognition 
that it deserves. Appreciate art, people, and | 
mean real art. OK, that’s it. I’m done. 
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FILE NOT FOUND 


Sachin Hingoo 


For years ago, | got lost the very first time | came to 
this building. Having never traveled any farther east on 
the subway than Yonge Street, | found myself in what 
was at once a foreign territory to me. | was just about to 
go into residence and had never really lived on my own 
before, and it seemed as though a lot of independence 
was coming my way real fast, like the rush you get when 
you inhale nitrous oxide. The thing about this is that, 
like a nitrous high, you’re never really ready for it until 
it hits you. 

So on that first visit, it was really hot out and without 
a book to read on the 116 Morningside, | fell asleep on 
the bus, missing the Ellesmere stop and continuing to 
where that bus terminates its route. This happened 
to be in one of those generic housing divisions north 
of Sheppard where every house looks like the next. | 
was confused as to where | was, but | (stupidly) got off 
anyway and began walking aimlessly around the sub- 
division, thinking offhandedly that the school might just 
lie beyond that row of too-similar red-brick homes. As 
| walked, | began following a girl around because she 
looked about the university age, keeping my distance so 
as not to appear creepy. When she turned and walked 
into one of the red-brick houses | dropped back out of 
her line of sight, lighting a cigarette and turning around 
to walk back to the bus stop. 

| eventually found my way to campus that day, 
but after four years here, I’m still pretty lost. Sure, | 
drive to school now and most of my friends live east of 
Yonge, but this building, with all its promise of familiar- 
ity and welcome, still seems alien. Maybe it’s all the 
new people, many of them six years younger than | am 
and to whom | hardly relate to anymore. Maybe it’s the 
construction, which has turned this school - seemingly 
overnight - into a completely different building, the doom 
fortress now appended with shiny copper strongholds 
and silver geometric shielding like something out of 
Blade Runner. 

Yet still there are things that remain constant. The 


RETRACTION 


The Underground would like to retract all previous installations of the 
Weekly Haiku from September 2003 onward. It has been brought to 
our attention that this feature has been erroneously labeled ‘Weekly’ 
when, in fact, it has appeared Bi-Weekly. Our sincerest apologies to 


sticklers for chronology, wherever you may be. 


q Weekly Haiku 
by Sachin Hingoo 


Japan is pissed off 
I've destroyed their poetry 
And killed their ninjas. 


cafeterias haven’t changed that much, and their new 
additions are pedestrian to me since all | order there 
is poutine and water. | still walk into S-309 when I’m 
supposed to be in S-319, though not quite as often as | 
did when | was in first year, and only when it’s really late 
out and I’ve been drinking since 10 or stoned since 4. 
The bathrooms, which | did a too-thorough investigation 
of for this publication last year, are still much the same 
(stay away from the B-Wing ‘Water Closet’ - go for the 
S-Wing bathrooms instead), albeit with different, less 
insightful graffiti. 

There are the files and folders of failures and suc- 
cesses that make up my University career. There are 
piles of newspapers with my often moronic op-ed pieces 
and always pointless haiku. There are assignments left 
undone and essays that more plusses after the ‘A’ than 
| ever thought possible. There are photographs and 
roaches, self-published magazines and little pink dime 
bags crusted with powders that even | can’t identify 
anymore. 

And finally there are the people I’ve met here. 
Some, like me, are still in school, trying to graduate next 
month. Others have fallen by the wayside, dropped out 
and moved away or making a pretty decent living selling 
me cocaine or pills in beautiful hues of pink and blue 
when |’m feeling down. Then there’s all the people in 
between - the writers, the activists, the bizness people, 
the potheads - | could go on, but you could rent The 
Breakfast Club and get a pretty good cross-section of 
who I'm talking about. 

Oh, but there is one other person | should mention. 
Remember that girl | followed around the subdivision 
way back in that summer before first-year? | saw her 
last week in the hall, looking visibly stressed. Surprised 
and, for some reason, glad that she actually does attend 
this school, | gave her the half-nod, acknowledging the 
non-connection we have. She narrowed her eyes at me 
and walked by. 


THEOMANIA 


Sachin Hingoo 


The stench emanating from the elderly 
woman as she sits down next to you is over- 
powering and the chair’s leather cover - at 
least you hope it’s the leather cover - makes 
a farting sound that’s inaudible to any of 

the other people in the room, all of whom 
are staring straight ahead in something like 
a trance while the man on the stage, clad 

in a pristine white suit asks the congrega- 
tion what they believe in and even though 
the question is rhetorical the old, stinking 
bitch sporting what looks like a five ‘o’ clock 
shadow murmurs ‘Jesus’ which makes you 
sick all over again because you can’t even 
imagine what it means to believe in anything 
anymore because it’s been so long since 
you put your faith in something and when 
you look over at the old bag she’s staring 

at - through - you like she can read your 
mind and you look away and up to the stage 
where the man in the white suit is telling 
people to stand and sing and when the con- 
gregation does so you do too even though 
you don’t know the words but you fake it 
and the song is so simple and repetitive that 
within a minute you do know it and you are 
singing for real while in your mind you're 
wondering why you took this assignment and 
why you didn’t do the review of that stupid 
romantic comedy instead of this article on 
the Pentecostal church. 

The old woman falls on the floor. 

The song gets louder. 

Before you can react she is writhing there 
and it looks like she’s trying to swallow her 
tongue. 

The song gets faster. 

No one makes a move to help the 

woman as she lies there twitching. 

Which is when you notice that it’s hap- 
pening to others in the congregation. 
Dozens of people writhing on the floor, 
speaking in gibberish. 

They look like worms after a rainstorm, 
wriggling on the driveway. 

You wonder if this is what it’s like to 

believe. 

You wonder if this is what it’s like to see 
God. 

This is not what you signed up for. 

This is not what we agreed to. 

As you turn to walk out the door, away 

from these insane fuckers, the old woman’s 
eyes, heretofore blank, looking at nothing, 
lock onto yours. 

She still writhes, tongue hanging out, 

drool forming at the corner of her mouth and 
then a puddle on the floor. 

The man in the white suit says to praise 
Jesus. 

The old woman looks crazy and 

demented but her eyes, these cool steel- 
gray eyes lock onto yours and there is some 
understanding through her seemingly help- 
less moaning. 

Her moaning mixes with the moaning of 

all the others. 

The sound rises into a continuous hum. 

The old woman, her face rolling into the 
puddle of drool, is still looking at you. 

As you back out of the building you 

swear she says your name. 
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Life imitates art 


Keith Friedlander 
Arts Editor 


When | heard | would be given an entire page in the final issue 
of the Underground to do whatever | wanted with | was delighted. | 
started thinking of ideas that very night. That was a month ago. | 
still haven't come up with anything interesting. But as this is the final 
article of my final year as Arts Editor and as | have always tried in the 
past to provide thought provoking and culturally rich subject matter 
for your digestion AND since | can do whatever the hell | want, | 
leave you with this: 
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Written in 1985 this prophetic Marvel comic book cover depicts 
on all too familiar scene. Note the fleeing citizenry. Coincidence? 
Discuss amongst yourselves. 
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Rock U 


Christian Lucier 
News/Life Editor 


Our Editor-in-Chief gave a number of us a whole 
page for the final issue of the Underground. At first, | was 
not entirely sure what | wanted to do with such a large 
amount of space. Questions plagued my mind, all focus- 
ing on what is worth writing a page about. After some 
careful deliberation, | decided to write on something | 
believe | have a strong grasp on; rock and roll. Now, 
don’t get me wrong, | am not talking about the junk you 
hear on the radio twenty-four seven. Forget the radio. 
Leave Nickelcrap (courtesy of Mr. John Gillingham) and 
Theory of a Dead Band out of this, for those two night- 
mares are the epitome of what is not rock. 

Rock and roll, as much | do not want to lay boundar- 
ies and guidelines, is a formula. At the heart of it, is the 
need for simplicity. That is the main downfall of all popu- 
lar rock bands nowadays (The Darkness, | am looking 
your way). A number of bands believe that the essence 
of rock and roll is to be over-the-top, explosive, and god 
forbid dy-na-mite. No! If there is anything to prove that 
rock requires simplicity, it is the various rock bands of 
the 80’s, and where are they now? Platinum Blonde has 
been known to perform at the cougar joint, Montana’s, 
which is a far cry from the ACC. The root of the problem 
for most overzealous rock bands is that it is impossible 
to be full throttle all the time, and when these bands are 
not pushing the peddle to the metal, the musical glue and 
magic that holds these bands together withers away. 

| will now reveal the most secret and vaiuable piece 
of information in rock and roll history to this day - The Too 
Fly Simplified Formula for A Great Rock Bande#. The for- 
mula calls for four musical elements, these being drums, 
bass, rhythm guitar, and lead guitar. Anymore more then 
four musicians, and the band will turn into some ungodly 
monstrosity like Collective Soul, circa 1994. Remember 
to keep it simple! 

Let's start with percussion, my specialty. The first 
rule in drumming, not everyone is Keith Moon and not 
everyone likes Neil Peart. Learn, love it, and practice 
it. The difficulty when playing drums in a rock band is 
determining what is too much and what is not enough. 
This goes for both simple beats and drum rolls. My rule 
of thumb is to try and accentuate the riffs of the song with 
beats that will enhance the presence of the sound. Do 
not hide in the background, but at the same time do not, 
as the expression goes, go balls out. Some of the best 
beats in rock and roll are simple, be it a simple high-hat 
and kick-drum combo or a nicely paced glide on the old 
ride symbol with the accent of a crash from time to time. 
By playing in such a way, there will be room for the other 
band members to stretch their legs and execute their 
roles. 

Now moving on to the drummer’s best friend and 
affiliate in the rhythm department, which is the bass 
player. The bass in any song should be felt in one place, 
the stomach. A bass player needs to understand that it 
is his job to make people feel light on their feet, kind of 


like the free fall on Drop Zone at Paramount Canada’s 
Wonderland, but at the same time keeping the listener 
grounded. Such ability is difficult to master, and probably 
one of the most overlooked requirements when playing 
bass. As much as the drummer is responsible for the 
fist pumping in a classic rock song, the bass player is 
responsible for getting the listener’s neck twitching to the 
rhythm of the rock. There are numerous ways to play 
a bass, but slap bass in many respects is a despicable 
contribution to the sound of rock. We aren't watching 
fucking Seinfeld. The key for playing bass in rock and roll 
is to keep it basic, relatively steady, and full in sound. If 
one were to follow these steps, a new and improved John 
Entwistle would be in the making. 

Quality rhythm guitar playing is probably one of the 
most crucial and underrated ingredients in a great rock 
and roll band. If drums and bass set the stage for a rock 
song, then rhythm guitar is exactly what is going to be 
performing on that stage, so it better be damn good. A 
number of more popular rhythm guitar players rely heav- 
ily on power chords. True enough, power chords are a 
great way to shove the riff of a rock song down the ear 
canal of the listener, but there are subtler ways to pro- 
duce the same effect. Make the rhythm guitar sound 
nice and warm, kind of fuzzy. This entices the listener to 
embrace the melody of the song, be it slow or fast. The 
rhythm guitar player in many respects is also the conduc- 
tor. It is his or her responsibility to set the pace and keep 
the wheels of the song greased and moving. Therefore, 
if any band is to break the boundaries of rock and roll, it 
must have a concrete rhythm guitar player that can act as 
the musical foundation for the band. 

Last, but certainly not least, is lead guitar. A lead 

guitar player is tricky to characterize, because it is such 
a personalized style of playing. Face it, guitar solos all 
come from within and certainly cannot be described, 
unless you are Jack Black and want to vocalize it. 
Depending on the nature of a rock song, the less is more 
principle comes into effect again. However, sometimes a 
song needs a killer squeak box and lead guitar can cer- 
tainly provide this effect. If there is one way to view lead 
guitar, then it must be seen as the blade of a song. It will 
foresee as to whether or not that song is sharp enough to 
cut into the listener’s ear. It is crucial that lead guitar uses 
drums, bass, and rhythm guitar as a platform in order 
to stand out. Maintain caution when playing lead guitar 
though, because it can be very addictive and very easy to 
achieve an overkill status. 
__ There you have it, The Too Fly Simplified Formula for 
A Great Rock Bande2. Some elements can be changed 
or altered, but all together, it is a great formula in creating 
a band that wili be able to compete and even dominate 
today’s standards of rock and roll. Vocals were not 
included, because well, a singer will either sound like the 
raw gritty chain smoker that he or she is, or a cat being 
skinned alive with a spoon. It is as simple as that. 
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Relation Nation 


Kevin Chan 
Staff Writer 


Humans are very relational crea- 
tures. In ages past, humans confided 
with each other on a restricted scale due 
to the class system in place at the time. 
Moving forward in time, it’s interesting 
to see how, as the rigidity of the class 
system evolves into a new and semi-per- 
meable hierarchy, society becomes more 
relational. The creation of the middle 
class sparked this change, and soon the 
‘working class’ became a cesspool of the 
rich, the common, and the not so rich. 
However, we also relate on the basis of 
factors we have little or no control over — 
sub and supernatural actualities. Instinct 
and unconscious behavior constitute two 
key elements of sub-naturalism, features 
that are not within our conscious ability to 
change or manipulate. Time and incident 
are examples of super-naturalism; wild 
cards that, from the human viewpoint, 
are played at random and without warn- 
ing. Existing in such a world, intertwined 
in time and space, with the influence of all 
around us, society will grow to a point of 
complete union, or collapse into anarchy 
trying to resist the natural flow of life. 

Relationships are a difficult issue to 
discuss, simply because of the broad 
range of micro and macro elements 
that need to be addressed. We live in 
a “global village,” a phrase coined when 
the world became increasingly more con- 
nected within itself. With the advent of 
the phone, Internet, and other fascinat- 
ing gadgets of communication, humans 
have successfully turned the entire globe 
into one huge LAN party. No longer does 
it take months to send news from one 
side of the world to another —before e- 
mail made it obsolete, airmail solved that 
problem. On a more micro level, rela- 
tionships within our social circles often 
define a part of our personality. Concepts 
such as the Oedipus and Electra com- 
plexes were conceived of after relation- 


ships between young children and their 
parents were observed. Social norm 
dictates filial etiquette from the moment 
of birth. Mores developed that restricted 
overly intimate relationships with parents 
and children — and children and their sib- 
lings. We now accept those to be reason- 
able standards of social behavior — but 
from where did they originate? 

Tracing them back into history, reli- 
gious doctrines are filled with specific 
guidelines to marriage and courtship. 
The human relationship is not an issue 
that exploded overnight; it has been with 
society for hundreds of years. Courtship 
becomes a touchy issue as humans 
enter an older stage of life. From the 
days of arranged marriages, to the 
Renaissance in its chivalric glory, and to 
the present and its 52-hour marriages, 
courtship has taken many faces. It’s 
great that personal attraction and choice 
are favored over marriages based on 
convenience and economics, but some 
argue that the whole ‘dating game’ has 
been overplayed. Adding on new toys 
like online dating, and you have a world 
where you not only get to know a guy 
based simply on his credentials, but you 
never even see him until you meet up. 
Way to not judge a guy by his looks, but 
that might be taking it a little far. 

Instincts are an interesting aspect of 
humanity that is often overlooked. We 
often take instincts for granted and never 
cast a second thought as to why they're 
their and what purpose they serve. But 
think about what a life we would live with- 
out instincts — constantly having to blink 
intentionally to keep eyes wet, remember 
to keep a steady pulse, and making sure 
the body shuts down before you go to 
sleep. It’s almost as if we have a primor- 
dial self that commands everything we 
don’t feel like doing ourselves, as if our 
conscious self is too lazy to take on some 
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of the more simple and seemingly trivial 
bodily functions. 

So we interact with each other, 
ourselves — what's left? The idea of an 
ultimate deity (or many deities, in some 
cases) has long been the founding prin- 
ciple of most major world religions of this 
day. Even for atheists, there are factors 
of life that are beyond human control 
— time for instance. There are 24 hours in 
a day, or at least that’s what most people 
would believe, and however you spend it, 
generally, is up to the individual. Whether 
that time has been used for work, or play, 
or nothing does not change the fact that 
that time is gone. And I’m pretty sure | 
can say without a doubt that it'll be a 
while still before we can manipulate time. 
What controls time? It's an interesting 
question — we definitely don’t. Scientists 
call it the fourth dimension, but honestly, 
that doesn’t help us figure out what time 
is controlled by, and more importantly, 
why we have it. The concept was prob- 
ably thought up a long time ago, but why 
do we feel the need to acknowledge 
how much of this ‘time’ stuff passes? It’s 
gotten to the point where our whole soci- 
ety revolves are time, and the use thereof. 
Incidence is another one of those things 
where you can’t explain something, nor 
can you control it. Something will happen 
and you have no idea that it would take 
place — some invisible hand knocks two 
chess pieces together. As humans, we 
live in a world that is filled with incompre- 
hensible incidences. 

So no man is an island. So we really 
do live in a global village. We share the 
same instincts; we have the same time to 
deal with. Why then does half the world 
live filthy rich while the other half, no, not 
even half, more like, the majority of the 
world, live in absolute desolation? Maybe 
someone next year will be able to answer 
me. Probably not though. 
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All Because of a Trip to the Bar 


Jessica Tokarz 
Staff Writer 


When given this page to write or do 
whatever | pleased with, | thought great 
this'll be a lot of fun. Then | realized | had 
no idea what to write about, so | spent 
most of the week thinking about it. Now it 
is about 3pm on Saturday and | still have 
no real sense of direction.... So here is 
what | came up with... the edited tale of 
how | found myself here on staff at The 
Underground. 

For those of you who know me, the 
details involved in this story will be noth- 
ing new, or surprising for that matter. 
Those of you who do not know me are 
most likely now wondering what | left out, 
and more importantly why. However gen- 
erating curiosity is not my main reason 
for writing this. | decided to use this topic 
to show people that the smallest things 
can have great effects as well as the fact 
that, if you want to be involved in some- 
thing you just have to take chances and 
try new things. Sometimes you can sur- 
prise yourself at what you come up with 
when challenged in the right way. 

My first challenge was getting over 
the fear | had of upper year students. 
With this being my first year in university, 
| had many different people telling me 
many lies (which at the time | believed to 
be true) about the so-called social hier- 
archy of lower and upper year students. 
Getting over this came with the first piece 
| ever wrote for the paper. 


ay, November 18,2003 

my second trip to the 
s the Fossil and Haggis for 
t Karaoke. Even though | 
get to know more people 
| stil this nervous feeling, | am usu- 
ally not like this, but for some reason | 
fee! scared of doing or saying something 
stupid in front of everyone. While | was 
talking to the few people | knew there, |! 
suddenly heard my name being said by 
none other than Crazy Joe. My first reac- 
tion was Oh no, why am | being talked 
about, what's going on...all | did was sit 
down at a table.... Was | not supposed 
to sit here? Finally my short attack of 


| have 


paranoia ended and Joe brought Andrew 
Epstein (who | had never met before this 
point) over to where | was sitting. Andrew 
was just looking for someone to write 
a review of the plays done in Act One, 
Seen Too and Joe had remembered | 


was there and was interested in writing. 
Of course | said yes to do the piece, but | 
still felt nervous about something. | think 
it had to do with the fact that this was 
something that could be really good for 
me since | am interested in journalism. 


Sure | had written a few articles for The 
Resident but, it was really only rez people 
who read that and | wanted to be involved 
in something that was more well known. 
| think if | had not have met Andrew 
this night | would have approached him 
eventually, but | am glad that it happened 
sooner than later. It taught me to not be 
afraid of people. 


This same lesson was continued on 
the following Monday, which was produc- 
tion night for the paper and Andrew had 
invited me to come hang out and meet 
everyone else. While there, | learned 
some new things about how a newspa- 
per got put together, but on top of that 
| discovered something else. The office 
was not just about work, it was about the 
people and the way everyone interacted 
with each other. All the people | met 
were so incredibly welcoming and very 
laid back. They did not care what year | 
was in, they just saw me as a person who 
had a desire to be involved and help in 
any way that | could. 

Since then, | have been going to the 
office on almost every production night 
whether | had written something or not 
since | enjoy the atmosphere. There is 
no petty high school gossip, there is no 
judging of people based on ridiculous 
reasons, it is just a group of people 
who share common interests and enjoy 
having fun. | became a staff writer follow- 
ing my constant commitment to writing 
articles involving one of my interests, the 
theater. Writing about the theater has not 
only given me a chance to explore a topic 
| love, but | have also learned more about 
how to write articles and reviews. 

So, not only have | grown as a person 
and realized not to always believe what | 
hear, but | have also grown as a writer. | 
believe that getting involved is an impor- 
tant thing to do and | think that everyone 
should find what they are passionate 
about and explore it as much as pos- 
sible. Pay attention to the opportunities 
around you and learn to get over your 
fears since you never know what could 
happen. 
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Scarborough: Home Sweet Home 


Vanessa Larkey 
Staff Writer 


Whenever | mention | hail from the Scarborough 
region, | am usually met with a comment along the lines 
of, “Do you own a gun?” This coming from an amateur 
comedian who thinks they are the first to make such 
a remark. The jokes are usually made in good humor; 
however | cannot help but wonder how Scarborough 
earned such a reputation. | can remember the days 
when Scarborough was referred to as “Scarberia”, 
because it was a suburb of Toronto. How did “Scarberia” 
transform into “Scarlem’, and when did this transforma- 
tion occur? R 

| figured Scarborough’s newfound image had to 
be contrived by the media. They obviously needed to 
focus on an area of the mega-city and label it as “dan- 
gerous” to entice readers. However, | found that not to 
be the case, even as local newspapers, which usually 
pride themselves on reporting “good news’, have, in 
recent months, ran articles about Scarborough’s crime 
problem. | cannot help but grimace every time | pick 
up a Scarborough Mirror copy and read the news, 
which ever increasingly includes stories of bloodshed, 
guns, and innocent by-standers. The task of promoting 
Scarborough has become increasingly difficult with the 
amount of violent crimes occurring in our neighborhood. 
It seems that the concerns and issues that Scarborough 


Undertow 


Holly Cousineau 


citizens face have been lost in the sea of mega-city 
problems. 

Current Toronto Mayor David Miller was elected 
to government with a platform that basically consisted 
of stopping construction on the Air Port Island Bridge. 
Since being elected Miller had dodged questions about 
rising crime in Toronto, especially in the Scarborough 
region. Miller, like many other politicians repeated time 
and time again that crime is down, and citizens have 
nothing to be concerned about. It has become harder to 
believe that crime is down when you hear about shoot- 
ings at Kennedy Subway Station, or about innocent 
civilians being caught in the crossfire of a gang shoot 
out. 

A friend of mine who recently moved downtown 
swears that the downtown area is much safer than 
Scarborough during the wee hours of the morning. 
“| can walk along University Avenue at two in the 
morning and have little fear of being mugged. When | 
lived in Scarborough, | was constantly afraid of being 
attacked.” 

In defense of my battered stomping ground | 
argued, “I never lock my car door, and nothing has ever 
been stolen.” My friend went onto saying that | was just 
lucky that nothing has ever happened to any of my 


Silence and emptiness subsist 
encompassed by solemn grey walls and 
tired brown tiles. Streams of students 
have retired for the weekend while staff 
and faculty peruse the vacant halls. The 
cold infrastructure offers nothing, so unaf- 
fected. As always I’m searching and the 
object | seek has eluded me. Obliviously, 
| attempt to arrive at this point, this place 
where great minds meet. 

Inside a lonely center, handcrafted 
advertisements entertain my mind, dis- 
tracting me momentarily from my ongo- 
ing quest. Ironically, I've already arrived 
there. 

Within this center lie the thousand 
dreary footsteps of our unfulfilled des- 
tinies, where we've flowed from class 
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to class, in pursuit of improving our 
G.P.A’s, moving with the millions of other 
elements creating our wave. The conse- 
quence of an ending wave, we now await 
to surface and ultimately crash, cyclically 
ending our rebellious rise, giving way to 
our inevitable complacency. Hours are 
lost as we sift through the days and the 
night remains filled with half digested 
dreams of our materialistically fulfilling 
futures. 

Eventually this place, this pinnacle 
where great minds have met, will become 
a memory. A Kodak moment encapsu- 
lated in a photo album placed upon a 
shelf in our memory banks to occasion- 
ally be accessed while we peruse the 
halls of our consumerist abode. 


belongings, and | should start to take more precaution 
with my vehicle. 

| also argued that unlike Toronto, Scarborough is not 
a concrete jungle. Scarborough is home to the bluffs, 
Morningside Park, the Rouge Valley, and numerous 
other beautiful conservation areas. 

Our Scarborough discussion lasted most of the 
evening, and we attempted to tackle what exactly had 
happened to Scarborough’s reputation. We concluded 
that a few rotten apples had spoiled the reputation. It 
is therefore the duty of the citizens of Scarborough to 
weed out those bad apples, and restore our neighbor- 
hood’s reputation. 

Some in our community have already taken the 
initiative. The website www.standupscarborough.c 
a is devoted entirely to promoting this fine suburb. 
Highlighting upcoming cultural events, the city’s history, 
and festivals the website showcases a different per- 
spective of Scarborough, one that is culturally diverse 
and ecologically minded. 

Scarborough is not like Harlem, nor is it like down- 
town Toronto. We have our own unique neighborhood 
that infuses numerous cultures with beautiful land- 
scape. It is our duty to take back the streets from the 
“bad apples” and restore Scarborough’s name. 
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Journalists have secrets too! 


lts Friday afternoon and I’m stuck for ideas. | have 
nothing to write about. After taking a walk around my writ- 
er’s block a couple of times, my mind started to wander. | 
figured why don’t | do journalism a favour and write about 
a current issue? No I’m not going to start tattooing the 
page with what | think about the SCSU elections, Todd 
Bertuzzi, or Belinda Stronach. I’m going to talk about my 
current issue; which is about how hard it is to, and how 
miraculously I’m able to, write this. 

Being a journalist is tough for a lot of reasons. A lot of 
times when | tell people I’m studying journalism, | always 
get a response that either claims, implies, or infers.that 
one day I'd like to be the “news guy’ or I'd even be tagged 
with the plain-as-bread-and-water cliché of “reporter”. 
Nowadays whenever journalism is mentioned, it always 
incites these same kinds of ideas. Journalism will always 
be about covering some big event. It’s always going to be 
about someone telling a story. We all know what these 
stories consist of too. Stuff like the latest political scandal, 
or the latest shooting, or about how the Leafs are doing. 
I’m generalizing | know, but hopefully you get the point. 
A couple of minutes ago before | decided to write this 
next sentence | looked up “journalist” in the dictionary. 
Webster told me two things about it; one that it was a 
person whose occupation is in journalism, either by being 
a reporter or news editor and that two, it was a person 
who keeps a journal or diary. Then | wonder; if Webster 
told me that a journalist was a person who keeps a jour- 
nal or diary wouldn't that mean that it would make the first 
definition invalid? I'll explain, see people who keep jour- 
nals or diaries are people who write about things that are 
personal to them. Their experiences, their thoughts, their 
emotions that are existing within their headspaces. If you 
report on something, are you really reporting about your 
own experiences? Yes, you are, but instead of telling the 
story for you, but it’s for what people want from you. Info, 
the facts, this is what the masses desire. Now I’m not 
trying to knock the people in the reporting profession, 
because we need these people. They are the mediators; 
without them, we’d never know that we already know 
that we need them to explain the things we don’t know. 
Everybody wants to know the facts, even a little. Hell, | 
want to know what’s going on too. It’s just that there’s 
this news reporter connotation with journalism that some- 


Back to Basics 


Andrew Rampersaud 


times doesn’t do it justice. I’m hungry. Think I'll grab a 
bite to eat. Be back in a bit. 

Alright, it's me, I’m back. Good sandwich. Anyway, 
like | was saying, most people think of journalism as 
just reporting, but journalism is more than that. A few 
journalists out there don’t report but just write about 
whatever it is that interests them. However, there are 
some restrictions. 

In all journalism, you, as a general storyteller, have 
to think about a lot things before you start to do any- 
thing. You have to think about things like whom your 
audience is, why should they care about what you say 
and stuff like that. You have to be careful too about what 
you say. The slightest discrepancy in what you say will 
make anyone who gets your info want to consider the 
source. You don’t want to insult anybody unintention- 
ally and you don’t want to gleam over things either. You 
want to present your case from both sides and from all 
angles, but the reality is all you got is one sharp angle 
to work with yours. This is all just journalism ethics. 
Sometimes | like to joke that there are more politics 
within journalism than journalism covers. 

Considering all of that journalism is an art. It involves 
a creative process -- the genesis of an idea that is incu- 
bated by necessity, Necessity as we’ve all heard before, 
is the mother of invention. There is an art to writing and 
oral skills. It takes a certain necessity to hone the tal- 
ents of a writer. It takes a certain necessity to bring out 
and become a good orator. It takes a certain necessity 
to ask good questions and analyze situations. Still the 
ethics of journalism make a journalist seem like just a 
career. It can’t be art unless there are no restrictions. 
Still journalism is an art because in all art, the artist 
makes mistakes. All artists at one time or another are 
guilty of it. A guitar player may play the wrong chord; a 
visual artist may find half way through their piece that 
the colours don’t mix well. It happens in journalism too. 
Biases, generalizations, misquotes are all just setbacks 
that provide the incentive to continue to create. 

Too much thinking going on here? Have | said too 
much? Have | said enough? You're probably all sick of 
this and elated with the fact that as you read this line 
you can see the one below it. Guess this journal entry is 
over. Oops, did | give it away? 


Comments 
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Student Political Campaigns 


Gordon Lane 
Staff Asshole 


Sorry, Majed Masad, there is no reason that having 
the Jordanian flag as a backdrop for your campaign 
poster means you are qualified for Director of Social 
Sciences. Especially not when you have the flag 
upside-down. | assume it’s your own flag, and you are 
Jordanian, so maybe turning it upside down means that 
you don’t like Jordan? Or does that fact that it’s upside- 
down tie it to the United Arab Emirates flag in some 
strange sort of combinatorial way, and you have dual 
citizenship? Not likely, considering only Emirati “nation- 
als” can have citizenship in the U.A.E., which makes 
dual citizenship a bit crazy. 

Maybe you're just a bat, and you sip martinis in that 
chic white jacket of yours while you hang upside down 
from the flagpole. 

Well, anything is possible, as other posters of yours 
use what seems to be a gun-sight as a backdrop. By 
using the gun-sight, are you saying that Jordanians 
should be shot? Or just you? You juxtapose the issues 
of violence and nationality in such a way that | personally 
do agree with, but | doubt it was your intention to please 
me so much. Right now, | would go so far as to say that 
your posters disqualified you from the campaign more 
than it qualified you, merely based on ignorance. 

But | don’t mean to harp on you personally, Majed. 
Hell, maybe my resources are all cracked and your flag 
is indeed right side up. In that case, you are god, and 
I’m am a plebian to be massacred. 

Then again, the rest of what | said is still true. 

No, Majed, you aren’t the only one to make me 
laugh. Some other poignantly qualifying campaign post- 
ers were Stephanie Cheung’s, vibrantly declaring her 
worth in glue and glitter. And there are others still, such 
as Tania Derlis’, which provided simply a mug shot as 
her winning attribute. But here, fear and loathing is over- 
taking me, as | realize that Canadians are going the way 
of Americans: campaigning and voting based on looks. 


| hesitate to comment on a runner for Director of 
Management simply known as “Sunny.” First off, his 
slogan is “Vote for Tha Don Magic Won,” which con- 
fuses me to no end. |’m not sure if the “Don Won” part 
is a mutilated attempt at referring to the literary “Don 
Juan,” or if there is some ghetto reference, which 
includes “Magic,” that I’m not getting. Whichever way it 
may go on that point, | would like to congratulate him on 
spelling out “for,” rather than simply using the number. 
That little trick makes me feel like you are campaigning 
to me in a txt msg. But now | must take that accolade 
back, and insult him like “tha” rest, as he balanced his 
one redeeming quality out by ghettoizing “the.” 

| must repeat that | hesitated commenting on 
Sunny’s ad, but this time for another reason. One of his 
posters received some comments even Mr. Masad, with 
his own flag upside down, should not have received. For 
reasons that | can only assume, changes in his name to 
a girl's (the “y” in “Sunny” was crossed out and replaced 
by an “i.”) and “Mr. India” was written next to his face 
was made. From my Casper-styled culture, | can only 
assume that the context in which that was done made 
it an insult, but | can’t be sure. What | am sure of is that 
“Fag” underlined twice with an arrow directly pointing to 
his face is certainly an insult. | can only shake my head 
at this point, wondering what is any different between 
now and the 1900’s, before black- and women-rights. 

So my dear campaigning friends, do not take what 
| said about you as a personal attack. The episode of 
graffiti on Sunny’s poster merely reinforces my personal 
theory that every single one of you is a non-distinct 
human being that may display signs typically seen in the 
mentally handicapped or in advanced stages of demen- 
tia and religious fundamentalism, thereby garnering 
yourselves negative titles that may often be untrue, yet 
nonetheless are representative of the behaviour you are 
often seen producing. 


Yah! | have campaign posters! 
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SCSU election results...yea... 


Christian Lucier 
News/Life Editor 


News 


vP Academics: : 
Jeti Rybek 


VP External: 
Mathieu Dagenas 


The main problem with having a bi- 
weekly newspaper is that sometimes, 
events land right in the middle of the “off” 
week and become completely irrelevant 
when the next issue comes out. This has 
been the case with the SCSU elections 
this year and | apologize if it has not been 
covered more extensively, but those are 
the breaks. 

If the election results appear at the 
end of this article, then Andrew has 
busted his ass getting them in for the 
deadline. Quite honestly, | am not even 
sure all the tallies have been finalized. 

| can always tell you what | have 
heard through the grapevine though. 
It appears that Adam Watson will be 
SCSU’s new President. This is good 
news, because quite honestly, he is 
probably the most qualified one for the 


job. Adam has worked with the SCSU in 
the past, participated in this year’s SAC/ 
SCSU referendum, and is a member of 
the university’s Governing Council. By 
his credentials alone, it shows that Adam 
knows a thing or two about student poli- 
tics. Thank god. 

| don’t know about you guys, but 
after reading a few of the campaign 
flyers, | was getting a bit worried. Some 
candidates were making some insane 
promises, such as increasing the amount 
of courses and reducing parking permit 
fees. Unreal. Having claims like these is 
akin to saying; “Il am going to make tuition 
a dollar next year.” Some things are pos- 
sible and some things are completely out 
of the fucking question. Also, what was 
with the glamour shots all over campus? 
Literally pouring over B-Wing’s third floor 


and into Tim Horton’s seating area were 
life-sized photos of candidates, or worse 
yet, just a candidate’s face. C’mon man, 
give me a break. On a Monday morning 
that is the last thing anyone wants to 
see. 

Yea, so there is my little SCSU rant. 
Sorry guys, but it had to be done. It is 
safe to say though, that one of Adam’s 
main focuses next year will be the new 
Student Centre. This facility, as | have 
said before, will provide a new head- 
quarters for the SCSU and give students 
some space to socialize and relax. Next 
year will definitely be a different and chal- 
lenging year for the SCSU, but | think 
with the amount of student experience 
that there currently is on the board, they 
will have the know-how to lead students 
in the right direction. 
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News 


Hello, St. Kitts!! 


A Touch of Sour and a Heap of Sun in UTSC’s Trimester System 


Gordon Lane 
Staff Writer 


The coming semester will be the second summer 
under UTSC’s official trimester system. While summer 
is now an official semester, there is some concern over 
the meager number of courses being offered, particu- 
larly in the Arts and Humanities. As it currently works 
out, it will be the case for some time as UTSC recog- 
nizes that a change to a full summer semester requires 
a gradual cultural change. 

Also, most faculty will likely be off doing research in 
their respective disciplines, and most students will likely 
be off doing their own research on surviving the McJob 
(or getting it in the first place). However, there are some 
students who plan on staying around for the summer 
session, hoping to pick up a few more credits. But 
many students will find they must turn to the St. George 
campus to get the credits they want, as UTSC will only 
be offering something near a third of the number of 
courses offered in the fall or winter sessions. 

The turn to trimesters is indeed increasing the 
number of courses available to students during the 
summer session. This summer, UTSC will be offering 
about 100 courses, mostly in management and the sci- 
ences. That is up from over the 84 courses offered last 
summer, which itself was an increase over 57 courses in 
2002, when the trimester system was not yet in place. 

There are heavy limitations on how many and what 
courses can be offered during the summer (or any 
other semester for that matter). Each academic depart- 
ment chooses which courses to offer during any given 
semester, basing their decisions on faculty availability 
and course popularity, the latter in turn satisfying (or not 
satisfying) budget demands. A rough estimate is that 20 
students are needed to fill a lecture course for it to be 
economically viable. 

Aside from the issue of resources, most courses are 
offered on a cyclical basis, meaning that they might only 
be offered once a year or every other year. Courses 
cycle due to student demand, and many courses don't 
have the demand to be offered every semester or even 


every year. If a course is offered in the summer, it won't 
be likely to see that course offered again during the 
subsequent fall or winter semester, when more students 
might be wanting of it. Therefore, to offer it during the 
summer will likely disadvantage the larger number of 
students hoping to take it in the fall or winter semester. 

But within all the administrative details of moving to 
trimesters, lies something a bit more meaningful that 
explains the difficulty in providing a truly full summer 
semester. 

In response to opinions that summer course selec- 
tions are not as great as might be hoped, the Director 
of Student Recruitment and Registrar Don MacMillan 
admitted: “! don’t think the goal ever was, and nor is ita 
realistic goal to think that the summer would ever be as 
busy as fall and winter.” 

“From a student’s perspective,” he went on to say, 
“it's certainly not any worse than it has been, because 
we have more (courses) being offered. We have more 
students in courses. There certainly hasn’t been a 
reduction in student services, there has in fact been 
an improvement, and | think that over time it will get 
better.” 

But the path to further improvements lies in what 
MacMillan refers to as a cultural attitude, where the 
schooling system is “locked into a fall/winter timeline.” 
In order to generate the student demand and faculty 
availability during summer semesters, there must be 
a change in attitude towards that traditional schedule. 
If students weren't so apt to consider the summer as 
vacation, and faculty weren't so apt to constrict all their 
research to the summer months, then the summer 
semester would be, most likely, as strong as fall and 
winter sessions. 

Given a summer semester equal to a fall or winter 
semester, MacMillan suggests that many students 
would still only attend two semesters a year. But with 
the added flexibility of choosing which semesters to 
attend, students could opt for the summer and fall 


semesters and work at a resort farther south for the 
winter months. Another consideration that he points 
out is that a student attending school in winter and 
summer would be a great addition for a company hiring 
in the fall--a time when many students leave their jobs 
for classes, and when employers are preparing for the 
busy holiday shopping season. 

Likewise, MacMillan suggests that faculty may 
decide that some research may be better conducted in 
the fall or winter months, and that teaching in Toronto is 
more enjoyable during the summer months. 

The issue is complicated a bit by a catch-22: In order 
for this new attitude to attach itself to the academic 
school year, the summer semester must have enough 
offerings to snare a significant portion of the student 
body. And in order to provide a rich enough summer 
semester, enough students must already show an 
interest. For faculty, there must be a significant reason 
to choose teaching for the summer semester and to 
research during another, which is partially dictated by 
the availability of courses to teach as well. 

Despite all these issues, however, the summer 
semester is here and available. MacMillan points out 
that “for better or worse, there is still a culture that 
summer is the extra session, it’s the add on.” What is 
needed is for students to really utilize the potential of the 
summer semester. There are things to be addressed in 
getting faculty to restructure their work year, but, accord- 
ing to MacMillan, “Student demand is going to drive the 
process (of increasing summer course offerings).” 

If the idea gets spread that a student could attend 
classes during the summer and fall, and work at a 
resort in the winter--avoiding the competitive summer 
job market--there is no doubt that the culture change 
will take hold. For now, however, the summer session 
will be a bit slim, only filling out as greater demand is 
made. 
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UTSC club does genuine good on campus 


Christian Lucier 
News/Life Editor 


UTSC is known for having about a 
gazillion trillion clubs on campus, but 
one in particular stood out last Tuesday. 
This club is called the Frontier College 
Students for Literacy (FCSL). Through 
activitees that focus on literacy, FCSL 
works with kids and preteens from a vari- 
ety of background. Supposedly, FCSL 
has about one hundred members who 
are very active and put a great deal of 
time in volunteering. According to Casey 
Sabawi, Coordinator for the FCSL, the 
volunteers put in time “almost every 
single. day of the week, except Sunday.” 
That is some hardcore dedication. There 
are three primary shelters that FCSL 
works with, which are the City of Toronto 
Family Residence (Galloway), The City 
of Toronto Family Residence (Gateway), 


and the Emily Stowe Women’s Shelter. 

Last Mar. 16, the FCSL brought three 
groups of children on campus to partici- 
pate in some activities designed to pro- 
mote literacy. Nope, those weren't little 
leprechauns you saw running around 
campus. The visit was intended to instill 
the children with the value and power of 
reading. Activities included a Scavenger 
Hunt that had stops in the library, the key, 
and the residence, just to note a few. 
Also, a storytelling session was held in 
the Residence Center (RC). For a mere 
two-hour visit, the children were certainly 
given an eyeful of UTSC. 

Unfortunately, | was unable to attend 
the Scavenger Hunt, which | had hopes 
of dominating, but | did catch part of story 
time. Sweet! A professional storyteller 


NEED FUNDS FOR AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROJECT 2 


WE CAN HELP! 


hittp://utern.sa.utoronto.ca 


~“http'/www.utsc.utotonto.ca/~Undergnd/ 


named Rukhsana Khan was _ present 
to enthrall the children with some of 
her very own stories. In particular, she 
read one of her children’s books, Ruler 
of The Courtyard. The story basically 
follows the tale of a little girl, her run in 
with a snake and fear of chickens. It was 
entertaining. 

The children were then ushered off 
campus, but all appeared to have a good 
time. Especially the little guy who enjoyed 
the Doritos that the snack machine in the 
RC provided. So for the volunteers and 
workers in the FCSL, keep up the good 
work! It is obvious to an outsider that 
your efforts certainly have an impact on 
the youth in the community. 


News 


What’s That in Your Cup? 


Fair Trade Brewing at UTSC 
Malcolm Kibo ; 


The morning cup of coffee has become a sacred 
ritual for millions of Canadians. Yet, the millions of 
small coffee farmers and their families who produce 
the coffee are living, or being forced, into poverty 
due to low and volatile coffee prices. Coffee is also 
one of the few internationally traded commodity that 
is still largely farmed in peasant households rather 
than large plantations. Nevertheless, only four huge 
corporations—Kraft, Nestlé, Procter & Gamble and 
Sara Lee—dominate the $60-billion dollar industry. 
And while coffee farmers have been forced to remove 
their children from school and sacrifice their health, 
these corporations have claimed up to 26% profit 
margins on coffee sales. 

So what can be done? You may have heard of 
“Fair Trade Coffee”. In fact, last semester the UTSC 
student club RESA (Resources for Environmental and 
Social Action) held a very well attended “Fair Trade 
Fair’ in the meeting place. Fair trade is an alterna- 
tive to conventional international trade, which fosters 
a more equitable and sustainable form of exchange. 
Farmers organize into democratic cooperatives that 
sell directly to Canadian importers—thereby cutting 
out intermediaries who traditionally eat into the farm- 
er’s earnings. Importers enter into long-term contracts 


with the farmers’ cooperatives and guarantee them a 
“living wage” for their coffee (arbitrarily set at $1.26/Ib 
regardless of fluctuations in the market). Not only 
does fair trade coffee provide farmers with a higher 
and more stable income, but also fair trade coffee 
encourages environmentally sustainable growing 
practices since about 85% is shade grown and either 
passive or certified organic. 

At UTSC, students are organizing to bring fair 
trade coffee to campus. According to fair trade cam- 
paigner James Nugent, “the demand for fair trade 
coffee is here. Right now we are working with admin- 
istration to try to give students at least the choice of 
being an ethical consumer wherever they buy coffee 
on campus. Hopefully they will follow through.” 
Already, SCSU seems to be on board with the fair 
trade movement and has given assurances that the 
new student center will be selling Fair Trade coffee. 

On other campuses, the fair trade movement has 
been growing strong. Trent University, who also has 
Aramark as a food and beverage provider, was the 
most recent Ontario University to get fair trade served 
in its two major cafeterias. McMaster University cur- 
rently has a fair trade purchasing policy that states 
that retailers must provide students with the choice 


Free newspapers create safety 
hazards on campus 


Wednesday, March 24, 2004 


of purchasing fair trade coffee. At Queens, students 
have successfully brought fair trade to almost all retail 
outlets on campus. “This is great,” says James, “it is 
only a matter of time before we see fair trade purchas- 
ing policies at every Canadian campus.” 

Still, much work needs to be done. Many students 
still don’t know what “fair trade” is all about. According 
to James, “the fair trade movement is more than just 
buying a new type of coffee because it is popular. We 
need to start thinking more critically about where our 
products come from and the global inequities and 
systems of exploitation on which they are priced. 
Foremost we have to demand that companies place 
people ahead of profits.” And what about students? 
James says, “students for their part need to realize that 
as University students they are overwhelmingly a privi- 
leged group. We must take responsibility of this privi- 
lege which means getting involved with social justice 
clubs and paying an extra 5 cents for a cup of coffee.” 

Students interested in bringing fair trade to campus 
can contact James at 01nugent@utsc.utoronto.ca or 
call 416-364-4636. More information on fair trade can 
also be found on the Transfair website www.transfair.ca, 
or Oxfam Canada’s website, www.maketradefair.com. 


Gordon Lane 


Recently a campaign has been 
organized at UTSC to raise awareness 
of the necessity of recycling the free 
newspapers provided to UTSC by the 
Toronto Star and National Post. 

Some complaints have surfaced 
that the number of newspapers being 
left around campus--in classrooms, 
hallways, and study spaces--is weigh- 
ing a bit too heavily on the Facilities 
Management team. Additionally, 
there have been cases where glossy 
inserts fall out of the papers and create 
safety hazards. According to Vintitha 
Gengatharan, Coordinator of Student 
Development, some people have actu- 
ally slipped and fell on the inserts. 

The Toronto Star provides their 
papers free through their campus 
readership program. The program 


was brought to UTSC two years ago 
by the then editor in chief of The 
Underground, Patricia Ocampo. The 
Star was already being distributed 
widely throughout the St. George 
campus, amidst fears that the pro- 
gram would decrease readership of 
student-run newspapers. According to 
Gengatharan, Ocampo found that the 
program actually increased readership 
of The Underground, when its visibility 
increased due to newspaper stands 
also provided by the Star. 

At the moment, there is no immedi- 
ate threat to the campus readership 
program. With the addition of 40 post- 
ers placed around the school remind- 
ing students to properly take care of 
their discarded papers, it is expected 
that the problem will subside. 


Staff Writer 
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Untraditional Tempest Impresses 


The Tempest at UTSC’s Leigha Lee Browne Theatre 


William Shakespeare’s The Tempest opened at 
UTSC’s LLB Theatre on Mar. 11 to sell out crowds. The 
show tells the story of an exiled Duke named Prospero 
(in this case an exiled Dame) played by veteran actor 
Catherine Smith who teaches in the UTSC drama 
program. Prospero uses magic and fairies to bring her 
friends and enemies to the island she is exiled on in 
order to reclaim her old life. 

This version opens with a dumb show, which is an 
original addition to the play with no dialogue that is sup- 
posed to tell the back-story of the play. The dumb show 
worked well to establish character and their motivation 
within the story. Clever use of movement and masks 
made it seem more dream-like, as if it were a halluci- 
nation. The music played live on piano, accordion, and 
clarinet (with perhaps the exception of one opening 
tune), helped add important mood changes to various 
scenes. Abstract at times, it underlined the more mysti- 
cal parts of the play, particularly the scenes featuring 
the spirit Ariel, playing with a startling fragility by Kate 
Heming. 

Other standout performances include the delightful 
trio of Caliban, Stephano, and Trinculo (respectively 
played by Jamie-Lee Symister, Shelagh Hughes, and 
Cameron Steed), whose drunken capering evoked 
laughter and sympathy, particularly for the deformed 
and oppressed Caliban. Barry Freeman gave a touch- 
ing performance as the beleaguered King Alonso who is 
mourning for his son believed dead. Michael P. Taylor, 
evoking the picture of honest nobility plays the son in 
question, Ferdinand, with romantic grace. 

The show also featured some rather engaging song 
and dance moments, particularly from Anne-Marie 
Vassiliadis and Michelle Righetti who gave great vocal 
performances as Juno and Ceres. 

There were also many pleasing technical elements 
to the show. The storm scene featured some rather cre- 
ative sound effects created by a large bass drum and 


“Miranda” by George Romney 


Andrew C. Epstein 
Editor-In-Ch 


actors blowing softly through wind whistles. However at 
the times the sound became too loud and even though 
many of the actors were shouting (it is a storm after all) 
it became hard to hear the dialogue. 

The set, created by Joseph Madziak, was designed 
to reflect a remote island off Newfoundland rather than 
its traditional tropical setting. The set itself is gorgeous 
with four different levels that allowed for some interest- 
ing blocking choices. However at times it felt too stark 
when meshed with bright and colourful magic involved 
with the play. Many critics see the play as more of a 
tragicomedy than just a straight comedy, however | feel 
that only dabbles slightly in any tragic elements and 
perhaps needs a brighter tone. 

Overall The Tempest shows the true caliber of 
productions that can be created at UTSC. Smooth and 
professional enough to be mistaken for more than a uni- 
versity play, the cast and crew can give themselves a 
great big smack on the back for creating a highly enjoy- 
able piece of theatre. 


A Letter of Praise for The Tempest 
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4:00 p.m. and the phone rang. The 
ever so pleasant Bif Naked was on the 
other end of the receiver asking to speak 
to me! Trying to keep my cool, | asked 
how her day was and continued a forty- 
five minute interview with the Canadian 
star. 

Many of you know Bif Naked from her 
hits “Lucky,” “I Love Myself Today,” and 
“Space Man,” which reflect, along with 
many of her other songs, raw emotions 
concerning the politics of love. 

“When | write | give 100% matters of 
the heart. | have always been that way 
and always will be.” 

Bif connects with her audience, as 
she is inspired like many others by the 
basic human condition to love and to be 
loved. As for the numerous tattoos that 
_ she is recognized for, Bif sees them as 
“little stories” on her skin that represent 
her past and things that are important 
to her. 

Her upcoming album, which will more 
than likely come out in the fall (no official 
release date as of yet), is very morose. 
Songs of unhappiness and anger provide 
a window to Bif's emotions. However on 
a happier note, there are a few more 
upbeat songs. 

Residing in Vancouver, the Canadian 
talent discussed how she has had no 
regrets from her past. Looking back 
on her days when she was in various 
bands like Chrome Dog, Jungle Milk, and 
Gorilla Gorilla, she remembered all the 
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memories as happy times. 

“Even the fights were nurturing. It 
was a different adventure all the time. It 
was serendipitous.” 

As Bif left to become a solo artist, 
she decided to become straight edge, 
thus this artist does not consume alcohol 
or drugs. No, no, this girl doesn’t like the 
moonshine, but definitely enjoys a bowl 
of plain hot air popcorn. 

“Anything of excess is stupid, whether 
you're driving too fast or drinking.” 

The woman behind great albums 
like /, Bificus and Essentially Naked, has 
changed her lifestyle for the better as she 
believes that one should live their life for 
themselves. 

When asked about International 
Women’s Day and the most influential 
women in her life, gracious Bif responded 
by saying that she has had the luxury of 
knowing both her adoptive mother and 
birth mother. They have given her per- 
sonality traits that are of genetics and of 
the environment she grew up in. 

Bif is grateful to her adoptive mother 
for getting her interested in things like 
academics and theology. However, Bif 
also stated that she has adopted the 
negative trait to stay in a bad situation for 
too long; being polite to a fault. 

So what advice does this patriotic 
Canadian star give to women? 

“Go with your gut. A woman’s intu- 
ition is always correct. If you don’t go with 
it, it will always prove you wrong.” 


Wednesday, March 24, 2004 


Some Canadian Talent 
on the Other Line 


An interview with Bif Naked 


J. Rabito 


And that is what Bif has done. 100% 
honesty is what you get when it comes to 
expressing her feelings. 

If you have ever gone to a Bif Naked 
concert, you know that she does not take 
male heckling. In fact, she is known to 
upset a few of the misogynist audience 
members. 

She recalled, “| was doing a show at 
a university and a kid was just relentless. 
| felt so defeated. It was so upsetting.” 

Bif enjoys performing at universities. 
She says it is a great place for upcoming 
bands to get exposed and a great place 
to be around free thinkers. 

Currently with her on tour is Britton, 
the ex-guitarist from Live on Release. 
“Brit is awesome. I’ve known her since 
she was ten, she is like a little sister to 
me.” 

In the future, Bif Naked would like 
to perform with other artists, however, if 
she were to do so, she likes to play bass 
guitar than sing. 

“In the future | want to do different 
recording projects. It keeps you excited 
in your writing.” 

It was close to 5:00 p.m. when Bif 


and | ended our lovely little conversation. : 


Parting was such sweet sorrow. As for 
all you out there that need a little Bif fix, 
check out www.bifnaked.ca for tour dates 
and info. As well go vote to request the 
new single “Back in the Day.” 
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The Underground 


Yakking it up with Jason Stuckey 


Vanessa Larkey 
Staff Writer 


| recently had the opportunity to 
conduct an online interview with Jason 
Stuckey, one of the comics performing 
at UTSC’s “Release: April Foolishness’. 
Jason was a finalist during the Just 
For Laugh’s Hopegrown Comedy 
Competition at Hamilton Place, and is a 
regular act at the Laugh Resort Comedy 
club in Toronto. As a playwright he has 
written and directed such hit comedies 
as The PitchforkRevolution (1996) and 
Thieving (1998). Thieving was _ re- 
mounted in 1999 for a run at The Tim 
Sims Playhouse. 


Vanessa (V): Why did you decide to get 
into comedy? 

Jason (J): In the early nineties | was writ- 
ing a producing plays with my produc- 
tion company Riot House with “relative” 
success, and as much as | liked it--- | 
was frustrated by the amount of work 
in the process of getting my ideas on 
stage---raising money, hiring actors, 
directors etc. | had always loved stand- 


Andres Serrano’s controversial piece, Piss Christ 


http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 
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up and you can’t find a more direct 
root from the page to the stage---so 
one night | was invited to read some 
of my work at an “artsy” night at a local 
bar and | just tried stand up instead. It 
went so well | called in to an amateur 
night at a club the next week---and 
proceeded to bomb for about two years. 


V: Was there any particular moment that 
you realized “Hey, I’m a funny dude” 

J: | have hardly ever call my self dude (at 
least not in public) but... as for the funny- 
-- The story goes that | started talking 
very young and then apparently told an 
original and quite rude joke to my great 
aunt when | was three. | must have been 


~ an irritating little shit. 


V: How do you come up with material? 

J: Slowly...(If you were a comic who 
knows my work that would be very 
funny). | just let things happen, talk to 
people about stuff and any time | say 
something funny | say---“could this be 


a bit?” “Would this work on stage?’--- 
Fortunately | don’t say that out loud. 


V: Do you have any advice for young 
comedians starting out? 

J: Yes, if you are funny---you are funny, 
but to get laughs you need to learn your 
craft---just do it---over and over again 
every night you can---on any stage that 
will have you and if you bomb, and you 
will bomb, just do it again... you'll get 
it...if you are funny. 


(If you’re really funny---uh---| hear Jim 
Carry got started in the army) 


V: What can UTSC students expect to 
see on April 1st? 

J: Three of the most popular acts in the 
city right now, all of them headliners, 
pact into a wickedly funny night of very 
smart, subversive, outrageous comedy 
and some naughty words too. Hosted by 
arguably--- the best looking comic in the 
country. 


A Dip 


into the Unusual 


Artist Andre Serrano at the Kodak Lecture Series 


Despite the fact that the Manhattan 
born photographer, Andre Serrano may 
appear to be oddly obsessed with “bodily 
fluids” and for a while had visited “fetish 
parties” for inspiration, he is no doubt 
a successful artist. During his visit to 
Toronto, he gave a very humorous lec- 
ture at Ryerson University last Mar. 12 to 
a partially naive crowd. Serrano’s work 
covers a range of taboo themes -- from 
death to sex, from violence to portraits 
of marginalized individuals in society. 
In the late 1980s, Serrano rapidly trans- 
formed from a virtually unknown artist 
into a widely controversial one due to his 
work Piss Christ, an image of a crucifix 
submerged in a tank of the artist’s urine. 
This landed him in hot water with the 
United States government for the display 
of “blasphemous’ and “offensive” artwork 
which according to them shouldn't have 
even constituted as artwork. 

Serrano’s early work investigated 
abstraction, the flattening out of colour 


Sonia Pathare 


in the picture frame, which was not 
normally attempted in photography. 
Serrano’s trademark compositions have 
usually no perspective or recognizable 
subjects, just planes of colour. Only 
the titles would pose a clue, such as 
Blood and Milk, which corresponded to 
the photograph of red liquid diffusing in 
white liquid. We, as an audience, would 
have never known that if it were not for 
the title. Thus, Serrano intuitively asks 
the question: do images have a greater 
impact on how we perceive or does lan- 
guage? 

However, for most of his lecture, 
Serrano spoke casually and made light of 
many of his recent subjects, such as the 
Ku Klux Klan and joked about a series of 
artwork from the 1980s titled The Cum 
Shots. Serrano had also experimented 
with other media as well. After having a 
taste of directing a Godflesh (industrial 
rock band) music.video, he hopes to 
explore film in the future. 
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Life 


Growth of a Norwegian Rocker 


Sondre Lerche releases second album 


Kim Radford 


With risk of reducing a novel artist to 
an annoying cliché, | would like to deem 
Sondre Lerche as a “shining new penny 
of indie rock”. | was first acquainted 
to Lerche’s music last year on CityTv. 
Needless to say, | was _ pleasantly 
surprised and intrigued by his relaxed 
and charming style. In promotion of 
his debut album, Lerche was featured 
as an up and coming new artist. His 
performance gushed of boyish lyrics 
and lovely upbeat pieces. In light of 
this, | bothered to write down his funky 
Norwegian name, and forgot about him 
altogether — until a few days ago. 

Funny enough, Lerche has just 
released his second album, “Two Way 
Monologue” which has caused a stir 
within the music community. Lerche 
has left his formerly naive image to 
reemerge as a more sophisticated 
artist. This album is a statement 
reflecting maturity in terms of lyricism, 
with much improved English syntax, as 
well as musicianship. The strength of 
this album lies in Lerche’s use of horns, 


strings, guitar, accordion, percussion and 
bass that makes for a rich, multi-layered 
sound. The lines are uniquely adorned 
with cool bass rhythms and sporadic 
intersections of instruments to create an 
upbeat, stimulating mood. | felt encapsu- 
lated by the dreamlike feeling he evokes 
through rhythm and causal tone. Lerche 
merges the sounds of folk, sixties pop 
and elegant jazz for a really interesting 
combination, and indefinable sound. 
The influence of artists such as the 
Beatles, Elvis Costello and Nick Drake 
are evident throughout the disc. 

His lyricism is rather simple and can 
become flat and uninspiring in places. 
Though sensitive, they lag on and place 
weight upon the brilliant instrumentals. | 
also find Lerche to be rather unmoving 
and stale in places, he lacks certain qual- 
ities that great musicians transmit to the 
listener through their melodies. Lerche 
is a bright, shining, and promising musi- 
cian, yet his polished, and perfect sound 
hinders me from obsessively listening to 
this album. 
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The Boy With A Voice 


Eleni Kanavas 


Before Josh Groban was ready to 
enter a performing arts school, this 
talented 22-year old vocalist rehearsed 
“The Prayer’ with Celine Dion and pro- 
duced his first self-titled debut album in 
2001, selling over five million albums 
worldwide. Together with producer 
David Foster, Josh has been able to 
musically illustrate his emotions into 
colourful portraits with his strong vocal 
range and mature baritone voice. After 
seven months of recording, Josh Groban 
released his new reprise album, Closer. 

This exquisite collection of diverse 
and distinctive tracks includes a com- 
bination of classical Eurocentric ballads 
and three original songs written by the 
young artist. As this album is full of emo- 
tion and revealing a self-portrait in sound, 
The New York Times described Josh as, 
“The New Boy Wonder of Voice.” 

“| felt that vocally I'd grown so much, 
that | was more grounded and that | 
had a lot more to say. The challenge 
became not so much reaching the bar 
| had already set, but setting it higher,” 
Josh commented on his official website 
www.joshgroban.com. 

Josh Groban is even reminiscent of 


collection of songs written in English 
Italian, Spanish and French leaves audi- 
ences with an effective and mee 
interpretation created musically 
emotionally. 

Most importanily, Josh is showcased 
in his heart-felt and powerful vocals <« 
“Oceano”, “Per Te” and “My Confession 
The spectacular “Mi Mancherai” features 
Joshua Bell along with the sounds of 
expressive violins creating an essence of 
passion and warmth. While “Remember 
When It Rained” features Josh both on 
vocals and piano, his lead single “You 
Raise Me Up’ is a response to the song 
on his previous album “To Where You 
Are.” 

For Josh, this album is about song 
writing and his vocal abilities. His collec- 
tion presents something that is mysteri- 
ous yet pure of natural talent. “To me, 
these songs present something beauti- 
ful. Sometimes they’re personal and 
sometimes you can just appreciate the 
story.” 

This is definitely a number one album 
that will leave any listener, young and 
old, amazed and inspired. 
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The Underground 


Life 


An Anniversary We Wish We didn’t 
have to Remember 


Norman Mashke 


Well, it has been ten years already. April 8, 2004 will 
mark the 10" Anniversary of when the legendary Kurt 
Cobain was found dead above his garage in Seattle. 
Whether his death was a suicide or a concocted murder 
put forth by the troublesome Courtney Love, will con- 
tinue to be debated- if there really is a conspiracy or 
not. Ultimately, nothing will change the course of events 
that occurred. However, his life and death dramatically 
altered the course of rock, and music- in a broader per- 
spective. 

When Nirvana first hit the mainstream scene in late 
1991, there was little in the way of a new sound. Most 
of the bands during that time had spilled over from the 
1980's, although there were some exceptions that drove 
a new particular style- unfortunately there were artists 
like New Kids on the Block and MC Hammer. Yet, things 
changed with the epic song “Smells Like Teen Spirit” 
and album Nevermind - an album that tackled teenage 
angst and frustration, which highlighted many insecuri- 
ties of the new generation. “Smells Like Teen Spirit” in 
particular changed the whole landscape of the musical 
picture from that day forward. And that’s pretty hard 
to do, let alone being a huge success that came from 
the grass-roots scene. Consequently, Nirvana became 
immortalized along with bands like Led Zeppelin, The 
Stooges, and even Metallica to name a few. 

Although things were rosy on the charts, and the 
financial aspect of his band life, Mr. Cobain was in 
extreme turmoil over the state of affairs in his own per- 
sonal life. With a newborn child, the constant barrage of 
cameras everywhere he went, a promiscuous wife —but 
hey, rock stars don’t have a good reputation for being 
loyal either- a chronic stomach ulcer, and a penchant 
for drugs, Kurt was knee-deep in a swath of shit. Yet he 
pursued on the track of life -like most of us- and contin- 
ued to create his art, musically, visually and lyrically. 

On April 8", 1994 everything had changed. An 
electrician doing some repairs on the Cobain prop- 
erty noticed a man lying in the greenhouse above 
the garage. A shotgun lay across his chest and what 
| assume would be a bloody mess- no pun intended. 
Beside the man were a note and a wallet sitting in a 
flowerpot. Upon further investigation, it was the appar- 
ent suicide note and wallet of Kurt Donald Cobain. 

The news of his death shocked people around 
the Western World. Fans gathered in tribute as they 
remembered an icon for their era, much like when both 
Jimi Hendrix and Jim Morrison died. Ironically, they all 
were 27 years old when they died. 

The contribution that Cobain and Nirvana put forth 
during those four very short years in the early 1990’s, 
has reverberated quite loudly since then. The grungy- 
alternative scene has all but died, but there are still 
inklings of it spread around. Take for example the Foo 
Fighters, who have implemented pop, 80’s metal, and 
grunge-alternative to form a fresh sound. Although it is 
obvious Dave Grohl was part of Nirvana, his ability to 
switch positions with a new band has proven to be a 
good endeavour. And then there are bands like Limp 
Bizkit, Nickelback, and Linkin Park who have shown 
that their own styles can garner as much attention as 
Nirvana did. However, there is ONE big difference...... 


Nirvana entered the mainstream scene and was 
unsure of how well it could succeed. Sure, they signed 
a lucrative contract with David Geffen Records in 1990 
that allowed them to have complete control over their 
music, in return for less money. Being the grass-roots 
band that they were, they proposed to the label that that 
is what they strove for. They viewed the schlock, cock, 
and mock rock of the 1980’s as out of touch with real 
fans and real people. The notion of how many ladies 
you could sleep with, or how wild your parties were, 


no longer appealed to a young generation who were 
products of a 1980’s economic recession. These fans 
had real problems like drug, sexual, and physical abuse 
and in most cases depression. Kurt's lyrics connected 
to them, and they felt as though there was a true icon to 
look up to. However, I’m not indicating that the problems 
of drug, sexual, and physical abuse weren't prevalent 
during the eras that came before the grunge scene, but 
what | am saying is that those problems grew exponen- 
tially in the early 1990's and that Kurt became somewhat 
of a model/spokesman for a disgruntled generation. 

Looking back ten years from the day his body was 
discovered, much has happened. Almost too much 
to even cite a fraction of it. Yet, Nirvana’s impact will 
continue to reverberate within current and even up and 
coming bands. 

Cobain’s talent combined with that of Krist Novoselic 
and Dave Grohl’s formed one of the most important trios 
in music history. Just like if it weren’t for the Beatles, 
rock and roll would not be as we know it today, and if 
there was no Nirvana we might have already spent 
a couple of decades watching bands like those cock 
rockers from the Darkness- not that there isn’t anything 
wrong with that but people like a variety! 

Nirvana opened the door for a more realistic and 
down to earth approach to music that had been lacking 


for a long while. Their music was more true to the soul 
and mind, and it rocked just as well as any great band. 
But | have only one quandary, would Nirvana still have 
as much of an impact if Kurt Cobain did not die? 

That’s hard to answer, but ultimately if you have ever 
read his suicide note, it indicated that he was quitting 
Nirvana and the music industry altogether. Kurt felt that 
he couldn't emulate his energy every night to a crowd 
and realized that if he continued he would be “ripping- 
off’ the people who paid their hard earned money to 
see- essentially the same group of people that he came 
from. 

Kurt Cobain is still just as sadly missed, as the day 
everyone found out he was no longer alive. When you 
put on a Nirvana disc, you can be easily fooled by the 
fact that it still sounds contemporary. For example, if an 
amateur listener were to “bust out” “In Utero” for exam- 
ple, one might think it was just recently released. That is 
truly a test of time and a great example of how a simple 
rock band can change the whole musical landscape for 
years to come. 

Kurt Cobain we sorrowfully miss you and wish you 
were around to connect and entertain us. We some- 
times hope that things could’ve turned out differently, 
but we realize everything has its purpose. It’s been ten 
years already......... ten too long. 
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#1 IN AMBITION. 
#10 IN UNIVERSITY FUNDING. 


ONTARIO, IT’S TIME TO LOOK 
AT THE NUMBERS. 


he people of Ontario have been asked to 
take part in an important dialogue about 
what our province needs to do to ensure its 
continued strength, growth, and quality of life. As a 


result, ambitious goals are being proposed. 


ONTARIO < Gi 


Today, the universities of Ontario are adding our voice 
to the discussion with an essential message: Ontario 
needs strong universities to achieve its goals. But 
with per student funding that is the lowest of all 
Canadian provinces, and 40% lower than that at 
public universities in the United States, Ontario is 


$6,000 


unlikely to meet those goals. 


The government has proposed five priorities. Why 
are strong universities crucial to helping Ontario 


meet them? 


Priority #1: Better student achievement. The future of Ontario is in 
its classrooms right now, and Ontario's universities are at every black- 
board and in every lesson—teaching the teachers, shaping- the 
curriculum, determining why some students stay the course while 
others drift away, and developing innovative ways to help Ontarians 
learn. The success of our young Ontarians is tied to improving their 
educational achievement, and to making sure that we continue to 


provide them with opportunities to learn that are second to none. 


Priority #2: Healthier Ontarians in a healthier Ontario. Less waiting 
time for care. Better family access to primary care. A more active 
population. Our response? Ontario's universities send thousands of 
health professionals into its hospitals and health practices every year. 
We team up with government and health care professionals to tackle 
challenges and problems in the system. And we conduct leading-edge 
research into everything from advanced genetics to figuring out how to 
help us all be more fit. A healthy Ontario can’t have anemic universities. 


Priority #3: Better workers for better jobs in an innovative economy. 
We're working on it. Ontario's universities are the driving force behind 
the science and technology that grow into new industries, the business 
practices that boost productivity, and the highly skilled workforce 
ready for the challenges of a knowledge economy. In fact, in both 


Ontario's operating grants per student to 
its universities are the lowest in Canada, 
and have declined by 25% per student 
over the last 10 years. 


Ontario and Canada, universities conduct more of 
the research and development so integral to that 
knowledge economy than in any other G8 country. An 
investment in Ontario universities is a direct invest- 
ment in our economic growth, and in the highly skilled 
workforce it requires. And right now, that workforce 


REST OF CANADA 


has 10% fewer workers with university degrees than 
the United States. 

$8,275 Priority #4: Safe and vital communities that offer 
Ontarians a higher quality of life. We teach the 
architects, planners, environmental experts and 
engineers—to name but a few—who pour their 
passion into Ontario. We do the research that 
leads to safer water and safer streets, cleaner energy 
and cleaner skies, and better planning for better 
communities. And we share our ideas, knowledge and 
innovations to help make this great province great for all of us. Our 


vitality is essential for a vital Ontario. 


Priority #5: More active citizens contributing to a stronger democracy. 
The ideas and discourse that thrive in Ontario's universities inspire 
the minds that go on to strengthen its communities, its institutions and 
its democracy. A strong Ontario needs informed, active citizens who 
can become fully engaged in their communities and in the processes 
that make Ontario better. When we strengthen our universities, we 


strengthen citizenship. 


mbitious goals, absolutely. They'll make for challenging years 
ahead. But so will this: during this decade, Ontario university 
enrolments are projected to rise by as much as 40%. And in 
four years, Ontario's double cohort students will make an unprecedented 
demand for graduate education —for precisely the kind of expertise our 
knowledge economy will need to stay competitive and prosperous. And 
these students deserve the same chance as those who came before them 


to realize their dreams. 


Ontario cannot continue with the lowest university funding in 
Canada. There is simply too much at stake—for our students, for our 
communities, for the very future of our province. Ontario must invest 


for tomorrow. Ontario must invest in its universities. 


A STRONG ONTARIO NEEDS STRONG UNIVERSITIES. 
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The Underground 


Mastadamus: The Sports Prophet 


Eric Lee 


| have been blessed with the gift of 
ESP. | possess a sixth sense, the power 
to understand the unknown, to foretell 
the unexplainable, to predict the future 
with great precision and accuracy. My 
abilities will be unleashed and revealed 
to you today through the following pre- 
dictions. You should feel grateful for the 
opportunity to experience the supernatu- 
ral — to be granted extraordinary knowl- 
edge and truth. | am Mastadamus, the 
greatest Sports Prophet, and this is my 
prophecy. 

The Men’s NCAA Final Four cham- 
pionship game will be held on April 5. 
The University of Connecticut Huskies 
will defeat the University of Kentucky 
Wildcats in a thrilling overtime game to 
claim the title as the best college basket- 
ball team in America. The University of 
Toronto Blues men’s basketball team will 
resume their ability to suck next season. 

The NHL Stanley Cup playoffs will 
begin on April 7. The Toronto Maple 
Leafs will defeat their 1:' round oppo- 
nent, The Boston Bruins, in six games. 
Both Tie Domi and Darcy Tucker will 
feel upstaged by the entire Bertuzzi inci- 
dent and will recapture their thunder by 
taking off their skate and trying to stab 
star center Joe Thornton in the face. 
They will get this idea from the movie, 
“Happy Gilmore”. After cruising past the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in five games, the 
Maple Leafs will square off against the 
Philadelphia Flyers in an epic Eastern 
Conference Final showdown. In the 
opening minutes of game seven, Pat 
Quinn will suffer a mild heart attack after 
a high stick to Gary Roberts face goes 
un-penalized. With their coach watching 
the rest of the game from his hospital 
bed and Domi and Tucker possibly 
facing jail-time — the Maple Leafs will 
lose in overtime to the Flyers. The Flyers 
will advance to the Stanley Cup finals, 
only to be defeated by the Colorado 
Avalanche in six games. 
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The NBA playoffs will start on April 
17.. A healthy Toronto Raptor roster will 
earn them the final playoff spot in the 
Eastern Conference and will face the 
Indiana Pacers in the 1*t round. Despite 
the valiant effort by an injury-nagged 
Vince Carter, who will be harassed by 
Ron Artest’s defense throughout the 
series, the Raptors will be swept in 
the opening round. In the West Finals, 
the Los Angeles Lakers will lose to the 
Sacramento Kings in six games due to 
a distracted Kobe Bryant, focusing his 
attention to those who are off-court, 
rather than on-court — the Laker girls. 
The Kings will move on to win the NBA 
championship, defeating the Detroit 
Pistons in six games. 

On April 25", Wide Receiver Mike 
Williams will be selected 1% overall in the 
NFL Draft by the San Diego Chargers. In 
other news, the Toronto Argonauts will 
select an unidentified Offensive Tackle 
from the University of Toronto in the 6" 
round of the CFL Draft. 

During the opening weeks of the 
Major League Baseball season, New York 
Yankee 3% Baseman, Alex Rodriquez will 
restructure his contract, where he will 
be paid $130 000 for every game he 
plays and will be honored before every 
game with one of those huge-ass, giant 
checks. 

A horse deemed too small and too 
slow by everybody, will win the Kentucky 
Derby while suffering a muscle tear 
during the race. “CrazyGlue” the 1000-1 
long shot horse, will be forced into early 
retirement, but his legacy will remain in 
every public school classroom in the 
Greater Kentucky Area. 

May the 8" marks the birth date of 
the great Mastadamus. He will have ice 
cream cake. He will enjoy it very much. 

Female tennis Pro, Serena Williams 
will be allowed to play in a Men’s tennis 
tournament. After being defeated by 
Andy Roddick in the 1* round of play, 


Williams will jump the net and beat the 
living crap out of Roddick. 

The NBA draft will occur on June 
24 and with the 1* overall selection, 
the Orlando Magic will select Power 
Forward, Emeka Okafor. The Raptors 
with their 18 round pick, will select 7”3, 
300 Ibs., Ha Seung Jin from South 
Korea. The Milwaukee Bucks will sur- 
prise everyone by selecting an eighth- 
grader from Lithuania with their 2" round 
pick, hoping he will turn into an all-star 
by the time he hits puberty. Nike instantly 
signs him to a record-breaking endorse- 
ment deal. 

The Major League all-star game will 
be played on July 13. Alex Rodriquez will 
refuse to play unless he is paid 1 million 
dollars. Baseball will eventually give in 
to his demand, but Rodriquez’s agent 
forgot to mention he wanted 1 million 
per inning played. The game will also 
change its slogan from, “This Time, It 
Counts”, to “Please Watch Even Though 
It Don’t Count for Shit’. 

The Summer Olympics will start in 
Athens on Aug. 13. The United States 
will bribe the judges in every event - if 
the judges do not accept their bribe, they 
will bomb the Olympic games and call 
it a terrorist attack. The Unites States 
will end the Olympics with a record 241 
medals. Basketball rule changes will be 
in effect in the 2004 Olympics, where 
the Dream Team from America are only 
allowed to put 3 players on the court at 
one time (down from the usual 5), are 
only allowed to dunk from outside of the 
key and must play blindfolded for one 
quarter. The Dream Team will still go on 
to claim the gold medal over Lithuania, 
with a final score of 162 — 49. 

Lennox Lewis will come out of retire- 
ment to fight Mike Tyson. Between 
rounds in the fight, Tyson will coat his 
gloves with barbecue sauce. In the 3% 
Round, Lewis will knockout Iron Mike 
with a devastating right hook. Tyson’s 


Sports 


comments during a post-fight interview, 
“I’m really disappointed. | didn’t even get 
a chance to tenderize the meat first’. 
The University of Toronto Blues football 
team will play a game against Wilfred 
Laurier, where they will actually score 
a touchdown and will only lose by 29 
points — breaking the previous record 
of 33 points. They will celebrate their 
efforts by giving their head coach a 
Gatorade shower. 

The New York Yankees and _ their 
owner George Steinbrenner will win 
themselves their 27" World Series 
Championship, due to the additions 
made at the baseball trade deadline. 
Big Stein will open-up his wallet to get 
the best available talent, acquiring 3" 
baseman Mike Lowell, pitcher Jamie 
Moyer, reliever Billy Koch and signing 
former Yankee great, Don Mattingly to 
become bat boy. 

On Nov. 21, the CFL Grey Cup 
Championship game will be played. 
Mastadamus predicts that nobody will 
care. 

Regardless of all the hype of 
last year’s Super Bowl performance, 
this upcoming Super Bowl halftime 
show will feature Britney Spears and 
Christina Aguilera tearing their entire 
wardrobe off each other. Mastadamus 
has forewarned you all to have your 
VCR’s ready. The show will also feature 
William Hung. The Indianapolis Colts 
will defeat the Philadelphia Eagles, 27- 
16 to win the game. 

| have provided you with inspired 
predictions that will foretell the world 
of sports, information that is beyond 
our control. For any skeptics of my 
powers, Mastadamus envisions a year 
of struggle and anguish for such doubt- 
ers. For those who do believe that my 
psychic predictions are more than coin- 
cidence — just look surprised when they 
happen. 


http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 
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The Underground 


These pages brought to you by the Journalism Students’ Association (JSA) 


Attn: U of T Students, prepare for the worst 


Tasneem Yahya 


At the University of Toronto Scarborough Campus (UTSC), many of us 
have become immune to the filthy bathrooms, insufficient seating in over- 
crowded lecture halls, and camping out in front of the registrar’s office just to 
see a counselor. Well, next year, it will be worse. 

According to a recent article in the Toronto Star, the University of Toronto is 
going to make a $24 million dollar budget cut which will take affect in September 
of 2004. In preparation, the University has already advised all departments to 
minimize spending by 2 per cent. 

As far as I’ve noticed, students have silently been keeping their noses 
in books and are oblivious to the latest events. If the article published in the 
Toronto Star had not caught my eye, | would not have been briefed about the 
cut backs either. 

When the subject of sanitation and student services is being compromised, 
UofT has an obligation to notify students. 

As much as the University would like to blame the cutbacks on the prov- 
ince’s failure to provide grants, students have paid thousands of dollars in 
tuition fees. It is the University’s responsibility to make necessary adjustments 
to satisfy students’ needs. 

For instance, Jeannette Rabito, a first-year journalism student, cannot 
fathom how the state of washrooms can deteriorate further. 

“| find it appalling that every time | flush the toilet [ in a U of T bathroom], | 
receive a shower as toilet water sprays back at me,” Jeannette stated. 

Some students have even discovered that doing their schoolwork has 
become an impossible task at the university. 

“| find that | have a difficult time studying effectively within the school 
because the very few study spaces that are available, lack proper lighting,” 
says Matthew McDonagh. 

In addition to a shortage of proper lighting, computers are scarce at UTSC. 
It is hard for students to finish assignments on time, when they have to play 
musical chairs just to utilize a computer. The troubling fact is, not only do stu- 
dents feel they cannot work productively at the university, but some fear for 
their safety as well. 

As a student at UTSC, Nazia Ashraf feels it is unsafe for a female in the 
student parking lot after sunset. 

“Every Tuesday, when | have an evening class, the walk to my car in the 


o e 
Pre arln: leaders In student parking lot is frightening. | feel unsafe walking to my car due to the poor 
lighting, and lack of security. | paid approximately $360 dollars for my parking 
© ‘ spot and proxy card, and | feel that | am not getting my money's worth at all!” 
e l ica;tio!l ) ali US] i 1eSS, Although the University has implemented the Ride Safe program to trans- 
Canisius College, a comprehensive university, 


port students to their vehicles at night, the program is inefficient. The Ride Safe 
van is usually full, and cannot satisfy the demands of hundreds of students who 

offers the Canisius Advantage, a quality program with 
flexible scheduling, small class sizes and expert instruction. 


B-250: You’re better off wearing Depends 


have cars in the parking lot. 

Since the beginning of the school year, students, especially in first-year 
have been suffering. First, we were herded into the gym for our classes, 
because the Academic Resource Center was incomplete. But when we were 


INFORMATION SESSIONS TEACHERS’ COLLEGE shifted to the ARC, first-year students had to walk through a construction zone 
To reserve your spot or for more TadchonCertiticaion before entering the lecture hall. 
information, call 1-800-950-2505 Adolescence Education “| can’t believe the University continues to expand by constructing new 
or E-mail gradubus@canisius.edu Childhood Education buildings such as the ARC, while neglecting the buildings it already has,” says 
Business & Marketing Education Jennifer Murray, a UTSC student. 
SATURDAY, APRIL 24 at 10 a.m. Deaf Education “My French class leaks from the ceiling any time we have snow or rain. We 
ent athe ne ed Td aot =D Literacy Education have to put a garbage can on top of the desk to catch the water so it doesn’t drip 
Middle Childhood Education on anyone or on the floor. Having spent thousands of dollars to come to what _ 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28 at 6 p.m. Physical Education was supposed to be a first class institution, | am disappointed that the buildings 
pacar aed ratte ; Special Education are in worse condition and less sanitary than my high school,” Jennifer adds. 
aad Landy’s Lane First-year students also seem upset about the current student political 
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS climate at the school. When Election Day rolls around, students who are run- 
SATURDAY, MAY 1 at 10 a.m. Accredited By ARC EE aaa ences ning for executive positions invade lecture halls to make sugary campaign 
Puerto omen roliiey Inn Full-Time, One-Year MBA Program speeches. 

SU Seon Evening MBA Program By making false promises about relieving the problems outlined above, 
SATURDAY, MAY 8 at 11 a.m. MBA in Professional Accounting senior students’ claim they are lobbying to make class sizes smaller, but in 
London, Ontario - _ reality, nothing is ever done. ree 
Son WWelnenoR oun Inn *Tuition Discounts available for UofT will continue to act like a multinational corporation who is taking advan- 

Canadian students. tage of workers from a third world country. We as students feel unsafe, we have 


unacceptable working and sanitation conditions and we are voiceless. 

Despite our 24 million dollar loss, we can still prepare ourselves for the 
cutbacks. Next year, when you go back-to-school shopping, be sure to pick up 
some Mr. Clean for the bathrooms, a folding chair to sit on during a lecture, and 


C O LL E G E_ Graduate Studies | 2001 Main Street | Buffalo NY 14208 | www.canisius.edu a lap-top for your personal use. Then you'll be all set to attain a degree from 
Where leaders are made one of the greatest universities in Canada. 
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Journalist in Exile Speaks to UTSC Students 


J. Rabito 


On Mar. 10, Eritrean journalist Aaron 
Berhane came to speak to UTSC’s jour- 
nalism students. The inspiring journalist 
discussed his heroic journey to Canada, 
where he has obtained political asylum 
after being hunted by his own govern- 
ment for his social commentary. 

Berhane was the owner of the inde- 
pendent newspaper Setit, which started 
out in 1997, only a year after indepen- 
dent newspapers were declared legal in 
Eritrea. Setit was named after Eritrea’s 
only river, because it was a newspaper 
dedicated to providing news to fellow 
Eritreans just like the river never stopped 
providing water to the Eritrean people. 

Issues such as of lack of capital, dis- 
tribution and circulation, and government 
pressure made it difficult for journalists to 
write about the concerns of the people; 
all government owned papers served 
as vehicles for propaganda, and the 
independent papers were under watch 
by the government. As political corrup- 
tion became rampant in Eritrea, the life 
of the independent newspapers ended. 
In 2001, the Eritrean government closed 
down all independent press, as journal- 
ists were accused of causing political 
unrest. Terrorism and great risks were 
not only visited upon journalists, but 
upon their families as well. 

After publishing a letter written by 
interior ministers of the Eritrean govern- 
ment calling for change, and refusing 
to reveal his source to the government, 
Aaron Berhane was wanted for arrest. 


He avoided the authorities and went into 
hiding for 103 days. The seventeen inde- 
pendent journalists who were arrested 
remain in jail, fourteen of which are of 
unknown whereabouts. 

During his days in hiding, Aaron 
changed his appearance and legal docu- 
ments to pass the fourteen checkpoints 
to the border. However, this was not a 
safe trip. Upon reaching the Sudanese 
boarder, he along with two friends ran as 
the Eritrean army opened fire on them. 
Unfortunately, one of Aaron’s friend was 
captured, and the other killed. 

In Kenya, Berhane was able to 
receive political asylum from Canada. 
Within three months, he was able to 
settle in Regina, Saskatchewan. He is 
currently Journalism Fellow in Exile at 
Massey College, U of T. This is a pro- 
gram where journalists can take reme- 
dial courses to update their journalistic 
skills. Aaron leaves behind a large family 
in Eritrea, although he is trying to reunite 
with them. 

Despite the hardships endured, 
Berhane is a strong believer in that jour- 
nalism is a vehicle to society, a tool to 
transfer people from bad to good. Morals 
are pertinent to journalism, as journalists 
are accountable for society, as they hold 
influence over the opinions of others. 
Society does not have the means to 
express their problems; it is journalists 
to express society’s ills. Journalists, to 
Aaron Berhane, are the leaders- they are 
the mouths of the people. 
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Eritrea shares a border with Ethiopia and Sudan 


Criminals More Objectionable Than Gay Marriage 


Jennifer Murray 


Consider this: a man was recently 
sentenced 10 years for smuggling 
cocaine over the border into Canada. 
The average prison term for rapists in 
Canada is 6 months to three years. 

| find this gap in sentencing far more 
disturbing, and with far more moral impli- 
cations, than two people of the same sex 
wanting to get married. 

| am more concerned with rapists 
on the street than | am with two people 
with the same plumbing wanting to live 
in wedded bliss, | am more offended by 
the fact that smuggling drugs receives 
a stiffer sentence than those who prey 
upon and violate women, and | am more 


concerned that most gun-related offend- 
ers receive less than a ten year sentence 
when they are perpetrating gang violence 
than | am offended of two people of the 
same sex wanting to get married. 

| cannot understand how two people 
of the same sex getting married is con- 
sidered worthy of so much media atten- 
tion and court time when it should be 
considered a civil liberty. After all, | am 
allowed to marry any man | want. A white 
man, an Asian man, a black man, even 
that hot guy in my history and politics 
class | see everywhere and haven't the 
courage to say ‘hi’ to, for any reason, 
at any time, and am allowed to dissolve 


these marriages just as easily. 

Considering the backlog Canada’s 
courts are reportedly facing, where trials 
can drag on for years, it seems pathetic 
to me that so many people are trying to 
legally stop gay marriage, further tying 
up Canada’s courts. 

As for the religious objections con- 
cerning the sanctity of marriage and roast- 
ing in hell, a vocal part of the opposition 
to gay marriage, as Vanessa Larkey put it 
in the last issue of The Underground, we 
straight people, between divorce, adul- 
tery and the advent of reality TV, have 
pretty much shot the sanctity of marriage 
to shit. Straight people have no right to 


preach when almost half of all marriages 
end in divorce, and adultery is common, 
even a fad. Religion has no place in poli- 
tics, especially in a country as diverse as 
Canada. 

| firmly believe that gay marriage will 
become legal, for our generation is one 
of the most liberal and open minded there 
is. We are exposed to so much more 
diversity than our parents were, and it’s 
only natural that other generations might 
not understand what they aren't familiar 
with. We can and will effect a change. 

For all the homosexual partners out 
there, take hope: mixed race couples 
were once in your position. 


http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 
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Brought to you by 
The University of Toronto Arts Collective 


Untitled 
Patrick Mifsud 


Untitled 
Patrick Mifsud 
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Events 


Wednesday, March 24, 2004 
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If you know of an event that might benefit from a little bit of buzz (i.e. Ticketmaster is not involved) 
let us know by sending an email with “EVENTS” in the subject line to: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 

The Underground and its staff do not guarantee any information printed in this listing. Due to the 
often sketchy nature of such events, the details are liable to change, or be outright false. Make use of 
any contact information provided beforehand.... and otherwise, have fun! 


Mar 24 - Convertible Robots *new* The 
Machine Shed Release Party, Clinton’s 
Tavern693 Bloor Street West near 
Christie Subway, $6 at the door. Lineup 
includes: Phildo Cactus Dave White 
Anson Dremit Lilia Convertible Robots 
Mar 27 - PANIC the ultimate retro party 
with a The Smiths / Morrissey Fest back- 
room. Funhaus - 526 Queen St W. FREE 
before 11pm - Only $5 after 2 rooms of 
retro madness retro video games and 
projections http://www.djlazarus.com 
MAR 29 - Reiki Share 

Outline: Includes is a guided medita- 
tion, icebreaker to meet new friends 
followed by a day/evening of Reiki 
sessions. 

Dates and Times: Thurs. March 11th, 
from 6 pm to 9:30 pm and Monday 
March 29th from 6 to 9:30 pm 

Place: The Bloor St. United Church, 
upstairs in room 31 (470 Huron 
door). This is a holistic healing event 
(so it’s non-religious). Please don't 
call give out the church office # since 
they don’t like getting public calls. 
You can give my number and email 
instead. 

Outline: Includes is an icebreaker for 
new people to meet, and a guided 
meditation followed by 20 minute 
Reiki sessions. 

Please bring what you can: a bed 
sheet,foam/yoga mat, pillow case, 
pillow, and mug/cup. Massage tables 
are very appreciated too. 

Admission is... $7/person. 

Donations are also encouraged with 
thanks since admission is very mini- 
mal. 


Everyone is welcome: The public 
as well as energy workers from all 
modalities. 

Building a Community: These events 
are about building a loving sup- 
portive community so we can help 
each other. People often leave feel- 
ing happier and more peaceful than 
when they came in and excited from 
having made new friends and con- 
nections. Feel free to bring your 
business cards/flyers and put them 
on the table. 

Reiki Sessions: 

Reiki benefits every kind of emotional 
and physical problem. Sessions are 
deeply relaxing. They relieve pain 
while balancing emotions, aligning 
and detoxifying the body. 

Apr 3rd: VEN Vampire Ball At the Vatikan, 
1032 Queen St.W. With Psychopathos, 
Dead Emotion, Perdition, Sapphic Ode, 
Dj Flipps, Cliff Goodman, Kreepy Krawly. 
$15, 19+. Doors 8pm, first band 9pm.http: 
/Iwww.geocities.com/ven_v_ball 

Apr 3 - Revolution First Saturday of 
every month. Savage Garden, 550 
Queen St. W. Revolution: Dj Pale spin- 
ning Industrial, Retro, EBM, Trance. REV 
specials. No cover before midnight, $3 
after. 19+. 

APR 5 - Squarepusher - 

Phoenix, $18. 416-870-8000. 
www.rootmeansquare.ca 

MAY 15 - NORTHDALE CONCERT 
BAND SPRING CONCERT - 7:30pm, 
$10 adults, $8 students/seniors, kids 
free. St. Jude’s Church (10 Howarth 
Ave). Call 905-886-0858 for more 
info. 


UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 
Buying something? 
Selling something? 
Massaging something? 
UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 


The Underground runs classified ads as a service to 


UTSC students, for the low low price of nothing”. 
That’s right, nothing*. Please submit your classifieds 
to ug_classys@hotmail.com. Please, be reasonable. 
We can only print messages that are short, sweet, and 
interesting. 


*The Underground reserves the right to refuse to print a 
classified ad for whatever reason we want. 


C L A Ss S i F i E D 


for sale - return greyhound bus ticket from scarborough town 
center to ottawa direct for use until may 6/04. asking $75 or best 
offer, email me at: fortyfoursmiles@yahoo.ca 


Next Issue of the Underground: Coming in May! 


The Underground Online... it’s almost better: Aan po H 


http: //www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 
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New Editor : 

New Underground 

John Loerchner 

There are a lst of new 

things that will be 
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After recenUly heading the 
(scal Hot Docs dockmentary 
festival, Morgan Spirleck's 
L SK per Seze Me hit theatres 
last week te rave reviews. : 
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The Toronto Argonauts Cheerleader Finals 


Eric Lee a 

Cheerleaders dre an integral element of professconal sports And are often overlggked, 
Apd p precited And even ridiculed. When cts hal flime at a football game, whe kee he You 
busy from being bored? Cheerleaders. 
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The Toronto Argonauts 


Ba-da-bah- 
Cheerleader Finals a-da-bah-bah-bah, Not 


Lovin’ It 


Cheerleaders are an integral element of profes- 
sional sports and are often overlooked, unappreci- 
ated and even ridiculed. They provide excitement for 
the fans, support for their team and contribute to the 
community. When it’s halftime at a football game, who 
keeps you busy from being bored? Cheerleaders. 
When you were in high school, who did you most 
want to date? A cheerleader. And when you're lying 
in bed at night, who... never mind. ’ 


After recently heading the local Hot Docs docu- 
mentary festival, Morgan Spurlock’s Super Size Me 
hit theatres last week to rave reviews. The quest to 
reveal the evils of fast food and delve into America’s 
growing problem with obesity follows Spurlock on a 
harrowing 30 day mission in which he eats nothing 
but McDonald’s for three square meals a day. 
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Submission Policy 


The 
U Nn d GS rg ro U N d At The Underground we love unsolicited material, 
; especially letters and opinion pieces. Should such EERE 
ouceinel ee poven Get) material be typed and emailed (undergnd@utsc.ut 
‘ oronto.ca) to The Underground's snazzy portable 
Staff Writers: ) g ut The Underground 


Mike Scott, Jessica Tokarz Editor-In-Chief 
(incoming) 
Contributors: 

Eric Lee, Paul Longo, Alfonso Lorenzana Production Manager 


News/Life Editor 
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‘ Copy Editor 
Mail: The Underground, U of T Scarborough 
1265 Military Trail, Room S-364 On-Line Editor 
Scarborough, ON 
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John Loerchner 


James Relunia 
Christian Lucier 
Keith Friedlander 
Gordon Lane 
Mike Guglietti 
Sachin Hingoo 


George Charocopos 


by or before noon on the Friday prior to the desired 
publication date, we will more than likely print it. We 
kindly ask that submissions include the writer’s name, 
email, and student number. 


Submissions become the property of The Under- 
ground and may or may not be published at the whim 
of The Editorial Board. The Board reserves the right to 
poke fun at submissions, post them on the wall in The 
Underground's snazzy portable (for the enjoyment 
of our staff and guests) or alter them in print in any 
way provided it is so acknowledged. By submission, 
authors implicitly bow down to the total editorial control 
of The Editorial Board and freely consent to the addi- 
tion witty comments and criticisms (especially in the 
case of libelous or malicious submissions) courtesy 
of the snarky editors. 


For a more official-sounding Letters and Opinions 
Policy contact undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 


is published by the 
Scarborough Campus 
Student Press, a non- 
profit corporation. It 
is funded by way of a 
direct levy to students 
of the University of 
Toronto Scarborough 
Campus, and through 
local and national 
advertising. The 
Underground is a 
member of Canadian 


University Press 
(CUP). 


The Underground Editorial | Letters 


To the Students 
UTSC... 


This issue was put together by a small, oddly formed It is with great pleasure that | write to thank all of the students at UTSC for their 
group of people. It mostly reminisces of the past, but it also support in electing me as the SCSU president for the 2004-2005 academic year. 
hints very strongly at the possibilities of the future. This will The voter turnout at UTSC was nearly 14% in this year’s spring elections — still 
be our only summer issue; our next printing will be August unreasonably low in my opinion, however, much better than the 3-4% that we are 
30th. There are a lot of new things that will be happening to used to seeing in past elections. | believe that the increase in turnout is a clear sign 
the student press over the next year. With the galvanization that more students wish to have a voice that is heard and more of a chance to partici- 
of the Journalism and New Media students the stakes and pate — to that | respond: “it is about time.” 
standards are higher than in years past. | have a lot of great ideas that | am anxious to get off of the ground for next year 

The next four months will be used to build a new, and | look forward to consulting with students and soliciting input and feedback on 
more stable foundation for students’ work to be displayed in a those ideas as well as a wide array of issues that are facing UTSC students. | look 
far more credible and adaptive student media. In September forward to working closely and proactively with the other elected representatives and 
the SCSP and The Underground--and all that these student executives of the SCSU board of directors as well as the student body at-large. 
organizations entail--will be coming back with a vengeance. We have such a diverse group of students at UTSC and a body of talented, intel- 
This will include a near complete staff turnover. | have per- ligent, caring, and extremely all-round impressive individuals. | often think at times 
sonally interviewed each of these newcomers and the raw that the low school spirit that is witnessed and felt on campus is a direct result of a 
talent, energy, and tenacity in them surpasses any that The lack of communication and consultation from the students’ union and | am optimistic 
Underground has seen in years. that under my leadership this can be significantly improved. 

This issue is a farewell to the past and to the many | look forward to working for all of you and forging partnerships and improving 
editors, layout artists, writers, and dozens of other talented communications with the student body as a whole. We have a lot of work to accom- 
types that have worked hard to create a paper for over twenty plish next year as a student body...let’s accomplish it together. Thanks again and as 
years. Next year we will begin to build a new foundation for a always, please do not hesitate to contact me at any time. 
student media on top of the solid bedrock that U of T’s history 
has laid for us. Yours in Friendship, 

This much larger group of people will be dedicated Adam Watson 


to creating a wildly versatile student voice. Those of you who 
are already faithful to The Underground have no reason to 
stop reading. It’s those of you who don’t usually read that 
will really need to take notice. If you’re not reading yet...you 
should be. i 
| realize that up to this point I’m only making vague W k| + k 
promises; you'll have to pick up the August issue to get the e€e y al U 
specifics. For now relax, go see Super Size Me, send me lots 
of e-mails about what you think should be different, what you 


want to see on the website, or pretty much anything for that 
matter. I'll see you in August. 


by Sachin Hingoo 


I’m still writing these 
Even though | don’t work here 


John Loerchner | don't get out much 


Editor in Chief 


_ Pu blication is a self-invasio 


mailto: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 
subject: letters 


4 http:/Awww.utsc.utoronto.ca/~undergnd/ 


f oe o™ eh tee 2a Ronee 


. 


ys de 


Ror nyt iia: orp? lias Je rer fg Hoel tnww i Cu). 


News 


Wednesday, May 19, 2004 


Student Life vs. UTSC Construction: 


The Saga Grows Old 


Christian Lucier 
News/Life Editor 


Summer is finally here. Boo ya! No 
longer will we have to bear the sheer and 
bitter winter winds that penetrate even 
the thickest winter jackets as we trudge 
from the outer lots to the main entrance of 
campus. Summer is the season for chill- 
ing and relaxing, putting those feet up, 
and cracking open the odd (yeah right) 
beer on the old patio. However, things 
are not so placid at UTSC, for summer 
brings a hustle and bustle to campus that 
the winter season could never match. In 
particular, | am talking about the summer 
season of construction...sigh... 

| know; a million, billion, trillion things 
have been said about construction at 
UTSC (mostly by me) in this paper, but 
over the last few weeks | have noticed 
an all time high of construction interfer- 
ence on UTSC life in general. Let's look 
at the facts: 

Over the last two years we have had 
to put up with the construction of Foley 
Hall, which wasn’t all that bad, consider- 
ing that the site was not near any focal 
point on campus. We also had to deal 
with the loss of the old Bladen Library 
for the new Academic Resource Center 
(ARC), which has probably been the 
biggest pain in the ass ever. Seriously, 
will this facility ever be fully completed? 
Currently, it appears as though the roof is 
under reconstruction, and on the inside 
the computer terminals have vanished, 
leaving the likeness of a ghost town. In 
fact, the ARC looks like it did a YEAR 
AGO. | sincerely hope that someone 
does something progressive with the 
ARC and soon. The foundation for any 
institution of knowledge can easily be 
seen as the library, and construction is 
about building things of a permanent 
nature, not throwing together a card 
house that will fall to shambles within the 
first eight months of completion. 

Moving on to the next piece of the 
puzzle that supposedly holds the future 
of UTSC: the new Student Centre. 
Here are a couple excerpts of things | 
have often heard from students around 
campus: “Oh my gawd! It is going to be 
awesome!” “| hear it is going to have 
a pub!” Let’s get things straight here. 
Sure, the new Student Centre will be 
handy and useful, especially when trying 
to find a place to sit or a decent bite to 
eat (no mo’ pitas...ugh...). Sad but true, 
parties don’t make themselves, and as 
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history has shown time and time again, 
UTSC is a far cry from any true socially 
active university. It cuts like a knife, | 
know...live with it. So, while we may 
have the facilities to increase student 
social activity, let us hope that students 
actually come out to have some fun, and 
the restrictions on booze lighten up a 
bit. Are we in prohibition or something? 
There really isn’t much to be said about 
the construction on the Student Centre, 
except that the pace of building has 
really picked up with the warm weather, 
and things are starting to take shape. 
Next on the slab: the Management 
Building. Well... at one time you could 
buy an inner lot pass where this building 
is currently being built, and as for me, 
being an English major, | sure miss that 
parking spot. However, since the man- 
agement program at UTSC has a high 
enrollment rate, | guess we can sacrifice 
a significant portion of the inner lots for 
the sake of learning. Why not? This par- 


ticular building doesn’t get on my nerves 
so much. Maybe it is because, like Foley 
Hall, the site is in one of the corners of 
campus that | rarely walk in. 

Now the new stinger has to be the 
project that recently started near the 
main entrance of campus. As if that cul- 
de-sac wasn’t bad enough with drop-offs 
and pick-ups, it has been completely 
removed and reformatted to the size of 
a micro machine racetrack. It is going 
to be a traffic nightmare is all | can say. 
More importantly, students now have to 
walk through a construction site just to 
get inside UTSC. Will it ever end!? 

My point is this: improvements are 
improvements, but there is a little thing 
called overkill. My spell at UTSC is 
kaput, but | am not too old to remember 
a time four years ago when things were a 
little more peaceful, a time when campus 
life was harmonious, and somewhat 
secluded. We weren't a giant facility 
with new and high-tech resource cen- 


tres or management and arts buildings. 
We were simply whatever the hell we 
wanted to be. Secluded in trees—yes | 
said trees ladies and gents—the campus 
had the unique ability to focus on itself. 
Students knew professors and profes- 
sors knew students. For those that can 
remember, we didn’t want to stand out, 
nor necessarily have hundreds of visitors 
each day. If people came, they came on 
their own accord, and not for some free 
dinner and a glass of wine provided by a 
grand opening celebration. And yet, as 
cliché as it sounds, things change, but 
not always for the better. This may all be 
old news for many, but for me it’s a head- 
line every day. Paraphrasing a good 
friend of mine, give me a rinse UTSC. 
It’s been fun... 
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The Toronto Argonauts Cheerleader Finals 


Eric Lee 


Cheerleaders are an integral element of professional sports and are often over- 
looked, unappreciated and even ridiculed. They provide excitement for the fans, 
support for their team and they contribute to the community. When it’s halftime at a 
football game, who keeps you busy from being bored? Cheerleaders. When you were 
in high school, who did you most want to date? A cheerleader. And when you're lying 
in bed at night, who... never mind. 

The stage was set for the Toronto Argonauts Cheerleader finals, held at the 
Eaton’s Centre on April 3°. All 75 women competing endured gruelling preliminary 
obstacles to make it to the grand finale. Out of the 75 competitors, only 50 would 
make either the Performance or Promotional squad. 

The eight judges consisted of the head coach of the Cheerleading team, Lesley 
Stewart; All-Star defensive back for the Argonauts, Orlando Steinhauer; Q107’s 
Lobster Boy; Toronto Sun’s Mike Strobel; CHFI’s Dylan Wowchuk; Toronto One’s Roz 
Weston; plus Catherine Bridgman and Gaye McDonald, two members of the 1978 
inaugural Argonauts cheerleader squad. CFRB/Toronto One's Jacqui Delaney hosted 
the event. 

What would be the criteria judges would be evaluating the ladies on? “Four cate- 
gories: physical fitness, attitude, appearance and how they interview,” replied Orlando 
Steinhauer. High standards that would even have Miss Universe contestants shaking 
in their evening gowns. 

All Performance team competitors would perform the same 30 second routine to 
the song “The Zone,” by Britney Spears, showing a dazzling array of high kicks, twirls 
and hair flinging. The Promotional team competitors performed a 30 second cheer 
routine, shouting cheer slogans like “Go Team” and “Lets Fight.” Despite my front-row 
seats, my mind was about to explode from the same Britney Spear’s song played 
repeatedly and the monotonous promotions Jacqui Delaney would implant in between 
every routine, like “Football 101 for Ladies,” “Junior Dance Squad Tryouts, Ages 8-13” 
and of course “Argo Season Tickets.” | decided to abandon my front-row seats and be 
my own interviewer — find out, deep down, who these ladies really were. 

| met one pair of girls who were nervously waiting in line for their turn to shine. 
| asked them both why they wanted to be an Argo cheerleader. “I saw the ad in the 


paper and figured why not?” said Simone, a 21-year-old student. “I’m really into 
acting and dancing, so | think this will help my career,” responded Amanda, a 23- 
year-old flight attendant. Merielle, a 19-year-old bio student from York University, 
said she wanted to be an Argo cheerleader because, “I love sports and | love the 
CE 

For those who do not know, since the beginning of the cheerleader there 
has been a certain preconceived notion about them. | asked several ladies what 
they thought was the biggest misconceived perception about cheerleaders. “That 
we're dumb,” “That we have no brains,” and “That we're stupid,” were some of the 
remarks | received. Since these girls have or will be around the game of football, 
shouldn’t they have basic knowledge of the game? To put the ladies’ minds to the 
test and put all the cheerleader stereotypes to rest, | compiled a five question CFL 
Cheerleader Challenge. 

1. How many points are in a field goal? (Answer: Three.) 

2. Can you name two other teams in the CFL? (A myriad of answers are correct, 
but...) 

3. What is a “rouge”? (A: An extra-point.) 

4. What were the Argonauts originally named? (This was a trick question. The 
team has always been the Argonauts and after the ladies answered incorrectly, | 
told them the answer was “Torontonians.”) 

5. What is a quarterback called in the CFL? (Also a trick question, with the cor- 
rect answer being “quarterback.”) 


Let us see how the girls did... 


Simone and Amanda both failed the test miserably, scoring 0 for 5. 

Their answers: 1) 7,7 2)? ,B.C. Lions and ? 3) Red Card 4) Toronto Football Team 
5) 25 Cent Back 

Merielle, the girl who said she loved the CFL, scored 1 for 5. 

Her answers: 1) 3 2) Hamilton Tiger-Cats and ? 3) blush or make-up 4) Toronto 
Football Team 5) Linebacker 
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Rochelle, a 29-year-old high school teacher and member of the squad for the 
last five years, scored 1 for 5. 
Her answers: 1) 6 2) Roughriders and Renegades 3) ? 4) ? 5) Passer 

OK, maybe my CFL Cheerleader Challenge wasn't very fair and a few interview- 
ees actually accused me of trying to make them look stupid, but it was all in good 
fun. The real question all of us male readers want to know is, what does an Argonaut 
cheerleader look for in a guy? Merielle responded, and this is word-for-word, “How 
about a nice six pack. Someone who knows how to play football, definitely. Preferably 
someone who plays for the Toronto football team. Someone who just drives a big 
Escalade and...has a nice watch.” Is that all? | guess she wasn’t looking for the sports 
reporter type. 

Perhaps besides Merielle, who is in search for her perfect man, most of the girls 
wanted to tryout because they simply like to dance and have fun. In fact, most of the 
girls have dance experience or background. For the entire season, not only will they 
perform at every home game and a few away games, but they will also be involved in 
a number of community events. The real aspect all the cheerleaders enjoy the most 
is, “getting to know the other girls. We all really bond together,” said Rochelle. 

Former TSN president and new Argonaut president and CEO, Keith Pelley was on 
hand at the event. | had a chance to ask him about the possibility of the team moving 
to U of T’s Varsity Stadium. “We had meetings this week with U of T and York. It really 
comes down to U of T and York, and there are business factors that are going to make 
the final decision, but the decision will be made in the next two months,” said Pelley. 
Having the opportunity to play outdoors on natural grass in the heart of the downtown 
campus would definitely boost ticket sales for the team and would give us students 
another excuse to ditch class. 

Overall, the Argonauts cheerleader final was a good day for everyone. Although 
the event was purely for promotional purposes the girls, the fans and the spectators 
all had a good time. When you think about it, cheerleading is not a bad activity to get 
involved in. These girls get paid to do something they enjoy, get free sideline tickets 
to every Argonaut game and get attention from 1000s of men. 

Remember guys, to get the cheerleader all we need is a $60,000 SUV, to hit the 
gym, play a professional sport and, of course, own a nice watch. 


416-338-7600 
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Documentarian rallies against Golden Arches 


Keith Friedlander 


After recently heading the local Hot Docs docu- 
mentary festival, Morgan Spurlock’s Super Size Me hit 
theatres last week to rave reviews. The quest to reveal 
the evils of fast food and delve into America’s growing 
problem with obesity follows Spurlock on a harrowing 
30 day mission in which he eats nothing but McDonald’s 
for three square meals a day. Closely monitored by a 
number of doctors, Morgan transforms from an above- 
average healthy young man, in just a matter of weeks, 
to a major health risk for liver failure and dangerous 
cholesterol levels. There are many frightening statistics 
and testimonies throughout discussing just how severe 
America’s weight problem is becoming, especially for 
children in schools, but the most revealing facts are 
those of Spurlock’s ordeal. Watching how his ailing 
health plagues his emotions, work, and even his rela- 
tionship with his girlfriend (who just happens to be a 
vegan), the atmosphere of the entire film slowly turns 
from lighthearted to serious and even dire concern. 
Luckily, Spurlock survives his ordeal and the final 
product is one of those wonderful documentaries that 
is funny, entertaining, eye-opening, and contemplative. 
Certainly you have to speculate as to what solutions, 
if any, the film points to, but it certainly serves its main 
purpose in colourfully illustrating just how bad fast food 
can be. The Underground was lucky enough to score 
an interview with Morgan Spurlock regarding his experi- 
ment. 

Underground: In your film almost all of the health 
advisors you spoke to said you should, never, ever eat 
fast food, but is this your philosophy? 

Morgan Spurlock: | think you should eat fast food, 
just judging from what happened to me, | think it should 
be one of those rare things. Because for me growing 
up it was a treat, it was a rare thing, once a month, 
maybe. And that’s pretty much how | live. And | was 
just out in Los Angeles, and there’s a chain out there 
that | love called Tommy Burger. The original Tommy's 
out on Beverly and Rampart, it’s this little shack where 
they've been making burgers for 57 years, and it is so 
good. And | was there, so | got a big chilly cheese- 
burger and chilly cheese fry, and it was fantastic, but 
you know what, |’m probably not going to be back there 
for another year. Or longer. But it’s one of those things 
where we've turned it into a habit rather than a treat. 
We've turned it into something we do all the time. 

UG: But if culture is the problem and it’s become 
too much of our lifestyle, do you think getting all these 
fast food places to change their menus and offer healthy 
alternatives is really going to solve the problem? 

MS: You see, that’s the big question. They talk about 
how they’re coming out with all these salads, which is a 
positive step in the right direction. But don’t start telling 
me and everyone else in the world how healthy your 
customers are and how they're making smart choices, 
because this is one thing their spokespeople are saying 
now, which is completely laughable. They’re coming on 
TV and saying ‘Our consumer is so educated, they're 
making really smart choices. Last year we sold 150 
million salads.’ Which is impressive when you say it 
like that. But the fact is they serve and feed 46 million 
people everyday. That’s almost 17 billion people a year. 
So what does that 150 million salads represent? That 
represents less than one percent of everybody that ate 
in their restaurants. So that means not even one out of 
a hundred people are ordering salads. Do you want to 
know what the other 99% of them are eating? It’s not 
salads. So that’s the slippery slope that the company 
has to ride right now. The thing is you have to be care- 
ful, because they want to have the appearance of being 
healthy and making changes, but the bread and butter 
isn’t the salads. We don’t go there for that. 


UG: So what do you think about the latest 
McDonald’s ploy to offer apple slices as an alternative 
to French fries? 

MS: Yeah, the apple slices, that’s what | love. So 
you can have a choice, instead of the French fries you 
can have the apple dippers. They’re dipped in caramel 
syrup. When | heard that | thought, so is that a replace- 
ment for French fries really? Is that a better replace- 
ment. They Say it’s low fat. I’m like, it's not a question 
about the fat, it’s how much sugar you have caked into 
that thing. 

UG: What about eliminating Super sizing? That's 
definitely a good thing. 

MS: That’s a great thing. But a large is still a quart. 
So a supersize coke was three and a half cans of soda. 
Nobody should be drinking three and a half cans of 
soda in one sitting. The large is a quart. 2.75 cans of 
soda. Almost three. 

UG: Do you feel any personal pride for the role you 
might have played in its elimination? 

MS: | think it’s one of the greatest things | ever 
heard. When | heard it | was jumping around the office, 
screaming, yelling, it’s fantastic. And you have to think 
once again, that’s a positive step in the right direction. 
That’s the whole reason | picked McDonald’s. | picked 
them because they are iconic of our culture, of our 
lifestyle. The way that we eat and live; how we over 
eat and under exercise. And now what we're doing is 
we're franchising out this lifestyle on a global scale. 
McDonald’s is in over 100 countries on six continents. 
And all these places people are going there to get their 
piece of America. Because they can’t come to America, 
so they go in there. So now all these people around 
the world, you see these people getting their piece of 
America, they're just getting it right around they’re mid- 
section. 

UG: How did you find the Big Mac guy? 

MS: Don Gorske. We found him online. It was such 
a great coup. We found an article about him right after 
he had eaten his 18,000" Big Mac. And | was like, oh 
my God, we have to find this guy. So we tracked him 
down. And it’s great because people say, what about 
him? Don Gorske ate it all the time and he was fine. 
Well you see the thing about Don Gorske is he doesn't 
eat anything else. Don Gorske eats two Big Macs a day. 
So right there he’s only taking in 1200 calories. So now 
he’s going to have a coke, maybe two cokes for the day. 
So maybe now he’s at 1600 calories. He’s taller than 
me. Don Gorske is like 6’3 or 6'4. He’s a prison guard. 
So he’s eating less than his body needs, so of course 
he’s not going to gain weight. He never eats the fries, 
or very seldom he says. All these things add up. But 
people see that and they’re like, oh my gosh, now I’m 
going to go eat as many Big Macs as | want. That's fine. 
But you're missing the point. 

UG: What was the closest you came to quitting and 
how bad did it get? 

MS: By far the low point was day twenty-one. When 
| got to day twenty-one | was waking up in the middle 
of the night with chest pains and heart palpitations. | 
couldn’t breath. | went to the doctor and my blood test 
was the highest it was and my liver, the doctor said 
my liver was completely like paté. And none of them 
knew what was going to happen. So when you have 
three doctors telling you to stop because they don't 
know what's going to happen that’s scary. My girlfriend 
wanted me to quit. You don’t see on camera but | called 
countless people and all of them were like, stop. And so 
| called my oldest brother Craig, this incredible beacon 
of influence he’s been my whole life. The kind of brother 
who's like, jump off of a roof, it'll be funny. | told him 
what the doctor had said and he said, ‘Morgan, people 


eat this shit their whole lives. You really think it’s going 
to kill you in nine more days?’ And | said, that’s the most 
logical thing I’ve heard yet. I’m going to keep going. 
And |'m glad | did though, because look at what hap- 
pened at the end of the film. My liver function tests got a 
little better, my cholesterol got a little better. So | said to 
my doctor, am | going to go back to my base line, is that 
what's happening? Was it just the shock to my body? 
And they were like, no, it’s not going to return to normal. 
So what was happening? My body was adapting to this 
environment. My body was getting used to this torture 
| put it through eating this kind of diet. So the question 
is, how many people everyday live their lives, but their 
bodies aren't even living, they’re just surviving. 

UG: So you think that a lot of people are being more 
effected by these problems than they realize? 

MS: Yeah, it’s like, oh I’m tired, | don’t feel good 
today, I’m depressed. I’m going to go see a doctor 
about depression and maybe get some Prozac. We're 
a pill-popping nation. The kids aren’t paying attention 
in school, they’re doing so poorly on the tests, they've 
got ADD, ADHD, we should put them on Ritalin. | can’t 
get it up, | can’t get an erection, | don’t know what's 
wrong, | should go get some Viagra. We never think 
about how diet affects these things. These are three 
different things that were completely affected by what 
| was eating and how | was living. And the question is 
how many other people are having similar symptoms or 
feelings. But we want the quick fix. And doctors don’t 
go into nutrition, because that’s not where the loot is in 
America. 

UG: Have you had any permanent health issues 
since you finished the film? 

MS: No, everything seems okay. | haven't had a 
blood test in awhile, but everything seems to be back to 
normal. The last blood test | had was about a year ago, 
was completely fine. 

UG: Do you find that in dealing with problems, some 
doctors can be a little heavy handed and dramatic? If 
so, do you think that affects your film’s credibility? 

MS: | think that just from my stand point, | think 
the doctors were pretty just interested in what would 
happen. They were all gung-ho because they thought it 
sounded like an interesting experiment. | think in terms 
of their concern about what they were talking about, 
each doctor was concerned and wanted me to quit and 
took their own kind of stand on different things, but the 
biggest thing being they were all completely shocked by 
the effect it had on my liver, nobody anticipated that. 

UG: One of the people you interview in Super Size 
Me thinks one problem is that McDonald’s is trying to 
predispose children to associate their food with happy 
memories by aiming their marketing directly at them so 
that they'll subconsciously be attracted back again and 
again. Do you put great stock in his theory? 

MS: | think, it’s been shown what an impact market- 
ing to young kids of a very early age can have. And 
television is an incredibly powerful tool. And when you 
look at how a place like McDonald’s is set up, where 
they have toy give aways. They don't have the toys for 
me and you... they don’t have the playgrounds for me 
and you. So | think there is a level of conditioning that is 
going on with children. That’s the way it is, you have a 
few happy feelings, you want to come back. 

UG: Last question: have you tried a McGriddle? 

MS: Yes, | have and they taste fantastic. Come on, 
its like this incredibly fantastic evil creation. It’s bacon, 
egg and cheese between two pancakes with syrup 
cooked into it. It’s genius. Their food, it’s scientifically 
made to taste good. You smell it and you keep coming 
back and that’s the whole plan. 
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Eleven Months of Fickle Fans 
Poison The Well checks in from the road. 


Andrew C. Epstein 


Metal-core superstars Poison The Well are 
currently riding a wave of popularity. But that doesn’t 
mean they are all smiles and sunshine. The band is 
finding an audience among the emo-crowd. As | caught 
them on tour with Thursday | had a chance to speak to 
guitarist Derek about trends, their fans, and the future. 


Andrew: | think the music industry moves in trends, 
and people get lumped into these trends just to market 
things. You guys are being lumped into the emo/ 
screamo etc. category. Does that bother you guys? 


Derek: We don’t care. It doesn’t bother us, it doesn’t 
not bother us. It’s not a factor in anything we do. Like 
you said, you just nailed it on the head; that’s market- 
ing. That’s a tool to sell records. That has nothing to do 
with music, whatever you call it, it’s irrelevant. 


A: Do you think it can be limiting? Let’s say in the 
future if you wanted to evolve your sound. Do you think 
it would alienate anyone? 


D: Journalistically it can be limiting. People will write 
about us, and always consider us this type of band, no 
matter if we’re writing folk records. That doesn’t matter 
though, people of course are influenced by what they 
read, but the main thing is that people who want our 
records can get them and listen to them, react to the 
songs and hopefully get attached to them. That’s the 
point of it anyway. 


A: Have you ever been compared to a band, 
whether it was in the press or anywhere else, and just 
gone “what the hell were you thinking”? 


D: Actually | do that a lot. Some people say they hear 
different influences that | know are there, but that aren’t 
obvious, and that’s always nice. Tom from Thursday 
gave me the best compliment. He says that a lot of 
some of the stuff | play sounds a little bit in a fucked 
up way like Kevin Sheilds from My Bloody Valentine. 
| fucking love Kevin Shields, that guy’s a genius... I’m 
just a dude. That was very flattering. It was really nice 
he said that. 


A: Does the emotional attachment that some of the 
fans get with the music ever get a bit scary? 


D: No, no, no. If they feel half of what | feel for my 
favourite bands... | mean |’m fucking... ugh excuse my 
language. You ever read something somebody wrote 
about you and realize all your little verbal ticks and 
whatnot? I’m trying not to curse anymore. 


A: Have you been reading a lot of your own inter- 
views lately? 


D: No it’s just in the past I’ve just read them and 
been like “man do | really swear so much?” | feel so 
bad for my mother. She’ll read it and be heartbroken... 
um... what was | saying? 


A: About the emotional connection. 


D: Yeah, no! Because |’m psycho about the bands 
| love, | mean absolutely crazy obsessive about the 
bands | love. | think it’s really nice when people are 
affected by the music, but if they’re just casual listeners 
then that’s cool too. | don’t want to discriminate. But 
the bands | really like, | like a lot, because | think a get 
a substantial amount of happiness from them. Some 
people depend solely on relationships to make them 


happy, but a very large part of my happiness and the 
decisions | make in life are because of music. 


A: Alot of the content in your songs falls around the 
difficulty in keeping relationships together. Does that get 
hard on the road, to maintain relationships with other 
people? 


D: Oh it is impossible! Like right now, this is our 
last tour, we’ve been on tour for eleven months. To be 
honest, we are worn out, | want to go home so badly. 
| really, really need to go home. After a while you just 
don’t know how to think, you don’t know how you feel. 
You’ll feel something, like you’re frustrated or whatever, 
and six months later you’re still frustrated in the same 
spot, playing and playing and playing. You’re just like... 
you start feeling all these confusing feelings. You feel 
like “I don’t want to be on tour”, and you confuse these 
things with “I don’t want to do music, | don’t want to do 
this or that”. The point is that you don’t have any time to 
clear your head at all. We get along and we love each 
other, which is more than what most bands can say, 
which is why we’re still together. But there are times, 
just like, when nothing is worth it. 


A: Since you’ve been on the road for so long, and 
the music keeps evolving with each release, have you 
guys been noodling with anything new? What can we 
expect? 


D: Honestly by the time it’s done | don’t know if it’s 
going to sound anything like the demos | have now. But 
you know it’s different, different guitar sounds. I’m sure 
that they’ll be a lot of people who don’t like it because 
it’s different, not because it’s bad or good. That’s fine, 
that’s the way it is. Hopefully some people will think it’s 
interesting. 


A: Do you think music fans are too fickle? 


D: You know the whole genre, everything we’re tied 
into, they have a lot of young fans. When you’re young 
phases are like six months. When you’re 30-40 you 
might not have as many phases, but like my god like 
15-20, you’re like a different person every year! Which 
is the way it should be. So you get a lot of people who 
are 16 into your band, love it, and then they hear some- 
thing else. Like in 97 maybe they were a heavy music 
fan, then they got (Radiohead’s) OK Computer when it 
came out, and they hated heavy music or whatever. It’s 
so easy to bounce around, which | think is great. But 
yeah, having a young audience they’re very fickle. You 
shouldn’t expect them not to be. 


A: Does it ever get alienating or strange to have a 
fan-base that is that young? 


D: Not really. You can’t say that just because they’re 
likely to move on to something else, you can’t say that 
it doesn’t mean something to them. You know maybe a 
40-year-old Zeppelin fan has a connection to Zeppelin 
records. People who have our records... it can mean 
the same thing, it doesn’t matter. If it’s there it’s there, 
| think that’s true at least. People are going to hate us 
and turn on us, but whatever. 


A: Do you find it’s easy to interact with your fans on 
the road? 


D: Not anymore, ‘cause | don’t want to talk to 
anybody. If someone stops me I'll give you my time. 


I'll happily talk to you, because | understand that the 
only reason we’re here is to play for them. But to be 
honest about it, | don’t want to talk to anybody. I’ve 
been around strangers for eleven months, every night 
talking and meeting strangers. I’m a human being and 
| have bad days and bad nights and | get in fights with 
people, and walk around in a shitty mood. But you have 
to be a nice person otherwise you’re an asshole and 
they hate you. 


A: Does it get hard when you’re going through some 
emotional shit, and your fans come up to you and talk to 
you about things that your music evoked in them? 


D: Yeah! 


A: Does that get difficult to shove down what you’re 
feeling and talk to them? 


D: Oh yeah extremely. It happened when we played 
the first few shows on this tour, | was a statue trying to 
play. | didn’t want to play at all. 


A: So how do you get over that? 


D: | just woke up after two or three really bad shows. 
| was like “I don’t want to feel this way anymore, I’m 
going to try something different today.” 


A: So what do you do to stay sane on the road? 


D: Lots of internal therapy. You have time to think 
and sit in the van all day. So | just try and work things 
out in my head. “How did | get to this spot? Why do | 
feel this way?” Try to pinpoint everything, and just try 
and be positive about things. Try to look at the bright 
side of the situation. 


A: ls that the kind of methodology you want to impart 
to your fans as a way of dealing with their problems? 


D: Yeah, like | would never be rude anyone... well 
not never! But | would rarely be rude to anyone that 
wants to talk to me, because | know what they feel 
like. When | went to see bands when | was younger, 
| expected them to be really nice people. | never gave 
them that type of... you know that leeway. You know 
maybe they had a bad day. If | met the singer of one 
of my favourite bands when | was younger and he was 
a dick to me, not because it was me, because it was 
personal... you know maybe he had a fight with his 
girlfriend or something, then | would hate the band. But 
that’s because | was young and didn’t know any better. 
So that’s why | have to understand that myself. 


Poison The Well’s latest record You Come Before 
You is in stores now, and you can find them on the web 


at http://www.youcomebeforeyou.com. 
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Monsters Balls 


Andrew C. Epstein 


Hollywood has a wonderful way of taking our most beloved literary 
characters and turning them into catch-phrase spewing morons. Van 
Helsing is no exception. From it’s opening, a black and white recreation 
James Whale’s 1931 groundbreaking Frankenstein, the film borrows and 
borrows to string a set of unrelated characters together to create a pure 
rubbish plot about Dracula’s born-dead children. That being said, | rather 
liked this movie. Bear in mind that any affection | have for this film might be 
partially due to the fact that | didn’t have to pay for it. C’mon kids let’s face 
it, critics opinions don’t count for all that much because we don’t have to 
pay for shit. However reviews like this can be used to determine whether 
or not you, the reader, would want to spend your hard-earned cash on this 
piece of... um... art. 

On with it then. Van Helsing is a lot of corny popcorn fun. Riddled with 
one-liners, super-human action scenes, and a bit of vampire T&A, this film 
kind of works because it doesn’t take itself seriously for one moment. The 
“olot” flies by at lightning speed, as Wolver, | mean Van Helsing (Hugh 
Jackman), his sexy butt-kicking love interest (Kate Beckinsale), and their 
friar sidekick (some other guy), put together each clue effortlessly by tear- 
ing through random old-looking books. 

These scenes are connected by big ka-boom action sequences jam- 
packed full of cgi and some mild gore. The three heroes run around and 
fight Dracula’s minions like his three vampire brides and the Wolfman. 
Frankenstein’s monster shows up but he’s a Bible-thumping charity case 
so there’s no fun there. On the whole, the movie is a fun cheese-fest 
that get laughs through silly jokes and even sillier plot turns. Like | said, 
it's enjoyable because it never takes itself seriously. There’s no emo- 
tional attachment within this absurd film, as opposed to something like 
Underworld that actually expects the audience to feel connected to the 
two-dimensional characters. But Van Helsing celebrates the fact that it’s 
schlock with a strange self-awareness. 

Does that make it worth $14? Hell no. But don’t be afraid to shill out a 
few bones for this one when it comes out on dvd. 


Paul Longo 


It was once true that the progression of 
any individual’s life could be gauged by a 
simple riddle. The riddle of the sphinx suc- 
cinctly breaks down a human life into three 
simple and defined stages: childhood, adult- 
hood and old age. This metaphor may have 
been suitable to the lifestyles of the people 
of Sophocles’ generation, but things have 
changed. 

As western civilization progressed, new 
stages of human development were created 
and labeled. Terms such as toddler, teenager 
and middle-aged are all relatively recent 
creations. These terms concern the age of a 
human, but other concepts were devised to 
answer to new social roles. Terms such as 
bachelor, divorcée and single parent would 
not have been understood at earlier epochs 
of human history and their existence certainly 
complicates the riddle of the sphinx. Indeed, 
the denouement of a human life has become 
anything but certain. 

Now, at the nascent stages of the twenty- 
first century, we are at the zenith of the devel- 
opment of a new phase in the life of a human; 
the basement-dweller. Long relegated to the 
fringes of society, the basement-dweller has 
slowly gained acceptance. The typical base- 
ment-dweller was once thought to be sexless, 
inept and borderline sociopathic. It was gener- 
ally assumed that the basement-dweller was 
living beneath its parents’ house against its 
will and was required to live there because of 
failed attempts at independence. 

The entertainment industry has always 
been well aware that society is fascinated and 


The “Twin Pistons” Emerge 


Alfonso Lorenzana 


Cry Not For The Basement Dweller 


repulsed by the basement dweller. “Seinfeld,” 
“Everybody Loves Raymond” and the cult 
early nineties sitcom “Get A Life” all explore 
and ridicule the basement dweller. The sub- 
terranean characters on these shows are usu- 
ally lovable, halfwit, man-children whose living 
arrangements are meant to represent their 
failure to cope in the “real world”. These char- 
acters all share the once-stereotypical trait of 
living underground against their wishes. 

This genus of basement dweller indubita- 
bly still exists, but in the recent past we have 
seen a stunning permutation: the basement 
dweller who lucidly chooses to live in its par- 
ents’ home. These people, frequently recent 
university graduates, consciously decide to 
live with their parents to save money and 
thus minimize the costs of travel or of future 
studies. 

In addition to the logistical benefits, base- 
ment dwelling also offers a sense of familiarity 
and safety. As Rodney Dangerfield’s charac- 
ter said during a graduation address in the 
classic cinematic romp “Back To School,” “As 
you go out in the world...Don’t Go! It’s rough 
out there. Move in with your parents. Let them 
worry about it.” These wise words can be 
seen as the basement dweller’s mantra. 

| have reached the culmination of my uni- 
versity career. | have decided to join the emer- 
gent ranks of the basement dwellers. | trust 
that | will be content in my suburban, subter- 
ranean fortress of solitude. | may be ridiculed, 
| may struggle in endeavors that are romantic 
in nature, but no, | will not pay rent. 


Scarborough Campus sought to continue its suc- 
cess at the tennis tournaments, and did so in surprising 
fashion... 

As the winter term came to a close, our Scarborough 
Campus students got into shape, tuned up their rac- 
quets, and prepared to make the trip to the downtown 
Athletic Centre for the men’s intramural tennis doubles 
tournament. Playing with the same time constraints and 
restrictions as in every such tournament (see: “Men’s 
Tennis Versus Intramural Drama,” issue #8, 2003), our 
players from UTSC looked to come out strong from the 
beginning, and play solid tennis, keeping their mental 
games intact. Both skill level divisions - Advanced and 
Intermediate - used a Round Robin format where the 
top two teams in matches and games (win/loss record) 
- in each division - would engage each other in a final 
battle to determine the championship team. 

In the Advanced men’s draw, a total of four doubles 
teams were slated for action. Scarborough Campus 
sported only one doubles team that had a chance to 
take home the big prize: Eraj Sirisena and Alfonso 
Lorenzana. 

Eraj Sirisena had not played a tournament since 
the 2002 Men’s Singles Tennis Tournament. He had 
nearly had a two-year layoff from tennis, beginning from 
around the time that he and Lorenzana won the 2002 


Men’s Doubles Tournament, in their first year at UTSC! 

Alfonso Lorenzana, the 2003 Men’s Singles cham- 
pion, had not been able to defend his title with Sirisena 
due to the fact that they both had to cope with weekend 
exams and such academic pressures. Had this not hap- 
pened, they might have won three doubles titles in a 
row. 

Nevertheless, the two came out strong at the start, 
overwhelming the other three doubles teams from UC, 
Dentistry, and UTM with their huge serves, solid ground- 
strokes, and cunning net play. Sirisena/Lorenzana went 
an undefeated 3-0 in round robin play, so they took on 
UTM in an 8-game proset final. UTM was rather the 
unconventional type of team, hitting unusual shots from 
rather difficult positions. Despite that, Alfonso cracked 
huge serves consistently while whipping forehand win- 
ners from every angle during the crucial moments, and 
Eraj had some cunning net play with a few drop volleys 
of his own, along with excellent directional control. The 
“Twin Pistons” emerged victoriously; 8-3 being the final 
score. Alfonso and Eraj could again hold the men’s 
doubles trophies, this time for 2004, and bring the pride 
back to UTSC. 

The Intermediate men’s draw, on the other hand, 
was entirely in favor of Scarborough Campus. Four 
teams were entered in the original draw, but two teams 


from downtown defaulted, leaving our two teams to 
duke it out in a best-of-three set format. 

The first duo was Jule Benedict and Padmanabhan 
“Prem” Premkumar, two second-year students at UTSC 
who wanted to draw some blood, do some damage, 
and win their first title in the process. The second 
dynamic squad consisted of Wilmer Yee and Mike 
Macaraig: both of them veterans at the intramural 
tournaments. Neither of them had won an intramural 
championship until this point, so they would raise their 
levels to receive the coveted honor, as would Prem and 
Benedict. Macaraig and Yee started the game out in 
intimidating fashion, both demonstrating their pace from 
the baseline and attacking Prem/Jule at the net. As the 
match went on, however, Prem and Jule played more 
aggressively, especially at the net. They kept the ball in 
play consistently without dropping too much pace. and 
eventually proved superior, thus becoming first-time 
intramural champions. 

Jule Benedict and Padmanabhan Premkumar, along 
with Alfonso Lorenzana and Eraj Sirisena, grabbed the 
big prize with dominating style and finesse. 

Look for these four players to defend their respec- 
tive titles next year. In the meantime, congratulations to 
our winners and all participants from Scarborough! 
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Events Wednesday, May 19, 2004 


If you know of an event that might benefit from a little bit of buzz (i.e. Ticketmaster is not involved) 
let us know by sending an email with “EVENTS” in the subject line to: undergnd@utsc.utoronto.ca 

The Underground and its staff do not guarantee any information printed in this listing. Due to the 
often sketchy nature of such events, the details are liable to change, or be outright false. Make use of 


any contact information provided beforehand.... and otherwise, have fun! 


MAY 21: JAGERNACHT *new* 
JAGERNACHT Industrial with 

DJ FLipps The Vatikan (1032 
Queen St. W) $5 cover, 19+ 

doors @ 10pm. *new line-up* 
“improved setup* *same amazing 
vibe* www.vatikanonline.com 
www.geocities.com/liquid_ 
sky692003/ -This Event Happens on 
the 3rd Friday of Every Month 

MAY 29: PANIC *new* the ultimate 
retro party. Tonight: w/ Blondie and 
new wave chix backroom. Funhaus 
- 526 Queen St W. FREE before 
11pm - Only $5 after 2 rooms of retro 
madness retro video games and 
projections http://www.djlazarus.com 
JUNE 5: Revolution First Saturday 
of every month. Savage Garden, 
550 Queen St. W. Revolution: Dj 
Pale spinning Industrial, Retro, EBM, 
Trance. REV specials. No cover 
before midnight, $3 after. 19+. 
JUNE 11-13: Savage Garden 10th 
Anniversary Savage Garden, 
Toronto’s longest running goth/ 
industrial/cyberpunk bar is set 

to celebrate ten whole years of 
business. Celebrations will be all 
weekend long Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, June 11, 12, and 13th. 
Prizes, DJs and Savage Madness. 
more details coming. 550 Queen ST. 
W. 
JUNE 12: Network 23 Presents: 
Digital Blasphemy Featuring 
Drag’N’Fly, Darg vs Chef, Nebula, 
Cyphax, Lexx, Crushkill w/ Guests, 
Ghettocyb.org w/AND, Patrick DSP, 
Scorched Earth, Ladius vs Engine, 
Herald of Chaos vs Finex, ?west. 


ation: TBA 3 days before, on the 
messsaging boards/email. 9pm til 
Yam. 16+ (two floors 19+). $15.00 . 
$5.00 with a NXNE weekend pass 
Network23@sympatico.ca website 
JULY 14: Sting and Annie Lenox 
At the Air Canada Centre. Tix from 
Ticketmaster for $49.25-$149.75 
JULY 17: Folsom Fair North 
Opening Party “The Official 
Opening Party of Folsom Fair North 
2” will take place from 9pm to 4am 
and will see the return of DJ M. 
Arana (Boston) who wowed the 
crowd during the day at last year’s 
fair. The party takes place at The 
Roundhouse at Steam Whistle 
Brewing located in the historic 
railway yards just steps away from 
the CN Tower and SkyDome in 
downtown Toronto. Tickets are 

$30 advance and $40 at the door. 
Advance tickets are available at 
Priape (Toronto, Montreal and 
Calgary), Bull Dog Coffee (Toronto), 
Gay-Mart (Vancouver) and Nasty 
Pig/Re:vision (NYC). The Opening 
Party will feature a special Dungeon/ 
Play Area under the supervision 

of Toronto’s notorious Master R. 
www.folsomfairnorth.com 

July 17 h: Rod Stewart Playing 

at the Molson Amphitheatre. 
Ticketmaster: $40.50-$120 

AUG. 19-20: Sarah Mclachlan 

At the Molson Amphitheatre. 

Tix from ticketmaster. http:// 
www.sarahmclachlan.com/ 


UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 
Buying something? 
Selling something? 
Massaging something? 
UNDERGROUND CLASSIFIEDS! 


Starting in our next issue, the Underground will 

be running classified ads as a service to UTSC 
students, for the low low price of nothing*. That’s 
right, nothing*. Please submit your classifieds to 
ug_classys@hotmail.com. Please, be reasonable. 
We can only print messages that are short, sweet, and 
interesting. 


*The Underground reserves the right to refuse to print a 
classified ad for whatever reason we want. 


Next Issue of the Underground: Coming August 30th 
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